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. Rommel might have risked a stand{ =&l

Reported

Eighth Army
Gets Over.
urdle

-Axis Forces ulled Farther
From Series of Gulches

LONDON — (AP) — The Britiqh were over another
hurdle today in the pursuit of the s across Libya as
Marshal Rommel, still preferring to mn rather than fight,
pu]led his rclrmtmg army farther west of Wadi Bei El

Headquerters communique|been Impelled by Tecent ~activity
in- Calro sald Eighth Army van-{Of Allted bombers and - fighters
gUATds hed driven Axis motorsed|JIeT B Tripolitania and western
units back after a clash west of| oov8 c0sst areas, harrving  his
the Wadi, a series of gulches injCrposed forces and depriving .them
the Wads b Saes of Fuldhies In{or time and seeurity o dig -in.
Tripoii. Altheugh - it has  been™ sur-

was one of the lnét pinces| mised that'he’ may" be racing
in . the Libyan wilderness where| ~westward, prepared to abandon

Iibya,  in . order - (o ...}

forces with :the . Axis army .in
Tunlsla  for .. (he . tnal . show-
down in- North - Afrlca,: It st
was possible . that - be infends
to make Tripoli . itself’ n fors

See  ROMMEL “on page 8

by the femnants of his retreating
rmy . ond  dispatches from the
docert sald the British had ex-
pected him to do o
PLANES - ACTIVE
Rommel's _decision

Ay - have

Ohio City
Fearful As
Flood Water
Rises High
Portsmouth Folk

Cross Fingers

PORTSMOUTH, Ohio. =
(AP)—The Ohio River hurled
its full flood fury at.this.in
dustrial city of 40,400 mhnbl-
ants today after driving 40,
000 : 10 ;50,000 :persons : from
theirzzhomes s upstream’: and
causingiidamage s that “ imay
reachi$3.500,000.
o Tesldents serossed  their  fing=
s and. hoped against (resh floods
a:company :of - Army ; engineers
Belped. fi) 20,000 Sandbigs. 10 bule
wark ; a 62+foot : flood ; wall.: Stores
of tamities i were’ removed : from :un-
protected oiltl:

¥ing
running = outiof : its
from’;:East
Evansvilie;

Tiver:
banks for::760 miles
Liverpool;s/0.i::to : below

Demand QOuster Of

Vichy Holdovers

Call for Elimination Made By

Fighting French of de Gaulle

LONDON-Z(APY-=A demand from the Fighting French
of ‘General:Charles de Gaulle for elimination of :the:hold-
overs: from the:Vichy regime™ in:North Africa:toddy posed

& new:obstaclé taispeedy union of all anti-Axis:Frenchmen
inte a sifgléiicohesive force ~c(‘)\mg the liberation'of :France:
for

Sea Battle

Prcnch satd negottations’ for ;uni<
C{tication  are underway.s and T am
optimistic, bul don’t expget Al easy
or rapid solution.”

“White General
cral Henrt Giraud,
Commissioner,
successton to the assassinated Ad
R miral Jean Darlan) is all right,
And Nazis Boast the principal obstacle i the men

L Rps " vndermeath  him  who _are hold-
Only Minor Suecess U0 Pl "t ségime.

LORDON " (7 = The' German | TREF muist be - eltminated ..
Him  Command  repatied  today| A numbes who have done w
the first venture in which # had |URder Wiehyt sull old key dobs
risked any of \ts strong norihern !0 Nortt sald this spokes-
avel saadron o pres on the | man. Thiough e did not A
convey route o Russia since last Be said they ave the. encs
August _and, at beet. i bonsted prenched  collaboration  and
s ucoes persccuted fellow Frenckmen,

Oniy ome. Aled vessel & de-] A Telirn to the constitution of
e e e W ink and|me repustican reptme 1 Prance
the . communique  acknowledged | TSt be the basis for the untted
that’the Qermans. who can iflEht and de Gaulle bas taken
afford to trade ship for ship. |t tive 1a trying 1o get the
also had Iost a destrover. various factions together, he con-

e Yeported gunfne hits also on|imucd The “state of affairs® rath
vt Alied ehetiers.  desiroyers | €7 than personalities hwvolved must
and mercantmen  and torpeda | be changed 1o bring about i
hits on four other carga ships but|eturn of the Republic of France,
conceded that none of these fight-|'he spokesman asserted.
ing ships or merchanlmen was{FREE PRIS RS
seen to stnk. Meanwhile, General Giraud or-

The communique said the on-Taooi“te New Years Day libers
ounter occurred  Dee. 31 NOArignon of “a certaln number. of

. rorsons detained because of cer-

Bee SEA BATTL tain political tendencies.” The lib-
crations weré “without regard
the fdcology of their intercsts.
mspired solely by thelr war ree-
ords nnd preofs of patriotism they
have <hm\n under varfous circum-
stances

“The announcement made no rof-
ereice ta the twelve persons ar~
texted carller this week in cone
nection with an alieged  plot ta
and that the Japancse are retreal- fasenseinate  Girnud  and  Rebert
ing southward M the dizection of |Murphy. President Reasevelts per-
usung, 52 miles below Talhi,_gw|sonnd sepresentative fo North At-
the Yangize.

Giraud
French

iGen-
High

on page 8
Chinese Driving
Japanese South
CHUNGKING—M—Chinese  dis-
patches from Lhe front today re-
ported that Chinese troops  have

recaptured  Tstenshin and  Tathu.
I southwestern Anhwel Provinee,

in__North_Africa_ |

Indi
late stonightior iSunday’
eleveniabove flood

ati6l: feet:

Threcsengineers: were: killed and
four #tralnmen injired
Ehiladelphis
twoiireight
rerouted : bec

Marooned w«rk(-r Aprepared
103 FeHTR Y o R plants i ks
CEasULIVerpool. Wellsvilel Sieus
benvitle; i MatHing Feriy;i Bridges
portiiBellaireand iMaricttas; 0%
nnd Welrtan. \tdkburg.wmcx-

ETRY

MIGHT ON THE:SEA—V-shaped: glow. in: the:sky" hangq svmbolically o
“Mcditerrancan: where &ilhotictted - British: aircraft carrier and capllal ship stand

CgliardioffFAllied positions:on the African coast.

over-a

i Jap Forces Splli
{ On Guinea Front

; Isola'tcd Iﬁlq Two Small
ibéctox s as Well as a Small Pocket -
VAWILLIAM F. O BONT

B
. kO\IF\\III‘RL INsNEW
CECADYEEFSUSWIng At policy
holdings: IR progressive

sthaller “segments,
Wndzifant iy sty succeeded todny in
iese Giithe’ Buna:front into two

i and ruumnum W VAl
The Ohlo's“credithit paint’ Pleas:
ANt/ 80 miles tnorth of i heresast
night;=reaching sfiflernsfert s above
flood - Jevel:s Eight s fe: water
covercd :half the tawn,; whode 3,500
population i:has S been . doubled & by
new .war. workersiA thousand /werc
made - homeless

Huntington, . W.: VA ia": cit
006 - betwedh - Here  and
Pleasant, - was tafe behind an §11.+
900000 T2-fo0t gvall compleicdt It
month.: The 1y xpected to
Dot e 615 feet, 1., above
flood _stage.

400 EVACUATED
At_Proctorsille. O..
of the town's 950
cvacuated, some to  Huntington
Hundreds of homes were flooded
hland ghd Catlerts]

roran seven feet m»;» in
the Caulettsbiirg business distiict
Semi - paralysis of

however, 400
residents were

See FLOOD THREAT on page §

Mrs. Churchill Hopes

Full Trinmph Ahead
LONDON — -hn Winson
Churchit ing i a BBC o
seas brondenst  sorvice.  sald
day "we have good  reasan
hope and Indeed expect that the
victories n Russta. Africn, and in
the Pacific are the beginning of
n gathering  avalanche  that in
the fulltess of tme will over-
whelm Hitder anid all his stanic
he described 1042 1 event.
ful vear m wineh retreats and
dcleats were followed by trium-
phant successes
Her nddress was o rebroadeast
of & New Year's Eve appeal for
e ald to Russian fund. subscrip-
tlons to which tetaled 0,000
Neadly 3000 tans of supplics
been sent to Russia. Incuding
C-ravs unhts. swpial e

drugs, N
struments, blankets and  cloftung.

Pounding Of Japanese Bases In

Southwestern Pacific

By WILLIAM F. BONI ers which struck Vunakanau_afre
SOMEWHERE IN NEW GUINEA,| fic)d and s mixcd force of Fort-
Jan. 1. — (Delasedy - Gm—Allted | and _Liberators which drop-
envy bombert, Taching out in neav-|pod thousand-pound bombs on &
for s fores than It been omploved |sHippg concentrations n e har-

Inithis aren o we continued | bor.
their pounding of Japanese boses| Beeause of
in the Southwest Pacific Jhis morn- [ the _full effect

Ing.by plastering (he Rabaul arca ‘

{0 Northern ¢ New  Fwitaty  with
everything from small fragmentas
tlon bombs. to thousand-pounders
aren was divided
forr 5 A

o

by Ma-{ly

weather  conditions,
the attacks s
they are betieved
to have been highly satisfretary
AU least three ships, totalting 2
D00 tons were set afire and others
were possibly hit and damaged.
The s were 50 th
sprayed  with rrugmcnmmn
riEd Scott of Hollandnle, Miss,|bombs thnt only thrce Jap Zera
Which attackéd : the. Lasimas atr- | BRhier planes wire abio to take off
Wome; - a-forca 0f Liverator bomb- |in an attempt to intercept the last

Continued

Ameriean  formation. which
over Rabaul at daybreak,
ata Alrdrome on the
side of New Bdtam Island
hammered  with  thousand-
pound bombs by American 5
and B-17s which had falled to un-
load theair boml Rabaw)
One Zero fighter was de
on the grotmd at ¢
out of a force of
tar single American
tor were knocked down
Definite hits on the
were reported by Lient
Arant, & boyish looking

came

oved
five whi

Libeta-

shipping
Johny R
pitot

e on page &

Yol
Point

production { 12

Air Raiders
Blast Japs

Strike in-Aleutian
And in Solomons

WASHINGTON —(—Thr Navy
Trported today that American AW
Forces in the Pacific had opened
the new with heavy attacks
against  Japaticse
Jand fn the Alutian Idands and
Japanese positions in the Solomon
Istands, including the area believed
of their farce
on Guadalea
Navy communiqie No. 236
“Nerth Paciftc
"1 On Japuary Ist, a force of
‘Liberator’ heasy  bombers  Con-
solidated B-241 escorted by “Light-
ning' fighters 1Lockheed Pe381 ate
tacked  Japancse  cargo  <hips  in
Kiska Horbor, S ‘Zeros'  ni-
tempted to intercept the  attacs
and one was shet down. A near-
hit was scored an one small ship.
Clouds. prevested consplets - oboer-
vaton of results. No. Ul S. planes
w lost,
outh  Pacific:
lonpitude?
Ou Januar P
‘Dauntless”  dive bombers
Douglas SBD) drapped bombs fn
the vienuty of Kokumbono, where
pse feadquarters on Guadal-
a1 1slnnd are believed to be lo-
Dense jungle growth pres
ed observation of resulty
L Marauder” medium bomb-
s (Martn 2 B-261, escorted” by
Afracobra' 1 Bell P ‘Lightntag’
sLockheed  P-381 “Warhawk'
‘Curtiss P-f0)  fighters.  bombed
the Munda ares of New Grorgia
Tsland. Al U. 8. planes rcturned

See Al RAIDERS on page §

-4, Loses Life
Trying To Bave Pup

dates are

and

,.ul

AN LUIS OBISTO. Callf.
- arry Lee Hickman, 4,
san ol Mrs, Harold Neuman,
dled yesterday Arving te pro-
teet his pup, The dog is dead,
toa.

Investigators  Cound  their
hodles within a big refrigera-
tor in Mrs. Newman's garage.

Corencr L. L. Beuchler said
tracks indicated a larger dog
had approached Larry and his
pet. playing In' the garag, T)w
boy sought refuge in tee
box, taklng the dog witl it

wold Kicka  Is-| B

GUINEA;-Jan."1.==(Delayed)
of .seeking tobreak . enemy
Allied " tanks
olating the Jap-

pocket.

A parachare ‘attatk with tanks
which began in the early morning
had teached . the beach at East
Giropa . Point ™ aloig  n 400 "yard
front by noon. Then. wheeling
cast by mid-afterrioon, pocketed a
force of Japancse in A heavily
bunkered area bordered on  the
Horth™ by "Senl” Ml “Creek.” -
JAPS IN GROVE

The terrsin was described 887a
coconut grove. in which the Japs
had cut down many trees and had
used them for building connceting
piliboxe: almost entirely hidden by
rass four to five feet tall,

This pocket was under our In-
famtry and tank nttack from
west utid southwest, and also was
under the artillery fire of Austra
inn_ 25-pounders

The -rtillery unils had to fire
with  exceptional  accuracy,  since
ihe target was small and a slight
miscalculation would have endan-
gered Our Oown troops.

Two other Jap concentrations in
the arca running south from Gl-
sopn Point snd Buna Govermment
Station were being whittled dowp
steagily.

An attack on a Jap submarine,
mentioned in the latest communis
que from General MacArthur, was
carried out Dee. 31 by a Liberator
plane returnineg from an attack on
Ribaul, The B-24 bomber spotted
the sub. dived and strafed ft sev-
cral times.

Seranton Editor Dies

SCRANTON —Pi— Edward J
Lynett, 86. editor and publisher of
the Scranton Times, died today aft-
or & two-week Hlness.

cetors as well as a smalld

High Total

Borrowed

Treasury Gets” Funds

For War Operation

WASHINGTON -~ (Pi — Treas-
wry  Secrctary Morgenthau  an-
nounced today (fiat there would be
no more- speclal drives for funds
to - finance the war unul early
April because the Treasury had
borrowed an histotic total of $12.-
906000000  during  December
through ks victory fund campaign.
The original December goal of
$0,000000000 was overreached by
433 per cent.

The actual total of money
brought into the Treasury last
month was $15.600.000,000, beca

SRR

ld' Russian

own T aken

y Red Forces

Invaders’ Whole
Might Be Threat

By HENRY

Eastern Front
ened
C. CASSIDY

MOSCOW — (AP} — The Red flag of the Soviets ﬂew

over the ancient’ Ru
signal a major Russian victory

ian_town of Velikie” Luki:today;to

¥ on the central front. !

Recapture of the Nazi strongpoint was - officially a
nioiinced after a bitter siege in which its hedgehog fortifica®
tions. were slowly and painstakingly reduced.-:Thereby:the
main German line of defenses in the central drea:and:pél
haps the invaders’ ‘entire Eastern front, from the Baltic Sea

to the Caucasus, were placed i

in dangcr

As the Russians with scemingl
tnexhaustable offensive power push-
ed through _ Velikie _Luki . they
formed & salient threatening Ger-
man positions to the northeast
about Leningrad a n d southeast
about Smolensk, the latter a ma-
jor rear base for German opera-
on the whole front,
NAZIS DOING LITTLE

Germans showed no signs of
taking any decisive counter-action
toward averting [urcher  catastro-
phies in the central a

elikie Luki_ fell )umrdn), after |

s fight to the dealh in:which Red
Army - artillery . and minfaniry ;en-
circled and : crushed - &ll

Shift Nazi
Diplomats

Sweeping  Changes
Being: Carried Qut
NEW  YORE (= Adolt

“Tha Gérman gatrison 1’ (ke
towen, - which ;. refused wia - lay
down its arms, was wiped out”

the regular carly communique
of the Russlan Command sald.

(The Germans insisted today that
Vellkie Luki still was being  stub-
bornly held yesterday.)

Batdlefront dispatches . sald | that
the town had been elaborately” for-
titied and surrounded by n
of mines, tank traps and pmtmes

and that cven & special system of
hooks had_ been hidden under the

snow to Tip the-legs of attacking [;
i

00ps.
Preceding their final aSSault, -the
Russians captured a ring of hilly
overlooking the city. Working from
there they finally forged through
e .t

Von Ribbentrop,” has’ récalled
hard . Von | Stohrer,’ German
bassador to Madrld, Geer

man’ Minister to” Stockhiolm ;-’afo'(
Jan. 1, the “radlo”’ announcemes
sald,

of-§2
and other collections.

“There L5 comfort for all of us
in thls grand response by the peo-
ple to the war needs of the ‘Treas-
wry," Morgenthau said. “The banks
of the country promptly and will-
ingly did their nllotted " share of
the lending for their own account.
and they Are especially to be come
mended for the manner (n which
they urged  their V]

first great break-through oh the
central front since the - Soviets
started their Winter ' offensive In
that area,

TMPORTANT POINT

Possession - of . Velikie : Luki -gives
the Russians a’ vitally
point from which’to:conduct -their
operatfons, - for ::itiistands=at =
junction potat - of

i

to ‘withdraw funds and
them in Treasury securitie:

tavest

Zoo Has No Animals

For Houschold Pets
HERSHEY. Dao—i—The
banding Hershey zoo let
known today that it hasn't a sin-
gle lion, tiger. bear of even
wolf that would make a palsy-
walsy houschold playmate

The o0, its atlendance cut by
travel resrictions. annownced Dec.
1 it closing for the dura-
Uoii and would dlspose of ‘most
of ite 5,000 wild antmals and birds.
most o other 700!
“Since  then.”
ward  Walker,

sighs . Manager
“weve Had . calls
from all over ;the country :from
persons who want cubs ns gifts.
People mean well.-but they for-
get that  even ..zog-bred beasts
grow up, and you cant lead a
man-cating _ Uger around on &

string.”

ZILINE 'on page 8

Flames Rage at
Cannery Plant

SAN : PEDRO, Calif —~(P=Flimes
which gutted the spreading . frame
cannery of the French Sardine Co.
on Terminal . Island were reported
under control early today after a
2 1-2-hour fight by fireboats and
land equipment.

The fire, in a restricted militaty
district. wns reported rot to have
spread to adjacent_installations.- It
proke out about 3:35 A. M. (PWT)
and within a few minutes . three
fireboats and all avatable motor-
ized equipment were on the sceme.

The cannery is In a congested
industrial district, but reports were
that the flames were confined to
the French Company’s plant.

here  were no  estimates  of
damage.

important | !

the i Moscow- { 0%
e Moscow- B0 ot

NEW POSTS
“They . will ‘be given new. posta
fn"the German Forelgn® Office,””
addeds :
The : dhnogneement-sald’ Bans
Adolf “Von Moltke- would :take ovés
rshi Ma

e

Nanking, is belng sent ' to ; Tokyo:

to . take ;oven’ the’ German

matic ;: representation iat

holm.

Minister  Erich ' Kordt, lttl

5 the German - Embassy - in’: Tokyo;
v\\ll act : as:-charge - d'affaires; lt
Nanking unl!u .d new. Am

can - be appainte

Stahmer, who i3 l’cporlcd ha
pla)ed n behind-the-scenes rola;tn:
the . negotiatidn . of . the :’ German:
Ialian-Japanese : pact - 'of : alllance,
is . being . sens, to “Japan apparen|
the ; ties : between:

those - ties - apparently :are:
ng. v

First:Wonian Wins

Tire Inspection Job

CHICAGO-® = Amﬂc 588
ol

American Air Raiders Hang Up
Remarkable Record In Africa

By WES GALLAGHER
ADVANCED  AMERICAN

pdMeE _BASE IN NORTH AF-
RICA —i@—Men of the American
Lisht Domber Squadron, Hving i
tin huts and pup tents on n feld
attacked almost datly by the Luft-
waffc. have hung up the remarks
able record of carrying out 41
ralds on the Germans in Tunisin
wih the loss of Just one piane
crow—angd that one §s safe

cd by Major Charles C. Kegel-
man, of EI Reno. QKM who struck
the (st American air blow agatns
the Nazis in n raid over Holland
on July 4, (e first small group of
light “bombers . put  their  wheels
down on the African plain s
rounded by mountains

The fleld was ty—no  run-
ways. no gasoline, no bombs, o

ground crews, no haugars,

“All we had was our tooth-
brushes.” Mafor Kegelman said.
Today tents dot the plain and
mechanics and ground crews sWarm
aver specdy Ameriean bombers.
The doy nfter the original land-
Wi A few trucks loaded with bombs
and gusoline  arrtved, and  toe
bombers took off on’ thelr first
mission. Forty-one raids. says Ma-
jor Kerelman, mnke thls “the most
experienced  Hght | bomber  squad-
ron i the American Air Force.”
The strength of -thele blo
can be seen from the fact that
the Germans send over planes
cvery day to blast the nest.
The answer of the grinning
ground crews was to build ap

alr taid shelter over a conven-
lent bombd cralers

‘There is no and no

tre S
Regional Rattontng. Chiel Sriohe
acl’ Muleahy :was Miss: Mildred
Meers, 33.: Officlals belteve: her.
to br the anly wom‘nn tire’ fnd
spector In’ the ‘country. =i

Phtisa | Meers,: who-tarled

5 atack clerk with’ tho' Fireatons
Co. In St. raanages

o Southsido branch of the flrm.

place to go and nothing to do but
fly and eat. Rations come out of
cans and there is no surprise ele-
ment.  Always it's hash.

“Our record of mot losing pianes
can be attributed to the wonder-
ful support given by _Amerlean
P-38%. and to our speed and the
experience that the boys ure get-
tng all of r sudden.” - sald: the
major. - who. looks - more . mature
than he did $x months agov;, Lieu-
tenant Randal.. Dorton of - Long
Beach, : Calit., . s - navigator - and
bombardler. - nodded . agroement.

Major Kegelman:has three ox,ma
four members who made . the origl-
nal ;flight  with . him . over : Holland.
“The':: fourth, . Sergeant : Golay, \u

back " inithe : United : States nudy‘ P

ing for a commission.




