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School Board’s Actions
Warrant No Great Protest

¥e have shied awry from making any
nment on the City School Board's
olishment last week of the posltions
Director of Music and Director of
ysical Education. We've said nothing
out it editoriaily for the good reason
it we didn't know what to say.

ince the board's action, a fair-sized
us has developed, an aftermath which
y have been egged on somewhat by
s newspaper's headline description of
 Incldent as an “axing.” Investigation
ivinces us that the board’s intentions
e not on so petty a piane. In Mr.
en’s casge. the decislon to abollsh the

dtion and distribute its duties seems

have been made without any reflec-
 upon the Director of Physical Edu-
lon and primarlly in consideration of
having applled for a commlssion in
- Naval Reserve.

s for the Director of Music, the
ve wns intended, we perceive it, to
ore undivided authority ouver Central
h 8chool te its principal and the City
o0l Superintendent. Mr, Sides, while
nittedly an able band leader, fs like-
e a pretty officious person. In his cap-~
y as Director of Music it is Hkely that
held himselt to be an Independent
artment of the school system, ac-
ntable to no one and primarily a
ctor of the Central High band rather
n of music In the schools as a whole.
or those reasons and also for econ-
, which was a consideratlon, the
ool Board’s decision appeals to us as
rely supportable and without any-
g In it to warrant any loud protest.
 fact that Mr. Bides has been invited
ake another ob in the music depart-
it acquits the board of any charge
trying to purge him outright,

Var Blight

North Carolina Suffers Under
Army-Navy Purchasing System

\ North Carolina there are more
1 200 machine shops that could be
king on Government contracts or
ontracts. Not more than = dozen
participating in the war effort.
. North Carolina, scares of execu-
s in the smaller cotton mills are
dering how many workers they will
¢ to lay off, now that they have
verted 60 per cent of their looms ta
production of war cloths. They are
iy to make canvas, osnaburgs and
ltke—but they haven't had an opper-
ity ever to bld on & Government con-
1 North Carolina last weck a bidder
he eastern part of the state found
bid on a certain type of container
delivery to the Government in Nar-
 was Jow. But he didn't get the order.
 freight rate from his plant {and it
10t far from the Virginiz line) was
' again as high as the rate from
7 York to Norfolk,
1 North Carolina, officlals ut a great
acco company offered to make a cer-
. part for a vital Implement of war
their extenslve machine shop. Two
ernment ~ inspectors approved the
litles. After several months of Gov-
mental delay and beating around the
h, the officials were forced to cone
le that the Army had na intention
tving them an order. They abandoned
r-plang In disgust.
1 one thriving North Carollna city
ral small machine shops poaled thelr
urces and asked to bld on Army
k. They, too, got encouragement.—
no orders,
ut of North Carolina, meanwhile,
ed labor s migrating In a steady
am to the great new war industrics
Atlanta, to the shipyards and tre-
dous plane factories of Ballimore,
he forges of the Monongahela Valley,
nd not only in North Carolina are
e . things happening. With but few
‘ptions, the same pattern fits the
re:South. It boils down to an ugly
d—one that we dislike using. The
d1s discrimination.
iwould be hard to prove that North
oliia and the South are belng -pur-
1§ discriminated against. It may be
ome manufacturers have observetl-..
; 'Army - Quartermasters and Navy
urers:are so busy flourishing red
y and ‘fighting each other that they
o't Have time to bother with litile
wWa, Time and:again Army speclfi-
onk and’ calli’{or. bids have arrived
orth Carolina barely 24 hours before
desdling for awards, The

down to us, on the day before the dead-
line, was just a formality.

And the worst of it s not the dis-
crimination. Even more disgraceful Is
the inescapable concluslon that by refus-
ing to make full use of the willing
productive capacity In.the South or any
other region the Army and Navy and
‘our Allles are getting just that many
fewer implements of war.,

There’s Donald Nelson and the War
Production Board, working like Trojans
to make every machine that can be
spared or converted put to use in war
* production: Dinned Into manufacturers’
cars night and day is the question:
“Has your plant gone all-out on war
work?"

And over here are the Army and
Navy, hide-bound by obsolete specifica-
“tions; dribbling out s’ contract hers and
there as it pleases them.

Let it be sald to President Roose-
velt's credit that he attempted to do
something about it. He proposed to set
up a - central purchasing office which

With the self-explana-
tory cartoon captioned
“British Plane” at right,
Herbert Lawrence Block
(above), professionally
known as “Herblock”,
won the 1941 Pulitzer
Prize. Herblock's prize-
winning panel appeared
on March 7, 1941, His
cartoons appear daily on
the editorial page of
The News.

What Reds
ToldJapan

By Paul Mallon N

- would have taken actusl tract-letting
powers away from the Army and Navy.

These branches would have toldithe::.

central office what they wanted and
how many and it would have been up
to the new agency to get dellvery.
Jealously and zealously, the admirals
and generals stepped in and throttled
the President's proposal. Each was afraid
the other would be favored. The inocu-
lation at Pearl Harbor agalnst Army-
Nrvy rlvalry had failed to “take.”

Some day, perhaps, the President will
try again. One thing seema pretty cer-
tain: the war effort cannot be saddled
by such pettiness Indefinitely and have
any chance of success.

Unieon Mamnifosio

It Underlines a Contrast
In Democratic Circles

What the Unlon County, Scuth Caro-
Hna, Democrats dld at thelr convention
Monday brings up a perplexing question,
to wit: what are the qualifications for
a voting membershlp In the Democratic
Party? .

Not Intelligence, surely. Some of the
dimmest-witted persons we know are
Democratle stalwarts. Not education,
apparently. The first party “worker”
we ever saw In action was a harmless
fellow who signed his name with an
"X". Not character. We have scen wife-
beaters, drunkards, derellcts—the very
scum of humanity—vote unchallenged
in a Democratic primary,

It is none of these standards that
concern the Unlon Democrats, Thelr

WASHINGTON.
TSSIAN seems  to
have been by far the clev~

ereat so far developed in the war,
I have it on
what I Dhelleve
¥ to be unquestion~
ahle
that Stalin told
the Japs before
Pcnrl Harbor, he

Govern~
ment that it Ja-
pnn attacked Rusala, the United
Btates would attack Japan,

By this smart mancuver and
otherwlse, the Red leader has
avolded canflict with his naturnl
enemy on the second front iIn
Asla. He has created a sltua-
tlon you would not helieve, 11 it
were not obvlous before your eyes.
RUBBIA 1S FIGHTING
THE WAR FOR RUSSIA

We are warring  with  Russia
Bgalnst  Germany and  without
Russia rgalust Japan, Russla, our
close nlly, recelving substantial
quantltles of war materials from
us, 13 not using them agalnst our
enemy in the Pacific.

Not only that, but Stalin has
not allawed American military
misslons to survey bases in Slberla
from which we could bomb Japan,
Consequently, we do not
ta stand & chance of getting lhuse
very {mportant bases until Stalin
believes Japan iz ready o attack
him.

Russia, reallstie s always, |y
fighting this war for Russia, and
thereby selting a good example for
the Unlted States, and especially
for the liitle group of lovers of hu-
manlty here wha llve in clouds of
idenlism and expect others to do
lkewlse.

T adopted ia:

“. . . opposing any effort to nilow
the Negro to vote in a primary election
of Unjen County or In the state of
South Carollna.”

The Union Dempcrats needn't have
bothered to resolve against the Negroes.
A rule adopted by BSouth Carolina

Democrats in 1040 (and still in force)

provides: .
“The applicant for membership (in
lhcrmr))...ﬁll + « & whita
Demoerat . , "

Under Lhe 1936 party rule, subse-
quently killed at the 1938 state con-
ventlon:

“Every Negro applying for member-
ship in & Democratic Club, or offer-
Ing to vote In a primary, must pre
& wrilten statement of ten reputable
white men, who shall swear that they
know of their own knowledge that the
applicant or voter voted for General
+Wade) Hampton In 1876 and has voted
the - Democratlc  ticket  contlnuously
sitce . . )

In New ‘York, Chlcago and other
Narthern political centers, the Demo-
cratic Party is less squeamish, Up there,
the Negro vote is a bulwark of New Deal
strength; Indeed it Is often the margin
of a Democratic victory. Demecratic
bosses would sooncr come out for a ten-
cent subway fare than ellenate the New
gro vote.

‘The contrast between these iwo meth-
ods of dealing with the Negro is not a
particularly pleasant one, nor does it

flatter elther Southern or Northern
Democrats,
“Two hams,” says a cable, “caused a

riot In Milan." Don't tell us Abbott. and
Costello are rolling them in the aisles
over there, -

Among birthday gifts to the Fuchrer
was a globe, dated 1350, showing_neither
America, In the Middle Ages, to which

' he 15 reverting, he can efford to lgnore
us.

" soul;

P LAGS
EEHIND PRODUCTION

The battle of prodiction haa
heen won. Few communlques are
issued from that necessarlly secret
front, but 1t Is safe to say that
both tank and plane production
ars running ahead of schedule.

n fact, everything is ahead ex-
cept. shipplng.  In some instances
raw materlals have been diverted

from tanks to the shipyards in
order ta stimulate the lagglng
phase.

i3 restricted to
merchant ships. War vessels are
far nhead of expectations. Ad-
miral Land has placed the blame
on several factors, shortage of
nteel, both labor and mansgement
troubles, and the fact that the
program  started late.

Thus, while we are demonstrat~
ing what the old Democratic capi-

The deficiency

tallstic system of productien can .

do in an cmergeney, We Are un-
able to keep these materinls flow-
ing to the far flung battle fronts
of the world at & commensurate
pace.

MISSIONARIES HELPED

FLAN BOMBING OF JAPAN
Mormon missionarles back from

Japan  helped this  Government

wilh plans for bomblng Japan's in-

dustrial cliles. These mlaslonaries

know where everything is located

there, steel mills, foundrics, oil
refinerles, -
Similar  informatlon on  both

Germany and Japan i belng gathe
cred up quietly by the board of
economic  warfare.

Engincers and business men who
have done contract work in Europe
and the For East are belng con-
sulted,  particularly those who
work Rumanlan off wells,
clectric  power plants, mills and
foundrles.

The Eutopesn, information is be-
Ing passed on to the

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

Life is indestructlble, but one
may lose the dignily of a clean
Whosoever shall lose his
life for my sake and the gos-
pels, the same ‘shell sqve it.—
Mark 835, -

authority |

NEW YORK

 HAVE walted some days to com-

ment on the seven points ad-

vanced by the President as pre-

ventive mensures against inflation,

and to ralse a few questions in
regard to them.

Runuway infintlon is a catas-
trophe that not only destroys the
economlc life but undermines the
social and political stability of &
natlon and destroys the fabric of
its_soeinl integration.

The disintegration of German
soclety was the result of the great
inflation of 1923. The consequences
of that infiatlon were dlfferent on
different classes. Industrial work-

“ers suffered but when ft was aver

they were exactly where they had
been when It started—they had
lost nothing, hecause they had had
nothing to lese.

INDUSTRIAL TYCOONS
BENEFITTED ENORMOUSLY

The grent industrinlists had a
Roman heliday out of it. They used
loans to enlarge their plants, and
repaid them In paper. The result
was an ecnormous transfer of the
peaple’s wealth into & few monop-
olistic hands,

What happened to the middle

classes: Those In  salarled posi«
tlons, school teachers, civll serve
ants, minor exccutlves, white-col~
lared workers as n whole; and

smull owners, manufncturcrs, ine
dependent  farmers,  shopkeepers,
and the relattvely small group live
iog’ from rents and securities?

The incomes of these penple
were never vastly greater than
those af the belter pald wark-
ers, But ‘part of these Incomen
had been regularly invested, In
insucance pollcies, homes, busi-
ness reserves and as s backlog
agalnst & ralny day, Econam-
leally speaking, this, and not
their incomes, was the differ-
ence between ihem and the
workers.

The inflatlon put them in a
worse position than the workers,
because they lost (he results of
thelr thrift, and they had less ors
ganized power as n pressure group.
T polltieal ffec of this. was
fo destroy Democracy. For every-
where in the world the middle
classes are the bnsla of Democe
racy, provided they are friendly ws
the "workers, The political effect
was to turn friendshlp into hos
Ullty, and create the closs busts

Whom Inflation Destroys

By Dorothy Thompson

between the classes 15 greater, and
15 prejudice  agatnst
et ot “hece” an in Europe.

The American middle clasa Is
neither penny - pinching  nor
snobbish; it i3 the most foler-
ant group in America. Those
Amerlcans witk' incomes . be-
tween $2,500 and $10,000 a
year ars the most Intelligent
ktoup. They furnish practicai-
Iy all the names that evenlu-
ally get Ilnte Who's Who. They
are nat above the struggxles of
life: luxury is  unknown to
them; but they have seen that
they can  win  the nstruggle
throagh education, by the de-

velopment  of  culture and
thought.
They buy nearly all the books

that are sold; thcy make enorm-
nus ancrifices for the educatlon of
their children; they loin the Par-
rnt-Teachers Associations and slt
on the school bhoards.

They live on budgets, They are
the most careful buyers in Amer-
ica. They have the sense of qual-
ity that reckons other things than
price in everything they buy,

They are the supporters of ev-
ery progressive movement. They
are the bulk of contributors to the
Red Crosa and  the Communuty

nests,
‘Thelrs are the “neat”llttle houses

- to end the

© mauth, sometimea well,

Jia can be created amon;

. Side Glamces

in rows on rows"—with lawns and
window boxes in front, vegetable
paiches In the rear, and veloel-
pedes on the sidewslk--that ara
the pecutlar aspect of our Ameri-
can scene,

THIS CLASS MUST =
RESCUED—OR ELSE
Now, the authors of the anti.
inflation program, If they are wise,
must think sbout these people;
they must rescue this class, And
they must ask themselves & gues-
tion: In the equalization of sac-
rifice, which all honest men must
agree In both neceasary and deslr-
able, which way of life should we
choose ta preserve and promote?
Bhowld the. middle classes accept
the way of Iife’of the workers, or
should we consclously use the war
"prolelarlat” in  this
pond BR them tno

coun!—ry. tha
ife of these middle class-

wny

'I'hls 1s not a question of income,
It is & question of how lncoms s
used.

Anti-inflation measures can efth
er proletarianize the middle class,
with fatal results for the stability
of the natlan, or they can do just
the oppoaite.

WORHERS NEVER HAD CHANCE
TO LEARN THRIFT, PLANNING

‘The way of lifa of the workers
is not the way of life of the mid-
dls classes. But for that the lack
of status among workers 8 to
blnme, a1 well as the economle
tdeas that have motivated the
Amerlcan commerclal system, Work-
rrs have been forced to llve from
day to day and i{rom hand to

brdly, but never under clreum-
stances conduclve to family plan-
ning or saving.

The result ls that when their
incomes hecome enormounly aug-
mented, without the tradition of
saving to offset them, the work-
ers' spending habita creats Inflae
tlon, Nno measures sgainst inflas
tlon will work unlesa saving hab-
g the
workers—or thelr incomes depresa~
ed. And no one wants the lstler.

T shall discuss this mth:r. for
it lies at the very f Amere
ican Democracy.

of the Hitler which,
economically spenking, is the rad-
icallsm of A dispossessed mlddle
class caught  between  cxplojting
monopolsts and workera.

“MIDDLE" PEOPLE MAKE
THE CULTURE OF AMERICA
An antl-inflation program, 1f 1t
works, Iy n protection for thla
class and for the whole of socicty.
And thls 1s more so In America
than In any other country on
earth. For these “middle” peopls
make the pecullar culture and lifs
of Amerlea, and In this country
they are less  “petit  hourgeols”
than anywhere else, The fluldity

YOUR WARTIME QUESTION
(> )
[ &
)
IS therc a Pay-Roll Savings Plan
opersting in yout office, facwory,
or store

1f not—help start one nows

That's the wey to invest in
U. S. War Savings Bonds and,
Stamps every pay day until
Victory is won.

Tell your department head
or foreman you'd like 1o enroll
in a Pay-Roll Savings Plaa.

COPE. 198 Y e SEOOR, By T e, W90, V. &, PAT. O0Y,

time, yet I thotght possibly that When
the showdown came the Congress
leaders would rise to the occasion. They
have_not.
OLD GRIEVANCES .
“OBSESSED NEHRU

i 'Nehrt was obsessed with past trouble
“with the British, Fs sald the bad history
of that relationship must be remem-
bered, and that the effects of it could
not be overcome by one stroke ovi
night. His worda wers prophetlc, for

Cripps could net overcome it and the

present mensce of Japanese lnvulon "

not overcoming i,

It i not that Nehru is pm-.!-p‘mn
~nor Gandhl elther—even though the
effect of their actions now is the sams
83 if they were pro-Japanese. Nehru -
sald that the Congress Party had con-
demned Fasclzm years ago when '.hl
T BFitih PLAYINg with ~jt—the"
gress Party condemned Fascism I
Fthlopla and Spain and dendunced Hite
Ier's seizure of Csechoslovakin,
HATRED OF BRITISH
MINTMIZES JAP MENACE

Two elements enter into the.preseny
decision not to present srmed resiste

‘ance to Japan. One ls the intense

anti-Britlsh fesling, By reflex action

it tends to welcome any event that
will shake thé Britsh hold on India,

That feeling 15 so strong that it causes

people to minimiss tho Japanese men~

ace. They don't xnow the story of Korea
and the brutalitles practiced in China,—
excepl as atroclty storles” which they
are inclined to discount. When you

' have been in prison for generations, I

auppose you are not much interested in

the kind of fellow who throws s rops
to you over the wall.

The zecond element 19 the em-
bedded ' docirine of peacefal resiat-
snes, which Gandhl has made the
cors of his reslsiance te British
rule. Nehrn was eareful ta explain
that pescefol resisiance is net the
#amo na pssslve resistance Peace~
fol resistance, 88 he explaina 11, &
acilve resistance but net with the
e of foroe.

For instance, to use his tilustration, it
the Jepaness invaders should demand

- food, the Hindus would refise to give

it ta them. They might be shot for it

and undoubtedly would be willing to bs
zhot. They have refused to obey British

orders when 1L meent beating or im-

prisonment. -

Nehru says military  resistance fa
futile for & weak country like Indis, He
makea the point that, If you are & weak
country and attempt military resist-
ance, when the resistance 1s overcoms
= that is the enid of the strugzle, whereas
with peaceful resistance thers in naver
any tinal showdown and end to it.

BRITISH, TOO. TRIED
PFACEFUL RESISTANCE

That sounded like halr-splitting te
me. 1t amacks of rationalization, Buk
It s typical of the metaphyasieal twist-
ings that dominats Hindu thinking and
determine Hindu conduct in face of &
“erists,

Bot how strange s misreading ot
recent history it fa! DId net the
Britlsh pursue a polioy of pescetul
resiatanca to Hiler in the daye be-
fore Poland waa atfacked? D4 nos
we (7 peacetul resistance to Japan.
The Dutch tried peaceful reslstance
In refusing to sl Japan as much
ol ax she demanded: The' Chincse
found out long age that peacetul
restatance enly Invited more aggres-
ston. o -
Every day of this war demonsirates

the futility of anythlng excepl superlor
force in dealing with the Axla aggres«
sors. But the Hindus won't learn 1t un- .
tl too late. And In the end they will
be saved only because the United Na-
tlonn wHl bring enough fores to bear
to crush Japan,

Visitin’ Around .

How to Make &
Subscriber SBhudder

(North Wilkesboro Fuatler)

Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Harris and
small ‘son Eugene from vicinity .of
Mooresville and Miss Jesale Query, of'
Huntersville, wore here Sundey atter-’
noon, Muarch 22, during the funera] of
Mrs. Tavepaugh, and visited Mrs, L, M,
and W. K, Pharr, Mr. Will Query re-
cently was serfousty Ul & few days s
the home of hia brother.

Pligible l'nmloodvor '

“I'd hate to be in your shoes, speaking to that graduating
class—their parents all know you were expelled
+ {rom tha eighth zrudel"

(Ady.,
LOST—Batwebn high scheol nnd Love \

Lane, gold rimmed spectacien, M
-black case, . Phone 200-W, e




