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Seversky

Contintied rom Page One

vital st(ntesle :onsldcuuon
16381~ ridt- on —rejected the luea
of lnwrchungenhle englnes for all
types of pursuits, but' went so!
far as to cnain all pursuits to|
one ‘type—and an cngine of high-
ly,experimental character at that.
It -seemed to me Incredible at
the tlme that our natlonal defense
should be subjected. to such a
reckless and headstrong gamble,
BOTH HAD, MERITS
This was. the more strange
when. most aeronautical engineers
+ agreed with me that boih fiquid-
cooled and air-cooled engines had| P
helr own merits and thelr spe-{4,
clal” drawhacks.
I made exhaustive studies of
cowllng and streamlining of the

. Auer menuomng the Eell Ainé

4
1hat “ccl!palnz bouLoLuxcae.,hnw-
ever, Is the new single-engine Re-
public U-47B. The publicity im-
plied this was something new in

the way of pursuits, pulted at long|"

last out of the officlal magicians
hat. -

The: trulh is that this plane
was conceived In 1937, pre-
sented for consideration o' the
Alr Corps In 1938, only to be
denled & hearing because 1t did
not use the pel englne. ,

Ita’ production was thus post-
poned until 1941. No Rmount of
self-congratulation by the very of-
fictals who prevented the construc-
tion of this plane until three years
too late can wipe out thelr re-
for-the deley.

that
uld he quite s effective as
lha llquld -cooled.

Besldes, it was a proved
type of engine and had near-
Iy twice as much horscpower
38 the proposed enginé which
had my!(erlouxly become the
court favorile.

19:«. I proposed the
construction of a plane equipped
with an air-cooled Pratt & Whit-
ney engine, known as R-2600,

Its performance

miles per hour at sub-

. stratospheric_aititudes, where I en-

vistoned modern fighting as likely
to take place increasingly.

My plan was (o equlp this craft
with & turbo-supercharger placed
tn the rear portion of the fuselage,
I could thus preserve the com-
pactness and the tactically desir-
able locatlon of the pilot In the
>Seversky P-35. Tuese features the
Alr Corps personnel vatued,

The materiel division was fav-
‘orably impressed. Bui I was ad-
vised' informally and in embar-
rassment that “Washington™ would
not even consider pursuits with
air-cooled engines,

T went to Washingion repeated-
Iv to plead that we develop at
Irast one air-cooled engine pursult,
{n case ‘something  should  mo
wrong  with the  cxperimental
ltguid-cooled - mator. ran up
against a  stanewall of bureau-
cratic stubbornness.

As the whole world  now
knaws, the favered engine did
not live up fo the extravagant
; expectations and the Army his
been forced to take on also
the air-cooled engine.

The very company whien *
bren deprived of orders berau
cauld not acespt the arbiray dl'-
cree in this matter. and had "co:
structed such airplanes at its o
FXpOnSC. Was swamped wih orde:

The same officinl who ruind
there must be ne more an-conle | b

e pursuits venrs 1
boasted  publicly abont the new
Republic dormerly Severstvy P-4 (b
prrsuit
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sible duxiltary uses,
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With the Army
Amcrican
vey they were being wsed 'with:the
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At
P

and atlack alrplane

the Truman com-
mittee, the P-ﬂ cannot be delive
ered In appreciable quantities un-
tt the end of 1942, and produc-
tlon will not be In full swing untll
some tlme the following yeer. Yel
this plane could have hesn in ac-
tion ,on all fronts years earlier.
HINDERED | 3

‘Thate, In essence, we have the
ordesl 0of American air power,
development hindered by political

buginess  considerations, and

11 by strategie illiteracy in
the new military sphere.

The same resistance that re-
tarded lang range, greater fire
power, and Interchangeable en-
Kines also blocked suggestions
for improving armer, for shietd-
Ing the gasoline tanks and so
on.

The war has jarred milltary av-
the United Sules {from

X ack-
that hlxh ~pow-

The facts placed before Congress
1942, Indieating only 25 per
con-

represented & faif state-

For all the crude hulidup be-
ing given o inferior American
iypes, the  Amerlean Eagle
squadron  at this writing . is
sl fiylng _the British Hurel-
canes and Spitfires.

Our boys. making their : heroic

would
Titks to instill confidence . in
ustng it . them-
But the tactical differential
5 too serlaus to permit them:ta

'Victory

What - had been :dvaruszﬂ as
the very backbone~ 6f “60Y pursilt
s

high- llu(ude purmllt nrlll— now
“In massproductions |
(Its_celling. _of

j .the : war.-

torces—thus - turned - out - to ~be:
mere accessory of the land forces,
useful within a most Umited scope,

It was a lzﬂ-hlnaed compll-

ment, indeed, Gen.

this

, In a

lnurvlﬂl. that

prosent operatlons .In Llbya

Tenat ought to prove the qulllly

of our material for that theater
of war”

It was to cover the faults with
verblage that thie  sham battles, al-
luded to earlier, were staged. When
the Messerschimitt,  Hurricane, .lnd

annon,

"nm

was ratsed to more than 40,000
feet by repiscing the Alllsnn
liquid - cocled moter with the
Rolls Royce Merlin which haa
a  turbo-supercharger).

Enthusiastic publicity storles re-
leased by e manufacturer have
booa!ed speeds of existing planes

over 500 miles an hour. Ter-
rlﬂc diving speeds ere pslmed
off as speeds on

Furthermore, these umrles evoktd
visions of planes bristling with
imaglnary guns and cannon. The
P-40-F was described as having
667 per cun nuperioruv— mighty
until we learn

Spltfire instailed
further 1ncreuln8 their fire power,
the inte

re,
Lhn!. it 11 1n compnrlsan with the

P-40 was brought
most expeditlously and
sively by publicity men.

They beat the engineers to
the punch by .lmplymhmun-
ing the machine guns
American pine “cannons Uik
mtnmuly four enemies knew
the alfference. .
©On - May - 12, 1841, Gen. Henry

H. Arnold grew quite impassioned
in prase of an army pursuit. “I
can tell you," he exclaimed before.

inexpen-

“that one of
the

Club in Washington,
the world's (astes[ airplanes,

The P-47
that has no need of such fanclful
promotion,.

“SHEER NONSENSE”

the Women's Natlonal Democratic)pell

Had the eomparison been mads
with the ariginel Curtlss JN. of
1914 vintage, the percentage would
have been even more phenomenal.
is & promising plane

Yet a columnist described it 23
possessing  twelve machine
and four JA7-mum. cannon, syn-
chronized to fire through the pro-
er. Which, of course, Is sheer
|nonsense, there belng no such
armament.

In the class, the

Alracobra, fs m in
the United Blslg.! ‘This remark-
able plane is worthy of its name.

“In this day and age our
fighting planes with thelr keen,
alert pllota mhust be able to
ellmb’ rapidly high into the
ale—far sbave the hostfle
bomhers ... That our Alra-
cobra can do”

Six months later, on Nov.
declared: “In the pursuit cate-
gors, we ‘have reached the large
production stage on our single-
englned Bell P-38 Alracobra, &
type that has demonstrdted it is
A ‘match for the Spitfire and the
Messerschmitt up o 16,000 feet.
STYMIED * .

In other words, the pursuit which
was to “climb rapldly high into
the air—far above the hostlle
bomhers”—was stymied - bevond 16,

feet, Even:the.layman knows
that sl jmportant _ fighting  and
bombing nowadays takes place at
altitudes ::above : 16,000, . since anti-
aircratt: fire:is: pretty - thick there.

Drapite the ‘boasts, ' therefare.

29, he

picture was only a litte better,

In my opinion, the most
promising type in production at
this writing is the Consolidat-
8 B2, althourh, like so

equipment, it

Tacka. sutficiont e power,

As 8 basle design. at any rate,
it has strong tactical promise.
fortunately the disposition of its
structural and aerodynamic com-

nents permits improvement, so
that it can be rearmed as an im-
pressiva_bomber,

But ‘the most publicized -af
our bombing alrplanes was the
Flylog Fortress—a fine fiving
ship with s most misteading
name,

True this craft has & loeng
rvange, It carries sn  Impressive
bomd 1oad. it s speedy. and it is
Justly considered A beautiful fly-
ing Job.” We have good cause to
be proud of it.

ARMAMENT

Butprecisely in lht matter n!
defense,  implied

suriibest. pursuils : would seem
to’ibe: unequal : ta : the , Messer-
sctimitts; and ' Spltfires. Equality
at:low: altitudes :1s . na _ consola~
tlon:

The general might' just as: well
ave . compered ;the  Messerschmitt

the | word . “fortres: Il. did Xall
short.

Though . thé  Briitsh ~ Stirling

bomber s somew| what . slower
+ than tho Flying For
detinitely : preferred o action B
because it _-carries a _greater

bomb load ‘over' a greater dis-

tance and has larger defensive

re,

It was no secret among alrmen
that the army was reluciant to
undertake a ram of long-
ranged aircraft development, fear-
ing that it might lead the alr
cOrps Away from what the army
regarded ax the paramount job .f
alr  power: direct support of
ground troops.

“INVISIBILITY." N
Publicity on the Flying Fortress,
as on P40, has effectively pro-
tected the American public against
the facts of life. Loose comment |8

has emphasized -the great altl
tudes at which the “Fortress” at-

tacks—as high as 35000 feet.

One report ndded ‘that the
resultant  “Invlsidility” of the
worke

Ity m aviation: means —

saved ' England’ fn'iihe B-ma of
Britain, Th! Pplight of the United
Naitiohs  in’ the " soutiweatarn 'Pas
[eHic haa"been~dus Jargeiy o weak:
ness; in:the

‘That - has been generally: ex-
Plained by : Japanese : numerieat
superiority. Had ‘our qualliative
potential . been : at:the : Spittire
Instead . of . the' ' P-40 : level,: the
ploture inight readlly have been':
vastly - different.

The P-40 serles'1s being buflt in
increasing numbers; : At - the :same
time the road is . belng  smoothed
for a polite retreat.from what was
only yesterday touted- as:tife back-
bone of our aerfal - defenses,: with
statements, to quote : General :Ar«
nold, that “We no longer rate’the

traine

The " stntement. was ade’ Nv.
28, 1941, yet nothing was.done to
eliminate that model from’ produc~
tion,
has, not evcn Justified Mtself ‘a5
good trdlne

It is known that thé accldent
rate for the P-40 in routine train-
ing fights has been larger than
for any other purault built for the
Army. The high cost per unit on
this “craft, morcover, makes it ab-

P-40 hettcr lhan a:-good - pursult

In point of fact, this plane

m:ny

lhe n(ﬂdll closﬂ.l Axilongi
the ‘men:and:the
ble for.aur_ freakn

rematn,
for; world  leadership’ In" m
aviation.

In. nmnrrnwl News, Se'er‘ky
tells “of :*“The !ﬂnndpl“on of.
Alr Power.”

Truckors Meet Oct. 5 .
HIGH  POINT-(P»The  Annual
meeting - of.: the . North :: Carolina
Truck . Owners ; Assoclation  will  be
held . here Oct.::3,: Frances ;John=

, - secretary-treasurer,  announcs
ed. : ¥

Gardner-Webb: Opens

BOILING : SPRINGS ~(®) ~The|
Gardner - Webb .- Junlor . Coliege,
apened today for the . 1042:43 : ses-
slnn. Appmx.lm;tely 200 : students

are

middle.
chber‘ ncoordlnl h Dlree&of

havec with the Germans. Why
Invisible planes in the daytime
are any more disturbing psy-
chologically than st night,
when they are all invisible to
people at’ the target, was not
explained,

The latest radlo detector fnstru-
ments locate planes at a distance
of over 100 miles. It therefore
has no trouble spotting planes at
35000 feet,

Every  additional foot of
helght means a loss in the ac-
curacy of bombl
Besides, there are- relatively few
days when  vislbility  permits

bombing from that altitude, so
that valuable bombing equipment
is left Id}p the greater part of the
rear.

The  Flying  Fortress " wat
obliged (o climb to . soper-
high altitudes because it . was
sadly deficlent in armament
and’ therefore sought (o avold
encounter with pursult fighters.

General Arnold nad to admit,
in an article in the Military Engi-
neer for December, 1941,

Flying Fortress «B-1T» no
can escape pursuits at any

He wrote: “Recently on scveral
missions the B-17 pilots {lving at
32,000 -feet and above have found
Messerschmitts awaiting them on

T en
this::large - airplane . was . les
than that én the swall single-
seater:: Spitfire ..or . Hurricane,

—-had - been ;widel;
ratied as our . first line of :defense

and :'the

with Zevenzmore nnlmrlng resalts:

Fromithe: point:of iview:of i design
4
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They
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Amcrican
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moduction.. . American  newspaper
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Thatl the P-48's were lament:
ahly Inferior i te s the : British
pursiits,
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in the Winter af 1941-42
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FALL SHOES

Take advantage of this opportunity to buy a
pair of new Foll shoer at the special prices in
Rarely does an occa-
sion like this occur at the very beginning of
a season, . . BUT HERE IT IS!
new colors, new leathers .

etfict

smart
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New fashions,
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com-
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mmm te e miotion

their mnd have received
A Warm reception, In some cases
much . too  war
It . took the .British  fighters to
protect the bomber at that height
since - our hest American fighters,
a3 -offlcially stated, were no match
for . the best Nazi planes at altl.
tudes  above 216,000 feet.

Thus we Went nto the year 1942
wroducing fighting planes with ad-
mittedly inferfor military charac-

can’ {abs

teristics.: 1t may’: be . argied that
{[we cpossessed “nothing better at the

eit0  substitute. .. In_that case,
WHY did: we .not . stop making the
léte :planes and put the British
Spitfire i nto . production?

105 was :then - generally recogs
Tired ian the . best . pursult ex-
tant and Zafter - three .years 1§
stillmerits . that - distinction.

We have seen clearly . whal qual-

materials,

Fof Dollar Day Only!
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ALL NEW FALL HATS
PRICED AT $3.95 and up

Rafield Hats Excepted

Tomorrew . . . the chance of a lifetime
for well-dressed women te gatuer up &
complete hat wardrobe at definlte sav-
inga. Every hat is new and so desirable

In Fashion's neweat colors, styles and
Cheose
of brims and other types . . . with all
sorta of trims and frilis. . , . Be here
early tomorraw and SAVE
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SHOP and SAVE for your entire
Fall Wardrobe at LUCIELLE'S,
Tomorrow, DOLLAR DAY! Shop
and Save in every Dept. at Lu-
cielle's Tomorrow, DOLLAR DAY!
SHOP and SAVE on Fall and Win-
ter COATS, SUITS, FURS, DRESS-
ES, SPORTSWEAR AND ACCES-
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