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A Lessorm

Romme! Hands Us a Licking;
The British Could Advise Us

News of the first American defeat in
CTunista brings a sick, sinking feeling
to the people back home. This s the
first time soldiers of the United States
have ever given way before German
troops: it Is the first of our big cas-
iialty lists, the probable forerunner of
bigger ones. In the Tunisian hills where
Rommel struck at us in z surprise move,
the *Army’s dark outlook on casualtles
Was ikely born—an eventual 100,000 per

monthare expected.

Now, though defeat may bring grave
doubts ‘as to the ability of our com-
‘manders In the {ield, and the suspleion
“that the retreat may be {it to rank with
the disaster of Pearl Harbor, it cannot
‘be held that the final result is in danger.
That; however. is not now the point. We
have:paid©n . price apparently fearful,
&nd -apparently because we were caught
iihawares.by a smart:tactician.

Thi5 1§ 'no time for another bimbling
Congressional: investigation . (already we
hiave wasted - too. much -precious time in
156 many wars, setting laymen to watch
GVer experts);;but:it is time to ask if
‘6l “own - High' Command has ‘made 1ise

. of:British experience in:the field as it

‘showld.Is there - the -chance ; that ;our
‘comihianders have; to the present. shown
an ificlination;to [ fight . Rommel . their
Gwnway, without “seeking : helpror - ad<
¥ice? Could :it:be : that our lightly theld
11568 “and : the “subsequent :defeat: repre=
sented ‘& major :American™ error-—which
ight have: been avoided - by 7 Britlsh
- experts.

Weitefuse - to belleve that Americans
williprove the iweak i linksin"any :mili=
tary schalnizalied’ orfenemy,vand :will
maintaliithat U 8- meéiyand ‘arms are

the ehance: that eur young commanders;
. hand-picked i for. aggiessiveleadership,
- are:not i taking  every advantage:of ithe
. ‘experfence offered by the British;: there
‘shotitd = be ¥ a  suiddén’i change. . Thoke
Libyan velerans™ could tell -ustallvwe
Tiged i to know,:buteven:that:willinot
prevent occasional défeat and heavy cas-
udltiés: In“Africa; this war is‘not make-
believe: It canibe’ won” only with blood.

Henry Ingrdam:

Death Halted a Young and
Vigorous Public Career

In’the' death - of “State : Commander
Henry -Ingram of the Americdan Legion,
North' Caroling . sutfered a loss to be
deeply felt"-in ‘the . years ahecad. As
leader of - the Legion in troubled war
years; he had given his office force and
abilities “it has seldom known.

He put the . State Leglon directly be-
hind7the war effort with all its in.
fivence.-and it can be scen In every
war organization. Even to the time of
a- few days beforc his death, Henry
Irgram was speaking his mind boldly
Last week, for example, he called the
State Board of Health to task. charging
it with the burden of responsibility for
the high rate of incidence of syphilis
end. other venereal - discases among
North Carolina draftecs.

Thus to the last this voung man the
was but 46 at his passing? gave his
organization and his State the benefy
of forthnmeht leadership. His challenge
of the Board of
“last act: it mar be
typical of his career

said to have been

Henry Ingram was destined, 2 s
friends said, to becor the secon 3

Ger the Legion from

North Carolia; we know. Bt

'North Carolina a Leglon have

both sulfered the lo
wpresence in these
portant. ’

Minorities
One Stands To Losze a Little
One To Gain Much in New Parl

We think tt cannot be =ald that the
property owners of Greenwood CHff
and Harding Place protest, without

Justification against the coming of the
Negro park 1o an area utear  thei
homes... Any Rroup of Droperty owners
ftiseems . ta us, mught have been ex-

pectéd to-ralse similar objections. The
biillding 0t a park, for either whites
orNegroes, would tend to depreciate
the @ value - of  surrounding restdential
Fropesty, and perhaps prompt some of

Health was almost his

them to dispose of thelr holdings and
move elsewhere.

Depite a fifty-foot barrier of land-
scaped grounds to surrofind the park.
many residents of the section fee] that
there is no insulating them against
the park and its occupants; they fore-
see nolsy davs and nights, perhaps with
floadiights by night. And most of them
have expressed their strong disapproval
through an attorney. But, despite the
fact that these landholders are able
to marshal many a reasonable argu-
ment, the City Parks and Recreation
Commlsslon says it will proceed to pre-
pare the way for the park, and put
it into operation by early Summer.

For the Commission, refusing to ap-
proach the problem from the point of
view of the little band of home-owners
on two strects (and not all of those
have objected), . views .the project:as
the {irst of a long-range series In Char-
lotte. The plan. for :providing : Negroes
with recreational: facilities on:the basls
of population . (30 per : cent)? is7aniagy
mirable one; and:Chairmap:CiHI Stoie
is _determined ~tosee ;b7 bhtoughii HIs
hew park,. though™ a snialli béginnngs s
nonetheless - a-beginning.: For  theifu=
ture;: it 2 will “ expand.

that view :which Jooks over. and
beyond : the “objéction ot i a' féw iprops
erty owners, and furesee theidady. when

and Nogm PATKS!
no i parkifor i Chariétte  Negroes;
preciousiilittle: Usupervised

Those: considetationsmake thel ob]ec
tions i of i hoiiseholders i seem

portant i alniost i REobiections

the  Progressyof \the ‘clty itself;

Faste Fling

Young Draftees-To-Be Forn
Creat New Delinquent Class

For:today/ there is

According. to welfare workers
spendivaigreatt deil ol theit ! tinie
on’ the: frontiers of himai misery; .
nasbiEfewiiweeks have  séeni Anierica
turned ‘upside=down i New problems 1Wow
arise;iand {10 MARY of i them® there iie
noanswersii-Present ‘soclal ageiicie
the {ield ‘are ‘déenied sufticient itoiiicet
ordinary i needs;:but ¥ taday s they e
often . helpless. i One “'cage I point iz
the ‘new : air :of “last-fling ‘desperation
worn tby boys™ {n" their :late  teens ! now
facing: the draft /and : battle “acticii:

We are told :thatpiany froups:have
made - pleas. through- their’ leaders: that
something be done :about this big’ new
class of - deltnquents, - now apparently
dedicated :to - running - wild, For cx-
ample, a-Charlotte Negro leader,  re-
porting 1o representatives of the Metho-
dist Bethlehem Center and the Civitan
Club, recently announced that large
numbers of boys of his race seemed
suddenly possessed of the Devil. ‘They
saw the draft coming, and they were

celebrating the last few breaths of
{reedom.
The problem, of course, struck all

over the county with the lowering of
the draft age. and is not confined to
Negro boys alone, tNor, even, to
America —in  Great Britain  juvenile
delinguency is up 46 per cent). Social
agencies attenipting to deal with the
newly delinquent are facing the most
difficult task of all, The new problem-
children know that they are not chil-
drm. tomorrow. they wiit be men, fight-
R wars Hke men. And they will re-
oL ficreely any attempt to divert their
attention from the last rounds of merry-
making, Too young to realize that
they will rue the days of celebration
and too old to go as they are bidden,
without a final fiing, they have become
the newest probiem of war at home,
For them we can think of no word of
advice itkely to be heard and hecded.

For onie the Duce calls a drb
Lr. Chureiull does a m elo

ng man,
5 Jub of

walking the tizht rtope between over
confidence and despair.
The world lsn't mrowing smaller. It's

that there arc more people on the

Out with Hitler and his 1k will go

e whole philosophy of the nte

Z\UOIIEI touch that a ten-ton true
the wrong way @ one-wa

“Ix the doctnr 7"

. he went out for lunck
I he be in after Junch? .
“No, that'’s what he went out after,” -

Not Jloueq, 3weat And. Blood

WASHINGTON.
J7, 5 pertusbing that I our tirst clash wUh the Rommel

army in Tunista we have suffrred s clear defeat. Its
immediate military significance Is. we hope, noL toco great,
and we will all follow Mr. Stimson's advice not to exag-
gerate 1. But we have {alled In our purpose to cut of{ Rom=
mel's army from the new German army in northern Tunisia,
and instead of this, have been mished hack to the [rontiers
of Algerla, and lost three newly buflt airtields.

I is the defeat of a strategy and wilk serinusly af-
fect that nf General Alexander. The plan was to (ake
Roptmel in a British and American plneers.  Naw, the
Rritlsh Eighth Army is no longer one xrm of an of-
fenalve, but has breome a rellel army for us,

Defents have been Lhe bitter herbs eaten by every new
army that has entered this war ngalnst the Axis.
British suffered many. The Russinn suffered n_whole series
of defeats at the beginning of thelr campaign, Unfortunately,
it iz impossible for any army to obtain, by obsennuon ox=
perlence from its predecessors.

What I deelsive Is how we digest defeats, what we learn
from them. It is not enough to admit frank! hat in this
encounter we have been thrashed. Candor is a first step.
But in a robust country, every defeat has an immediate re-
action, In an Increase of energy, will and determination,

n0t to make excuses, bul to sift things through and find
matters
finally

out how
Africa,

can be improved, That the British, in
gt An army tnder a greal military lender
insisted on drawing conclusions from their
s, Otherwise, General Alexander would never have
been appotnted, .

“Saved From the Communist Menace”

Absentees In Congress

By Saniuel - Grafion

NEW YORK

SOME Demacrats’ iniihe House  are ‘showing ‘a-ten-
dency . taitake a’long:Walk jduring important. votes,

i They :have :become:the:little then . who weren't there.
As:these; fow : Democrats : vahish,: sidling -out of the
doors,: the : House s hecomes > a = Repubtican’ Hn\ksc for
the official Democratic lead, 222 to 268, is ‘dliwm

1 have fatked niich “about nht,lrauﬂﬁm, bt
this :is - the ', cholcest . obseurantism of them ah.
You'don't:vote yes, you don't vole no; you merely

astroll.  Demoerts . who suddenly feel
fresh ale avoid voting against
Administration, and avold voling for M,
merely at the price af marking themselves down
as men who have nothing to say during a world
crisls. Democrata have thus let (he Republicans
pass at least faur measurcs, by straight party-
line votlng.

One measure would prevent many Government
departments from sending out free mall. It passed
204 to 201, all but two Republicans veting.for 1t.
Another micasure took $3.600.000 from the Federal
Home Loan Bank Administration. Two other amend-
meits cut tho other bureaus in the same way, One
really wild proposul, which would have left the Com-~
munications Comumission without a peany feven for
policing the air against illegal shortwave transmitters)
was I\.\chd onl\ \)\ dcb])cralc etlorts.

nie correspa says prominent Democrats
lmc heen sccn on mu floor hust before one of these
¢ voles but not during. Another writer, Mr. Charles
\nn Devanter, who has been compliing these -
cal House vote on an jmport-
opriation_dmendment, such figures as 8¢ 1o
hewng Republicans and all 36 Democrats,

unce of power was outside having a emoke.
It had found the Perfect device for hitiing what hap-
peas to'be the wartime Administraiion while seeming
only to be waiting for a sireet car or to be cngaged
in some other Innocent activiy.

Befare 1 forget 1 should like tn list some olhier
murky and obacure Congressional devices which
have come along afnce the last time I tablicd
them, They all have the same characlerislic
feature nf indircclion, the obligue push, the
sldewlse, crabwise walk,

Clheerioades

fet "Hamm AL

Congresslonal Record
Mr. Speaker, on yeeterday Mmie
Chiang Kai-Shek spoke in both House and

the Senate. Unfortunately an order was issued by the

Speaker some time ogo forbidding the reporters to

demonstrations on the flooy of the House,

wath the reult that while this ady veceived one of
the greatest GPMONMIANIONS here cver given anyone
tory of this country, and while ile
ws round alter round of applause in’the
chate e & standing demopstration at the close
of her address, the Recard would mdicate that we sat

ik a bunch of mummics Ko applawe, 1o

demonstrations whatsoever were recerded

1 submit this ix a question for the lx«m). as
to whether or nnat these demonsirailons shonld
be exrluded. They have not heen excluded in the
Senate. They have never been excluded in the

RIT, RANKIN

America Hlasmn’t Learned Ahoﬁt

By Dorothy Thomruon

There s a discussion golng oncnial o
“over jurisdiction’; belween:the | W.P.BS, af ‘Mr.
the <Army andNavyi A perlifint. guestion In
Wh 3 havin,

what dowe ses in’ this’ country  In’ Cengress?
“hnl 1! Hs reaction? _Tn -the . moment . when . we . sulfer
& defeat, Congress is debating whether wo.should ‘cstab-
Hah air hegemony over the whole world.: There : doésn't
seem {o be any connectlon. It is alzo:debating whether.
301 Tathers showld not bs exempted from :military serv-
ice. This s happening whils the fathers of . ten ' children,
plus the ten children, are fighting the’ war.in:Russia,
and Germany ls making ' leves en masse  and:putling
guns into the hands even of peasants. ;
Certain things could be discussed. It could: feasonably
be asked what {5 more important in a modeérn army, quantity
or quality. It could be asked whether it is-possiblé’at:this
atage of the war nadequately ‘to train eleven -million ‘men
with the existing number and quality of ofticers. It could be
asked whether a crack army of five millien might not be
superior to s mass army of eleven milllon, Xt could be asked
whether our method of training young officers directly out
af universities, could not be jmproved by more rapid promo-
tlon of trained privates from the ranks,
We are told that the defeat was partly due to the fﬂct
khn! the Germans turned up with the 52-ton tank Marl
which s superfor to any we have. It might be uakud
why the Germans have produced a better tank than we.
We have been told by every known advertlsing means
that American industry is far;superior to any in the
world. It is disturblng to realize: that the tanks of the
Soviet Union are equal §f not superfor to the German. In
this matter of weapons, we CAN profit by the expertenca
of our predecessors,

tank a5 good ‘a5 um o1 the : Germans?: .

ward ; answer . wo s ahinkion How: to ;lea
from  defeats:

planning :an eieven’ million arm:

dustries -and ;: farms;:when ian:already  trained anch
“Army. 10" North :Africa’/1e:lacking i modern  équlp:

From ulioticlal| Fumor-mongers we hear that we wnnt
an cleven’ million afniy Wit wiiich lobririg weight ab
the' Peace’ Conference.: I : any  such ; thoiight” {§ ‘entering: tha
mindsof  anybody, ; the - questioiii may  be allowed ™ whether
asmall ‘&rmiy | wlth 8 Cserles’ of sgreat victoried Tto 1t credit
would © ot T tip  the Tscales s agatmst YA Hiige Varmy. that has
had : lttle  to o’ with : Winnlsig ; thie i war.  Every  forelgn
statésman  can’ calculate our potentlal | matpowst,  what sull
has to be’proved :1a:our :fightlng’ gower.

“This " couitry {57 ot - yet ps)chulnglcnlly prepared nor
doen it coheslvely accept the ‘fact that war iz 2 dangerous
Boriness amd. At mea die 1. Fram. the- begtanin
have tended to think that by some’ act of divine Provk eneo
we would win :this. war without really ‘paying :for /1t except
in money. -

Money _counts for nathiing 10" this " war.: What “counts : 18
the amount of sweat, blood, and tears cxpended.: How -meny
more defeats. must b sitfered before e renlize . the ; kind

we live - In

FBeal=Life [rearma

—By Herblock

Lady Comnfucius
By Raymond Clapper

WASHINGTON
JREFORE Mmr. Chiang Kal:shek came down here the other day. I
lopked back over the notes of my visit ®ith her for tea in Chung
King Iast April. 1 thought perhaps I had been overly impressed. The
first, few lies 1 “ny note book run s follows: .
“Then Holly g teok me to sce Madame Chiang. She more thin
Hved up to buddup.  Speaks English—ne accent—clgarette in long
halder—Colonel Chennault was leaviig as I arrlved and zhe introduced
me—she has eversthing—looks. Wit. vivacity and intelilgence.”
She asked about the alrplane trip, whether W was hard,
route, how many days, and other traveling detalls. She said she
might go to the United States for treatment soon. She talked
about the Indian situation, snd at kcogth about aholishing extra-
tereltorlallty, and sald she was “hitting from the shoutder 1
believe that what I wrote abowt Madame Chiang at that time laid
it on fairly thick. Dut on the hasls of her first few days fn Wash-
inglon, 1t scems o stand up, She has canguered afl here thus
far. Even (he newspaperwomen have gone all out for hee—so
she must have somcthing that even Clare Luce hasn't got, because
the fovely Clare had to work her way through,

Newspaper correspondents who were 81 the White House press
conferenre when e appeareq With the Premdent partapated 1 o
show suelt ax we probubly siall never sce again

It was high state drama. plaved by (he real characters

the

Some day

they may pul Helen Haves in the part but she'l never do 1t any better
than Madame acted 1t tn real Hfe, 1t was the delicate. feminine, ehrewd,
auick, witty and powerful first fady of the Fast agaiist the great master

himself. fhe press conference hegatt the President asked the
reporters not o put any caich questions to Madame  She in turn
plaved to the President as the big sirong man who could woik
miracles.

Madame Chiang, thns, with feet dangling trom the blgh-seated
Ronsevelt thalr, was working smonthly, while toylag with her
campart, lo coax a promise aut of President Roosesclt for China.
Mr. Roosevell, the master af the press-conference terhnigue, was
tryfng with cquat smaalhaess nol tn melt oo much under Madame’s
tcehnique.

Imagine the seene
Chiang MtHng betwer:
hand pratectively on Maday

Madame makes a Livels
evervone. *

parter it
manpoter eru o

e show, Madame
+

n more munitons
est of case, sha

With the great
we lap of Pres

are sent to ©
has thrown tie bail quare o
that we will send mutitions as fast oy the Lord s
amiling and making 1t all so polite and sweet. savs H.c hcaﬂ wiere 1
8 saying that the Lord helps these who help sclve:
Abaut that time President Raosevell indlcated it had gome on
long enough and suggested thal it the reparters had any questions
for him they'd better be getting on with them,

s one: | A greal to-da fs better ralsed m
Congress against “destroying the banks” and therehy
keeping them from being able to go on selling war
bonds, as the banks have been doing, patriotically
and withont profit. If an¥thing menaces the banks
and thelr war work, we ought to know of it, What 15
this mennce?

It turns out to be a vital Department of Agricul-
t pan for lending $225000.000 (o smsll farmers,
in $2,600-10-57.500 bites, to enable them to increasa
Iheir food production. This modest scheme, particu-
larly important to farmers who are furthest from
capacity operations for lack of capltal, is dressed up
o look Hke sure death te our war lean program; it
whl compete with and finlsh the banks: thus they
will not be ahble to sell war bhonds; the war will go
to the bowwaws, All done with $225000,000 of small

As we left the Prestdent's office,
thoaneat row. Mrs Reaseveit’s hand w
Madame's arm. Madame. not a hnir il
gare from which 5o thoughts esca
RarTing words fo stagghg fri

Whatever 12 was shat Contucius

ee were sitting ins iy
nngey fald protectingly on
leasant fmpersonsl
was busy with

said, It sure was a pouthiul

Visidin® Aromnd

Where's His Steck Of Fire“And Brimstone?
Blg Laurel item; Mait News-Record)

loans to small men. We are having fome Witer weathes on Big Lawrel now. Lagt Funs

Somie obscurantists take a walk and leave the day the fust Sunday we have misied baving Sunday Scheol Belte
Admlnlsiration in danger of doing without com- this Winter. but nol on the Jamitors fanit Mr. Bert Holland an notes .
municallons control; and athers make Irrelevant b supesdnende went i built fises and sans the bell bt nobody censor’
pro-war band speeclies an issics that have noth- ancwered.  Tn weie onr tegutar preaching oniv
ing to do with war bonds. thus cndangering the G ot our pactor die Gians b was 1t o too. aenten
farm program. Meanwhile olher obscurantists the ce
will, of course, raise the argument thai the Ad- alon

minisiration fsn’t dolng enough for the farmer.
The war program s hacked away, and pants for
breath, and thesc who let this happen are able

Side Glamnces

to prove elaborately that they were not evem
there at the time, or else 1hat they were engaged 0
in the shally unexceptionable aetisity of pramot-
ing the sale of war bonds, p
A man is absent. "Hfs absence fs belligerent and M
meantugful; ft has direction. A man makes & sud- Ms
den, trrelevant gpeech for war bonds. He is killing Cal
an important part of the fwrm program..’ These
fudlicctlons color the Confressional approach to the A
poiitical campalgn of next . Obscurantism s Comm
riding high. These devices go with such plea [ the 1At
leave the country unchanged for when our boys come . Wit e
Tiome, and the way to leave ft unchanged. of course, of grow
is 10 change the labor Jaws. Unless we come to reslize ot e
that the chief issue is the one that 15 never mentioned, Wilson
we shall go through the nest campalgn without the P
having known whit it was about. That lssuc is the Optonie
obseuring of 155U, lolte Iy
Dr.
eral of
progran
e Ax
optomé
service
commuy
CaE that ti
left wit
Dr.
British House of Parllament. It Js o question for preade
the indisldual Member to strike out, if he desires reate
tn do so, whatever demonstrations are indicated Boeakes
by the transcripts of the official reporters when Inetuder
his speech is taken down, Dr. K,
If thot policy had been followed—that time-
Lisnored policy that began with the Government and I
only ended something like a year ago—America would :Cgl
be reading .in the- Congressional Record today the
speceh by Mme, Chiang Kal-Shek in her appeal for Al A
the Chinese peaple who are being brutally destroyed
by the savage Japanese, showing the greatest demon- Got
stration ahe has ever recedved In her life, and one £0ra, tea3 kY WeR Aravice, e, 7.1 xgn .8 ParOfY (it

of the
edian
Robert.
member

EL
20,000 - ¢

of the greatest ever given anyone in this House. -

“Anyway, I'm glad George s servhig o {he “African

fromt—1 undersiand those Moslem :girls:are s very
modest and hard to get acquainted wlthl"

T am Introducing a resolution to restore to the
Congress the right to have those demonstrations res,
rorded, !



