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- So Sorry..
The Jap Finds Ceylan
Singularly Inhospitable

Altogether, the "Axis had & bad day
in the ir yesterday. The amazing Rus-
sians say they got more than a hundred
German planes in the air and on the
ground. On the Australian front. where

“i.there were several ralds and counter-
ratds, our side knocked down at Jeast

18 Jap fighters and bombers and dam-

aged 20 more. But by f{ar the most en-

couraging score was run up whea the

Japs made an aerlal stab at Ceylon.

The attackers were out to pull an-
other Pearl Harbor on the Ceylonese
capital of Colombo. Perhaps they in-

‘tended to soften the big island for in-
vasion. Holding Ceylon, the Japs would
" 'be masters of the whole Bay of Bengal
‘and would dominate the East Coast of
Indla.

% Whatever the Japs had In mind, 1t was
deemed important enough to risk two
‘or waore of the largest Nipponese alr-
craft carrlers in the venture. At least
75 planes (some reports say a hundred!
“took part In the attack. The biggest Jap
carrlers can launch only sbout 40
planes, It Is sefe to assume that the dive
‘bombers and flghters were ship-based
craft. Ceylon is more than 2 thousand
‘miles from the nearest Jap land base
“and the types of ships used could not
have flown that far.
%" At any rate, the Japs no doubt pur-
. posed to calch the British nappfg at
:Colombo. Perhaps they thought to find
the defenders short on anti-alrcraft
guns and planes. That might explain
thelr somewhat careless method of at-
tack, The Japs came in low, flying in
close formatlon. It was & bad tactic.

Anti-afreraft gunners and the RAF
“had a fleld day. For perhaps the first
time since Japan entered the war, o
00-per-cent British air force was meet-~
ing a Jap attack with something ap-
proaching equality. The results speak
for themselves: 27 Jap planes destroyed,
25 badly hit and probably unable to get
‘back to thelr carriers. British losses, al-
though not specificd, were described as
“light.”

And what, of the Jap carrlers them-
‘stlves, and their warshlp escorts? They
are peculiarly vulnerable now to Allied
bombers and submarines,

" 'The Jap has madg hix bld for India,
- but he has lost the first trick.

Culticadion

Without It, Political
Gardens Grow a Weedy Crop

Bpring brings not only daffodils: it
brings elections. And just as the daffo-
dil bloom attests fo the cultivation (or
Tack of cultivation) which the plant has
recelved aforetime, so the quallty of men
elected o office testifies somewhat to
the interest and concern which the pub-
lic has taken in them well in advance
of the polling day.

Strictly speaking, the election praper
won't be held until Fall. But to sll
practical purposes in thls community,
the Democratic primary is the election.
“The primary takes place on May 30,
which 15 (0 say in less than two months®
Among offices to be filled, over which
the community has exclusive rcontrol,
are those of County Chairman, County
Commissioners, Bheriff, Judge of Coun-
1y Recorder's Court and, with Gaston
“County, the Solicitor of the fourtcenth
district, a State'nffice.

Bpring a year ago, whep the Citizens
Group had its way with the Cily elec-
tion, a good deal was said about the
greater and continulng service this im-
promptu organization could render by
taking part in all local elections. Wheth-
- er_tts supporters still entertain the no-
tlon we don't know., But we do know
ihat there 1s always room in any po-
litlesl campalgn for the wldest possible
participation of the people generally as
posed to political factions, and while
TRE Nzws by no means endorses all the
actions and inactions of the Cittzens
\Gtoup's . representatives on  the City
‘Coiticll, 1t feels that the interest of the
tizens ‘Group in any election, particu-
rly ‘on’the point of offering candidates
key offices, could be of great benefit
This suggestion .is not to be taken, if
pisase’ all concerned, as being In
dérogation of either the men
How Ml the important places llsted
r the candidates who would offer
Bome of ‘them are as good
be. desired. "Others, alas (and
of THE Nxws will eastly
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fdentify one or two of them), jack a
great deal of belng acceptable,

In any case, an clection such as that
which comes up on May 30 should not
g0 by default of general public interest
to the most aggressive and tightly-knit
political cliques. There is too much of
public conscquence involved.

Lessomn Fe Ships

Again We Must Build Them
While the Fight Is On

To understand the tremendous odds
against us,-as the nation struggles to
build enough ships for the fighting of a
global war, it is helpful to compare the
condition of our merchant marine on
December 7 last with that of our allles
and our enemles. And to reflect upon
the facts is to reach the inevitable con-"
clusion that this natlon ignored the les-
son In shipbuilding taught us the hard
way in 1917-1918, just as we unwittingly
disregarded most of the other bltter
lessons of World War I, Wéiwent.to
war last December, just as in 1817, with
a pitifully inadequate merchant ma-
rine. Once agaln we are forced to buitd
the bulk of the ships we need—and our
need 1s much more desperate thls time
—while the fight Is on, =

Unfortunately, our cnemles profited
from our feily. Beginning in 1933, when
& puny 10771 total tons of American
shipping was launched, Japan has been
outbullding us by a margin of more than
two-to-one, In that year Japan bullt
seven times as much shipping as ihe
United States: in 1034, slx times &s
much: in 1935, four and a half times
as much; in 1936, three times as much;
in 1937, twlee as much.

The coming of war found the United
Btates competing with Iialy for fourth
place In total tonnage among the mer-
chant marines of the world. In slze, our
fleel was exceeded by the merchant ma-
rines of both Japan and Germany. In
speed we ranked slxth—inferior even to
the former French merchant fleet. In
modernlzation, our merchantmen rated
& poor seventh--Inferior not only to the
natlons already named, but Norway and
the Netherlands as well. Such was the
status of the proud nation that had not
anly broken all records for turning out
ships during the first World War, but
had in 1919 actually launched half of
al} the merchant ships bullt in the whole
world.

World War I proved America’s capa-
city to bulld ships. Why, from the be-
ginnlng of 1017 until the end of 1820,
we bulit more than 10,000,000 tons of
shipping—almost & million tons more
than all the beillgerents and all of the
neutral nations combined have lost since
the present war began. We could have
bullt up for this war, but we dldn't. Now
we have to make up for the precious
hours Jost. And we ran do that too,
in splte of the painful pounding we
are taking off the Eastern seaboard.
But 1t will take just about all the time
there s left. It will also takc more

-meney than any of us ¢an evaluate, but

that js almost beside the point.

Nor is it our purpose to conclude with
banal plea for patience. This war hag
not dealt kindly with those nations
that, feeling secure in their potentiali-
tics, setticd hack comfortably to let their
superfor resources fight their battles.

This Is a time for high-minded and

patriotic impatlence. It is golng to take
A fot of the right kind of dissatisfaction
to uct the ships bullt,

It Is also a time to remember. There
must never come another time, as In
1940, when 70 per cent of our forelgn
trade 1s dependent on the merchant
marines of olher nations. Whether our

merchant marine flies in the sky or
rails on the seas, IL must be kept ready
fn peace to serve us In war. This time

we must not forget the legson.

Of course there is this about burles-
que, on which La Guardia has agaln put
the ban in Manhaltan: 1t can't oper-
ate under cover, !

Any tncurston of Japs In India would
merely complicate the caste system, as

a placé would have tn he found below
the untouchables for the unspenkables.

; -
invention, was ali
Al

The plane, as an
right; 1t's the people who use It
God's chillun- got wings;
the athers, i

[

/

H(Lspltn] operations aru now taken in
technleolor, and if the muem. mends in
Uime he can sttepd his own opening

but so have |

The Forts

That Stalul.

By Paul Mallon

WABHINGTON

EY sald when France fell,
the day of the fortress was
dead, but Corregidor and Malta
are st standing

mechanical mind
of man has been
able to devise.
e Iatest Jop-
nese  candidate
Tor - HariHari n
t he FEhilippines,
General Yamaah-
stormed Gar-
regldor for days
with everything he had in the alr
shortly alter took command.
Tecentter me. sent over oty mo
or three bombers o day, indleat-
ing he had T ¢ con-
clysion ss I sulciiing predecesor.
British dot of Malta, south
of Stclly, has been subjected to
the unbelievable total of more than
1,600 air attacks sin
Ran. without apprecinble
(which may explain why the Nazis
have not fooled with Glbraliar)

A SMALL RQCKY FORT
CAN BE IMPREGNABLE

The explanation is clear. Antl-
alreraft fire from a small prepared
rocky fort nppnrently can make
it tmpregnable. ocky forma-
tlans permit hulldlnx nf safe bomb
shelters, beyond reach of the thou-
sand-pounders.

Large three inech antl-alrcraft
guns can ercct impenetrgble walls
of fire in a defensive circle above
the fort. e mbers are thus
forced so high, thelr chance of hit-
ting their target s virtually nil,
and most of their bombs
whasted.

Infortunalely ships st
and cities cannot maintain such
defenses. Only the larger ships
can carry 3 in. A-A’s and their
alm is hindered by the motion
of the vessels. Cities have their
valusblea above ground and are
generally built on earth where
homb shelters 60 feet deep
would be needed for such com-
plete protection.

Communiques have been npenk-

Ing tersely of  night assaults by

the Japs ngainit Walnwright's line

in Bataan, hintng at A new wrin-
in warfare, stolen from the

Russian book.

There nre new wnnklu but not

the

very well pressed Jnps
nse them. {hey are oot Horifiea
raids ngainst ofitposis, orrantzed
more extensively than usual, so

they ean emniov artillery and mﬂr-
tars in the dark,
AERYAT,
TO DIRECT NIGHT FIRE

In preparation for the night at-
tack, nerinl photographs are made
of certain American nosltlons. The
guns nre set and when darkness
falls, they blaze away at the fixed
invistble palnt

Generallv,  thix  night  artiliery
barrage prennres the way for in-
fantry assault. against machine gun
nests, the locations of which are
platted aut on paner in daylight,

Forlunatelv most 6f Bataan s »

jungle so deep and dark it ean
hardly be nenetrated in daylight.
The .Jans, therefore, have concen-

trated their night attacks general-
v an the Abucay plaln, an open
Jevel space near the east end of
Wainwright's line, where A stream
falls inte rlee paddies.
Walnwright does the same thing
tn the Japs, but onlv as far as his

dnytime vislon permits planning,
beeruse he has no aerlal recon-
nalssance.

Fighting generally s three-
fonrths confusion, but at night it i
nine-tenths melee,  Results to date
lestify to Its ineffectiveness so far,

Abanut (he onlv thing really
new that Yamashita has done
in the way of general strat-
gy ls to stop the sneak fank
Infiitratlon tactiem of Tomma.
‘The Japs won Malaya with
these primarlly and are trying
ihem now with greal succesx in

Burmz. - Homma trled them
anly once or twlce nnd they
Ied to Bla aulcide. Posaibly Ya-
mashila s putting (hrm off
until tast.

e way MpcArthur broke them
up was to aitack, not the infll-
traters but the lln(-( in his front,

omething the Briflsh nnd Chinese
have not trled in Malaye or Bur-
ma, Now, however, Watnwright (s
belter defended agatnat infiitration.
Every crevice and bench along his
Butann shores has heen prepare
Against flank sneaks to-the fullest
of our abilicy.

PIIOTOGRAPHY nsrn .

. zafety,

The Price Of Understanding

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N. J.
INCE this is 2 Navy family,
and the Navy side of it has a
real Job—n job that has to do with
what happens off thls Eastern sea~
board, 1 get all my officlal infor~
mation BS to what goes on {n this
war right out af the newspapers
like everyone else ln the country.
Sometimes it feels as though 1 got
less. Also, mince to talk “shop” is
the only interesting form of con-
versation I recognlze these days, I
sometimes find mysell carrying on
a dinner-table monologue which oc-
caslonally gets away fram me And
falls Into the questlon minus-an-
swer formuln—the question belng
mine and the no-answer his,

THE,_NAVY ANSV
A TROMISING QUESTION

Last night, for instance, I sud-
denly found myself going atrong
and seying: “Well, anyway, 1 read
the other day thet a captsln of
ane of your tankers, when he was
rescued off the New Jersey coast,
sald that he couldn't help himself—
that all the lighta were lit up on
the beach like a carnlval, and the
ahlp stood ont in silhouetts so that
the submarine had o perfect tar-
get. Why can't you make thoso
towns along_the coast put out thelr
lights like En;:mnd does?”

For once, the Navy answered.
As a frog jumps at & plece of red
flaanel held under his nose, he
“blt," and the words were cold,
clear, and properly devastating:

“Don't you know yet, Sweebs
heart,” he sald, “that America
does not, realize there I3 a war on?"
1 may add that I am only called
“sweetheart” when my Intelligence
rating is considered exceptionally
below par. .

And that wna that, and that 1S
that, because when I began 1o
think fastend of talk, I was en-
tirely aware that the country has
no {dea, nmong the great mass of
us, of what the war means to our
dally life, comfort, health and
It sull goes on, lights

Side Glamees

Somm_ise1 wy e sowe,

“The movie at the nelghborhood theater isn't very xood
so we thought it would be nice to drop in for an evening
with friends for a change.”

: By Amy G. Bassett
{Our Yankee Correspondent)

blazing, cars rolNng, food cooking.

and people followlng along thelr
ordinery routine of work and play.,

TO MARKET, TO MARKET
FOR PLENTY OF EVERYTHING

Today, T went to market, & mar-
ket full to the top-most shelves
with all the everyday things =
household needs, It s called the
“Super-somethiag" market,  and
the children love Ib because they
can push the wire baskets around
while one plcks what onc wants
from the counters and shelves, The
only thing so far restricted 15 sug-
ar and even that Is given out with-
out much question. If ope cannot
get 1t in one store there are al-
ways other slores lo shop in, There
wns a huge pile of bananas In one
corner, and as I looked at them, 1
suddenly remembrred that there
are no bananas in the whole of
Englund—nelther for cmldmn nor
grown-ups, and 1o . matter how
aeh o ohild. might facd that dle
one could not buy & banana. I
saw tubs of bulter, Folls of butter,
and I remembered: ihen that &
very dear old-friend of mine—
Justice of Briain's:Royal Courts,
ix aliowed only four:small pats of
butter A week, about ms much aa
any hotel in. New:York places on
your butter plate:during any mesl
it one in & bulter eater,

MEAT TO FEED
AND FOR:FEASTING

On the migabiHide of that samo
market was . the whiole ontiny we
always expect 16 60e In ny mar-
ket here in America—all the usual
animals and the varlous parts af
them. plus the chickens, and the
turkeys and the Gucks—enough to
keep n town fed and feasting. That
same friend, T hear, I allowed but

It dees not take much mar-
ketlng sense to know that that
amount of meat for cven one dny
is not an overdose of meat, There
are no oranges for grown-ups, only
chlldren, and if one deinks a pint
milk that s all there will bo
for three days, but why go on?
hese are some of the conditloms
that England has been living un-
der for months and monthn of 1l
lent mnd Gtoleal accepta
know 'something of what hungor
can be under war condilons for I
whs in England durlng the last
war, and things then, while noth-

_still spotty an o food from the
point of view of an Amerienn
stomach. One had to have ment

tickets und for the firat week [
was there, things were too hectic
in the camp al Southampton, with
hundreds of men sick with the
“fin,” to bother #bout ghlting one-
self the ratlon tards. I remem-
ber well one special night, when
tred from nteady nursing, 1 went
back {0 the hotel for the first real
meal in many days and remlized I
had no card, The waltresa, with-
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out » word brought me & huge

take it away, quickly, be-
Iorc 1 dive In."

“No, she sald qulctly, “go on
and eat {t. You looked so tired
when you sat down, I used me own
ration card.” That was the Eng-
land I knew in 1818, When people
say to me today that the British
are this and that—cold or arrogant,
or hard 10 understand I somehow
remember that little Southampton
waltresa.

IN CONVOYS, THERE
18 JUST 80 MUCH ROOM

This Is the British food situation
—not France, nor Belglum nor
Denmark—none of those other con-
quered countries out of which we
get no news at all.” We are send-
ing food across to Ireland snd to
England, but we have also to send
those other vital things—the guns
and planes without which there
would be no gland, If Engitsh
belts have tightened silently 1t 48
becatse hunger and deprivation
mean less than the winning of thix
war, and they know, as we do not,
that convoys can carry only Just
5o much of these life-preserving
things.

Do we, here, rer the war from
this angle todey, or 1s it sthl what
it looks llke, a war that Is belng
fought thousands of miles away
from us, & war that only means A
Httle less sugar, a little less tea, A
little curtailing of our American
habit of golng places quickly. If
to win and finlsh ali the horror,
mennt all our suger, sli our tea,
and all our tires. or a thousand
other things besldes, what would
1t matter agalnst the fact of belng
allowed to live as we have planned
ta live, in freedom and securlty, to
aleep without bombs falling on the
roof, the killing of ane’s children
or having to stand and watch the
Japanese and Nazla march hand in
hand down our atrects just because
we believed it could not happen
here.

MUST WE LOSE 60.000
TO UNDERSTAND WAR?
Slxty thousand men, women and
children have dled the Hitler way
n England, siace that way of war
l)exun That Ia how England knows
Must we lose sixty thou-

begin to work,
1o stop lving our tight little com-
fortable lives with cur coast tewns
1t up for the benefit of German
subx, and the squabbles aver Civil-
inn  Defense holding back Lhosa
nrecnuunm which England could
teach

I am thnklm" that, after nll, it
might be an easler 4 g0
huagry, sa In Britain, whvru you
would know that everyone was
working and praying and atanding
guard beside you—all of you in the
same boat, win or die, than to ait
as we do new, in a well-heated,
full-lighted, full-fed as

et unaware of the personal and
collective tragedy that lies such
little way ahesd unle.xa we do grasp
the menace thai is nlremy on thu
doorstep. Yos, even to
plncc ke war-torn Enxl-nd tht

met the test of battls, murder,

lnﬂ uuddcn death, might be a far
mare peaceful experionce than Mfs
in America loday—all thinga con-
sidered.

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

We ‘are known by little man-
nerisma, small virtuea and faulta
as well a3 by great deeds: And
they .rehearsed the things Uml
happened in the way, and

he was known of them in lh««

breaking of the bread.Luke
24:35. .

blg’ supply " bases - in
the future stages of
the war. Vast re-
sources-will be
needed.
Alse, India 1a
stralght in the path
of Japen, and if 'she were knocked -out
it would be s dlsaatrous blow. ~
‘We are in war all over the world, no
less here than In Northern Ireland.
This 1a no longer just a place in the
movies, where peopls wear - funny
clothes; it 15 where Amerlcans, from
many states, wiki be for the rest.of the
wer. It 15 no longer the romantic land
of Kipling, igers and elephants, but s
place whera three times the population
of Amerlea haz possibilittes of gigantle
war effort. Practically, howsver, it will
be ‘lucky U even moderate effort fa
achleved,

NATIVE INDUSTRIALISTS
ARE PROFIT-HUNTERS
The toughest cbstacle is the sttitude
of some natlve industriallata, A visitor
hears much complaint sbout the Brite
ish; but for hard-shelled, profit-hunt~
ing tndlviduallsts, regardless of general
the native
‘would be hard to beat. Exampla: Their
agitation agalnst a ‘“scorched earth”
policy, of which the Government pre~
sumably 1 thinking in event of Japa~
nese Invasion.

Gandht'a friend, the fndustrialist
Birla, 13 one of the leading oppo-
nents of the scorched carth polley.
Beveral Chambers of Commeres,
the Bemgal Ml Owners' Assocla-
tion, and other native Industrialists,
Jolned fn & pelltlon to the Govern-
ment oppostng 1t as Inadrisable
and unnecessary.

Contrast this attituds with thst of
Madame Chlang Kal-Shek, who said
on her recent Vit here: “We do not
leave them (the Invaders) a bowl of
e

APPEAL MADE AGAINST
SCORCHED EARTH POLICY

Al a recent meetlng of the Federas
tion of Indian Chambers of Commercs,
one leader appealed to the Government
net to destroy Industry bulit up by pri-
vale effort. He said it would not
only be a heavy blow ta owners, but
would discourage millionn of workera
by destruction of thelr means of live-
lhood.

“This concern for saving private prop-
erty, even at the risk of allowing the.
Japanese to capture 1t, well fllustrates
the mental attitude of many native in-
tereats here toward the war.

As the newspaper Calcutla States-
man sald editorlally: When you
find & man who Is agstnst the
dcorched earth policy,’or wants some
elty declared an open._town, you ses
s man without fight in him. Tt
called such speeches aa those clied
sbove shocking and shameful evi-
dences of defeatlat mentality. When
the enemy retreats, he desiroys
everything, 5o property would not be
saved fn the end anyway.

Although this ts the bald picture at
the moment, many quallfled persons tell
me that a Cripps scttlement would ve-
suit In fundamental change. I am
inclined to belleve they are right. Nehru
probably would be a different manoncs
he rctually had power to lead India.

FIFTH COLUMN
HAS FERTILE FIELD

If there were no change In menial
attitude generaily, then a settlement
would merely throw Indla to the Japa- *
nese, because the current apathy would
be a perfect field for fifth column work,

But, once the shackles are off and
the issue of independence is soived, it
must be that the people of Indla will
respond proudly and patriotically to
fight for thelr own country. It is hardly
possible that human nature fa so dif
ferent here from that of every other
country, regardless of race. .

The Chincse have the same long his-
tory of pacitism, but they certainly are
fIghting for their own country now.

Visitin® Aronnd

Hog ve. While Mule -

(20 Years Ago,
Chester Reporter)

©Out in parta of the Baton Rouge
country they say some of the moon-
shiners have grown so bold that they
are actting thelr barrels about in the
woords no carelesaly that folke’ hogs are
tumbling in and getting drowned.

One Way To Gel Out

Of Gardenin' Duly
(Hiltalde item(

Winnsboro Newn & Hernld)

Bovoral gentlemen have hind gardens
cieaned of all dead weeds, One job waa
a0 thoroughly performed that it in-
cluded averything on a flower bed. Al
ways something for which to be thank-
ful--the flower seeds hadn't sproted
very well anyway.



