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Prosident?

Author Can See MacArthur
*44 Winner, But We Can’t

We know next to nothing of the life
and works of Dr. Fred T. Wilson, the
-Washington historian—but if he views
the past with the same eye he now
hag tralned on the future, we know
enough. His outspoken prediction that
General Douglas MacArthur would be-
come Republican nominee for Presis
dent in 1944 and win an overshelming
victory left us open-mouthed. If we
haven't seen everything now, we'll re-
linquish all our remaining rights.

Presuming that the opinion was of-
fered :ns:a- serlous one, it comes nigh
setting “a v record. - Even in the dark
diys: of - General - MacArthur's  herole
_&tand:on’ Bataan .and Corregldor, and
‘on’the thrilling day of the news of
his ‘escape - to - Australia, we assumed
that: MacArthur - for - President . idea

. But:if :the  blessing .of -a:historlan at
. this'date ‘serves as: officlal inotice that
me i segment © of :the - populace - still

70 43" the " next : President, . the . case
a2y démind “a’Teview.
¢ Ahero worthy of :national ‘adulation;
MacArthur surelyis.”: Perhaps no mill-
tary campalgn’ in’American : history :so
Btirred icontemporary s Americans:as  did

eve’ that heils - decidedly ‘ot a man
be considere:
ential candida

‘the spotlighted cam¥

ign'ito’ come in. Etrope:::And ¥ that!

of course, 1s"as" ridicilous 'as - the Isiir~

se ' that  the General: will :sweép to
yictory :unider:GOP ‘banners-in . '44.

. We'note. In'ipassing, that: Historian
‘Wilsonis“the “author -of “a - book : called
fThese Thrée Alofe.” "He'll know a new
mieaning : for:that:next year, andthat's
glvinig:him’ the ‘benefit “of -Arkansas and
Tennessee,:the ' two . states . President-

 elect” MacArthur “is - caleulatéd to carry
8z" birthplaces - of ‘himself and his wife,

BDiscovery

City’s Liguor Trade Alarms
‘A Visiting Yankee Reporter

The New York Sun, We note with dis-
may,:: has  discovered - and announced
that::“Bootleg - Era Revived in Dry
_Charlotte :as - Prohibition Threat Ap-
Pears:in-Carolinas.” To begin with, it
© Is"astonishing that our New York con-
. ‘temporary was able to discern this
appalling new trend of the times. We
7had been under the impression that our
“bootleg era™ was very old, that it had
existed even far beyond the coming
of ‘eounty option, and that the “prohi-
_ hition threat” was simply a hardy Caro-
Hra perennial.
We have no doubt that a Big Town
reporter, eyeing our beliboys, laxi driv-
nd irtive hole-in-the-wali” dis-
pensarics engaged in a brisk jlquor
trade was taken aback. It is not sur-
prising, either, that he shonld have
fell concern for the well-being of our
thirsty oitiszns, whom he pictures as
being subjected to a “rubtle binding
1 the wills” through restnictions. Yes,
it is wafortunate that a sensitive jour-
nailst ad 1o look upon ws In our dri
vvoling, wet-drinking condition—but we
would hasten to reassure him.
The coming of coupon books and
¥abortive” hours of opening and closing
of “ABC stores does not mean that all
187 lost. The result of these wartime
ehanges may be “deadly apparent” to
a stranger, but to homefolks they meun
. Nttle or nothing. If Chariotte was con-
suming $10000 worth of bootlegged
whisky per day a couple of years.ago,
it ix probably keeping up that pace to-
day, and that's nothing It is no
more and no less than the result to be
expected in a dry area. It nol Carg-
inlan, . but Amerlcan.
It o.the _reporter's charge  that the
sftuation proves  that Dry
orcea sarenot in the least interested
temiperance - is true, then it is uni-
sally true;:and -docs hot appiy solely
Meckienbiurg : Drys.. The -Sun has

found a condition neither new, danger-
ous nor unique. The system in operation
has been, is and will be the only answer
for this or any other county under the
present system of liguor control, and
our brethren to the north need have
no {cars. No explosion is threatencd,
“The sound of gunfire" will nol be
forthedming if and when other coun-
ties, now wet, go dry. The answer \Mll
be bootlegging, not shooting.

Triple Talk
CIO Scorns Ruml Plan, Wants
Pay.4s.-You-Ga, Yet Doesn’t

Of all the otherwisc surefooted trave-
lers who have lost their way In the
labyrinthine  bypaths of  Beardsley
Ruml's pay-as-you-go tax plan, the CIO
is not%Me least. Others have been lost
in the .maze, to be sure (It was en-
lightening to see Treasury experts
wheellng by in-confusion),. but none
have become . 50 beautifully: dizzy ias
Phil Murray and his men. i

CIO .wants it understood. from the
beginning _that it - s opRased i to" iha
Ruml : Plan-~because - proposed i ¢dncels
lation”of :1942 taxes offéfs: a:Windfallito
the wealthy. n wants no part ofia pro<
gram givlng pecial = benetits i o s the
vested: interests,: regardless ol iits elfect
upon’Labor.: That ieaticeltation s will# im=
mediately  bring’ Hfe-givingireltef o mis
lions df :heavily burdendd:iittie tsxpay-
ers’i5°of ‘Htle  moinent: Tht highincomes
brackets mist not he allowedito® escape
1042 Fiifiscathied;

But Presidéiit Murray approves: 3 pay=
as:you-go’plan; even urges’its  passage,

He :his:no: particilar plan’ (i mifdiHe

8895 but he ‘dossnt. watl Eaniceliation
of :at yeéar'sitaxes:: Not ‘that. ‘But:y
next: bréath he opposed {doubling:
Payments for wagesearners; No'ski;

no: doublliig, bt sL payiasiyo

doesi’t ' want taxation: he wants
toswiter  Hiracles:

Rospél:is enacted 1116 1AW EHd Amer!

taxation’ 157 plitt on a’ soiid basis for
present i and i futtre;
thereil be i noFapprodeh’ to i theinew
record ' 56t by. Prestdent Murray &id
CIO, who went the field two'better. The
Treastry -was' cohteit! 1o {alk' about
“assets” : it conldn 'tV define; aiid  refused
to:face the simple fact of /daglight<savs
Ing s time - In - taxation: What i Biothier

Murray did, we-still ‘aren't "quite vstirg

The Fed Tide

Stalin's Rushing - Armies
Rush Germany To'lis Doom

Kursk and Rostov are gone, Kharkov

is doomed and Orel is In great danger.
Hitler's great line of defense, the string
of fortresses from which his offensives
have been launched since 1941, is gone,
And if Wt is significant that the speed-
ing Soviet drives are netting few prison-
ers and exacting a relatively light toll
of German lives, it still cannot be sald
that this 1s the time of an orderly Ger-
man retreat. This is a rout, a piling
of disaster upon disaster.
The uncertain fate of 256,000 morc
zi soldiers, now apparently isolated
in the Caucasus, is of greal moment
to the Wehrmach!, but of far greater
importance at the moment is the im-
petus of the Russian armics sweeping
past burnlng Kursk and Rostov. How
far Stalin's men can go no one knows,
and. perhaps, it is not of great ime
portance now. Already, they have
broken the German power on the East-
orn Front so decisively that the Soviet
Union may be presumed secure for the
war. From such defeats as they have
inflicted upon the Nazis, no armiescan
recover.

The lutest feats of Russian arms are
not to be summarized as the recapturc
of two German-heid strong  points.
With the loss of the two cities. a line
of defense and offense fell. Today. as
never before, there is hope Lhat Russia
has forever killed Nazi hopes for vice
The latest advances do not mean
lhaL the war !s won; they almost cer-
tainly mean that it cannot now be Jost,
and that the beginming of the end is
coming soon.

For, despite warnings of military ex-
perts that Germany has kept her mill-
Lar\ machine intact by judicious re-
reat and shortening of her lines, there
is overwheiming  evidence that  the
hordes of the invader have been cruelly
reduced, that whole armies have been
butchered. Ana the shortening of lines
far beyond the Don would seem 1o fn-
dicate that Hitler can never lengthen
them in Russia again. Thesc are the
weeks in which the Third Reich s
losing its war against the world,

N

Bii we' gamble

Coarrived, and ‘It L5 alway:

By Raymoml Clapper

‘WASHINGTON
T seems inconsiderate to be asking President
Roasovelt to do more than he is dolng. Yet some-
thing 8 badly necded which only he can do. The
country needs to have put into focus its thinking
about what is to come out of the war. A babel of
talk 15 rrtntmx dangerous confusion and misunder-
stan
Here Rep. Clare Luce warns In the House of *
hat our ks about Lo
surrender contro! of the =air. But in London
members rise In the House of Commons dentand-
Ing to know whether the British Government
is surrendering Its air righta. Vice-President Wal-
tace writes a magazine article about [reedom of
the air although there isn't yet a ghost of 2
Government palicy about any of this. Nor about’
much of anything else aside from the milllary
program. Elmer Davis has an enormous propa-
ganda sctup but he has nothing authoritative to
talk about except the Four Freedoms, becanse
there fsn't any Government policy about what Is
- to come out of the war,

1 am not trving to be captious. Mr. Roosevelt
has more ta do in 24 hours than m human being
should be expected to do, And on the military side
he has done it well. This is not a piece about how
everything is going wrong, because I don't think
everything 15 golng wrong. On the contrary most of
It 15 going exceedingly well.

The war s maving fast and favorably, I
don’t find victory over Germany expected this
year, but it Is consldered very likels mext year.
The Russlans are wounding the Germans deeply

Victory-Garden Planting in Russia

" but anothér wallop ‘or ‘iwo may b lefi in’ the
German army and ale force. Hitler. will never: get
the Caucasus. This year probably will bring sorte
other big victorles aver .Germany. Turkey’ inay
come Into the war on our side—it's a zeasonable
hope at least,
Germans are uulng to be knocked out’ of
Africa. Tunisia may be all ours in another six weeks.
Secretary of War Stimson says we muat be
for casualtics there very soon, whlch is another:way.
of saying that we are about ready to go into-action:
The powerfully equipped Brltlsh Efghth . Army : will
provide the central blow, but we will be:inuiit
plenty. We expect the Germans to:fight savagely
in North Africa but we are confident they haven't:
got what it Lukcs to stay there, The Japs seem 'ﬂ be
held in the Pacifi

At home, produntlan is In good “shape, Head« :

aches over labor supply and. inflation aresevere,
but no more than we should expect considering
what violent changes have taken place in the life
and work of the nation within the last year.

But there is a harmtul delay here in pre-
paring for what Is to come out of the war.
That Is not a distan{ problem. The.issues are
nlready being discussed in the.leglslative - bodiex
here and in London, The Administration here is
not yet in a position to take :the .lcadership In
any of this discussion, or:to e it wisely.
Varlous Administration officials shoot:from the
hip In all directions and leave the public more
disturbed about the peace than about the war.

Public optnion " is instead of
educated,

belng  confuscd

=By Herblock

Imperialism Lights Another

NEW YORK
ET tis” continiie Jolr; researches into ehscurantism,
becatise : some & nice,: fresh - cargors vof it have

chandise ; before it - becomes over-ripe . and hard to
handle,

A sudden” claior Kas beer “ralsed (6 the
effict “that Great Brltaln . ought fo glve' us
“permanent ‘title” at once to the airbases xhe
leased to us {n 1940 in exchange for 50 over-age
destroyers. Since these leases run for 99 years,
or untll September 2, 2030, this: becomes the
most irrelevant and postponable lssiie which has

ever been raised In the midst of a dreadful war
in the entire history of the world.

The interesting thing s that this nolse is made
(with some exceptions) by the very same lsolation-
ist Congressmen who were extremcly snlffy about
the destroyers-for-bases deal in the first instance,

Yet thelr position 5 quite_consistent. It was, two
years ago. the position that we ought not to have
anything 1o -do with England, and now. nAgain,
though it takes a new form. it is the same position:
that we ought to have as little to do with England
as possible. During & United Nations war, the obe
scurantists have sought out and found a method to
strike a blow at {ntermational collaboration, even
when it takes place on a loncly swamp in the
Caribbean between twa countries speaking the same
language and fighting the same fight.

Ore edltortallst commenting o this” “lssue”
has even squeczed out a tear to the effect that

The Sage Of

The Richmond County Journal
(Very likely by Tom Jamison—we don't know anyanc
cise who could've done itl,

rEHE Rockingham Brain Trust which holds fits

meetings in the lobby of the Rockingham hotel,
has under grave consideration a sort of Gandii
movement to conserve clothing and help with the
war cffort, The general idea is to get the folks here
about to wear scanty clothing like the noted Indian
lender, use sandals instead of shoes. or go barefoot
like geese.

4

There is ane drawback {6 the whole she-
bang, and that it that we are without goats and
spinning-wheels, OF course two officlals of the
Brain Trust have scveral thousand hogs, seme
of which can be swapped for goats, but it looks
now like n delegate will have to be sent to
Washington to get priority. on the spinning-
wheels, and we are afeared that the war will be
over before hé gets through filling out blanks
for the various bureaus, Of courss the move-
ment will be good for the country, even though
the present members dic of old age and go to
Heaven before the arrangements ¢an be com-
pleted. In thai case the flsing generation will
enter into our labors.

This column and Walter Covington held n con-
ference on atomach troubles and other ailments
‘thereunto appertaining and belonging, and we unan-

imously decided that the beat thing for & grub-

By -Samuel Grafton

wlse .o cxamine this mer-

we need permanent title {In 2039 A.
to these bases in order to protect

. for England’s sake, and that she ought there-
fore ta “"glve us the tools™; thun uslng the very
language of Internatlonal co-operation to smash
a blow at

‘That ts obscurantism. of course, And obscurantism
was given a powerful and related hoost last week
hy Mlss Clare Boothe, who suddenly rose to demand
American dominatlon of the alrways of the world
after the war, putting that demand fn the form of
the question as to whether we intend to let for-
eignera freely use owr airporis. The trouble with that
question 1s that it Isn't the guestlon. We could keep
every forelgn commerclal airplane off our nirficlds
after the war, but that would not give us domina-
tion of the airways of the world. To have domine=~
tlon of the alrways, we would need to control for-
eign afrports, Miss Boothe (obscurely) failed to go
into that painful difficulty; she translated the ssus
into the whoily firelevant questlon of control of
our own airfields.

We have here, In a single week, the begln-
nings of a secal Imnerialist rivalry, with Great
Britain on the question of awnership of mllitary
and naval ale bases, and with all the world on
the questlon of the control of commercial air
bases. We have here the basis for another war,
to be fought with our present Allies. And many
tsolationists who are.agalnst “war® and against
"laoking for (rouble”:and agalnst “foreign In-
valvements” are lapping it up and issulng thin
squeals of delight.

Rockingham

grinder that s out of gear fs & good hait”of tasty
vittles. Let the dyspeptic surround some ham and
calico gravy, some fat butter-milk bscuits, butter,
molasses. potatoes and beans, then wash it all down
with o fes cups of 100-horse-power coffee, and he'll
get his mind off his stomach and feel like living.
Wiere to get all.that? Shucks, it 1s our province
to prescriue, not to il prescriptions,

Tf Sheriffl Holland and Chiet Allen~don't
restrain their subalterns this county wiil soon he
so dry that a man wii have to prime himself
before he can spit. They are just bodaceously
asrulnin' the likker buslness around here. Sup-
pose 3 ot of people get bitten by snakes, what
then? Oh, yes, there are plenty of snakes around,
Some people keep 'em so's they can get bitten
right. often,

Bud Warburton promises to lake us for & fox
hunt. Senator “Cotton Ed” Smith, a sort of South
Carolina institution, says that there is sump'n wrong
with a man “whose soul is not moved by the muslc
of & pack of hounds on the trall of a fox befors the
break o' day.” and we henrtily agree.

Bud's hounds are sald ta constitule a regular
erchestra, and when Ahey open in tull cry about
the (lme dawn creeps o'er the eastern horhnn. :
the nangels come out and walk the beams . of
Arcturus and dance on the ringn of Orlon whllo'

the canine musio shakes the hills.

Tomim,

e RO NN N WTON N A i 1. 1

“It’s wonderful having him home oni' furlough, even if he

is 8o busy gadding about we only get a‘good look at
him when:he's in:bed!”

Through The Fog

Shine. Republic!

By Dorothy Thompson
“While this America settles in the mould of i3 vulgarity
Reavily thickening to Empire,

And protesl onIJl a bubble in thc moltcn mass, pops and
dles out, and the mass hardens . .

WXTH THESE Initlal, words. the prophetic West Cosst post, Robinzon

v

Jeffers, once forecast the doom of the Perishing American Republic.

Perhaps protest will only be s bubble in the melten mass, yet
it one loves this Republic, the futile bubble must pop. For thers
are migns too insistent to be fgnored that the war for human Hberty
could degenerate with geometric rapidity Into a war for Americar
empire . . . to be won ot the expense of both our enemles and our
allfes,

Mrs. Clare Hooth Luce made her [nitlal speech {n the House of
Representatives this week. She advocated as a war aim American con-
irol of the globai air. Not United Nations canlml or internations!
control—"Freedom of the air." is she sald. “Globaloney"~—but cemplete
<domination. Mra. Luce, whose husband's publlcanan recently attacked
Mr, Churchill for imperfalism. now says: “The British want to put
muscle and flesh on their internatlonal air system after the war and
perhaps even some fat in places—with lend-lease planes,” She wished
this policy were “aurs.”

Mrs, Luce's pleture la supplemented by a series of adverbisements
which havs been appearing {n various publications, Inserted by Amer-
lcan avistion companies. notably Pan-American and American Alr
Lines, who are co-operating with Lhc American Alr Force in laying out
alr bases everywhere. One of these advertisements says: ~Our air
efforta must not relax with victory, Immediate development and ex-
panslon of Amerlca’s aviation s necessary also to protect our natisn

at the peace conference. There we will either be dominant in the alr,
or we HH] be dominated in the post-war, alreworld.”

ls viewpalnt this Is ot & siruggle to make a new world with
llbﬂly And Justice for all. It Just a struggie for power, and for
the Instruments with which to make power politics. We must now
prepare to “dominate” our alifes at the peace conference.

. Then, there is a recent statement by the Secretary of the
Navy, Frank Knox, Mr. Knox ssld that we should start Immodiate
negotiations for “complete post-war contrel” of "sufficlent aerial
or naval bases in the Paclfic to prevent Japan from entering upen
another war of aggression in the future.” He dId not suggest that
all co-operating nations which have vitsl Interests in the Pacifie
should share, use and contral such bases. They are to be oaura
and ours alone,

There are indications thet the new American imperiallam wil)
nat leave American customs as they have been in the past. Mr. Ricken-
backer with the glamour of a hero sbout his head, and the presidency
of an aviation company as his job, advocates that our boys. returning
from the wars, be “allowed” to enter the factories without jotnlng
irade unions, Several mililons of them would, of course, be sufficient
!nllrcly lD dt‘slmy the trade unions of America.

hlle, In North Africa, Mr. Robert Murphy, with Mr, Mac-
ann Lhe British representative assenting, states, “IL must be ree
membered that we are not here 1o impose our political will upon this
country. Such a course, I am sure, would be distasteful to American
and Bl‘llh\h publics."

Tnasmuch as. events In North Africa have been hidden in
censorship, and Amerlcan comments upon It have been withheld
by American censorship from the British publle and. I suppose, vice «
versa, It Is humoreus:of:Mr. Murphy. to refé¢ to “public opinlon.”
But he continues: "We'aro hera o beat {he enemy and all the rest
of the problems miist:made Inlo insignificance.”

It has been. remiarkedthat trith is the first casualty of every war,
Truth d:mnnds that . we acknowledge that the Glraud-Peyrouton reglme
in North Africa wascreated by the American {nvasion and rests upon
Amerlcan bayonets.:Xt-is not something that came into being by demo-
cratic process. Alse,to say that our only aim In this war i3 to beat
the enemy, regardiess of whal we beat him for, is to Insult the men
who are laying down thelr lives.

A distortion of the truth i alto in & dispatch from Allled head-
quarters in North Africa, reporiing that M. Peyrouton lias created a
permanent Councll of War Economy. The reporter states, “The crea-
ton of the Council marks the f{irst step toward the reblrth of repre-
scntative government, for Uts members wil be elected by varioys
economlc groups lecled by the heads of varlous Algerian financial,
andustrial, and mgricultural groups and -prestdents of Chambers of

‘ommerce and trade organizations.”

I thay ls representative government so 15 Mussollnl, That is a
description of a Corporate State, 1f we are flghting the war to sct
ujl the same sorts of governments that & trlumphant Mussolinl or Hitler
would set np, what 5 it all about? Is it merely that we want fasclst
siates under our influence instead of under theirs? I ask a simple
question, :

(To be continued)

Evergthing's Oak

Fallen Giam¢

By LOUIS GRAVES
In The Chapel HIll Weekly
T WAS on New Year's Day that Mrs. Kluttz's big oak fell with a
resounding crash and stretched Its length more than hall way croas
Franklin ‘St. but not until this weck did the gang of men with wedges
and mauis and axes flnish cutting it up and clearing away the frag-
menta, The owner of the tree, lighting up the landacepe with a success
slon of gorgeous-colored wrappers, kimonos, house-jackets, and shawly,
superintended "the job. Her next keenest pleasure to bossing the
men wae (o send wheelbarrow loada of {irowood around Lo her frlends,

She offered logs to passers-by, loo. It wamn't an eany sort of
ofter 1o ‘accept, for transportatlon  was a_ difficult prablem: You
can't just “Oh, thank you so much” and piok up hall  doren
ok Togs tho way you would a bunch of daffodlls, And walk on eff
with them.  Sometimes arrangements would.bo made for Iater
collaction, bul 1 know of ons Inmtanca In.which Mrs. Klutts: founid
# perfect solution right on the instant.

Mrs.: Keaf, who has 'an “apartment in the tofiner Acacia - Houss
a1 the enst end:of the: block, was w:«lkmx home fron ‘uptown.’. Mrs,
Kiuttz . proposed ' to - glva, . her - some - flrewood, .- Mrs. - Kear lked . the
Iden, but how . was she going:to getithe ulﬂ. home? AL that moment
Mrs. Kluttz saw two atalwart-University nudmu caming llnn. m he
same direction, vy,

“Here, ‘thens | two younz gentiemen will be glad to  carry s’ few
aticka for you" said :Mra,. Klutts,- and . beforc: the: students’ knew . what
:"if )\unpeninz they wzrc pmcetdlnz on u\clr WAy cwith thzlr Arms
ul
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