oW

dally ldlﬁ(m of The chulnﬂa News was mb\!«h&d
purchased and

Rews :May 8, uu

may bs made at once.

the -local :news published herein.

By carrier: 20 ccnis a week: one

lltn desires . to be notified prompuy ot errors ln any of its reports that
correction

MEMBER ASSOCIATED PRESS
Toe ed Press is cxclusively entitled to the use for republication of” all
‘news dispatches credited to (t or not otherwise credited to this pnper. and also

‘Wileced ma “second-ciam matier st tn¥ Pert Office st Charioite. M. O,
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

month, 87 cents. B

87 cents; threo months, §260; six months, $5.20; one year, $1040.

0. Dowd,’ ms-url *

10" 1888. The Evening
congolidated with The

Gader the ect of Mareh L 1.

y mail: One month,

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1942

By Dick Young

EACB day ‘the war comes - closet
to us all. And the City Hall
is no exception.

Private construction, due to war-

tnough to occupy
their time. This week word cal
that asphalt and tar products Wi
not be available even for repalr
of streets. That means that street

Florious Victory
The Wall at Our Backs in
ic Still Holds

“There was & good chance” sald &
wal spokesman in Australian Allied
éadquarters, “that we would have been
tasted out of our beds last night
Thursday). if this had not happened,
ut-we got in there and did the job.”
“There was too, though people gener-
Iy seemed not to be lmmediately con-
erned about it, a chance that the
\isfortunes of our war with Japan
oitld take In this invasion of the Coral
#a a turn inexpressibly for the worse.
fhere the bold Jap armada was headed,
Bether toward the island of New Cale-
orila, now occupied by a U. 8. and Free
rench force, or toward the east coast of -~
ustealia itself, has not yet been dis-
josed, and now may never be. But if
hud been the American fleet which
and scudded before the fire of
ho Japs,-if. the Coral Sea had been
wept -clear—of-—-naval opposition, New
ealand would have becn a fat rabbit
aiting to be pounced upon, the supplv
s to Australia would have been sev-""
ed or painfuily extended, the fate of
ustraliz itself would have hung pre-
riously In the balence, and with it
ould have gone the wall sgeinst which
¢ U, 8. has been backed in the Paclfic.
But as it turned out, and from the
fie of Australian communiques, despite
rstandable reticence over our losses,
Indubitably turned out to be a glor-
us - victory, the Jap has been driven
ek behind the screen of lslands which
his outposts, What i5 more, the
pply lines to Australla have become
rnight, or over the five days during
hich 'this battle raged, an infinitely
fér route for men and munitions. Our
aval -and air forces have met the..
temy, stopped him in his tracks, turned
-and sent him flying before them.
the months to come we may look
upon this great naval victory, the
tiie for the Coral Sea, and it is pos-
8 that we may say gratefullly to
iraelves, “There—there after Manila,
ofig” Kong, Bingapore, Java, Bataan,
urma, - Corregidor—was the turning
int in the War with Japan. There,

ates, we {irst began to teach the Jap
3 Jong-carncd lesson,

‘Me Surrender!

: One Jap Captain Dircovers
Substitute for Hara-Kari

Not all Jap soldlers, It appears. are s
anatical about shedding thelr last drop
{:blood for the Emperor as they have
en represented.

We are thinking in partlcular about
- ¢ertain Nipponese army captaln who
vas-in command of several armored
teloads of invaders trying-to sneak
D ‘behind General Wainwright's lines
tiBataan. The plot was shattered by
he arrival of Licutenant Johin D,
Sulkieley's  high-specd  torpedo  boats,

¢hifch let the Japs have it fore and aft.
Lleut. Bulkeley
ther:

takes the

up story

#We let 50 Jepanese drown nfter one
Bodt sank because they opencd fire on
ﬁm and wounded one of our officers.

k two prisoners, a Japan
capmn and a private. The captain
‘on his knees, bls hands in_the atr,
ing: ‘Me surrender! Me sirrender
There he .was, this proud officer of
¢ Mikado, grovelling on his knces, his
wo handed sword, no doubt, tangied up
ifider .him, No last ditch fighter, this
¢llow. All he could say wis “me sur-
rendcr“‘ And something tells us we
ven't heard the last of that en!reaty,

Compangy
Misery Loves It, but at
This Price—Whew!

e old favorite. deseription of some-
.who outsmarts himself—that he has
Histed by his own petard—appllies
allithe: income taxpayers .who have

come,” he sald, to Jower personal exemp-
tions from $750 to $600 for singie per-
sons, from $1500 to $1200 for marrled
persons or heads of families, and the
credit for dependents from $400 to $300.

Thus at one swipe there would be
created a new group of 6,800,000 tax-
payers, almost as many more as pald
taxes last year. But, observe. From the
introduction of these neophytes to the
intricacles of Form 1040 would come
only an estimated $100,000,000 In new
revenues, whereas from the further low-
ering of exemptlons there would be
extracted from the old boys an esti-
mated $1,000,000,000 in new revenue, or
ten times as much,

Ah, well; maybe misery loves com-
pany that much, but ten-to-one s a
steep price to pay for it.

Missionaries

Total War Only Magnifies
Their Usefulness

Since Pearl Harbor, some of the good
church brethren hereabouts have been
saying that they had always thought' it
was & waste of money to send misslon-
aries to Japan and that now they knew
1t was, Those rascally Japs, they aliowed,
took the hospitals and churches built by
our subscriptions and laughed up their
sleeves at us.

However, on the basls of Paul Mailon’s
recent report, it locks like the mission-
aries are having the last laugh. Over-
seas workers of the Mormon church, he
says, have been helplng the American
Government plan the bomblng of Japan
—checking the locatlon of steel mills,
foundrles, oil refineries and other milll-
tary objectives in Jap industrial centers,
‘The missionarles picked up the infor-
matlon during their years of resldence
in Japan and it is constdered invaluable
by the Board of Economic Warfare.

This is not the first time misslonarles
have become active participants in total
war, There was Dr. Corydon M. Wassell,
the American misslonary whom Presl-
dent Rooseveit cited in his last radlo
address. Dr. Wassell, as the Presldent
polinted out, was In China when the war
began. Although he was nearing the age
of 60, he volunteered for service in the
Navy and was commissioned a Lieuten-
ant Commander. He helped care for the
wounded of the U. S, Cruisers Marble-
head and Houston in the baltle for Juva,
The story of how he evacuated hls little
flock of & dozen wounded to a ship and
virtually commanded its voyage to safety
under heavy enemy fire and bombing
was well covered by the President,

The cnemy had its misstonaries, too.
When the Japs landed in New Gulnen,
it was “German missionaries” who re-
portedly gulded them through the moun-~
tains toward Port Moresby. No doubt the
Naz! misslonnries were more spies or
“tourists” than men of any church. At
any rate the enemy hasn't reached Port
Moresby yet.

There s a place in total war for mis-
sionaries. And cven larger responsibili-

ties wait for them with the coming of |

total peace,

Drne Belavarsal

Charlotte Symphony Turns in
A Professional Performance

After last night's Charlotte Symphony
cancert, someone asked Maesiro de Roxlo
how many times the orchestra had
rehearsed with Heal Hober, the brilliant
soprane who had won a tremendous ova-
tion from the local audience. (It should
be explajned that Madame Hober and
the orchestra had breezed through three
difficult selections and an encore with-
ot 2 hitcho

The Maestro's reply was impressive:
“One time. We went through the num-
bers with Madame Hober only once.”

This, we submit, 15 in itself rather
conclusive evidence of the degree of
professional and artlstic skill achleved
by the Charlotte Symphony. It indicates
that the communlty has bullt up an

institutlon that 15 worth preserving,
even durlng the days of Spartan sacrl-
Tice that surely lic ahead.

It 15 not primarly a question of dolng
without symphony musle, If the var
_effort demands it, Charlotteans will
cheerfully forego all except the bare nec-
essitles  of sustaining ilfe. And no
thoughtful person would make the ex-
travagant ‘claim that the Charlotte
Bymphony was & hecessity.

The important fact §s that, by an
extremely modest investment, the people
of Charlotte can keep the Symphony in
being, can sate the community from
losing & .time-proven cultural asseb that
Q/nuld take ycars to rebulld,

crews will find thelr
Jobs gone.

MANY SERVICES
MUS'I' BE MAINTAINED

t there are many other func-
Hons that will not be affected.
‘These services must be carrled out
in spite of the war. e com-
munity must be protected against
those who would rob and steal
Fire protectlon must be given and
this ‘becomes all the more im-
portant if cnemy planes should
appear in the air over us. Tha
community’s health must be an(e-
guarded. Garbage must
moved and water and sewer ﬂ\clll-
ties must be Xept to standard.
Bome few services afe

y
fected by the struggle against the «

dictators but most of them must
be maintained.

HATS OFF TO THE
SCHOOL TEACHERS

Our hats are off to the school
teachers of the Clty and County
who this week performed a her.
culean task of registering the
150000 cltizens of Chariotte and
Mecklenburg for sugar rationing.
This was virtually a census of the
entlre connty nnd it was completed
by the teachers, with some out-
side ald, In the span of less than

Always when there s an
portant lob to be done, the teache
ers are called upon ta do it. -Yet
when there Is a pinch and the cry
is ralsed for reduction In public
expenditures, the tenchers are the
first to get the axe. -

‘There Is an ironienl twist to the
situatlon ns {t Applies to Chare
lotte tenchers. This year they are
losing three days of pay hecause
Richard E. Thigpen, as chalrman
of the buflding and grounds com-
mittee of the City School Board,
insisted (and two other attorneys
apreed with him) that the law re-
qulres the City's share of fines
and forfeitures to be earmarked
for school malntenance and not
used as §n the past for other
school exprnses, Inctuding tenchers'

im-

‘upplcmrnu s & Tesult (when
had to he reserved for
relirement  contributlon)

uw term was shortened three days
and the teschers lost thelr pay
for three days, Now the teachers
spent. hours and  hours of extra
work this week, conduclng the
sugar reglstration, the sole  re-
sponsiblllly of the Rationing Board,
of which Mr. Thigpen is chalr-
man,

INSGRIBE YOUR KAME
0 THE PAY ROLL
OF HOHOR

Buy U. 8. War Savings
Bonds and Stamps
through the Pay-Roll
Savings Plan at your
office, factory, or storc.

War needs money—
America nceds your help.

The Blinds
Are DBrawn
By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON
N the brink of gas ratlon-
ing. the Ickes Tetroleum Co-

ordinalor's Headquarters bas In<

itiated o complets

sensorsbip of fig-

) ures which would
~ show how much

i rationing Is Justls
tled.

&

As fnr back as
Jan. 1, the Ickes
Sffice shut  oft
asual weekly reg-

figures by

o
LR
wonal

- the  Burcau  of
S l‘ 3 Mines of #1s own
AW Hinterlor  Departe

ment. .
But now {1 has reguested the
Ameriean Petroleum  Institute  to
abandon 15 weekly statistics, such

as published in this column April
27, showing gas stocks on the East-
ern Seaboard only three-twentleths
Helow Iast vear for the week end-
ing April 11, That ls the last
weekly flgure you will get.
han acceded 1o the request,

NEITHER ARMY OR NAVY
ASKED ¥OR CENSORSHIP

Nelther the Army nor Navy re-
quested sueh censorship. The armed
forces obvlously do not consider the
figures military informatlon. Nor
has actlon been suggested by Cen-
nor

The Ickes office says it declded

ftself that Hitler might get some

comlort out of knowing how much
gas i1 on hand In the East or
clsewhere.

The rationing ystem s o com-
plex in tclf, i will eertainly caira
prematuroly gray hair among
D Srachees wha. wlll handle 16
as they nare handling sugar. Five
types of cards will be lss

Mck was not made with suffictent fofes,

““the’ Britiah " lapied " Into" - defénsive

Identification Cards Néeded

NEW YORK

THE other day I went and reg-

istered for my sugar ratlon,
and got my ration card, X am an
honest woman; I told the exact
truth about the number. of peo~
ple in’ my family, and the amount
of sugar In the house, In other
words, I acted the way the over-
whelming majority of Americans
slso acted and will continue to
act.

But watching the whole proce-
dure it was pcrfcetly clear to me
that if anyone wantcd to cheat at
this game, 1 would not take &
highly trained criminal ta do so.
In fact, & trained gang of ‘would-
be bootleggers in any great clty,
could mnke a very nice thing for

out of the
of & sugar-racket,

INTFnLOCKlNG RA(,KETS
WOULD BE

And bit by IJH. nll essentlals will
be ratloned, Presumably the pro-
cedure will be the snme as with
supar. And unless it is more care-
tully done than it ls at present,
there can be intarlocking rackels
in nll the essentinls of ilfe.

It is to prevent this tlmt 1 nm
writing this column, It is
gest that the whole rnﬂﬂnlnk l)uﬁ(-
ness  should be more carcfully
pinnned, and provided with checks:

It 1n nat my intention to uxe
this means of suggesting Lo
would-be  cheals  how  they
rould come into possession of
a doren sugar-ratloning—and
later ather  rationing—eards;
ar seores or hundreds of them.
1t 15, hawever, my intentlon to
point aut that the ilentity of
the applicant for a card, his
place of residence, and the size
of his family, are mot estab-
lished by anything except hla
word and his slgnature,

To check these things after the
eard 5 dssued s difflcult to do.
The applicant has to  describe
himself as of & certaln helght,
weigife and coloring. But he 18
not compelled in any case to pur-
chasc his own sugar; my cook,
for instance. can [)\H’L‘lm!b mine,
ns she doubtless will, And the de-
scriptions nre vague enough to fit
many, Anyhow, you can't turn
every groccr Into a detective.

IDENTITY 1S ESSENTIAL
TO ALL RATIONING

Actually, no rationlng can bo
thoroughly effectlve, unless it be-
gins by the unquestloned  estab-
lshment of the Identity of the

helder of the card.

Now this 1s not diffieult to da.
JU s, as a matter of fact, done
in the case of every ‘“ecnemy”

Side Glances

By Dorothy Thomplon

Ao

alien, He has had lo reglster, pre-
sent three photographs, of walch
two were kept by the office, and
in return vecelve an identifica-
tion card, with his photograph dn
it and & description of his per-
sonality; something llke & passe
port. And this has. hot heen . hand-
ed him on the spet, but mniled
registered (o the address glven,
and the postman instructed to
llver it only against the personal
rignature of the applicant, and to
compare the photograph with tne
face of the signatory.

Now, an cffective rationing
system  demands  that  every
peesan applying  for  ratlous

possess n simltar certificate of

identity, and that ratien carda

can only be delvered ngainst

such A certificate, which s

then stamped whenever a ra-

tlon card s issued.

The possesslon of such an iden-
tilicatlon card is no humbiation
of any kind. It s just common
rense, and efficlent protection of
the honest against the chiselers
or the outrlght criminals,

A Man Who Remembers
Old Man James Belk
Monroe Journat
The Journal has found a man
who connecta by nal contact
with the Mecklenburg Declaration
of Indeprndence of May 20, 1773,
He Is Mr. 8. A, Lathan of Buford
Township, wio lives in the localily
where Jamer Belk lived and dled.
Not_only that, but Mr. Lathan,
himself now 75 years old, remems
bers the oid man very clearly. And
he !s a kinsman of the old man.
James Belk's father’ weat to
Charlotte at the call ;of Colonel

SR AN

“It'll be easy to win his father, over to the iden of us gete
ting married, but it's his mother that I've got to sell!”

s B

- of the country in May 1775.

Thomas Polk to consider the state

3
was there when the declaration
swas signed on the 20th of May. He
lived in what ls now lower Buford

. Township, Unfon County, then a

part of Mecklenburg.

‘When he went home from Cher~
lotte and told what had happened
thers that day, his son, James
Belk, was ten years old. The lat-
ter remembered it well and sald
that his mother was alarmed at
the news because she feared it
‘meant war, It did mean war, and
the war overran the very country

It was ez=
pecially in view of the perli which Enge
Iand escaped “after Dunkirk.
Nevertheless for nearly two years thers

“has been little initlative on our side, and

the lack of it has besn costly.

NEW NAVAL STRENGTH
COMING INTO THE WAR

Now United Natlons strength ts'grows
ing rapidly. There are signs that new
naval strength is coming into the pleture
on our side, President Roosevell recently
mentloned that American naval forces
were operating in the Mediterranesn
and now Berlin says iwo American bate
tleships have passed through Sues into
the Indisn Ocean,

The Eritish were sutclassed re-
cently by the Japanesa naval forces
In the Bay of Bengal but they hare
since mustered enough foree to oc-
cupy Madagascar. The TUnited
Btates .annomncea Its intention of
giving any assistance needed ta hold
Madagasear,

‘Thus by joint naval action Great Brite
aln and the United States are moving
to prevent the Japanese from.accom-

~plishing thelr fatal-purpose of closing

the Indfan Ocean. New naval strength
now coming snd due to come in the
next few weeks gives our sida greater
freedom of action. We are taking the
first opportunity to exercise it in the
critical area on the other slde of Africa,

RUSBIA BHOULD TAKE

in which the Belks Hved, not B0 . REART FROM ACTION

~fai~1r6m thé spot wheré Tarlton
cut down Buford's men—the Bu-
ford for vshom that township s
named.

MICE GNAWED HIB TOES
BUT THE LEG WAS GONE

1875 when the centennial was
hcld in Chariotte, James Belk was
there and was introduced to the
crowd by Governor Vance. He was
then 110 years . Returning
home, he died the follawing 'year
at the ege of 111. Al the his-
torlans accept these statements as
facts.

James Belk lived fn hls extreme
age with his grandson, Britton
Bﬂlk and dled there. He wes bur-
lodt old Al'l loch Church about
the smu line." Britton Belk was an
uncle of Mr. 8, A. Lathan, who
glves us this Snformation.

When B boy Mr. Lathan often
went to the home of 'his uncle,
Britten Belk, and there saw the
old man, end remembers him well.
James Belk had lost a leg below
the knee, 1t having been taken oft
in consequence of a  pltchfork
wound. The old man had s wood-
en leg, with leather straps. Mr.
Lathan remembers well taking off
and putting on the leg for tho old
man, and the leather straps used,
And he remembers more vividly
hearing the old man ery out in the
night, “Britt, oh, Brll!. come here,
the mice are gnawing my toesl”
It i5 m well kaown fact that people
who have lost a limb often imag-
ine that there are palns in the foob
or hand that has long been off
and burled. The physiologleal ex-
planation 1s that the nerves which
convey impulses to the brain cane
tinue to refer sensations to the
lost member, and the sensation,
which really takes place in the
braln, continues to be “felt” as 1f
n the feot or hand that is gone.

Mr. Lathan's recollection of
Jnmes Belk s very clear. The old
man had two sons, both well. re-
membered by many people. One
was John W. Belk, who was the
father of Dr. Belk, Rev,
George "Belk and  Rev. Darling
Delk. and Mrs. Allce Broom, who
is still living. The other sbn was
Rev, Jullus Belk, who was the
father of the late Mrs. J. W. Mc-
Cain of Waxhaw.

Hls one Aaughter, Esther Belk,
married Burreil Belk, whose son,
Liggett Belk, was father of the
late Squire 8anford Beik, who was
corener of Unlon Counly 40 ycars
ago.

Rifle-Shooters vs.
Bull-Ditto

Greenlborn Newn

Bergeant York asks the War
Department to leb him form &
battallon - of Tennessee moun-
taineera who hi been rejocted
by the Army becauss of fliteracy.
‘Wao are for it, hecause it we were
the enemy wo are satiafied that
wo would rather take gur chances
with & bettallon of Ph.D's,

, this battle of the bases.

No development could be of greater
encoursgement to Russia. For Madae
gascar lea directly. on the supply line
to Russia, Your geography s correct,
Madagascar is way down on the lower
enstern const of Africa. You might think
1t was of Nttle concern except to South
Africa. But.this is & world-wide war
and supplles to Russia go around the
Cape of Good Hope ‘and up through the
Indian Ocean. '

Japen is trying to edge over and
takie Ceyton, off the lower ilp of In-
dia. That would enable her ta point
oul scross  the Indian Ocean from
the ecastern side. She already has
acquired some slcpping stones lo-
ward Madagascar, and If she conld
have gone on moross .and eccupled
this Vichy French island, Japan
would hate been able to close the
gate.

From Tokyo to Mnadagascar i1 ns far
as from New York to Madagascar. Few
places In the world are without Importe
ance to both sides In this war.

Wao are in the midst of n batile for
these strategic places. Japan has moat
of them In the southweat Pacific. Bhe
la trying to get those in the Indian
Ocean. We msy expect that Laval’s new
power will mean German use of Dakar,
a key polnt on the west coast of Africa,

BATTLE OF BASES
MAY TURN THE TIDE

Long ngo President Rocsevelt was fore.
sighted enough t¢ occupy Greenland and
to foin the British in Iceland. As
American mnd British naval strength
increases from the furious butlding of
the last year, we may expect ths United
Natfonz to become more spgresstvs In
CIt may be
that the first sign of a declsive turn in
the course of the war will come Lhmluh
the batile of the bases.

Certainly, before the United,Natlons
can hope to ba effectiva-in land cam-
palgns, they must regain superiority on
the seaz and hold and regain bases vital
to the protection of our supply routes,
particularly thoss that feed Russla and

- those that will ba necessary in supplying

a continental offensive in Europe.

Immediate reverses In Burma wre
heart-breaking for the Chiness; Loss of
eastorn India would add to the difficulty
of China continuing. her resistance, Yet
those are Incidents ) uthe large schems
of the war,

Victory for the United Natlons will
coms only after we hava made safe the
sea routes over which we can send the
stream of supplies and men for the
land offensives. That !s why this ree

. covery of Initiatlve, ax tllustrated by the

The Laundress
Threatens Revenge
Tide

A man we know mneslected his
account with his laundresa for
months, Finally he found this note
mmong his olean clothes:

“Dear 8ir—You havs owed me $8
for four months. If you do not pay
the whols by next week, I will
Pm. too much starch in_your col-
ars—Cordlally, Mra, Smiith.”

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

Never think  you : &re rect
i you have ntulnod thl lonl‘
Till " we all come ) ?
sure of the atamra al thn lul

occupation of Madagascar, is s hopeful
#lgn,

Visitin® Around

Oh, for 2 Quiet L"I

On x Farm :
CWalnat. ftemh, Ll (
Maaball Nevu-Mcord) L

nesy of Chri




