ENTLY CRUSH

U. S.-Britis
Rule Of Seas
Threatened

Loss of Bataan and Other Key Bases
Spells Great Trouble for Allics

By DREW MIDDLETON

LONDON. — (AP) — The United States and Great
ritain face a desperate battle in the next three months to
naintain dominion of the seas because of steady Axis prog-
ess in picking off key bases threughout the \mrld an

nformed naval observer said
Bataans conquest fits Inta the
xis pattern slnce it raises the
nminent possibllity that Mantla
ay will be opened up to afd Ja-
an's lunge toward Indis and the
weatened Junction with Germany
mewhere In the Near East, this
urce declared,
edr surERIORITY
“We must face the facts” he
ild gravely. “The Japanese, Ger-
ian, rnd Italian Fleets are near-
g numerlenl superiority, 1f they
ave not yet achleved it.

“Every Allled losn,
the sinkingn of the

such as
British

today-

crulsers Dorsetshire and Corn-

wall in the Bay of Bengal,

cuts whatever edge we have in
guns and ships.

“The great naval bases on which
Anglo-American  sea  supremacy
rests elther have been captured,
Altacked, or arc continuslly men-
aced by the adrolt Axis use of
combined alr and sen po

The Axls opportunlty
over the French Fleel was
seribed by this source ns “too good
to miss” He belicved it would be

Rre THREATEN on page ¢

Rejection

Proposals

Of India

Reported

All-India Congress Party Under-
stood To Have Turned Down Plans

LONDON. —(AP)— Rcu(om reported today from New
delhi that it understood the All-India Congress Party had

ejected Britiah propoqula for

Fake Air

Offensive

But Total Allied Drive

Impossible Now

By C. YATE Me¢DANIEL
MELBOURNE—u®—Tue  United
(ntes and Australin have taken
he offensive in the alr bul are
et unable to lay the ground-

ork for a totsl counter-drive, it
a5 stressed offictally today while
he Japanese consolidated o fur-
her gain dn thelr arc of bases
eing this continent,

In netual warfare, seven dapa-
ese  bombers, fighter  cscorted,
aided  the strategle New  Guinea
arbar of Port Moresby for the
5 time and  were  belleved  to
ave lost at least one bomber.
' CASUALTIES

The first reports of fhe twens

v-mlnute raid mentioned no dam-
ge or casunltles. The attackers

Bee TAKE Al on page 4

Jeatrice Lillic's
son Dies at Scea

LONDON—{M—8ir Robert Peel,

Indian independence.

The dispatch
Cripps called A press conference
for noon tomortew and was ex-
preted then to announce the final
result of his misston s bearer of
the Brivsh offer

He has not yet recetved the re-
DIV of the Moslem Lengue, recond
largest of the Indlan partics, Reu-

ters sald

REPORTED UNANIMOUS

The news ngencs reported that
the declston  of  the  Congres
Partv—presumably  an action by

fts working committec—was unanle
mous.

Renters sald 1t was helleved that

the Congress Party Commillee Tes-
olution expressed willingness o
fortn & “wuly national” governe
ment. bt took the position that
the offer as aned by Sir

Stafford aid not pmnn the scope
or such a government

iThe Congress Purly was Te-
ported late last week to  have
drawn up a reply rejecting  the
British proposal. but tils was not
made  public  pendig  diseussions

of n possible compromise in which
indin might be given o greater
volee dn the direction of her own
defense,

British Information
Birector Coming Here

:
=aid Sir Stafford

Old Hermes
Sent Down
In the Bay
Of Bengal

British Plane
Carrier Sunk

LONDON. —(AP) —Brit-
ain’s first aircraft carrier, the
23-year-old Hermes, has been
sunk in Japan's unabated ef-
fort to beat down the sea and
air shield aginst invasion of.
India, -biit" thé enemy’s total
claims of victory are too ex-
travagant, the British Ad-
miralty said teday in a com-
munique.

Japanese planes sank the 10,850-
ton Hermes sbout ten miles off
Ceylon, n pivot of British strength
at the tip of India on the weat-
ern slde of the broad Bay of
Bengal.

CRUISERS LOST

The loss of the Hermes came
soon after the sinklng of the
heavy crulsers Dorsetshiro  nd
Cornwall, acknowledged sesterday,
In the same arca. The crulser
losses had scriously crippled Brit-
ish protection of the sea road to
Indla, Now, in the loss of the
Hermes, the Royal Navy has boen
stripped —of another

Bataan Battle Pictures

Thi$ tense American soldier squats in a foxhole on

Bataan Peninsula, waiting

bomb at an oficoming Japancsc
April 9

violent action was ende

to hurl a flaming bottle
tank. Much of this
as the War Depart-

ment in Washington announced the apparent collapse
of the stubborn American-Filipiho defense before over-

‘whelming Jap forces.

British Subs

Sink Ships
Four Craft Sent Down
In Mediterranean

weapon. - - -

Thus Major Gensral, Lewls M.
Brereton’s _hard-hitting _Amierican
Arniy bomber force
left with stll greater respansibility
in the defense of the subcantinent.

One Informed source sald the at-
tacks in which the Hermes, Dorset-
shire and Cornwall were sent to the
bottom cost the Japanese fully 75
plancs.

Hr sald the Hermes was punk by
bombs. not  plane-launclied  tar-
pedoes.

The Japaness, hewever,
clalmed even gpreater successes
in the flaming, intermittent
battlo which has becomo per-
haps the warn greatest test of
seapower versua alr pawer.

Japancse naval ocemmunique
said that besides the Hermes, a
9,100-ton crulser of the Blrming-
ham class and a 7.550-ton crulser
of the Emerald class were sunk
yesterday off Trincomalee Naval
Station, Ceylon,

CLAIM UNTRUE

To this the London Admiralty
countered:

“The Japanese claim to have
aunk crulsers off Trincomalea
[s known to be quite untrue.)

Yesterdny the Japanese clalmed
21 merchant vessels and the two
crulsers had been sunk In_ Indian
Ocean_operations up to Tuesday,

April 7.

Todny's elaim ndded the Hermes,
two cruers, n destroyer, & patrol
vessel and SIX other ships to the
Japanese Ust of sinklegs, but of
these the British confirmed  only
that of the Hermes. The Japanese

sald alsa that a cruber of the
7.270-ton Leander clasa waa dam-
aged,

JAP ACCOUNT

The Japancse account of the
battle anid her forces suffered no.
damuge but lost ten planes, Tokyo
sald.  The Brltish Joat 51 planes

on of the nctress Beatrice Lillie,, LONDON—(A1-—~C. . Radcliffe,[over land and sea. Tha Japanese
a3 reporied to have been killed iniDircctor General of the Minlstry|report indleated Trincomaler  wils
“]‘“l‘)‘ WI‘:\ the British RNavy inlar Information, will leave soon forjheavily raided,
siatte waters, the United Siates to participate In v
iy mothier, who {5 Lady Peel fifstudies concerning folnt. Amerlean-]  The, Britkh Navr  already
slvate . llfe, recelved the newn at{British propaganda. nu ald Trec| (ommitted (o guardlng much
tanchester, where she was tourlng | Parltamentary . Seoret thet of the North Atlantic, aa well
1 nonew musical abow. Minlstry, will nrrnmxmm' hbn. See BRITISH PLANE on page 4
s -
From Amstralia

American Jazz Band Fills Jungle
Camp With Blaring Boogie Woogie

By JOHN LARDNER

orth American Newspaper Alllance
DARWIN—{By Wireless)—In &
carlig in the scpub Jungle here
1 the athl of & star-lit, Jap-less
Ight, soldlera, both Australian and
merican, sat in a cirele fliterlng
ostalgically 10 the musie bf a ten-
ece brass jasz

The Southern Cross hlazed down
v the':bare heads of the ten
ung  men thice  trumpeters,
weo Aaxophonss, two trombones,
e _drums _apd the bass horn,
ome of . thess boys had heen (o
Hege : together and ‘thelr leader
a3 .. thelr muslc instructor back

home. He leancd against a nearby
iree aa the boys swung alomg on
telr own and got the buga out
of their horns and grew warm and
sure wlth “Roogly, Woogly Plygy,”
“Green Eves” “The Song of In-
dln,” "Whispering,” Taps
to Reveitle” and thelr theme song
“White Heat."

THEY GET HE

rapt auwdience  became gay
and Hvely as tho' band Al
the gicove and sometimes broke
Wto “cheers a5 a biack-headed
trumpeter rose fo play his solo
lickn or the vocalist put down

hla saxophone o sing and jiter

front of the band
night.

“This Is what tho boys look
forward ta most of anything"
sald an officer latenlng to
the band, “The only trouble s
that iL makes them think of
thelr gitla back homve.”

Until this band got out ita horna,
the only swing music in the blg,
wiid, swampy  Darwin  peninsula
wis the tribal music of the na-
tives of two tribes, the “Dunkums™
nnd the “Abor” The "Aboy* re.
centiy held a drum and dance car-

in the tropic

dee JAZZ TUNES on page T

o Indla wasly,

sunk Xmi} mare Axis ships—two
schooners and two supply vessels|

sugar and other storcs bound for
Tripoll, the Axls' chief supply port
in Libya.

Bath supply ships were reported
sent dawn by & aubmurine com-
manded by Lieut-Comm. P. 8,
Francls, which  nlipped p on &
convoy  despile ts warship pro-
tection, - ramming home two tor-
pedoes on one large supply ship
and also  sinking  annther,  of
medlum slze, In the some attack.

These thrusts, which  followed
closely on the sinking of an Itallan
heavy crujser n the Mediter-
ranean, may force Fiell Marshal
Erwin Rommel to move faster than
cxpected agalnst Britlsh positions
eastern Libya, a usunlly well
imformed London source said.

e expressed bellef the German
leader would atrtke now with
wrmored nd infantry forces avall-
able—eatimated as high us 125/
men—rather than wait for rein-
forcements which might become
the prey of British submarines,
AXIS ACTION

Imminent Axix offensive actlon
was sald to be Indicated by three;
developmenta;

1—Strengthening of Axis bomber
forces in preference to fighters.

2—Establishment  of tucl and
ammuunition dumps in  advanced
positions.

3~Placing of Ifallan unita tn
forward sreas while new additions
fo the Afrlka Korpa are schooled
in desert warfare behind  the
tines,

He'd Give His Testh
For Bite. of Freedom

LONDON —(®)—— Britih sub-|:

the Mediterrancan; the Ad<}
miralty announced today.
One of the schooners. a com-
munique  said, wan laden with

U. 8. SOLDIERS

AID DYING JAP—American
soldiers give water to a dying Japanese soldier on
Bataan during the bitter fighting.there:
Press photos from U. S. Army Signal:Corps.)

(Associated

defenses appearcd imminent.
three ships, th

hordes had crushed the last
To

fortress of Corregidor.”

miles south of Manila, and “our tor-
pedo boats ln.acknd the encmy ves~
inking

EVEALS m:ssmi
The - President. revealsd his ‘mes-
sage from Genéral Walnwright at a
press conference - chortly after the
War Department - had . released .a
the first In

Jap Cruiser
Sunk By U. S.
Torpedo Boats

Old Glory Still Flies on Beleaguered
Manila Bay Island Fortress

WASHINGTON.—(7)—Mest of an estimated 3560 Marines ‘amd
Bluejackets In the original American forces In the Batasn secter of
the Philppines are presumed to have been evacuated to the fortross
island of Corvegidor, tho Navy announced today, reporting -they
were remaved under cover of darkness when collapse of peniusala

The vay lnnaunced at the same time In a communigue’ that

n Canopus, submarine tender; the 840-tem

mine sweeper Bntcm. and the 843-ten Napa, & fug, had heen deo
siroyed fo preverdt their belng used by the enemy.

‘WASHINGTON. —(AP)— Corregidor, a tiny :island.
fd?tress, proudly flaunted the Stars and Stripes: before:be-
sieging Japanese armies today while - southward:in:tl
Phxhppme archipelago American torpedo - boats : sank
cruiser guarding new invading forces.

But on bloody Bataan Peninsula, just fi
Manila Bay from Corregidor, it was apparent that'Japani

American-Filipino - resista

President Rooqevelt. as Commander-in-Chief, ¢

commander in the Phlhppmes.
Our flag still flies on the beleaguered island

Of Bataan |

MEL

To White

RY ASSOCIATED. PRESS
British and Axis troops fought
with increasing violence on  the
North African desert today, while
on the Soviet front, Vichy radlo
reports vin Stockhoim  sald Red
Army troops had crassed the fran-

SPARTANBURG, 8, €.~
Tniler Jess Bolton figured today
he'd seen the wonder of won-
dern — an Inmato wanted to
pawn hiz falie feeth to obtain
bail.

“I pald S60 for them and
they're almost brand new!” Bal-
ton quoted him s saying. The
failer took the prisomer's offer
in mind,

But (he next morning Boiten
veparied for work and found the
false teeth awner gone and $10
ball tn his place.

“He must have found some-
body whe would accept those
teeth s collateral” the Jailer
commented.

Fifteen Crewmen of U, 8.
Tanker Are R 1

tier into White T(\l‘*h‘\ n!l(l were
continutng thetr” adv
The drive tuto \\rh"l‘ l!u&'h\ fa
Soviet republic, was sald to have
taken place i A scetor 15 miles
northwest  of  Bmolensk,  between
Vitelhk and Nevel.

THREAT TO VITEBSK

1t continued, the thrust would be
a serlous threat to the dmportant

Reds Cross Border

Russi

Vitebsk defenses guarding the flank
of the Gétinan “escape Corridor™
from: MOSE6® on the old Napoleonic
Tond 16" Bifiolenisk. !

The Vichy radio. quoting Ger-
mancheds ngency dispatchies,
also ‘refiarted mounting Soviet
préssure fn (he Orel and Khar-
Kov scctors, south of Moscow,
and around Sevastopol, the tong-

hours after a special bulletin early
yesterday announced the probabil-
ity that the Butsan defenses had
been overcome.
The communique left unan-
swered whether large numbers
of the Bataan defenders had
fes CORREGIDOR on page &

Chinese Laud
Bataan Fight

Great Stand Wins
Respect

CHUNGKING—(®—The defend-
ers of Bataan were saluted today
fn sympathetic sadness and for
once the news of & defeat for
the - Unfted Nations was recelved
without discordant criticlsm.

“Chinese armies aro determined
to avenge the Amerlcan losses on
the Batean Peninsula” sald a
statement issued by War Minlster
General Ho Ying-Chin.

“China has been fighting against
great odds for almost flye years
and we are determined, to continue
to fight shoulder to shoulder with
our Allles rgainst our common
foe until final victory 1a achieved.

“The  Fillplnos and Americans
of Bataan won worid-wide ad-
miration and respect by holding

otit for four months against B‘b-
soltitely supérlor enemy land, navat

besieged Russlan naval base In |and alr forces,
the Crlmea. “Sluce the outbreak of the Pa-
. lclfic war, Bataan Penmsula 13

e T e A mmgeral e only place Where the  de-

acknowledged
heavy Red Army altacks on the
Kereh Peninsula in the Crimea, but

Ser WEDS GO on page

fender has been able to put up
a prolonged reslstance agalnst the

repeated  victorious  encmy  on-
slaughts,”

Editor'n Note: Haw the Jap-
ancse air force crippled the
United Stales alr strength in
the Thilippines ts told in the

PARAMARIBO, Dutcn  Guisns
—iM—The yacht of Guverner J
C. Kielstra was the rescue agency
for fifteen members of the crew
of an Amerlcan tanker tarpedoed
by a German submarine.

Tne seamen drified & woek in
n llteboat, wnshieltered . but  with
sulticien, food. were ploked
up by tie yacht and brought here
ednesday night for hospitaliza-
ton. Physlclary seld thelr condi-

following  dispatch by Clark
Press war core
respandent who lyved (hrough

the battle of Luzen and most
o the siege of Bataan befare
foing to Austratia, He saw
wach of the urllnn in the fight
waged by th¢ outnumbered
United  Slaten and  Fllipine
forees.

By CLARK LEF )
MELBOURNE, Australln — 6%~
The fate of Luzon And Bataan

tion wax highly ratlafactary, They
may leave the hospltal today,

was scaled Just before 1 P,

flefp That Never Came

Bataan Fate Sealed At Start

on Dec. 8 some ten hotirs after
the Japanese attack on Pearl Har-
bor.

Our main bomber force was lined
up on Clark Fleld, 40 miles north
of Manila on Luzon Island, with
the crews standing by Awaliing
orders to take off and bomb Jap-
anese alr and naval bases on | lho
istand of Formosa,

PURSINTS AT 1BA FIELD

Most of the p\)r:\u!l, phmmy wero
nearby  Tha

The pursults Al\d mml bombers
had been nloft during the mern-

Ing but had returned to the ground

for orders,

Whtle

at

these . Instructlons . were
B v

being tsaued,
St

the Japanese struck.
(our hulvy cnemy
ared  over  Clark
l“kld ll um fest-and show-
ercd the grounded planes, run-
wayn and hangars with expla-
sives,
Eighty-six  Japanese " “Zero"
fighters camo In their wake :and
strafed the planea,  ground : farcef
and anti-alrcraft batk.-r(eu In: tow
lovel “attacks,
Simetianconaly other u‘-»‘
v and fighis : dlved en'ithe

Hed ab Iha Pl
i mes FATE

Zign = G

the defenders ;of | Batasn:
Army haz ever done: 50 much
so lttle” B
The supreme .commander,
of Bataan's first:successtal
fense, sald: L
“The Bataan foree wenk
out-as it ave. wished,
—-[lghtiny to the md 1,
ﬂlckcr, Jorlorn- hope.
rmy has evs

'me Suprmna
this tribute | to " ihé
fenders In _ his - hotel
1t was tead to

had" completed’
¢ British-owned . Chilsiins
Tand, 225 miles south :of :Ja)
the Indlan Ocean,:on: Mi

Cooler

tonight.



