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Defendlng

Criticism
By Paul Mallon

ASHINGTON
EPRBSENTATIVE Plerce o
author of biily
prohip Public opimton polls, ha
asked

to restrictions on
newspaper col-
umns and radlo,
He sald the Con-
must de~
“how far
we are going to

columnists to

in criticlsm, nnd

how far those
o talk uv:r

thf radio are golnz 1o ba able to

eriticlze.”

WEDNESDAY,

MAY 13, 1942

Denr Mr. Plerce:

You are going to go just ms far
in allowing critliclsm as you want
mr pcopl: to have confidence In

Is There a Better "Ole?”

The war does not seem to have altered
~the feelings of the North Carolina
- Merchants Association toward the state
sales tax. They're still agin it and ves-
terday they passed a resolution cailing
for its complete climination.

We think we understand how the mer-
chants feel about the three -per cent
levy. They remember that the sales tax
‘was passed with the understanding that
t would be repealed after the depres-
slon. Even its sponsors admitted that it
was 8 “bad" tax. that it was a poor
“man’s-tax,-that it was a hesvy burden
zon the merchants who became its col-
lectors.

- "Even so, whether retentlon of the tax
has been an act of bad faith toward the
merchants or simple expedlency, we
wonder what kind of {ax the merchants
sssoclation would substitute for it. Be-
cuuse there would have to be some sort
of a gubstitule. With gasoline tax reve-
-nues hard hit by rationing, with the
hole state suffering from an acute
-ecopomic dislocation, some way to ralse
‘enough money to keep the state solvent
18" obviously plainly necessary.

There may be an alternative to the
sales tax, but for the moment we can't
think of one that the Federal Govern-
‘ment hasn't beat us to.

A Policy
2+t Is To Publiah Rather
Than To Suppress

On Monday, there was printed in the
letter column on this page & communi-
catlon from a young Manroe Negro
named Leander Derr. It criticized the
exclusion of his race from Democratlc
Drimaries in Sputh Carolina and wound
‘Up . with the declaration that f this
ttitude was representative of the whole
country, then “as for him to heli with
ihe United States.” .

‘His langusge was not only intemper-
16 but came close to the seditious.
.The man was arrested and brought to
Charlotte, more for his own safety, the
‘Monrot ‘police chlef sald, than with
charges in mind. The FBI stepped in,
commandeered the original letter but
seemed disposed to take no actlon against
‘We are truly sorry that publication of
the Ietter caused s0 much trouble ail
around. When it was recelved, we con-
“Eldered declining to print it, returning
4t to the sender rather than the FBI
beécause we believed that the man was
simply over--speaking himself instead
of entertaining active seditious notfons,
But we declded to let it be published
TFather than o suppress it,.and our rea-
sons were these:

. Letters express the opinlons of their
writers, not of the edltors of Tir News,
Our policy is to-publish all such letters
which are not overly personal or libe-
Jous, We dislike exceedingly to receive
Jetters which raise the touchy race que:
tion, but if these letters indicate what
s:In the mind of Negroes generally,
suppression would serve only_to_aggrra-
the conditlon and leave the white
People unaware of what they had to
ezl with,

Hitler’s Choice
He Showcs o Healthy Respeet
For U. 8. Supplies to Russia

Ritler's first larpe-seale offensive
galnst Russia this Spring h been
ndertaken in the sector where nearly
‘eryone expected jb—the Crimea. The
attle now being fought out’ on the’
Kéfch Peninsula will decide whelher
1o take a
short-cut to the Caucasus oll fields and
ihe:Middle East or whether ther will
ave to take the longer way around the
Jack Bea shore. The difference between
iwo routes may mean victory or
eat for Hitler.

imea, which juts futo the middie of
Black Sea, commands that- body of
ter: Even if the Russians are able to
.the Crimean naval base of Sevasto-
Nazl ‘occupation of the rest’of the
Eilla i would enable Hitler to estab-
{r gupremacy in the Black Sea area,
ir “pawer,:this . war has taught us
jential complément of ‘sea power,
er, Hitler has clecled 16 make
big push on:the front that s
Murmansk and Archangel,
W0 fai-riorthern -ports
Pnd-Lease  war supplies
-mr the shorier  North

Atlantie crossing. In recent weeks U. 8,
tanks, planes and guns have been pour-
ing inte Northern Russia.

" By starting his offenslve some 3,000
miles from Murmansk, Hitler shows a
healthy respect for the quality and quan-
tity of munlitions that are belng dellvered
in the North.

As the battle thunders in the Crimea
today, Hitler claims a break-through.
There is no Sovlet confirmation. The
Russlans claim they are destroying Nazi
planes by the score. The outcome of the
strupgle is tn doubt, but its mportance
cannot be overemphasized.

Make Gr Break
For North Carolina, War
Offers Only the Latter

Governor Broughton's warning Mon-
day that the steady migration of skilled
workers out of North Carolina may
have a “grave and permanent” effect
on_ the Industrial the

of which you are’

You will go just aa far in
perml'.tlng optn discusslon as you
want to show that the pr\nulplex
of democracy--for which we ars
fighting this war—are”going to be
sincerely maintained.

GOVERNMENT MUST
DECIDE HOW FAR
I agree with _you the question-
In noL up to the columnists or
the radlo commentatrs. It Is up
to lhe Government.
Government must declde
B S S
stand_critielsm. or whether b still
as the confidence In the righte-
ousness of its pollcles to plant its
feet firmly in the ground of rex-
. sanable Justice, where it has al-
ways stood and et what erlticlsm
fly that may. That s the only
polnt to be declded.

T Hiller's Government was nof
atrong enough to do that. Il
could not answer criticism with
the devastating force of rea-
soning and explanation. It had

s criticlam  ar-

It could stand as & Government
In no other way. Its actlon was
of weakness, both as

State  was something of an understate-
ment. Grave consequences:are:‘already
to be observed, as reflected by the latest
figures from the U. S. Bureau of -Labor
Statistics.

During March, industrlal employment
In the State Increased 1.2 per cent over
March, 1941,

‘With the exception of Michigan, where
Detroit’s auto-conversion put men out
of work temporarily, every other state
in the unlon showed an employment
gain of at least 50 per cent more than
North Carolina.

Employment In Virglnla was up al-
most 13 per cent; in Alabama, 23 per
cent: In Tennessee, elght per cent; even
in South Carolina (companion in exlle
from war industrics), six per cent. Right
at the foot of the Hst was North Caro-
Mna, barely In the plus column,

Governor Broughton knows only oo
well why the State s taking such a
Jicking. He knows that North Carolina
has got practically no big war Indus-
tries, that In most instances when man-
ufacturers have attempted to form pools
or to convert, no war contracts have
been available. N

And there seems to be little that the
Governor can do about it. With barely
A jlgger of war industries and retatively
few hard-won war contracts, North Car-
olina_simply cannot keep up wlth the
rest of the nation. Indeed, unless some-
thing happens quick, this State seems
Jdestined 1o acquire only the hardships
‘ot war, and io come out of it hope-
lessly in the competitive rear.

As more and more skilled laborers and
irained executives move away with thelr
families, as the draft cuts the eivilian
population to its minimum, this eco-
nomlc distress Is going to become stead-
fly worse. To Imagine that our lost
population lost skiils, lost industrial
resources will automatieally return after
the war is more than wishful thinking.
It is plain foolishness.

The war is making some states, break-
N others. Al present it is breaking
North Carolina.

l ‘old PPock

Bt Wo're Wise to the Jap
Game From Here On In

A day or so alter the fall of Corregi~
dor. a tired and coughliig volce was
heard over the Jap controlled Maniia
radio. This voice, introduced as that of
General Jonathan  Wainwright, called
on - American and  Filiplno forces still
balding aut in varlous isolated scctors
of the . Philippines to lay down their
arms and surrender.

From the beginning Armny spokesmen
were suspicious of the authenticity of
this broadeast, Now, apparently, they
are convineed that the whole thing was
@ fake. They do not believe that the
volee was Walnwricht's or that of any
other American ofticer. They are con-
vinced that the Japs used some anony-
mous traltor to mouth the surrender re-
quest.

I the Army experts are right, and
there is every reason to believe that they
are, there Is a lesson in this ruse. It
means that the Japs are following
through with a campalgn of treachery
that even Pearl Harbor did not n\lSrPD-
resent,

For at’least Pearl Harbor lrt America
know in one large, painful dose what
we might expect from  our eriemies.
The Japs made deadly use of their black-
ruard tacties on that.day, but they also
made us skeptical from then on.

Bo let 'em try their sleazy tricks, We
know the game fs crooked now and
we're watching every deal,

o “the Justice of its cause and
the support among ita people for
that cause, By this actlon, it con-
ceded i was & minority move-
ment, )

FAITH THAT THE RIGHT
WILL EVENTUALLY PREVAIL
But in our democracy we have
been proud to do things different-
iy, OQur Government. every time
1t acts, says in effect fo its critics:
“Do 3

your damnedest. We defy
You Dbecause we we  are
tlght. We have confidence n the
sound judgment of the people as
a whole, for that s the basis upon
which democracy works.”

You will remember that
many actions were taken dur-
ing the last World War, In the
suppresston of  criticlsm, of
which we were not proud when
the war was aver and acalmer
Judgment prevalled, We lnughed
at some af Lhe viclous and
hitter (hings we did against
people who did nat agree with
us.  There has been less of
ihat In this war.

Attorney Generat Blddle
embarked only recently upon
policy af punishing In the courts
the most. sensationdl critles of war
policy. He hesitated n long time
hefore acting, no doubt because he
belleves 50 strongly In civil Hber-
tien. He must have known he
was laklng a dangerous step, be-
cause he 3o long reslsted the ex-
tremists on that side, who were
chaniing st him dalty for arbi-
trary  suppresston and for the
sealps of ail non-conformists.

UNJUST CRITICISM DOESN'T
NEED AN ANSWER

Criticlsm will stand or fall
Its awn power which lies In truth,
eccuracy, falrness and justice. Un- .
Just criticlsm never necds an ane
Rwer. Crlticism which lles in_turth
cannot be answered.

Yoir can Keep It out of the news-
papers and off the radio—any kind
of criticism, good, bad or indiffer-
ent—bul 1 wonder if you can slop
peaple from thinking.

Wil there mot always be eritic-
lsm?  WIll you mot just chase it
nnderground” and thereby make it
more_dangerous 1f you bar # irom
1ts normal channels of expression?

To make the course you Rdva-
cate elfective, will yon not have
1o sland with & bayonet over each
cnitic and ray:

las
a

“You think my wayv, ar else*
But, all right, you are right,
Letthe Government declde.  As

R matter of fact,
enment. nlx'fsdy
point you raise.

1 think the Gav-
hns decided the

T have been writhng my col-
umn since Dec. T just aboul
the same an hefore, sometimen
eritical,  aomellmes  approving,
perhaps  more  critleal  than
approving, and no one has
come around to tell me critio-
Iim has been barred, or la
Hkely to be barred, .

1 don't (hink Congress will act
an vour suggestion. Lf it does, and
eritielsm is barred, you can have

3 write  platltudes,
pacans and pussilianomy,

you think the public
ought to hear, but I warn you
belorehand, nobody will  believe
¥ou {f you work on that basls, and
nobody should.

. The people of thla couniry
do mol have to be fed that
Kind of sluff to fight a war.
And it they ever gel the Ides
that your wishes are prevall-
ing in news  reports,
and that they are not belng
told other sldes of the story,
thelr imaginations and  sus-
plelons will be aroused, and
Wil be fed by unfounded rum-
oth which will defeat your
purpase and (heirs in thin war.

You can suppress eritlelsm, but
sou_cannot do it lhr
confidence  of the
can crush opposition by force nl_
e courts or by spreading fear,
but you cannot do W and maln-
taln the principles of democracy.
The chiolce 18 yours and that of
the Government of which you are

or

what

Yours aineerely,
PAUL MALLON,

allow newspapcr

OF Man

CAIRO, ILL,
ITH the Nazl U-boats exacting
a castly toll In tankers and
steamers along the Eastern Coast,
watermen have turned their atten-
tions to the Intracoastal Waterway
along the Emstern seaboard. But
for some reason, the Misslsslppt
watcrshed scems to  have  heen
overlooked. In spite of the fact
that 1t, like' the Intracoastal Wa-
terway, offers another means aof
safe water transportation for our
needed goods.

Rivermen out -here--have lately
been studylng the possibilltles of
ulllizlng the waters of the Missis-
sippi watershed to carry raw ma-
terlals and finlshed goods to the
factories of the Middle West, and
the states borderlng on that aren—
while at the same tlme avolding
the dangers of a German torpedo.

THIRTY-FIGHT RIVERS
WITH 8,000 NAVIGABLE MILES
fost Easterners think of the
Mlssisslppl as n single river run-
ning from somewhers up around
Wisconsin_down inlo the Gull of
Mexico, But the Misslssippl and
Hs related tributaries comprise
ahaut 38 rivers In all-and offer
around 8,000 miles of navigable
waters, of which about half have
&t least a nine-foot draft,

In all, the Mississippi and M
tributarics  teach  into  sixteen
states—Pennsylvania,  West  Vir-
ginin, Ohlo, Indiana, Kentucky,
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Misaissippi,
Louislana, Arknnsas, Missourd, lowa,
Nebraska, Minnesota,  Wlisconsky
aud Ilinols—and by “reach” here
is mennt reach via navigable wat-
ers. waters which today float
barges and tow-boats, and which
are capable of carrylng many more.
A glance at the map will show the
Misslssipp! walershed with its prin-
cipnl commerce-cartylng rivers,

MOST BOATS AND BARGES
DRAW AROUND FOUR FEEF

The hoats of the Mississippl wa-
ter system are buflt to sail these
waters, and no others, The num-
ber of barges nnd towboats on the
Mississippt Tuns Into soveral thou
sand, but the few (hat have &
loaded drafc of more than nine
teet could nlmost be counted on
the fingers of two hands.

Outside of twn steel barges nf
the Davn Contracting Company,
of Pittsburgh, which have loaded
drafts of eleven frci: the steam
towbont. Boswell of (he Federal
Rarge Lincd which has a loaded
dinft of fitleen feol; one steel ma-
tor towbon!. of the Leatham Sindthe
Putaam Navigatlon Company,
which has & londed draft of 135
fret: seven steam tawboats belong=
ing to the New Orleans Conl Comi-
pany, with loaded drafls of flfteen
feet} one steel barge, of the Ray-
mond Clty Caal Corporation, with
& loaded draft of cleven feet: the
steel towboat Sprague and  one
steel barge belonging to Slandard
Ol of Lousslana, with londed drafta
of 108 and 135 feet. respectivelys
and 1o steel barges of the Wi
wego Petrolrum Barge Line of New
Orleans, with loaded drafts ot
elghteen feet—making alxieen such
vessels in all—the other thousands
of bonts and barges which frequent
the Mississippt water system  are
under a nine-foot loaded  draft,
and the average draft runs avound
four &

ANYTHING AND EVE
IS8 THE CARGO
These vessels can carry nnything .
—and do, Today they carry fuel
oil by the miliions of gallons, ma-
chlaery, annd and  gravel, steel
products from Pennsylvania la the
Bouth, crude petroleum. sulphur,
sugnr, cotton, gasoline, scrap iron
going north.  They used to carry
autos from Michigan, 500 at one
trip. They float down the Misyls~
Flpp! loaded high with lumber and
graln.  Coal barges hitched to-
gether—encompassing  almost  an
Acre of expanse—are a  common
sight here, Catlle travel regularly
this way wp o the stockyards in
Chlcago. Coke and steel and slag
and molda are shipped reguinrly
along the Ohlo and Monongnhels
Rivers; so is sulphuric acid, build-
Ing supplies. molasses and mliscel-
lancous freight of every variety.
There $& no type of treight which
these barges and towboals don't
carry or couldn't crery safely. And
‘when !t comes to quantlty, one
modern aleel barge can earry 3d
tons of frelght. A tow of such

VTHING

River Enlists

-From Beltimore Evening Sun.

barges, pushed by a single tow-
boat, will transport s much cargo
&3 450 freight cars!

108 MILES A DAY UP%TRFAM
TWICE AS FAST DOW

Of course, speed Is not a char-
acterlstic of these vessels, Galng
upstream, a towboat and a normal
“tow" wlll travel at the rate of
About 100 miles a day; golng down-
stream about twice as fast, Which
means that from New Orleans to

would take mbout fifteen days, to

Knoxville about seventeen days, to

.Burlington, Iowa (the great shell.

loading plant), apout fourteen days,
and so

on.

Since the Mississippl and its trib-
utarles connueet with aimost every
Important raflroad in the country,
there i3 no difficulty in getung the
cargoes delivered to the Inland
polnis where the goods are needed.
Together with  the Intracoastal
Waterway along the Eastern sea-

Plttsburgh, which {5 a distance of  board, the Mississippl  waterway
about 1900 miles, 1t would take seems to offer an answer to the
around nineteen days. From New Nazl U-boat campalign, This poa-~

Orleans to Lake Michigan, A mat-
ter of about 1,700 miles, would take
about fifteen dnys upctream. and
about seven and one-half down.
From New Orlens to Cincinnatl

sibflity has every riverman stirred
up, and there seems ta be much
talk i these parts about asking
Washlngton te consider the mat-
ter.

Letters to the Editors:

Why Papa Birds Warble

Edltors, Tur. News: Monror, N, G. is certainly ripe
for one.

A sparrow, a black bird and & -

red bird all have nests i my M Leander i T A

Dohy vard. 1 wateh the mamma o Gt i e e one state ot

birds make tip atter trip during 4t Yt e e

the ay with worms, bugs and o e Brousht © anent

crumbs, meanwhile the gentlemen

b‘m‘ are singlng up-n storm, Fpr. - 0¥ Crooked politicians paylng thou-

sands af Negroes* taxes for them

ng I wondered haw thry got " . »
k. way o et cro fpe lhal, ey can sote and vole
D ohar they don'l have i adly kive mv 8940 thar
vltng prices. food shoringes and Army pavk me thix month to
neither do they have ta sit lined RF ATIY PASS me this monin to
up on a limb three hours waiting (o8, POY RIS WA "
for thelr school teachers to give

—CORPORAL W. A ICE,

them ratloning cards and furliier- Kiitars Boniee o

more they are not shortchanged
by taxntion. St furthermore (hey
have wings with which to fly
and they nren't confronted wlith

Cnmp "nuon.
Mon

the gas” shortage problem. They  JFpff, There Ias To

are not  hearibroken over  the . A

thoughts of having to stay Be a'First Time .

home. Thelr tragsportation prob- .
lem s really and Ideally solved. from “Encyclopaedia Fritannica”
Viewlng such a pieture from tne  Fleventh Editlon

human side. methinks that if the The most prominent trait of
old hens would fced the bables Japanese disposition s galety of

and nature would glve us men
wings we could peal forth R few
melodies ourselves.

Neatt, Emphaticaliy of n laughiter-
loving matiire, the Japanese passes
through the world with a smite
an bis lips. The petty fils of life dn
nat disturb hls rquanimlty. He
takes them ns part of the day’s

P. R. McCAIN.
Charlotte,

work and  though  he sometimes
Says Monroe Ia Rruimbles, varely, If ever, does he
repine,

Ripe for Race Feud

Editors. Tur Nrws:

As ta the article you published
on the 11th, by Leander Derr.
havent much use for paper
that would publish anything that
might cause 1he loss of human
ltves In a feud beiween races and

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

This is your main task In life:
Being made free from sin, ye
become servants of righteous-
ness.—Romans 6.18.

Side Glamees

"
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“I'm taking Muriel lo the'
not such'a hot dancer, hut
lunchea that

priom=—nhe’s kinda plump and
you ought to see the midnight
girl sets out!”

. may bo heard s tme goes on.

¢ Free" World “Asiocia=

tion  bécomes  mofs

than’: just - another

speech” by " & Vica-

|~ Presfdent.i - il

Mr, Wllllce does' not regard this as
merely another imperialistic war. - He

smash aggressors, aithough that la e
first necessity,

This war,.as Mr. Wallace sees it, 1n
an interruption in % long . march of

to the continuation of that march, and
for that resson a people’s war that
must be won 5o that what he calls the
people’s revolution may continue,
COMPLETE VICTORY
IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY

Mr. Wallace thérefore considers &
complete victory as only & necessary
prelude to’a resumption of -a longe
drawn out people’s revolution which he
considers as having been in progress tor '

150 years, ' dating roughly lm!m the
American Revolution,
He regards this revolutionary

movement as world-wide, and as

part of It he lists the French Revo

lution, the Latin-American Revolu-
tlons of the Bolivarian ers, the

German Revolution of 1848 snd-the

Russlan Revalullon of 1918,

Each of these, Mr. Wallace says, spake
for the common man in terms of blood
on the battlefield. Some went to ex~
cess. But the people were groplng thetr
way and more and more of them learned
to think and act together,

NAZIS ATTEMPTED
INTERFERENCE WITH FREEDOM

The Nazl Regime has nttempted to
interfere with that advance of human
freedom. and it must be defeated along
with its allies. But Mr. Wallace rays
the people’s revolution aims st peace
and not at violence, He considers that <
the four freedoms enunclated by Presi-
dent Roosevell “are the very core of the
revolution for which the United Nations
have taken thelr stand.”

Ta realize these freedoms. Mr. Wallaco
believes we have a duty to produce to
fhe llmit. to transport as rapldly an
passible ta the battlefield, to fight with’
all that 15 In us, and to bulld & Justy
charitable and enduring peace.

Putting It halt In fun and half
serlausly. Mr. Wallace' says the ab-
Ject of this war Is ta make sure that
everybody In the world hav  (he
priviege of drinklng a quarl of
mifk a day.

"This must be, he says. the Century ot
the Common Man. Methods of the 19th
Century, with economle and military
Imperiallsm, Wil not work in this cene
tury, Mr. Wallace says. Therefore hs
«ays Indla, China and Latin-Americn,
for instance, have a tremendous stake n
this people's century,

TMPERIALISM MUST
BE ABANDONED

Az yet Mr. Wallace has not spelied 1
out, but the implications are clear, After ,
. this war imperiallsm as §t hes been

practiced by weatern nations must go,

Industrinlization must epread, Colonial

ATFAY mMust 1ot be milked without re.

gard to thelr own development,

&

What we have seen tn Russia In
one generation, the industriallzatlon
of a peasant counlry, must- be re.
peated in ather places. Out of It
must come freer exchange of goods
and tools, for & common and Forid-
wide Increase of production that will
bring atout a higher standard of
living everywhere,

Mr. Wallace phrases Jiis ldeas in gen. -
- rral language. But Inside the generali-

ties ate wrapped up many concrete ideas
which are destined, If they come inta
effect, to work deep changes in many
parts of the world.

When he says no natlon will have the
God-given right to exploit other nations,
when he says that cartels must ba sube
Jected to common tnternntional control,
he is locking siralght at ‘the God of
Things a3 They were and s laying down
A challenge of which & great deal mnrl

Visitin’ Around

Funeral Arrangemenin
Hnd Not Been Completed
An We Went To Press
iCenter* View ftem,
Manros Journpl)* )
Mr. Barter Nash Iad the misfortune
ot loning & good mule Iast Wedneaday
marning. 8oon after he aarted plow.
Ing the. mule dropped dead. . A nume
ber of his frisnds showed the relgh- o
borly apirit by - contributlon- to lle]p
him in the purchiase -of - Anothier™ one.;
Mr. and Mra. Nash .are: very  gratetul
for uu. exnuulan of lympllhl.




