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Obrious Plot
Laval Asks French To Fight.
Britain, Nof America

One rather significant attitude was
‘siihouetted through Plerre Laval's speech
‘yesterday. While his words bristled with
hatred for Britain, he scarcely mentioned
the United States, He accused the Brl-
tishi of leading France into the war, then
abandoning her to the enemy, and fin-
ally killing her saflors and workers.
There was no bill of indictment against
America.

- Laval i3 ® scoundre], an unspeakable
{raitor, but he has a sort of natlve cun-
ning. He knows that {f France is to be
brought actively into the German camp,
‘1t must be done by degrees. It is enough
"of a shock to the French people that
they be told to fight against thelr former
comrades In arms. To be exhorted to
fight America, whose great power 15 bet-
ter understood perhaps by the rational
French than by any other European
‘pecple, would be too much. Too many
Frenchmen believe that America saved
‘France In 1917. The two countriez are
iraditional friends.

Bo Laval purposes, for the time belng
t least, to make war agalnst our allles
‘while following the polley of meutrality
Toward us. No doubt he wants us to con-
- tinue shipping food, oil, and other sup-
plies to North Africa. No doubt, also, he
-hopes to cause misunderstanding and
_embarrassment between this country
and Britain.

i His plot 1s so obvious and #0 mallgnant
that if thiz country, through a State
‘Department that still has a ot to learn,
Jets him get away with it, we shall
deserve the consequences.

Treason

Limited to Time of War, It
Merits War.-Time Punishment

It 15 » little known fact that treason
against the United State consists, ac-
cording to the Constitution, only of
‘levying war against them, or In ad-
hering to their enemles, glving them ald
and comfort” The clear Inference is -

be

rate, that ia the Interpretation under
which the country has operated these

Y years.
And & natlon which so restrains itself
in:peace time, suffering all manner of
attacks to be made upon it, fs all the
more justified in meting out extreme
punishment in war time to_traltors who
xlve ald and comfort to ‘lts enemies.
for such have
buun to appear.
There 1s, for one, the German-born
Max Stephan, proprietor of a Detroit
Testaurant and o haturalized American.
“For assisting In the flight of 8 German
THer escaped from = Canadlan camp,
_Blephan has been arrested by the FBI
‘and charged with concealing and har-
ring an alien. A better definitlon of
his crime would seem to be treason.
{A bevy of other candidates may have
been nominated—the evidence is obscure
as yel—from among both the manage-
ment and the workers of the Brewster
Corporation, which
‘Navy has taken over. Enemy allens are
‘said to have been dominant In the af-.
fairs of the company to such an extent
that 1ts production was only 40 per cent
of :capacity, And if deliberately slowing
lown the production of warpianes fsn't
treazon, pray tell us what is.

Choice

Willkie Offers GOP W hat
May Be Its Last Chance
In essence, Wendell Willkle's chalienge

fddle ground. The GOP may cleanse

vini Coolldge and normaley of the
arding . varlety,
Why bother abiout the fulure of the
lidan Party? That's a proper ques-
Andithere's 8" proper answer to it,
minority iparty, by virtue of its
‘Congress:alone, can elther con-
the war effort or impede that
rhbly. With' elections com-
,;uu GOP miust decide
fiifsrested tn winning
ing ‘thewar. It 15 a

d ng &0 end of tsolatioris -
four months of war)

and former GOP Chairman John Ham-
fiton urging Republicans to do more to
convince the public that they really
want our side to win the war.

Moreover, we should be reluctant to
see the Republican Party obliterated for
the simple resson that it would leave
the country, for 2 time at least, without
& two-party Government. Even in war
voters should have a cholce—though it be
a lop-sided one.

But_die the Republican Party will, if
1t refuses to keep abreast of the times.
After rilne years, you'd think that more
of the party bosses would have learned
which way they would have to travel
in order to return to power. Victory, rs
Wendell Willkle was quick to realize,
lay in accepting the time-tested reforms
of the New Deal—including its revolu-
tionary forelgn policy—and offering the
voters something more progressive than
a return to the past.

Yet there seems to be a die-hard fac-
tion in the party that is incapable:of
looking forward. It was' this group that
attempted to purge Wendell Wiltkie from
the party after the last Presidential
election because he had repudlated iso-
lationism.

.Apparently Willkie won the flrst
Tound of his victory last night by con-
verting the GOP Natlonal Committee
from to i
‘What remains to be done is conversion
of the party’s rank and file.

Homicide Cidgy
In Charlotte, Killing a
Negro Is No Major Crime

Last year, when the number of homl- .
cldes in Charlotte dropped from the
1940 high of 46 to a mere 25, the Police
Department did not refuse to take
eredit for the improvement. By the
same token, we suppose, Chief Joyner
and hls men can hardly escape some
part of the responsibility for the sudden
upsurge of kiltings thls year.

With 1942 not yet four months old,
eleven slayings have been charged
egainst Charlatte—four of them within
the lest fortnight. After having been
out-shot, out-cut, and out-bludgeoned
by Atlanta In the murder aweepstakes
Iast year (on the basls of killings per
1,000 Inhabltants), the Queen City seems
to be an the way to another champlon-
ahip. At the present rate she might
not equal her 1940 record, but she should
hlt around 35 or so.

It is a matter of fact that the Pollce
Department “solved” every one of iast
year's homlcldes and every one of the
eléven killings so far this year—that is
the police arrested the culprit. This
record cuts the ground out from under
any argument that potential killers do
not fear arrest, Apprehension scems al-
most certaln.

It is whal comes after arrest that
must fall to have any deterring effect
on potentlal murderers. The vast ma-
-Jority of them are Negroes, It i3 almost
axlomatlc in this city, as In many
other Southern citles, that as long as a
Negro ‘confines hils killings to members
of his own race, the court that trles him
need mot send him to the gos chamber
or even to prison for more than a few
months, It is not al all untommon
for Negroes convicted of Kllling other
Negroes to recelve a sentence of a year
or two in jail. (One of the Negroes who
got himsel! arrested not long ago dur-
Ing one of his “days off” from the
County Jail was serving a year for mur-
der))

And 1f courts and jurles are Ienfent in
thelr treatment of Negro klllers, the
obvlous truth is that, In the eyes of the
local pubilc, the kiillng of a Negro is a
crime net to be compared with the klll-
Ing of a white person. As long as this
condition obtalna, courts and juries may
be expected to contlnue their policy of
indifferente toward Negroes who kil
Negroes,

And as long as the latter crime ranks
as only slightly more serlous than a
minor offense, it should be plentiful.

A pollce characler in Virglnia is taken
for the slxtieth time to the same sta-
tlon. After asking for hia mafl, he was
assigned a cell,

1

“a few of the facts of lfe. Ij proposes
to “co-ordinate” wresilers 0 have
teamed in the same sketch for years,

Af earth tremor i Chile turned n
statue completely around in a public
equare, keeping the sun out ol the great
"MAN's eyes.

Plainly, the OCD must be let In on

Syrla Is
The Prize .

By Paul Mallon

WABHINGTON
Germans have opsned thefr
drive on the Near Esst in

Toe point In Lting their puppst
-into  the

Chine,
the Ja

Plainly he wanted Syria. where the
British are standing guard agalnst
‘Hitler hopes for conquezt of the
Near East ofl flelds. b

HITLER WANTS LAVAL
TO FIGHT FOR HIM

It Laval can get Syrla for Hltlel’. R
the Nazis will have wen
ger milltary objectle Lhnn any !
achleved on the battle front in
Russlu

a plot of typical Nazi de-

nign, involving treacherous use of
the French Fleet. Although the
honer of France been pledged
that those ships would not be
turned upon the British or upon
us, the honor-of France {a to
some extent in Nasl hands.

France no doubt has more

Laval can get Darlan (o oo
these neutralised dhips forth
to occupy Syrian ports, It Ia
doubtful thai the British will
be able o stop them. Such
s conquest has an cxceHent
chanoe of success.

And while it would be done in

Cyprus belore the first French war
vessel had ropped enchor in
Syrian ports,

{ Germany, blocked s0
far from reaching on by the Rus-

/-

- out Germany,

justments which make the lne more
tortuous even than before.

GERMANY FIRST,
THEN JAPAN

It is vital that this fine be held, But’
beyond that everyone is.looking to &
new western front and an attack on
Japan from the Paclfic aa the best hope
of victory. The prevalling view 15 that
Russia should be assisted in kmocking
after which all the
strength of the United Natlons could be
thrown sgalast Japan, which is now
50 far extended that she would crumble
under dircct blows as rapidly hs she
hes advanced during the last™ fow
months.

1 have been out to the end of the
line st Chungking and seen the difficul-
ties at first hand. When such questions
arise sa whether to take. s crate of

sfan  Army, and
vastness and anisbenl neutrality
of Turkey, has schemed a flank
attack through Vichy to reach tho
same objective.

DARLAN ALONE COULD
EMBARRASS THE BCHEME

Admiral Darlan, the new com-
mander-in-chief of land, sea and
alr forces, 15 the anly figure ap-
parent In Viehy who might nLand
against this Nazi chicanery. He is
extremely angry with the British,
but scems to like the United
States well enough. He has no
reason to be thankful to the Nazis
for shoving Laval In over lim,
And what he privately thinks of
Laval s “only cquale his
opinlon of the British,

Petain shares these views, bul
Fetaln i1 too old now to
stand up agalnat Laval.  He
practically bowed himself out
by accepting the new arrange-
men. has been subjected
te conslderable behind - the -
back knifing by the rest of

SOME gallantry In us ali shrinks
from hitting 8 man when he Is
down. Marshal Petaln, Hero of Ver-
dun, has profited from that gal-
lantry. Prlends of France—and who
is not a frlend of France—have
wanted. to believe the beat; intel-
ligence portrays for us clearly the
hopeless circumstances of a man
who leads o truncated and dis-
armed natlon two-thirds accupled
by an intractable enemy, holding
its men as hostages,

In such & sltustion the natlon
ia shorn of all but moral power,
Moral power scems puny, yet onty
out of ft can the natlon be re-
born, ever. In the disaster of de-
feat the only hope lles in the spir-

the  Viehy erovwa. It of the people, the splrit to tise
sgatn, sometime. komehow. No “ne-
yle oo has no reason lo love  gouations.” or shrewdness, or clev-
had but one wmbition which must  CreactinE Wil keep allve or re-
be realized before he could  dic g
nappy—the relense of the Prench  PETAIN COULD HAVE

prisoners. But In all negotintions FALLEN WITH THE BANNER
with Hitler fo nccomplish that
o s heen Gurotved 'or , This could have been the func-

tlon of Petain, Not to fight a de-
clteumyented, Inying action by dlplomacy—n de-

Consequently there may he con- # 1
sidernble scrambling for positlon  [A¥ing netion to end in a scoond
among  the  men of Vichy with 2nd more (gnominious capitulation
thelr vrlety of ambltions and  —for it 15 more lgnominious to
hatos, heore Hitler con get his  Capitulate to Loval than to Hitler:
oy but to hold a banner aloft until
he fell with it Then the txil alm
GERMA nON'T “AVT would have been, in s w
OFFEND Victory—of the spirlt, 1€ ot of Lhc
A puzzling rnnlurc of the Vichy flesh.
manipulations was the withdrawal The emence of great {ragedy

9 the French of thelr first coms
munique  rejecting our  position.
An hour or so after it was given
out, an officlal order came through
to hold It

This was done at the instance
of a_ German officlal, who tald
the French officlals he did not
want 10 offend the United States,
That sounded strange, coming from
® Nazi with whom we are at war.

The only plausible explana-
tion 2 that Hitler la afrald we
will move In on Martinique
and other French ponsesalons,
if provoked too far. An alr-
eraft carrler in (hero and we
could use 4.

Laval cither did not care what

we thought or belleved the mat-
ter had gone tea far to be rectle

Is nobllity, The tragic struggle
inevilably arises out of weak-
nessea within onself, which sel
In motlon the Inexorablo law of
retributlon. The climax of trag-
edy is when the mclf ls re-
deemed—but not saved. In the
death s the victory and the
awe.

Petaln chose to be raved instend
of redeemed. Therefore, he 1s not r
tragle figure at all, He s just an-
other failure. He_censed even to be
a grent soldler, For the essence of
the martlal splrit is that it can
be overwhelmed but not broken,

By Dorothy Thompsom

Socrates wea An_ authentlc hero—

hemlock or no hemlock. Gallleo,
refusing to revoke the truth of his
mind that the carth moved round
the sun, wns & hero though he died
for it.

Jeanne d'Are refusing to deny
her volees, burned, but ralsed arm-
ies from her tomb, mnd ls raising
one today.

TO LIVE, IT I8
NECESSARY TO DIE

Try to vewrite these histories.
Socrates collaborates with the Greek
nuthorltles; Galileo declares to the
nquisition that there i3 much to
be sald on both sldes and ho 5
willing to negotlate on the subject;
Jeanne d’Arc proposcs to ralse an-
other army for the help of the
invaders tn order to let hygones
be_bygones.

Who would know thelr names to-
day? Or who call them traglc?

Petaln arrested Laval ahd kicked
him out of his Cabinet s & traitor,
He was never released by the Pe-
tain Governmént..The Nazis sent
over guards:to:frée:him by force
majcure. Laval weit Immediately
to Parts and:entered:the camp of

Side Glamees

fied. " He Jater ordered the com-
munique  released.

GAS RATIONING BET
FOR EARLY IN JUNE

Ratloning of gesoline 15 In the
making to begin nmund June 1.
Ration  hooks will be lssued to
l\oldcm of rculurnuon rrrtlllcuk'&.
and the number of you N
be stamped in the book so it.can-
not be used for any other car.

Come To Think of It,
Madam, You're Right

‘The New Yorker
An_earneat ‘matron who volun-
teered to correct examinatlon pa-
pern for one of the ladles chviltane
defense outfits gave overy single
student a fiat zero on the answer
to the guestion “What is a tourni-
quet?” It turned out, upen inves-
tigation, that her idea ot the cor-
rect answer was “A tourniquet Is a
dangerous weapon.” Bhe had de-
rived this nation from ihe offictal
Cross instructlon manual but
had neglected to read the entire
sentence, which ruua, “A tourni-
quet 1s a dangercus weapon when
uzed improperly, or in_the handa
of an unakilied person.”

" Watch Your

;Step, Please

Nuke Power Magaslne
We've heard of irrepresathle in-

sora. 1oas vy yea wew

e .00 b0 w8 0T, 000,

ternes but the medal goea to tie
one who announces to fellow pas-
engera the hospital elevator,
when is
reached* -

“Dad's a good soldier and he ought to know, butimaybe:
he wai only kidding when he wrote about: General
Avihur heine  crazy.about carrois’ and  cauliftower)”. i

Macs

The Tragedy Of Petain

the enemy. This dirty-faced little
man, who seems himsel! some relic

of previous Central-Asiatic invad-
ers, looks the part he plays. The
man who has belonged to every
party; who supported the Commu-
nists and the Rightists; shrewd as
the earthbound are shrewd: a par-
venu and climber of ruthless per-
sonal ambitloni s seller-out from
birth who measures his virtue by the
price; s double-crosser—who made
the Pranco-Russian pact in. Mos-
cow and returned to Parls o sab~
otage its ratification; the one. Who
guessed the wny thd welght falls
and makes his principles accerding-
ly—that 1s Laval, and Petain would
not deny it.

«' ‘ELEVATION OF LAVAL

CANNOT BE JUSTIFIED

Now imnmglne an olficer, & gen-
eral, a marshal of a nation. who
ousts one of hls officers for trea-
son, Rnd at the beheft of his ene
emy takes him back and makes
him flrst In command.

How can It be justifled? One ean
argue truthfully that it s done
under force majeure. But nobody

@ month to sustain a soldiery The haul

* Enst or India s 12000

or a bale of banknates into
China, the Imposalbility of moving in
large quantities of heavy suppiles be-
comes obvious. There ls haggling over
every ‘pound of airplane carrying ca-
pacity. Even over the Bufina Road a
third 1o a half on the tonnage is used
to carry fuel eo that the remainder of
the cargo can be moved.

NEW ROAD TO CHINA
WILL TAKE TIME

There s much talk of opening & new
rond, but this will take pome time and
the road will be much more roundabout.
The best bet in China s to get fighter
plancs 1o to help the Chines¢ troops
hold the Japanese In Burma. You must
conaider that { takes a ton of material

from America to ports

3600 across the NorthAtlantic.
ship crossing the North Atlantic there-
fore carries thrse te four times a3 much
cargo in a year's time as f it were
running to tho Indian Ocesn. The
shortage. of shipping makes that ccon-
omy factor of the greatest importance.

Usually miliiary men regard thele
own srea ds the wosl fmportant and
inslst on everything for it. Therefors
1t ta significant that the practically

is be an

of force majeure, No one is com-
pelled to put a facade upon it, to
muke it appear as something other
than 5t is.

The hero of Verdun la a
Nant asset. I Is more pala-
table ta the people of France
to llve In the decelt that Pe-
taln is the soverclgn head of &
noverclgn state, and that ho
has re-accepted Laval Into a
posltian of Influence for rea-
sons_of state. It Is politio of
(he Naxbr to keep tho octoge-
narian figure head there for as
long as possible,

But 1t 1s not necessary for the
hero of Verdun to play this game.
Corruption never has' been com-
puisory. Petain could reslgn. He
could resign i one ringing ery to
the natfon and the world. He could
refuse ta take back into his Cab-
inet m man whom he himseif—
not Hitler—indicted and demean-
ed

PETAIN HAS RFPUDII\TED

HIS OWN WO
There 13 R pof nt where continu-

fng to hald “responsibility”—when

responsibliity is a completely hollow
sham—in trresponsible.

° Furthermore, FPetaln. was  not

forced to take the retfon he did

against De QGaulle, He could have

washed his handa of him; It was
not neceasary to condemn to death

In abstntia & man_who i3 still

fgihting for Prance. Ho could have

“ sald to the Nazls, "I am unable to

controt Gmcrnl Do Gaulle. That s

your problem.”

N Tt tn not necessary to add to
the defeat of n nalfon the de-
moralizatlon of the nation. Tt
f» nol necessary that Laval
should be Petaln's Qulsling, in-
stead of Hitler's. 1t Is nev:r
necessary for a here. to
other than a hero, If he ll
made In the herolo mold.

Nor is 1t necesaary, because Parly
hng fallon, to cast down the monue
ment of Verdun,

That, it scema to me, s what
Petaln has done. He has repudi-
ated his own work — If Verdun
really was his own work. Somo
hiatoriana have doubled it; they
#ay -he wanted to glve up there,
and . was forced’ to stind agalnat
his Wil

Now I think that It may have

e A0,

EOTRIR BRSSOy
TODAY'E BIBLE THOCGNT
i Utter 18 nd. devotlon need.
o craford ibe co
rl
alth
w.—mmau 3:28,

rightly.”

yard stic CON-~
tmx! o tnan:is fuatified by
oithout tha. «u’fa{a/ e

thing : was; very quht through' thia
o “\ o

Judgment out here nmd
further cast fa that the main effort
must eventually be againat Germany
and azalngt the Japancse malnland
fram the Paclfic side.

T have seen enough of the difficul
tles in getting limited supplies out here
to appreciate why there should be no
undue hopes of an enormouns campaign
east of Suez. The Alllea’ shartage of
antl-alrcrafl guns has been discovered
by the Japancse, who operate in the
air at will except when they run fnto
the American Volunteer Group, X
planes were avatlable it would be pos-
sible from Allied polnts in the’ Middls ,
Eest to bomb German ofl sources fn’
Rumania and possibly to do an effec-
tive crippling Job., It is important also
to hold the supply line into Russis. Be-
yond that, it scema to be & matter of
keeplng up the trickle of supplies into '
Indla and China, holding back Japan
and preventing her and Clermany from
Soining hands through the Middle East.

RUSSIA HAS GIVEN
US PRECIOUS TIME

The job it ons both of military action
and of propaganda—to win the confi-.
dence and support of the natlve Wp\l-
Intiona,

Everyons prays that Russla will con=
tinue pounding Germany, for in spite
of fovorlsh mctlvity and blg talk the
basie fact Is recognized by all—that we
nre being glven time thanks to the
Russinn resistance, That is the plain,
cold fact which stands out nhjove every- **
thing I have heard and seen of the war
cast of Bues.
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