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Signs OF Life

Congress Takes Up A Matter
On Its Owen Initiative

Tt stirs, It shows signs of life. By
Qeorge, ft lives!

. Barlier this week Congress, in passing
‘the law to provide for the support of
enlisted men's dependents, enunclated
‘on its own hook the policy that family
wen, regardless of financlal status,
should be drafted Iast of all. Authority
to promulgate regulations to carry out
thia policy was delegated to the Presi-

den

Senator Taft, & Republican, was the
of that
‘And.now the Senator is back with the
uggestion that Congress go beyond the
enunciation of a policy and lay down
the specific order in which men shall
be called. “We should decide,” he told
the Senate yesterday, “and decide de-
liberately and intelligently .. .”

The: role of Congress during the
months before and the months “after
Peari Harbor ranged from the ridiculous
$o the sublime, Before, & numerous and
vocal faction sought to tie the country's
hands-and o prevent both aid to our
prospective allles and defense of our-
selves, (Senator Taft, in the company of
most -of his fellow Republicans, was a
sotable obstructionist.) After Pearl Har-
hor all the President had to do to get

bills passed was to submit them with
the explanation that they had some-
thing to do with the war.
“ In the meantime, Congress had Jost a
good deal of prestige, not to say charac-
fer. And nobody will eatch us contend-
fog that it has earned the right or any
part ‘of the right to assert itself at this
ate date and to say how our war shall
e’ conducted.

is, after all, the country's
elécted law-making body. It i repre-
sentative and deliberative. It is com-
posed of 435 membera of the House and
#8.0of the Senate, If, belatedly, It should
g with

#arnestness to reassume szome proper
portion of Hs function, we think it fa &
good sign.,

A Failure
. Thé Army Feels Pinch
Of Poor Education

If the United Btatea is to learn, and
‘remember, some lessons bought with
‘blood from this war, we may hope that
one of them hes to do with education.
¥or & country that has so long regarded
fteelt as the world's most enlightened
area, (all the while hobbling along with
an educational system carried by piti-
fully underpaid teachers), & new set of
figures wo have found must be embar-
Tassing.

iThe U. 8. Office of Education says
that, to date, the Army has rejected 433,-
000 men because of liliteracy—and some
250,000 of those men are physically fit.

Jn that blow, Uncle S8am lost 15 com-~

“stmple arithmetic 1s being worked out,
but for a natlon such as ours, it should
be too late for that.

Regardlesa of where rides the blame
for such s shametul perf®mance by a
‘wealthy people, the faulf la there, and
glaring. To be sure, U. B. standards are
higher now than In World War 1. In
those days, reading and writing meant
literscy; today, sclectees must have
fourth-grade educatlons. That any ap-
“Preciable percentage of our popuiation
should fail such a simple test Is reason
.enough for.a natlonal blush.

‘Not only, in the lush years, was there
feglect of our aafety through sensible
armement. In post-war times we would
be delighted to hear, in tune with the
_eriex .'of military men to retain our
strength permanently, the insistence of
edicators upon a new, all-encompassing
‘system :of learning. As lack of it has
urt us in war, so it will again, In the

nddlie=Fumpesrs

- Famous Cormuters Give

nncc. we suppose, we should
s olr -amazement st the
~of ihe age of miracles,
& baekiito the ' open-

thr\lL

‘#ill brings K
R

- Again, The Atlantie has

the fifteenth anniversary of Lindbergh's
fiight across the, pond. 8o, when Wil-
helmina, Queen of The Netherlands,
bobbed up yesterday after a secret soar-
ing. the world might have been proud
of its record conquest of the air. So
shrunken 1z the globe that passage of
an ocean by m 8I-year-old queen seems
a matter of routine.

No one knows, apparently, how Wins-
ton Churchill came. But on the basis of
his recent record, we hold it likely that
he simply boarded a bomber, refaxed for
» few hours, and found himself in the
U. 8., ready to make plans for the re-
winning of a globe.

As the rulers passed over, of course,
the old ocean was tossing under the
heaviest alr traffic it has ever seen. The

ferry lines and patrols were busy across .
-Its breadth and along its borders. The

pond was not far away, perhaps, from
withessing a wholesale supply of expedx-
tlonary forces by sir.

The Speed=Up

U. S. Farmers Hit New High
In Feeding United Nations

In the midst of war's pell-mell rush
one of America's oldest frlends, the
farmer, is getting his second big help-
ing hand of the generation. Conslder-
ably perked up by efforts of the New
Deal after too many years of hard-won
existence, he had It coming, The war
breught it to him.

By the end of April, the U. S. farmer
had sent five billlon pounds of farm
products to our aliles among the United
Natlona, a stockpile of food valued at
mare than $650,000,000. He nefther knew
nor eared, as he worked in a big year,
that shipping shortages were ahead. Hls
only job was to produce the food, and he
did it. The U. 8. may not be able to feed
the world, but it was making a good
stab at 1t during April.

In that month alone, Amerlean farm-
ers reached for an Income of $873,000.-
000, That was far better than the old,
wide-open days, when no administration
scemed able to produce a workable farm
program, and rural population was
dwindling. It was 8 whooplng sight bet-
ter than the AAA program which made
& hard-working man fecl llke a leech
on soclety. It was the best time the
farmer had ever seen.

And what made the days doubly happy
was a double promlse: The farmer could
not anly chip in a big share toward win-
ning the war we must win; in the days
afterward, he could see chances for him-
self he had never seen before. In the
future, perhaps, men of agriculture all
over the country could cilmb to an all-
time high standard of living. Agronon-
omy Is no longer only a fancy madern
name for farming. The industry itseit
has caught up with the modern U. 8.
It has gone big-time, with & chance to
stay there.

MHungesr Strike

The House, We Calculate,
Takes a New Labor Stand

At any moment now we're cxpecting
Information from Washington that the
House of Representatives has done a
hack-Tlip in §15 atiltude on Labor. Ac-
cording to our reasoning, and the evi-
dence at hand, it can’t miss. The House,
for at Jeast once, has been touched
where it hurts,

The other day, when walters In the
House rvestaurant struck at mid-meal
for higher wages, the boys must have
suddenly remembered some old saw
they’d heard about rn army lraveling on
Its stomach, They must also, those who
fretled and walted in vain for food, have
developed great insight Inte Labor's
problems.

During the years of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration, Congress, though it has
often balked, has been swung toward
the liberal pole by The Boss. This week,
when memberas had to go hungry, or
seek out another restaurant, years of
patient progress muat have been wiped
out. It seems a peculiar phenomenon
that personal contact of almost any sort
may color a man's vlews for years, but
we're taking the stand that this restau-
rant business was nelther pecullar ner
amusing to the House.

We Jike to think of the hungry ones,
going back to business with those pesky
Labor troubles fresh on their minds,
\vowing to remember the discomfort they
suffered——merely because some Hause
wallers insisted an & acale equal to that

of ‘the -Benate waiters. If, in the course .

of war legislation, Labar ponn up again

T el bt Bt s At B b by

Dis-arm

No More
By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON

UDGING- from the volume and
vehemenca of reader reaction to
recent columns, the peo)

debating, and,
from  their
thoughts and ar-
guments, will
come the right
WAY.

Thera seem to
be roughly three
groups. Most earnest of thess mi-
nol’ﬂ.les ia the old League of Nations
whool of thought, which holds that
oodrow Wilson might have set
thlb world aright with his ideallsm
had not his ieague been corrul
by French and British politiclans.
A second minority group, and s
smaller one, la the old isolationist
school, just as earnestly claiming
that our vision for peace in the
future should not be lifted beyond
our shore line. .
A third group, which seems to
Jority, favors a new
discarding both old
and
atarting afresh now, on the basis
ul expcrlenca of  the last 23
to plan realintleally and
Inl:lllx:n(ly for peace In a bet-
ter way. R
‘This group seems less interested
than some of the Administration
spokesmen, llke  Vice-President
Wallace, In reforming the world
soclally, Apparently s primary
Inspiration is a thirst for interna-
tional justice. Its prime purpose
dlomcstlc security founded on jus-
tice,

Few of the majority of my
correspondents think __British,
French, Russfan or any other
satesmen are golng to be much
different afler this war. They
expect them to be looking out
tor thelr own inlerests as usual,
but they also expect our states-
men to be looking out primar-
Ity for our Interests.

Obviously no “plan” has yet
caught their support, The one baslo
principle from which they are works
tng is that this country shall not
again be duped into disarmament.

One reader sent me a clipping
from Clare Booth Luce's analysis in
Life Mngazine of the great career of
General  Stilwell, the Amerlcan
1lghter appointed by China's Chiang
Knl Shek to head his armies. Mrs.
Luce was trying o {lnd out why the
General went to China after the
Flrst World War, and interviewing
him, she wrote:

He said that when he re-
turned home from France in
1019, he found “a wave of paci-
fism was aiready in the making.
... T went right tnte Chaun-
cey Fentan's office, the head of
the war pernonnel department
in Washington, and I sald
Chauncey, from here out the
Army 15 In for a terrible drub-
blng at the hands of tho sob
slsiers and starry-eyed idealists
whe think human belnzs ain't.
1 can't stay here and watch this
country disarm and demobilize
to the point of dlsaster, ICN
Just make me boiling mad, and
Tt do or.say someihing that
will get me inte troudle. Bo
please give me n Job that will
remove me a3 far from this
palntul seene ns possible.”

He went 1o China,

The General must have been
madder yel tn Burma where the
frufts of this lnck of Amerlcan vigl-
Iance bilterly prevented him from
gelting e planes and nnka in
time ta stop the viclous Jap march
of sinughter, rape and brutality.

This time thls natlon clearly is
not golng to dispense with the serv-
fee of lts herolc flghters who are
now wlnning thls war and depend
for protection upon expensively
purchased treatles which have never
done the Job before

This i1 the directlon, at leaat,
which Mr. Roosevelt and Britain
have taken In thelr Russlan
agreement.  There are some
wha sny the agreement may be
a preliminary fo selllng  the
New Deat around the world at
the price of canceling Allied ob-
tigatlona {o us for war mater-
fals, hut that suspiclon has no
strang evidence yet to back M.

The primary point of the British
treaty with Russia is that the vic-
1ors are going to atay in nrms until
they have positive aecurlty,  As
far"ns trenties go, It looks like thls
one ought to be kept.

If followed reatlstically, and It no
effort Is made hy propaganda after
the war to stampede our peopla
into dellvering thelr shirts an well
ax their lves it the hands of any
power which has Interests suparior
to our own natlonal intereats, the
Inng armistics wii) earry real srcur-
11y & long tme into the future,

Well, How'd the
Pinch Work Out?
Typographical Forum

Just to prove that there's nothe
ing inherently diabolical about the
printing business, here 15 the story

af- how the “printers devii” got
his name, B

The famed  sixteenth  century
brinier, Aldus Manutlus, brought

to his shop in Venlee a Negro
hoy ns his helper. Venetians thought
the dark-skloned Ind was a crea-
ture of the devil himself, and so0
called him.

‘The hue and cry waxed hot,
and finally old Aldus published this
notice: “I, Aldux Manutlus, printer
to the lioly Church and he
this day made public

Doge, have
exposure of my ‘devil’ All who
think he {3 not flesh and blood

may come and pincphim,”

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

8tand firm, press toward one

objective: He that is not .with

Me {2 against Me, and he that

pnlh(‘r‘clh not with Me scattereth
AR

‘For War En The Air

We Hiaich New Falcoms

By W. L. WHITE
In The Atlantie

THE best planes In the world
are no better than the worst if
you ean catch them on
ground, as the Germans caught
the Polish alr force In September
1939 and the French atr force in

Moy, 1940, and as the Jupanese
caught us in Heaolulu on Dec. T
1041, We can lake comfort in

the Inct that, so long as plancs
were to be smashed on Hlckam
Field, our best were  nol
there, and that the Japanese could
destroy only old Curtiss P-40 Toma-
hawks,

But why did we have abso-
lete planes in lawalt and (he
Phllippines? The anpswer to
the critlcism Implied in that
question i3 that we did and yet
we didn't have ohsolele planes.
About 89 per cent of the fight-
ers bullt for our Amerlcan air
foree in 1941 arc by scvere
standards obsolete. Rut that
tact doen nmol alarm the Army
Air Carps, which has reas
1o believe that we have some
of he best fighter-plana de-
nlgns in the world,

It takes two years 1o get 8 new
alrplane design rolllng off the as-
sembly lines (n that velume which
the Afr Corps calls ‘battlo pro-
ductlon.”  But the war is mov-
ing 50 fast that nbout every three
months dlscoveries are mnde which
render existing types theoretically
obrolete. Hence any plane which
{s in important productlon ls. In

the nature of things, “obsclete.”

At the close of 1941, Amerlen
had only two pursult planes, the
Curtisy P-4 Kittlhawk and the
Bell P-3%  Alracabra, In  battle
production. The more modern of
thiese, the Bell, had  been  con-
celved In 1038-_the Curtlss even
enlier. Bt remember that the

Britlsh Spilfire is n militery adap=
tatlon of a racing plane which
flew ten years ugo, while the
bnsle autline of the present Mes-
serschmitt was down shortly
after Hitler came to power. 'Thus,
it the baskc design of the present
Curtlss P-40 ls obsolete, 3t ls in
respectable company.

Npt only are designa chang-
Ing” rapldly, bat fighter planea
are becoming highly special«
Ized. The German campalgn
in Poland showed beyond quer-
tlon the eftectivenexs of the
combat plane, which In at-
tached Lo And co-operates with
the Army In the field. No
combat plane can have every- ©
thing—super aititude plus au-
per fire-poser plus (he maxis
mum rate of cimb and ma-
nocuveablity—and it =ny com-
pany trled (o bulld all thean
powers of performance fnlo
one aircrafl, it would produce
an unworkable monstrosity.

Our American Alr Force  wiil
therefore go into battle with many
apecialized fighter types. In mddl-
tion to the Bell Afracobra, which
is A light, low-altitude pursuit
that can land in a converled cow-
‘pasture and s bmumuny adapted
tor co-operation wlth ground com-
bat forc sddle-
eltitude pursult in the "arti
A pursuit plane’s
functlon is to chase cnemy
bers, and in order to chass down
the ‘bombers 1t must have speed
and range; I does not nced altl-
tude to Go fta highly spectalized
ob,
e other typs of American
fighter s the Interceptor, which
in fta purest form is the Lockheed
P-28 Lightning. The interceptor

bombers, 3
or urx:l which it in asxigned to
dofend, and it has a terTific rate
of ~climb, 0 that’ it ean get up
into tha kY lnd brlnc down the

rr hnfrra  bhay

can make thelr runs over the
target.
The Lackheed Lightning s

the fasiest willlary plane in
(he world today, bul It gets i
super apeed and super rate of
climb at the expense of range.
which It does not need, and of
manoeuvrabllity, which it can
spare,

and  manoruyrobility we
find in the Republic P-47 Thun-
derbolt.  If the Thunderbolt falls
n Jittle short of tho Lightning's
mpeed and rate of” climb, not only
can it Intercept bombers but it
s also s high-altitude fighter.
With & celling equnl to that of &
Flying Fortress, the Thunderbolt
on patrol can  perch on the
stratosphere's and plummet
downward llke a falcon onto enemy
fighters  which,  escorting
bombers, might outnumber or out-
mavoeuyre the  Lockheed Light-
ning. 1 at Pearl Harbor we had
had only & few squadrons of our
new Lockheed P-38 Llghtnings, fif-
teen minutes’ warning would have

Range

been ample.  For withln this time
the Lighinings could have zoomed
far over the maximum altitude

of the more slugglsh Nnkajima 90
naval biplane torpedn bombers and
come crashlng down on them,
brenking up e first attack and
annihilaling the second wave, and
the Oklahoma probably stil would
ba nflont.

Because, when the new Lock-
heed Lightnlng iakes off ta
defend its target, it practically
stands an Mta tall, climbing
faster than the most powertul
express  elevator in any New
York skyscraper, caverlng It
first vertical mile In about a
minute,

‘The Lightnings did¢ not rire to
crash down on the slgle-motored
Nakafima 865 because:it i only
Tecontly that they have hatched aut
of the biueprints. crawled through
the tedlous process:of :tonllng, and
started dribbiingoft ithe asscmbly

‘S‘dc Glances

line at the rate of a few squad-
rons a montl

Army Alr Corpe officers who
have returned from liafson duty
in England are quick tn acknowl-
edge our debt, polnting out that,
while American nitplane compantes
deserve commendation trom the
standpolnt of design and theory.
the only real test of any plane
is actual combat, and in bullding
our new mir force we have had
the  fnestimable ‘advantage
British batite experience.

But cur blggest lemon wo
have learned from the lap-
anese. They have taught ua
nothing new in deslgn—as our
milllary observers had already
reported, thelr sir foree seemn
to be based on falrly etficlent,
coples of American, German,
and Britisn desigan, with itle
ariginal development.

The lesson we have leamed ‘trom
Nippon 1s to strike, even with in-
terlor equipment, before your ap-
ponent is rendy. Strike when hix

planes  are grounded. when hix
feet Is anchared, and while his
newest destrns are st struggling

out of the blueprints and through
the astembly line, Strike then and
vou have an advantage which will
tnke him thousands of men, mil-
Hons of tons of shipplng, and
mnybe yeara: of fighting to over~
come, -

Wanta Start Qver?
Tho Now Yotker

I in mot enough o, snalsze and.,
answer "What” Why" but we
Turt o o find the ~How:r
How can we clear thin moral
muddle? We can find bur way
“p[ppNIL P19 34 TIPS AQ InD
The problems of our day, economic
depression, war and rellef panaceas
hmve dulled the moral sense of
R A
u admit 1t with Pul e cnn

v 40" ot uhderstana | wht
I am doing."—Cnlendar of the Ep-
worin Methodist Cliurch, ‘Toledo.

You certainly don't

“We can xct married ‘some ‘evening after work-=-you
don't want to interrupl our ship-a-day . program:now,
. do vou?' /. 5

private estate.

to puit over the idea that Congress will
be destroyed If anybody utters a critical
word about it during these times. n“
would help some members to ‘be Tes
elected if the press Tefrained from. all
critictam until after next November, an
perhaps that s what they are drivh

at—but 1t is & question whether thab::

would help strengthen demoeracy.. .

All who believe in- democracy want o
preserve Congress, They wmt to see
it live up to its opportunitiea more fully.
That's what the criticlsm 1s all about.
The Administration has been trying to
get Congress to vots more taxes and
fter six months of effort the bill still
is not out of the Rouse Ways and
Means Committes, It must.go through
the House and through the Senste Fi=
nance Committee and the Senate and
then through conferenca . Every day
that passes the Government ia losing
needed revenue.

That sort of thing, not the abolition
of Congress; is what peopte are {alkin:

about, and of course they know ftfn:
Congregs 100, The atuff abouk Gestroy<

ing Congress is as silly as the talk.a Jew
months sgo that we were not golg.$o
have any more elections. - &

Flynn gets around fe supporiing
his polnt by comparing the Amert-
can pross with the French press. He
probably doean't hnew that the
French press was notorjously .for
sale. Tho anly similarity between
the French prostitute newspapers
and fndependent American news-
papers is that both are prln!ed on
white paper. | N

Flynn says the people of France lost
respect for thelr democracy because the
French press wns doing what ‘the
Ameriean press Is doing. Erench democ-
racy wenl {o pieces because corrupt,
Incompetent, * short-sighted men  de-
stroyed it Institutlons destroy them-
selves. Congress will never be destioyed
by critlelam, but only if it grows eo
weak and lnadequate that people loss
confidence In it. Modern government
is demanding more of the - exccutl
branch than ever’ before.
demands more of the legisiative brarich,

That feeling expressed ltzell through'

the protest over the X card affair hes

cause the Incident revesled a state of’

mind that was out of key with what war
conditions demand. It expressed itself
alsa In the protest against Congress vot-
ing #self into the retirement plan,
which had & good deal of merit in diself
but which wns put through at a time
And In & way that offended the public
Mnate of mind so deeply that Congress
reversed dtself.

Everybody Is constanliy subjected
fo criticlam and thers is no reason
why the newspapers should be ex-
cepted. It i good for us to he calied
1o necaunt. Tt Is good for public ot~
ficlsls  and  for the legialative
branch. It wan good for the Sa-
preme Court 8 few years ago. I
has been good for the bankers and
the Industriatists, None of thene In-
atltutions has been destroyed by
crltickam. Goms of them have im-
proved by it

Critlcism may even have been & good .

thing for E4 Flynn himself, because
when It came out that & courtyard on
his country estate had been paved with
8800 city paving blocks taken from the
Clty of New York in city tricks, the
Democratle Nattonal Chatrman Teturned
the paving blocka to tie clty so that
he would not be left In tha position
of using munleipal property for his own

Visitin® Around

Tt Aln't TH Flippin',
It's Th' Floppln®

(RFD item,
Lexingion Dlspaich)

* Mrs, Rachel Fern Myers Koontx had
the misfortune to let her car get be-
yond control on the highway near R. A,
HI's place Tuesday morning, and wan
badiy bruised and hurt when it stopped
flipping.

“There s, Afier All, Bomething To
Be Bald For The Traclor
{Doulle Bpringa item,
Bhelby Star)

A leam of mulex ran away with Mrs,
Posey Bridgea and her son one d-y inst
week, Injuring Mrs. Bridg:a,

Walt A Minute, Now—Whieh'n
Is In The Army?
(Fairview ltem,
Laxington Dispatch)

Harlan ' Hedelek  spent the mk-ma
wlth ‘homa " folks from; an’ Ar'm, sastp
In: Georgla

It likewisd
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