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“TANK INSPECTED FOR.
sia carefully look for “booby traps” in thi

“BOOBY- TRAPS"—War-wise ol
is crippléd Italian tank.:The photois one of

U.:S2 8oldiers” in ‘Tuni-

the first received in”this country to illustrate the successful Amencan counter at-
{tack against the ‘Axis- in:the: Kasscrme Pass in February.

F u-n Drwmg To Be

WASHINGTON ———(AP)—— Startmg Monda
drive for fun again,ias far a 1t
‘A" bookholder«, at

motorists can
will ‘take thein==but for the

Eaatern secheta;

Urges Civil
Draft Law

Pntlerson S&Yﬁ Much \' the
sbeor

luckless

Deferment
Bill Opposed

War Depl. Against Plan
To Defer Fathers

WASHINGTON.—(4) — New  War
Department opposition to the Kil-
day bill 1o defer the draft of fathe
err developed today s the House
Rules Committec began hearings on
the measure.

Chatrman Sabath, Democtat Hli-
nols,  disclosed that Secretary of
War‘Stimson had written him in
opposition to the measure but lm
would not make publlc 8
letter,

nder the category system set
up-in the blil, single men within
a state would be inducted ﬂrst
single men- with collateral depe
dents. next, married men without
children next, and married men
with children last.

Representative. Kitday, Democrat,
Texos,- author of the &ill, told the
cammmcc It iz intended to pro-

tect:ax long as poasibly estab-
lished tamiles.

While n major objection of Se-
lective Service offlcials to the bilt
has been that it could not be ad-
minlstered, Kildoy satd. many lo-
cal boards already are followlng|”
the provistons of the bill as & mat-
ter of present policy.

Archbishop Makes Gift

For African Churches
ALGIERS—(#i—Archbishop Fran-

® wft of 100000 francs (52,0001 for
Torth African churches damaged
by the war in conchiding hls visit

least, that won't be very far.

And what gas they get may
cost them more.

Dealer pleas for price Increascs,
driver pleas for more Ctoupons
and officinl pleas for revival of
car-sharing plans chorused todey
In the wake of yesterdny’s Office
of Price Adminlstration order cut-
ung the “A” bookholders weekly
ration roughly from about three
to one and & half galions and
ftlng the pleasure driving ban.

The same day the order—apply-
ing only to (he East Coast—is
effective, a group of independent
retail gasoline dealers from East-
ern cities is expected to ask OPA
for -an increase in the price cofl-

. A spokesman for the Wash-
ington dealers sald he planned to
call them together, edding . that
the curtatled ratlon would trim
sales volume further and force
meny small dealera out of busi-

the margin is  in-
*| creased.

WORDING CAUSES
SPECULATION

Some speculation was aroused
by the wording of the OPA an-
nouncement which  said merely
that the flfth period “A” coupons
would be valid for four months
instead of lwo. If the coupons
must last the entire four months
—as the order was generally in-
terpreted—It would effect a 50 per
cent slash in the “A" bookholder's
ratlon. However, the OPA  an-
nouncement set’ no. specific expl-
muon date for the coupons, glv-

vise to  conjecture as L
whether_ofticials expected
supply  sttuation to case  some-
what within the four months.
However, (n the.absence of any
official statement to that effect.
an tmmediate run on ration boards
for supplementary coupons was pre-
dicted. Attention was called to s
previous OPA estimate that some
40 per' cent of industrial workers
who motor to their jobs hold only

with', Arhbishop Laynaud In Alglers

See FUN DRIVING on Fage 7
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Great Tank
Struggle

|Raging in

{Donets Area

"Red Planes Strike
At Nazi Armor
By EDDY GILMORE -

MOSCOW—(AP)—A titan-

ic tank struggle, with a Ger-
man Air umbrella of Junkers

dive bombers et by hurtling] -

Soviet Stormoviks trying to
knock out the German armor,
was being-waged today in the

“{northern Donets River valley,

but the:: Russians - reported
their lines refused to give be-
fore:the :masses:.of -tanks
hurled : Against s them.

Far : northwest of ; Kharkoy,” tn
the: area ‘west of Sevsk, and:along
a:battleline east: of Kharkov and
eXlending ; down ; into . the - Donets
basinthe | Gérmans’ were : said to
be Soncentrating thelr teserves and
tanki against Harrow  scctors, striv-

plently: to ;break’ thiotgh : to~

“Ywvnsatil held

] down upon scokes
South of Bely and:were sald: to'be

shiaplag fajwide attack ‘on a’stretch
the

d
war: Industries, thotisands sl are
busy © turning ;out ; such  things  aa
artiticial - flowers,: Jewelr¥,: toys And
cosmetics.

“Wise and ordered” use’ of ‘man-
power is now . kmperative;: ho - told
the - Senate v Military - Committee
considering : the = Austin-Wadswarth
Bl to draft men and women .into
war production.

Patterson “argued . that - the “ma>
tion metually - already has resorted
to compulsion . by sttempting to
“frecze men i thelr jobs by
blacklsting  them from  securing
other jobs” dnd to “control hirtng
by depriving (-mp)o)crs of
right to hire fre

For that rvmon he added, "Rt
is nol realistic to say that the
alternative . is, between voluntary
action nnd mational selective serv-
s

FIGHT FOR EXISTENCE.

Describlng the war o5 “a fight
for existence which s far from
“on Palwrson sald the United

one of the
mmcxpm pelligerents without
system of universal war service.

“It It s democratic to tap
man on the shoulder and send
htm to fight the Japs In a New
Guinca jungle.” he asked, “can it
be undemocratle 1o select a man
or 8 woman to load shells, work
on an nirplane or stay, on @
farm?”

Patterson ndded that he be-

Ueved the democratic way Is to
“Tecognize the «cquallty In obliga-
tion of all to serve on the firing
Hme or in the shop or on (he
farm in the way that wil Dbest
rve the nation,”
“It should mot be possible” he
emphasized, “for some to say, ‘I
do noL choose to serve' He cone
tinued

“1 tirmly believe that not untl
there I5 impased oh gvery man
and woman the cqual® obligation
to render service in the war ef-
tort, will this country make the
all-out war effart which is neces-

N and of which we are capa-
e

v Fallway fn
the drive. to mmon & pincers about
the'key base i at Tensk. s Much
of :the fighting was md 0 be west

of ‘thé Dnleper River headwnters.
©On ' the’ northwestern ; front: Mar-

shal: Thmoshenko's - men - continued

thelr offensive - dirccted . At - Starays

Russa,; Soviet: advices -sald.

Adispateh’to” Red “Btar, the

Fed ‘Army . newspaper, declar
that In - sharp . fighting . on  the
western bank of the northern
Doncta  the . Heusslans had re-
captured twe unidentificd towns
which the Germans theo vain-
Iy ttempted to win back with
A mass tank attack.

Trying to smesh thelr way across
the Russian line. the dispalch said.
the Germans were sending Jun!
8's and Pes, mccompanied by
fighter plancs.
of the tanks. Soviet aviation, how~
ever, was reported moelng every
challenge.

The tank battles were waged o0
hard- snow-packed ground.
PLANE DUELS

Red Star said that Russlan avia-
tion action generally could be
characterized now s anti-tank and
asserted the Red Army's Stormo-
Vil bombers had infilcted  great

Sec GREAT TANK on Page 7

Films Show Reds
How U. S. Fights

MOSCOW—t1—Admiral Willlam
H. Standicy, United States Ambas-
sador to Moscow, has taken an-
other step fo acqualnt the Sovict
Unton with the scope of what the
United States 15 dolng in the war
by taviting Red Army officers to
view 32 news-recls showing Pact-
fte battle scenes and workers turn-
ing out tanks, planes and ships.

Admiral  Standiey  declared  re-
cently that the Sovict people were
not being fully nformed of the aid
they are getting from the Unlied
States

His declarafion had international

Jap Plan To Garrison New Guinea

Base Thwarted By Fleet Blasting

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
AUSTRALIA—() ~- General Doug-
las MacArthur's Headquarters mi-
nounced today discovery of elab-
orately prepared Japanese posi-
tlons gbout 50 mites above Buna,
New Guinea, which epparently
were intended for use as the base
for » new offentlve by the 15000

nemy troops reported killed 1n the
Battle of the Blamatck Sca.

The positions, which bad been
evacuated in haste recently

barey River mouth, .sajd the com-
‘munique, which also reported Al.
Sted ‘airmén had plastered Repopo
atrdtome AL-Rabaul, New Brittain,
With:393 bomba,

] posiuona

dcslgnnd for @

Japanese force which never reached
them were deseribed as “an clab-
orate and recently constructed enc-
my defense system, including pre-
pared positions, piliboxes and hos-
pital and other Mmstallations for
Targe force.”

“Signs of recent hasty cvacu-
atlen lndlcate a declsive blow
dealt the enemy on the north
front by ¥estruction of the con-
voy In the Blsmarchk Sea bat-
tle, these positions having. ne
Qoubt boen constructed fn Brope
arationa for thelr coming for &
prabable future - Infended of-
fensive,” the Alled communigue
saids

The Mambare River mouth is
between Bunw, now held by Allied

forces, and Lae, the Japanese base
st farther up. thd coast toward
which the Z2-ship Japanese convoy
with its 15.000 troops was heading
when it was destroyed by Allied
alrmen,

The discovery of the positions
fitted Inta the pattern of other re-
ports from this area idlicating the
Japancse were gathering: forces for
& new offensivel

The attack on Rabaul, Just after
dusk yesterday, Started many ox-
ploslons and fires, indicating hea
destructfon of nlrcraft on thoe
grownd the communique satd. All
the heavy bombers participating in
the rald returned despite violent
anti-pireraft fite and the. efforta

of two Japanese n:gmsnsmm o
attack Lhem.

. but the Soviet radio
and press thereafler published ex~
tensively American statements
nbout Lend-Lease and other war
ald sent the Sovier Union

Some of the newsreels depleted
American women in war activities.

Holds That Train Seat
For Friend Too Long
KANSAS CITY — 1P—Cliy
Fireman John L. Haley §s sor-
'y he went the ratiway
station with bis friend Robert
3. Lorim
SWHL you the  seat
d say good-
Lorimer in-

ho!d

H'\hw would.

When  Lorimer
seat  again. tho
moving.

By the time Haley
ed the conductor to
tt, was several
own

found
tratn

his
was

persuad-
stop It
miles oast of

He walked back.

into battle ahead |7

. NAMED TO NEW.
. George 8. Patton | has

A Gen.

been : named “commander of

?@eﬂun troops. on the:Western: Tumsian front.
il aboy teristi

He

Pation Replaces'
Armored Foree Specialist Commands
U. S Troops in Western Tunisia

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA—

(AP)—Lieut.-Gen. George S.

Patton Jr., 57-year-old offen-

sive-minded American armored force specialist, succeeded
Maj.~-Gen. Lloyd R. Fredendall as commander of United

States trnopq on the
Dwight D.

\\cstem Tun sian  front,

General

today.

(Dipatches from the front sald
the change became known gen-
erally there yesterday and indi-
cated 1t had taken place earlier,
after Field Marshal Rommel's Feb-
ry offcnsive through Kasserine
Pass)

General  Patton, called “Blood
and Guts” as one of the most of-
fensive-minded  generals of  the
Army, Is regarded here as the out-
standing American armored force
execeutive since the death of Maj~
Gen. Adna R. Chaffee in August,
941

(This dispatch did not bring out,
fmmedtately the new assignment of
General Fredendall, who was in
command of American troops In
Western Tunisla at the time of the
Axis break-through in mid-Febru-
ary and the subsequent Allied coun-
ter offensive.)

COLORFUL OQFFICER

General Patton, whe commanded
Amerlean forces in the Morocco
landing when Africa was Invaded,

See GEN. PATTON on Page 7
Japs Make New

Yunnan Thrast

CHUNGKING. —#— A Chincse
Army spokesman said today thal
2,000 Japanese troops had aitacked
the Chinlese forces in a new thrust
in Yunnan Province, adjolning
Japanese-occupied Burm

The attack, the spokesman said,
centered near Lungling, apparently
as o test of Chinese forces in
the sector west of ihe Salween
River o the bellef that a Chinese
attack ogalnst the Burma Road
might spring from there,

formally

ters

Fall Back

In Burma

British Readjustment

Forced By Japs

NEW DELHI—(M—The British
announced today that “further sde
fustment of aur positions” had been
necessary on the western Burma
front to provent lsolation of units
north aof Rathedaung.

Thiz a

yesterday . and was formally - an-

Elglltll Army Men Better Theu'
Holdings Before Mareth Lme

By WES GALLAGHER
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRIC.L
(AP)—United States troops led by ‘Lient..Gen:

the Gabes bottleneck, ‘it was -announced toduy

: Only a few hours were required for recccu tw
town which had been abandoned by Allied troops’in
of Field Marshall Erwin Rommel's ‘abortive  mid
offenqwe.

A communique sald that llmc
opposition .was encountered: and U,
8. patrols, assisted . by . mobile
French units and guarded by Al-
lled aerlal squadrons, . drove :after
the ; retreating : Gefmans . iato” the
aréa -of . El . Guetar, ” twelve ” miles
to the southeast,: .

THREAT TO AXIS REAR
Gafsa lles 85 miles; nerthwest of
< supply.

(o8] B7-year-old tasik specialist; to | Too e
stoceed - M8} -Gen.” Lioyd - B, - Fre<
dendali‘af i U.. S. commander . be< | eraf!
came " known at ‘the front’ oaly

.um

nounced - today. ive day.of multiphy'|
six-heavy attacks havifis
Accempanying the ' disclosure

of the Gafen drive wers Toperts . | TI0USY  reported

Eighth Army's positlons

day night and yesterday in tho
‘morthern sector of the Mareth
Line froat.

‘There was no officlal comment
on German radio reports that the
Eighthi Army had leunched an of-
fensive. w

Under the protecting ‘cover of | 1

American  Mitchells, Splu(ru atd

Alracobras, American -, troops ; cn-
tered Qafsa st 131 30 P ML LY
'.crdn.v Imme alter oocupy-

ing the dty. General Pnttons

troops pushed -southeast
stx t,o the /Djebel Rchlﬂ:
and the village of Lalla‘and con-
tinued on toward:El Gucuu" Alr-

men wmuxhr. hcavy damm on the | can: Coast.

“A STBONG FORCE"

The mdvance .placed anc. of Lhe joe
most - offensive-minded ' generals: in
the United  States:ATmy; and’ re-
venge-seeking American; troops ‘and
armored amnits which were -described
as_"a strong -force”’less than 65
miles from the-castérn tip-of :the
vast salt marshes that channel

Bee AMERICANS on. Page 1

said, was forced by cnemy pres-
sure on the Arakan front east of
the Mayu Rlver.

Forward detachments - untfi re-
cently on the Kaladan River in the
Kenzauk arce have rejolned the
main British forces, the communi-
que said,

(This was the sccond time in &
week that a readjustment of Brit-
ish positions had been  Acknow-
ledged. Heavy fighting was renewed
in the Rathedaung area over the
past week end. aimed at the British
left wing. and Monday the British
communique reported shifts in for-
ward positions there.

(Rathedaung is about 25 miles
northwest of Akyab -port on the
Bay of Hengal.

In northern Burma, the commun~
lque said natlve troops stopped the
Japanese and forced the encmy

1o withdraw southward.

Raider Bombs*
English Hostel

mNDoN - A low- Hylng
German ralder bombed a women's,
hostel, killing five persons and
injuring twelve in an attack before
dawn today on an East Anglian
coast town.
‘The hostel vms v(rlually demot-
ished by a dir
Workmen l\.mntllcd through the
sulns 1o rescue the injured.
vo churches were. damaged by
another blast and a bomb exploded
on & hospltal grounds, but Chew
b:llédma was not damaged, it was manding ; them :t0.2g0

part of Londen had & briet places i case, of - in
alert ecarly today

Athoogh raiders were Jeported
over other towns tern  and
Socutheastern England, - enemy  air|
activity was lght, -

Key Tunisian Town Taken Without
Loss Of Single American Soldier

By NOLAN NORGAARD
WITH THE U. S. ARMY ON
THE TUNISIAN FRONT, March
7—Dcmcd\—-wx ~ Uniled States
woops toda

er 155-millimeter howltzers opened
the assauit by knocking out sn
Ilulh\n artillery battery and waves

medium  bombers

puuudcd the withdrawing enemy

| towh of the Centiat Tunidan Tront

—without the loss of a single sol-
dier, after heavy artillery and air
bombirdments had put the German
and Mallan defenders to flight,
Only scattereg small arms fire
rreeted  American  infantry  sp-

proaching the town's, outskirts, aft-

roads eastward,
Thc intantry found the enemy
gone when American troops reached
the twn ftsell before . noon.
Patrols quickly pushed ot toward
Fi Guetar, twelve miles {rom Gafsa
o Cibe  Gabeo. Road, and others
were nearidg Sened—38 miles east
of Galsa and the scens of a day's

heavy fighting ever a mbnu» ugo—
by nightfall.

The half-hearted’ resLsumct of
Gafsa defenders, most of | whom
were Italians,‘was matched by thel.
reluctance of the Germbn Alr Nrcc
to_engage . Ainerican : Alr, Force:

German *planca’ falled -to Ippenr
either to'attack ground troops of to
try to intercept the powerful bopibs
er formations which: were: bolteved |3
to have caused : heavy :loseds:n, , the):
retreating - eoluinna,




