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The Encore

President Follows Churchill
In Promise of Coming Attacks

Last -night's message by Presldent
Roosevelt, had it come a few davs
earlier, might well have ranked with
“'the 'great challenges of our time, &
Tinging challenge born of faith and con-
fidence. . But beeause Winston Churchill
had preceded him to the rostrum, the
President left his people wondering if
he'had sald anything at all. He had,
and: his: words, despite endless repeti-
ton, will . remain’- forever new. He
pledged : his :nation to attdck, to vie-
wry and to’lasting ‘peace.

ke’ the: Prims Minister, he' spoke in

jovialrlmost:light-hearted mood. He

_'beafely: told of : their coming. ;- And,
Vst tmportarice to men at home and

and’ there gre: many, call (\‘Jr bold, sav=

8ige: blows at Tokyd itself-~and: they ‘will
¢, perhaps  very - soon.

Once agaln,’ the Presldcnt commilted

From:hisipréviéw of the coming cam-
paign; it 'might’ be sitrmised that: Casa-
blanca coniferees: had ' glven America

biggest job in‘ihe smashing of Japan,

d i that' most of its “strength == and
virtually alliof {its: hedvy ‘haval power =&
wolld:be engaged: inithe Pacific,. 1t
‘was appareiit,:too, that more thanone
powerful:U.: S, force  would  be set - upon
Eirgpean 7504 7 in’ the : many - drives
agalnst Hitler, In any case; there would
be’ 1o pause,” whether “Japan . or - Ger+
many ;crumbled - first,: The : drive, with
British’ and ::American : forces  side . by
#lde; would :continue . to : the ‘end.

Following = Winston . Churchill, -"the

résident spoke :clearly of the forces
Teadyito itrike,"and .vowed that they
were: tostrike as soon:as possible. The
twogreat:leaders, certainly, would have
not spoken thus if the blows were not
ready.: The 'climax cannot be far away.

Tide OF Blood

Htaly Sees the End in
Rising Casualty Lists

Bitter memories of the grandeur that
Wwas Rome now come back with a new
pang -to the people of Mussolinl's
.. wasting emplre. And the sickening
crash of the last Italian colonial bastion
inwAfrica was not the climax. There
was, to the Itallan at home, a deeper
slgnificance of defeat. He could see,
now, the price of following his jackal
Fasclst Government. The casualties
were zooming upward, the last fatal
sign .that the end was at hand.
In-January, say reports {rom Switzer-
land, Italian losses ran to over 50.000,
killed, wounded, captured and missing;
and. the umnarked dead. in Russia's
sriows had not been counted. Every-
Where,"disaster was closing In, and the
captive siate of Italy was paving a hor-
Fible:price. Worst of all, the Italian
could “know that the ghastly [figures
would - mount stil) higher, that soon
;there would be no mere handful listed
a5 killed on home soil, and that British
and  Américans would soon bring the
war to thelr very shores.
On almost every, fighting front, now,
the dismal failure of an Army has cost
Italy -a:casualty roll that amounts to
‘& poatential loss of 600,000 men a year.
‘When:Rommel . was running In Africa,
Whén'the Red Armies rolled in the East,
ind ‘wherever Italian ships ventured in
“Nostruni;: Xtaly's sons were struck
dSwWi.’ It the  people, have been told,
“know iwith:a- certainty now that
oxising toll ‘méans resistance is use-
Mcker days:'are; coming.

By :Raymond Clapper

WABHINGTON

BSENTEEISM In war plants has become so high

in some localitles that War Production Board of-

ficials feel that something must, be done to bring 1t

down. Some kind of competition may be inaugurated,

or an incentive award like the “E” pennant for pro-
duction.

Thess absences, rather ¢(han sirlkes, are the
present drag on productlon. - Surveys indicate that
in Losa An(elu the rate Is around ten per cent of

bacnt centers
hll figures lbaul u high. Deiroit and Rocheater,
N. Y. are among the werst spots, se the data
here indicats. Two per cent iz considered a
reasonable amouni of sbsenteelsm, and ten per
cent s considered out of bounds.
Some time ago President Roosevelt indlcated at
& press conference that he did not think absenteeism
was & matter of any consequence, although at the
same time the data In the hands of his own War
Manpower Commisslon pointed to & most serious
number of absences.
Those who take a complacent view of i, the

querors with a new de of fear,
and look to the building of defenses
in the North with sinking heart, She
wlll, perhaps. gladly swrender her
dreams of empire, even welcome the
coming of United Nations soldlers. But
there is no way for her to be rid of
the Nazi guardians, of to free hersel!
from the coming sacrifice.
is come.

Dne-Fourdl

The State Has Almost 500,000
“Funciionally Illiterate” Adults

The Army, though forced to lower ils
standard for selectees has long clung
to its . principle - of *functlonal illiter~
acy.” Men who Have not the equivalent
of a fourth-grade cducation and cannot
read newspapers are not acceptable, are
barred from theArmy,:have.n limited
usefulness in. war :industry,: and.:are
sadly unprepared :to.meet ;theif dutles
as cltizens. Yet one-fourth: of all Nofth
Catolinians over 25 years old‘are classed
in the category ; of :“funictional | Iiters
ates.

That.:: it muor were needed, demon-
strates:clearly :how{ay State edication
has:to go: Exactly 433,083 ‘of ‘these ndult
tlliterates were Counted in thei1040 cen=-
sus THEY | siitniimbeted  college’ gradu=
Ates 1A the iBtate’ by more  than sixito
one; Many 'a staté ranks ahead of North
Carolliii’ in prodiicton’ ot these citizers
Zobiib s we are  fr belind—almost twlce
a5 ligh'as” the national averag

New York, with more than & mmlon.
eXi

'lendu tollowed by Perinaylvania,.

edicatianal’ system.

“An’index of the progress mad in
past? generatlon’ 1a offered by
figures: twelve' per ‘tent: of

draftées ave’ College graduates, against

tive i pér; cent 1N 1018 85 péT ‘cent dre

high'school ¥ gradiates, ‘againat 17; per.

cent Ini1918; There 1s vast: improvément;
bt NorthCarolina;: ke moat " other
states,has"scarcely beguin’ {6  bringen<
lighteriment : to “het : people. Ofieadilt
out:of ;every four:in:the:State:is ailive
ing“indictment ‘of {oui’ policy :of i provid~
too :little - for :education;

Hush Bloney

Farmers Won’t Be Quieted By
Special Benefit Payments

We feel every sympathy for the
farmer in wartime, even jh the painful
moment of buying gold - plated eggs.
It is upon him that restrictions and
rationing fall most heavily, that the
manpower shortage Is a nigh-unbear-
able burden—and yet he hears the call
for ever-greater production. Washing-
ton continues to warn that a food short-
age looms, but if it comes it will be
none of the farmer's doing.

But we believe that he has often
been misrepresented by bloc spokesmen.
His call for rellef, expressed in com-
plicated terms of parity, was generally
misunderstood. He stood, by and large,
against the patronizing treatment of
Labor, and wanted to beé heard him-
self. Now Secretary Claude Wickard
offers him a reward to keep quiet, for-
get all of his troubles, and turn to
record production,

We don't expect the average farmer
to show appreciation of the policy call~
ing for $100,000.000 in “incentive pay-
ments”“—just as he did not appreciate
the benefit paymehts In the carly days
of AAA when he was asked to curtail
production. What your hard-working
farmer wants is a falr price scale to
enable him to produce al 2 profit under
a new cost scale, and a stabilization
at that point.

He wants, we belicve, no part in a
movement to increase prices by spiral,
and . thus shake apart the national
economy. He wants his share of the
benefits in this time of adjustment to
rising costs and no more. And we doubt
that he'll relish the idea of being pald
off in special benefits that keep him
going, allegedly prevent price rises, and
restrain him from- pressing for the
rights he fecls are lus.

The picture of a West Point wed-
ding gives us the happy palr surrounded
by the customary drawn swords. Under
the circumstances. the groom wisely

A

Her doom

of labor in every argument,
say that many causes contrlbute to sbsenteelsm and
that you cant discuss it in blanket terms. They
point out that women workers must have some time
to do family shopping and to run rationing errands.
And they will have to take stlll more time off for
that {f non-working wlves do not stop their silly,
panicky hoarding runs at the stores. That was so
bad right here in Washington that big department
stores had to appeal to the public not to jam thelr
stores.
Washinglon, of all places where they ought

(s know betler, put on one of the most disgrace-

tul exhibltlona In the country. Women doing

work can hardly he blamed for taking time off

to do panie shopping when they know that the

tls women ' in elr elghlurhooﬂ; are downiown
clawing the shelv lean: of everyihing: on’them
‘Absence’ because nt Hliness  must be l.llawed {o
and
or death in the househald or ‘among remxm. l“u!-

thermore, . some’: of ; the - statidtics : uridoiibtedly | ara

questlonable, - Sometimes ‘a’person  who ‘Gilts ‘a:job'ss
carried for the remainder ‘of that week da ah abséntes,
to simplify -bookkeeping.
lack of materials may result’in’absentee’ figiires on
the payroll account,:: Those; should ::properiy 'be
blamed on menagement rather than:labor;

Nobody here expects less than two per cent of
absenteelsm in & plant,-and perhsps:more: must
be expected it hours are made longer under.the:
new Presidentlal erder and:the: other drains on
the civillan working force, When men and women
are pushed more than 48 hours a week,. they
begin to (eel thz pressure for a frequent break
and sre to take a few days off every,little
while. But com‘llllolu such as those reported by
manpower officials In Maryland ocertainly  are
unnecessary, Three of the largest:war plants
in the Maryland area have had man-hour lossea
in given weeks equal to sixteen to twenty per cent
of thelr working fore

Paydays are Xalluwed in-mest plants by ‘a lhlfp
Jump in absences. ‘The records -may - show : Hiness
glven as the reason for a majority of absences,. but
who ever heard of a fellow coming back after taking
Monday off and reporting that his ahsen:a was due
10 & hangover?

The record of labor regnrdlng strikes “has been
excellent. The loss of work from strikes has become
negligible. But from slowdaowns and from absenteeisnt
it s serious, so Government production people say.
And now with the pressure an for manpower as i has
never been on before, excessive Rbsenteeism becomes
&n Increasing burden on the manpower pool.

The $500-a-Y ear-and-Up Question

—By Herblock

e TS TALK ABRIT
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Caution Advised

llospltals Can Be

By Dick Young

T FIRST flush. the City and County Governmenta

would, I think, do well to steer cleay of any fur-
ther hospital entanglements and their officlals might
well turn a deaf ear to any proposal to take over and
operale the old Charlotte Sanatorium. This deal looks
lke it might turn Into a “white elephant” and 1 am
sure Municipal and County officials are going to ba
careful about grasping a rope that might lead to an
albino pachyderm.
The City Government already has a hes-
pilal problem and the early struggles of the
Memorial Hospital to get golng and municlpal ad-
minkstrators lying awake at nights, worrying over
the prospects of finding themselves with a hose
pital an thefr hands. Under Carl Flath's admin-
istration, the Memorlal i3 stepping out and thix
problem Is fast being solved. Bul the Clty has
no business taking on any more troubles of this
kind and ! am confident they won'l.

‘The miedical advocates of the plan to safeguard
Charlotte's hospital facillties by dumping the respon-
stullity of the Sanatorium on the Clty and County
Governments are assuredly indulging in a bit of wishe
ful thinking.

1 may be wrong and 1 stand ready {o be
shown otherwise but In {his movement by the
doctor-owiers of the Sanalorium property I can
see only a plan to throw he burden of reviving
an expiring Institution upon the shoulders of the
Government and thus ultimalely upon the tax-
payers. And, brothers, L aint right—as laudable
as ministration to the sick really is, The com-

Burdens

munity's obligation ta Ha indigent can well he met
at the Memorial Hospltal in which the Clty Gov-
ernment has ample (nterest,

From Pitlar to Post on City Hall Square: Once
agatn I move my typewriter and desk and thls time
1 fcave the second floor of the City Hall and for the
first time in nearly seventcen years my news bafll-
wick Is located off the officlal second floor. Becauss
the civilian defense needed the space T was shifted to
the third floor. And that's OK. by me. . . . A lady
whose dog was missing from home wns worrled and
distracted. To ease her mind and learn the fate of
her lost dog. she telephoned the sanltary department
and inquired if any dead dogs had been picked up,
Ernest McCoy. the driver of the “dead wagon”, re-
celved that call and when he had made his rounds
calied the lndy on the phone,: When there was still
some doubt over the description’of the two dead dogs
e had picked and the description of the lady's
missing pooch, Mr. McCoy offered to drlve by (it was

is way im) and:lelithe lady see for herself,
Noither of the dogs was hers and Inter e was found,
but this consideration that was shown by Mr. McCoy
ought not to pass unnoticed,

Gondolenice to Patrolman R. 7. Biackley \ehose sise
ter died this week, . 5. Z, Reed Dillingham,
seeretzy to Police Chict Anderson, s such cheery

at I call her “Sunshine.” ..., Congraty-
latlans (o Tax_ Coflector Emost. Dolntiey o M. ro-
markable record af collection of cutrent faxes, which
already exceeds the 87 per cent budget estimate for
the entire year.

Quote, Unquoie

T IS catimated that 80,000 pairs” of shoes are lying
idle i closels or being worn only occasionaily.
Put tdle shocs to work. The leather Irém onc pair
of men's oxfords means a pistol holster. Save leather
for war and give our troops the shoes with which to
march to victory.~—OPA Director Prentiss M. Brown,
I feel certain that the day for the liberation
of my peaple Is not far away, AW af the cn-
slaved natlons must now feel that the hour for
thelr redemption has struck—Philippines Presi-
dent Manuel Quezon.

A Jufitsu peace attempt would be typleal of the
Japanese: and that they would lower their guard
and then strike agatn—Joseph C. Grew, former am-
bassador to Tokyo.

The Bouth Paclfic story might Kave been
vasily different for the las¢ three or four months
had we not established ourselves in the Solomons
successfully.—Navy Seeretary Frank Knox,

I think General Giraud is an extremely- gallant
French soldier. I should feel very proud If I bad his
vecord in fighting Germany.—British Forclgn Secre-
1ary Anthony Eden.

_mined, unrelenting. smashing sttack.

cring momentum towards its climax—so far we
have every reason (o rejoles—Winston Churchill.

Our hope s to distribute. available supplies of
Tubber and gasoline 5o that cssentlal war activitica
may proceed at full speed. Farming, our food produc-
tion, ranks &t the top of our baslcally necessary war
activitles, The less essentinl uses of gascline and
tires must never be permilted to slow down our
essentinl food production.~~OPA.

We never are able (o get the Germana lo
come oul and meel us {n a tank to tank combal,
They don't like to play our way because we prefer
1; niuﬁl it out—NMajor James S. Simmermann, in

unl -

‘Then the dirty bums opened up in earnest. Three
minutes later a ship on my ¥ight was hit, then we
got !t, and while we were abandoning ahip a fourth
vessel blew up~—Michael Barey, sKipper of mer-
chnnln\nn torpedoed off South America.

peak ‘no longer of defense. That has nnw
passed. and we (hink of - atlack
Our uoops.
Cmmd!nn Wilted Kingdom and those of the Domine
fons and our Allles, have chafed at fnaction,:: They

Bhott layol{s because of:

° =S
PR 1943 87 HEA BERVICE e, T M RED V. 0. )

“I told ‘yvou ‘when'you:were doing allithat:buying that
you . were gettingitos muchof : thigidarned
corned beef - hash !

Ft’s A Game

The Home Fromt

By Samuel Gra/tou

. . NEW YORE
SOME'HMES it snows, sometimes it rains, xometimea the sun shines,;
but obscurantlsm gocs on every day and forever.

We have heard a great deal about “the home front” lately., We
have heard that the draft ought to be limited, to protect the home
front, that synthetic rubber should be glven precedence over alr-
craft and high-oclane gasoline to protect the home front, and
that the Army should not scize 7.000,008 automoblles, as it desires
(o do, because that would be a blew to the home front, and, in fact.

cancern about the heme frant has reached so high a level of
intenslty that the Wall Street Journal has devoted a startled froni-
page story to [t

One of the bigwigs of isolation has even made up s kind of :
editorlal siogan. or disorderly prose poem. about “the muscle and the
heart,” showing that while the Army is our muscle, the home front
s the lerl. The proposal to take our spare tires gives some men,
naturally, heart attacks.

You will remember that last Fall, while we were enjoylng our
tannual) argument over wiping out overtime pay, there was litile
mentlon of the home front. The basis of that argument was the
war front. Overtime pay was bad for the war front: overlime
pay disheartened the boys on the war front, overtime pay should
be avalished 14 atiffen morale an the war front, For the purposes
of this argument the boys an Guadalcanal were presumed to have  °
no relatives back home. For it was hard (o see how any of them
would be stiffencd hy a letter from his old man, saying: “Dear
son, you will be glad to know that T am no langer recelving over-
time pay. 1 know this will make you happy, a3 I have been told it
is just what you wanted for Christmas, your loving [ather, Dad.”

Now this business of shifting the base of current argument about

the war from the war front to the homie front, and back again. accord- ea
ing to convenfence, is one of the prime examples of obscurantism o ke
our time. . Ch

We mu in cffect, not give up one-fourth of our automobiles, 3 cid
because that would be bad for the home front. We must end over- . 8 , Ca
lime pay. because overtime pay is bad for the war front. We must & ati
reduce the projected slze of the Army to protect the home front. - )

{This Is & honey because It combines both clements: we must reduca o Se)

the war front to protect the home front. Bul when last Fall the c.
argument ran the other way. that we should keep the sise of the Army Ho
down to perfect an immediate invasion force; in other words, keep = Abx
the size of the Army down for the sake of & more vigorous war front, - for
there were few takers.) > wle
Thr thing Is rich in examples: We must mol aend teo. much 8
d, ta our allics, for the sake of the home front. Then the !
nwm must not scnd too many men to our allles, for the sake Res
of the home front, but we should send supplics, Instead: (he name wit
aupplics, of course, that we should nol send, for the sske of the Jus
home front. ur
Further, and am T having fun: Mr. Roosevelt and other civilians » . Ho
should 1ot interfere in military decisions, but leave them to milltary in
men, for the sake of the war front, which is a highly techifical field, - Fa
Then the hop. sk Cangress should look into the question
of limiting the size of the Army, for the sake of the home front. c.
ng that ths process might k
fie entirely nnocent, butil've been struck by the thought of how rarely ern
the obscurantlsts, in"the'course of thelr obscure progress, ever obscurs aft
(hemselves Into a plea;tocgive our allics an averwhelming amount of day

help, in a hurry. I71:holdthe paragraph until 1 think that one over, —

Figures Talk

Aid To Russia

New York Times
EAVERBROOK ntid ‘othiers complaln about the allggedly small perd - .
centage of Allled production that has gone to Russia. It has been
officially stated that we and Britain have given Russla_ 4600
planes ‘and 5800 tanks. Now in the officlal communique of Feb. 3
about :the final curtain at Stalingrad the Russlans say that between
Jan::10 and Feb, 2 they accounted for 195000 Nazls with 750 planes
and ‘1500 tanks.

«In other words, (he Alles have given Russla the lank equlp-
ment of three-quarters of a milllon Naxi troops and even a groater
stock of plants, One might then argue that the Allies have fur-
nished Russla with enaugh (anks and planes for (wo Stalingrads,
We furnlshed Russla with at least twice (he number of fanks
niobllized by Hitler tor the knockout of

But there is this further danger about airlly tosslng off percentages
wlthout regard for the concrete circumsiance. Whet you say that Chins
or Russin received only two per cent or five per cont or ten per cent
of our output in tanks and plnes it doesn't mean that only this much
of the Allied tank-und-plane efforl was allocated to China or to Russia,

An American tank or plane landed in Archangel might mean
an cxpenditure af three timea the amount of laher, cosi and ama
that It lakes o deliver & lank or plane to one of our new armies
tralning heee at home, We are not speaking here, primarily, of
losses in transport to Russla, but of the actual distsnice involved.

1i'l Flower

“N & few hours” came the ingratinting volce of the Mayor over ths

radio on Sunday, “the OPA will announce ihe freezing of another
commodily, bogmnmg tomorrow morning. . , . 80 1o tomorrow
morning's paper for the announcement, which mAy come as a surprise,
ULl ot bo food, and in the meaniime do not do Any unnecessary
walking.

The resull of this hint was to (Il Easi Side shoe atores, open
on Sunday, wilh frantically buying customers cager {o beat the
gun, This s preclacly the result that . James . F.. Byrnes, the
Director . of - Economle . Stubifization, : sought te avold by lreel«ln[
ahoe salea prior to rationing.

t will ofen’ be necessary for Washington' to n))prlﬁe Jocal - officlals
mmmeuunny Inadvance : of shnuar actions. - These *officlals  ean ; co-
~opernte: only : by’ keeping : th
In all such cises’ it nhould be 1m for thoss:in.charge:at Wn hington
t0 bresk .the news first

e (hhlk (1§33 Ihutanll\l-cnllnel hrndpm




