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’Fro‘sen Hem

5 WPB Catches the Skirt
Just Below the Knee

8lnce it had to come, the average
‘made citizen would be ungrateful not to
give the War Production Board credit
for “freezing the existing silhouette” in
womien's clothes at a fairly advantag-
£ous Jevel. If the order had come a few
.weeks later, the Soclety Department In-
forms us, skirt hems might have been
trozen above the knees. And the femi-
.nine knee, although interesting, is sel-
dom-beautiful. As it was, though, WPB
solved this knotty problem by clamping
down on the skirt just as it was brush-
ng ' the bottom of the knee cap.

On the other hand, had war come
\Wpof1 us back in 1938, WPB, or its equiv-

and knse, and frozen it there. That
aesthetic point of view. The skirt end-
ing abruptly at mid-tibla just doesn't
look right; better for it to fall to the
‘ankle,

 Whether it wax by accident or by ap-
plication of wise judgment, WPB timed
action just right. Now, If the Gov-

‘the - war, perhaps the nation will be
_spared mnother flapper era when the
‘walstline falls to meet the hem some-
/whers about the thigh.

Absurdity

The Services Turn Down a
Lad Who's Too Big and Strong

Imagine, 1t you can, the Navy and the

s turning “down a good strong
‘tougli Iad, former Golden Glove cham-
p¥om, -8 feet 1% inches tall, well built,
prime condition and the right age.
seems absurd, and yet turn him down
#hay did, both branches of the service. *
Ha weighs 261 pounds, and so 18 over

-8ign up but as often has been told that
ere 15 nothyng doing. Regulations, you

Regulations take it for granted that

who weighs 261 pounds Is a victim

obesity, a huge pudgy fellow who

.eouldn't cart himself around, much less

full pack. The recrulters, of course,

b see that he 15 a splendid apecimen,
Jap-killer

wouldn't have a uniform big enough for
Rim, and although he has offered to buy
Bls:own, that too Ix probably against
regulations.

For the man's own emotions, frustra-
must be only partlally descriptive,
as for his case, It's a commentary
without great slgnificance, .

Hitler's army would have grabbed him

even if he had to be outfitted .in one

Hermann Goering's old suits. Hirohito

wotild have reached out for him though
three ordinary uniforms had to be sewed
fogether for his covering. And Duce--
Diice would have made him a welcpming
Speech In some convenient plazza. But
thie U. B. turns him down, taking instead
#oine spindly little fellow whose mead-
‘Mrements sre within the regulations.

Salesman

Sir Stafford Goen to India
With a Promise and u Praver

Bir Stafford Cripps, Britain's “mun of
the hour” goes 10 Ind'a o selt the sa-
HVes'6n a prumise, n stmple, evanescont

. He must convince leaders of
he Hindu and Meoslem factions

At Britain wi! muke pood on her

ge 1o grant India dominion stutus—
better—atier the war. The Britlsh
ol 15 something less than Nehiru
| the ‘other Indlan natlonalists had
anided in return for their sypport nf

8Y::The Indlana want Independ-
& NOW. They arc szkeptical about
Nlice, .

Wps_they remeraber the Palestine
86°0f the Iast war, when the Brit-
erbment uctually promised com-

troliof the Holy Land to (1)
“and (23 :the Jewish Ziornists.
AUl of ryifg o tuthl both pled. -
Deithersipalestinie - has  been

nd bloody ground of the Near

‘thek Moslemns want

aith) e
Batford, it may be

sald that he Is an honorable man and
a life-long advocate of Indlan Independ-
ence. He spoke out for India long before
anyone foresaw the present emergency.
The Indlans are llkely to remember that
8ir Stafford, although bidding for In-
dir's support in the war, ls sincere In
whatever he offers. .

These personal qualities will glve Sir
Stafford an early advantage, but
whether he succeeds or falls depends
largely on how far the British Govern-
ment is willing to go toward independ-
ence now. Britaln must do more than
promlse. She must act immediately—and
in face of the Hindu-Moslem enigmat—
to show good faith. Upon the extent and
the wisdom of her action hangs the bal-
ance in world power. Bir Stafford may
very well be carrylng the future of all
Iree peoples in his briefcase, *

Land OFf Roc

Vichy-Owned Madagascar
Is Goal of Jap Intrigue

Arrows on the latest new: P8 point
to a blg, fat Island oft the African: East

" Coast. If the Japs are able to bluft their

way into steaming Madagascar (as they
talked their way into French Inda-China)
they will have taken more than & big, fat
island. They wiil have the one last base
they need to close the Indian Ocean to
our shipping and open it to thelrs.

All the more alrming is the fact that
the same Vichy France that opened the
back door to Singapore to the Japa is
also the proprietor and sole owner of
Madagascar. Vichy has been an easy
mark more than once—and Jap agents
are already reporting to be negotlating
for bases in Madagascar. .

1 the days of Sinbad the 8allor, no Jap
would have dared approach Mpdagasear,

The island was the home of that glgantic
Iegendary bird, the roc. This flerce crea-
ture, according to Sinbad, was capable
of snatching up a man and carrying him
away. The legend was probably snspired
by the giant blrds that once really lived
on Madagascar. Fosslls Indicate that
there were “rocs” and that they lald eggs
measurlng twelve by nine inches—larger
than those of any other known blrd,

Marco Polo heard about Madagascar in
the Thirteenth Century. The Arabs had
visited it several centurles before. In 1506
the Portuguese landed there and named
the island Salnt Lorenzo. 1t was a hun-
dreds years later that the French began
their usual clumsy attempts at coloniza-
tlon, They massacred the natives, who
were a Malayan-Polynesian people with
& sprinkling of African and Arable blood,
In turn the natlves, by then called Mnl-
agasy, would massacre the French. This
might have gone on interminebly, had
not 8 streng ruler named Radame I
come to power in 1810 and, after restor-
ng order among hir own people, begun
collaborating with the French.

Madagascar Is a little smaller than the
state of Texas, but big enough to be the
fifth lnrgest tsland In the world fafter
Greenland, New Guinea, Baffin Land, and
Borneo). At present there are somewhat
less than 4,000,000 Malagasy, most of
whom are poor farmers, farm workers or
mine workers. Their status has improved
a little since the fsland was the center of
A flourlshing slave trade, but most of
them stiil Uve In hovels, eat rice, and
wear three yards of cloth called a lamba.

Even on  the highest Madagascan
mountain peak 10,000 feet) there {5 nover
any snow The Japs will find llttle there
to remind them of Fu)l. Nor will they
be Interested in the meager mineral re-
sourees, A few thousand tons of graphite
would be abnut all they could hope for,

- Madupasear's appeal ts {n its strategle
position -— smack  sthwart  Britaln's
around-the-Horn  lifeline to India. If,
by hook or crook, the Japs can prab It,
the Indiun Ocean becomes n Nipponese
pond.

A Col Kernan complaing that we' are
an “wdministrative war”  Thua

uo down to defeat, it will be aa
trac armehair soldiers, caught up on our
paper work.

The larger hait of the distillers’ wares
Is to be diverted to the victory effort,
and well it might, The Jap never lived

»who.could stand up to some of the bour-

“bon blends,

‘Our ‘war communtques Include bulle.
“Yns from the “Philippines _theater,”
where the MacArthur Co, has been put-
ting on a popular’show now in the thir-
teenth week, ..

Handled
With Care

By Paul-Mallon.

WASHINGTON

ONCRESS is handling the Mor-
genthau tax program Bs an
incendlary bomb. It is advancing
slowly with black

4, and over

and means com-
mitteemen  have
discovered the to-
tal tax on soma
coriporationls
woiild run from

< to 80 per cent.
One Senator flgures that if Gene
eral Motors earned $240,000,000, 1t
would be lucky to have half of it
($120,000.000) for dividends, which
would mean a sharp cut in earn-
ings distribution.

Most of the taxmaking legislators
think the. income rates proposed
are far toe high to maintain pop-
ular enthustasm, Nor do they like
the substitute ideas of a sales tax
or a withholding tax any better,

This overall dissent is too wide-
spread to warrant any predictions
on the final form of the bill yet.

BTOCKS DIP AT
TAX PROST'ECTS 0

Drooping of the stock market, in
the face of this tax threat, again
Taises & finc questlon of Govern-
ment publlcity emphasls and public
morale. In- the last war, decline
of the stock market would have
been considered a bad sign. Pube
lie confidence was supposed to fols
low the market,

Not so now. Most administra.
tlon authoritles discredit the
stock market ma an infiuence
on public opinion on the ground
that stocks are narrowly held.
That may be, but the Govern-

ment is also relying on sheer pa-
triotism, unstimulated by any di-
rect personal interest, to sponsor
enthusiasm fof the war effort in
many other ways (crowding of
Httle business, prices, rationing
5ugRT, tires, 1Abor's

y Rains

Pretty Generally Fall Aftor Groat Battles

Calet

HEspeas

Abandoning the old profit mo-
tive .for stimulating of the utmost
natlonal productive energy and en-
thuslasm. ¢ question nrlses ns
to whether an adequate substi-
tute has been provided to furnish
the same full apur. Is personal
incentive belng blunted? Is the
maximum driving force of the na-
tlon being maintalned?

No one here seems worrled, They
expect to get the production fob
done better thon planned. Yet the

' cumulative effects on the public

mint e pecullar new hops-
killing ways in which the Govern-
ment, through necessity, a going
about the purely non-milltary as-
pects of this war, may be a sub-
ject for investigation by Mr. Mac-
lelsh, -

NEW AIR FIELDB
DELAYED AND DELAYED

‘Wrath la rising in the War De-
partment at delay in getting new
alr  flelds started, weeks and
months eiter the deciston to bulld
them has been announced. Tem-
perature around air corps hend-
quarters here s so high that the
staff  has been warned, upon
threat of courtmartlal, rot to talk.

All {ypes of red tape, resulting
from conflicting authority between
the air corps and engineers, is
responsible  in some  instances,
Projects  involved:

Rapld  City, Pueblo,
Falls, Richmond (Va.), Toncka,
Lanpoc Maria (Cal), Creenville
(B. C), Hattiesburg (Miss.), Fort
Worth, Spokane,

Congress appropriates money for
the flelds and then tho army de-
cldes the exnct site. This decisa
ion Is generally announced throsgh
Senators and Representatives, tn
order that they may get publicity
back home.

But polities about the chofce of
Jocal land sometimes becomes in-
volved. Then the alr corps and
engineers are supposed to nspect
the site and agree on installa-
tlons, but agreement has not been
Ry,

Klamath

IL has been four wonths since
the  Greenvilla profect was  an-
hounced. three montha slnce Lam-
poc Marla, twn stnce Pueblo, Rapid
Clly and Richmond—yet work Has
not started,

In another case, the army plan-
ned & fleld al Vero Beach, Florida,
but the Navy clalmed this was
100 near one of dts flelds, and
forerd the Army to mave 25 mlles
routh to Ft., Plerce,

Letters to the Editors:

Clapper’s African Trip

Not only ls Reymond Clapper
a writer who Inslsts on thinking
for himself, He ia ax well ons who,
when critical events impend, foels
1t necessary to his work to ses for
himselt.

In doing his Washington column
it has been his practice for years,
a3 o Presidential or other national
electlon of Importance approached,
to travel sbout the country to dis-
cover at flrst hand what people
were thinking about the candidate
or the lssue. While his sources of
informatlon in Washington nre ex-
ceptional and his political acqualnt-
hceshlps matched by those of few
other commentators, he has deem-
ed It nlways wisest to compare news
and impressions glven him with
what he might see and hear and
learn from personal observation,
He checks his vital facts as cares
fully as he welghs his conclustons
from them, Only by so dolng can

he feel cortaln “that his comment

Is sound from the ground up, \

BRITISH BERIES MADE
NEWSFAPER HISTORY

Last Bummer Clapper went to
Britain to look things over. He
percetved that upon events in Eu-
rope rather than upon those here
hinged the next developments m
the United States. He chose Eng-
land a3 the most advantageous
spot to put an ear to the ground.

‘What he learned there he put into

® scries of special dispatches.

They made newapeper hisiory.
Life magazine declared them “one
of the most distinguished pleces of
Journalism  since e WAr began.”
Newspaper readers flooded edltors'
offlces with letters of acclaim and
editors tn turn congratulated Clap-
yer.

Now the columnist fs undertak-
ing a sccond trip abroad, this tima
to Cairo. Tt

decided the destiny of the world
and more particularly that of Am-
erica, for the next many years, As
he views the sttuation, it [s toward
Suez that both Germany and Ja-
prn are drlving, seeking to cut the
Enstern Hemisphere off at the waist
und 50 to immoblllze every Allisd
power ahout it. And if the Axis
should gain its aim, this country

Side Glances

She says she's wearing those red cotton stockin,

national defense, but I know it
: attention to her legs.”:

's /just to cal

will be desperntely pressed, even
with the best ald the Britlsh Em-
pire can give, to suryive.

CLAPPER RELIES ON
HIS OWN EYES AND EARS
Upon the facts of foreign affairs,
a8 upon those of our own natlon,
Olapper is comprehensively and ox-
pertly informed. He knows the
disposition of the armies and their
strength, the character of the men
who command them, the military
problems they face. the economics
&nd race and politics of the coun-
trles where the fighting now is
taking placé or soon wWill take
place. But 50 seriously doea Clap-
per regard the world outlook to-
day that he thinks it tmperative
to enlarge and test the accuracy of
his own ample fund of facts hy
means of his own eyes and ears.
What Clapper observes and what
he thinks of it will compose his
columns for the next month and
A half or two months, War condi-
tlons of travel make uncertaln the
exact date when the first of his
dispatches from the Middle East
will apperr. But Tur Nrwa sxpects
to start recelving Clapper's copy
from Cairo within the next few
days. From then on, readers may
count upon a serles. of dally ar-
ticles of Immediate: and memor-
able importance and Interest,—Edi~
tors, THE NEws,

Liquor Drinking Laid
To Ignorance, Disregard

Editors, Tnz Newa:

In a temperance Jesson yester-
day a Blble class studied the quea-
tlon of what reasons, if any, do
men glve themselves for drlnking
lquor. And 1t was decided that the
varloun  supposed te
upon unsound bases. Thess reasons
may ba summed up in two classes:
1. Ignorance of the facts {nvolved,
or 2, Distegard of tho facts , . ,

People seem calmly thoughtless
end unable to learn:what Experie
ence teaches . aboutiithe effects of
drink. In the:homs' destroyed, in
the bloody  highway: with ita dally
record of.:dead:and: wounded, in
bank  fallures::And:‘other business

e 1o l’u‘léli—wlm “all thess ter-
al

ta..
Laurinburg.

ly atrong
Pplaying - football, 0 on  sd
infinitum, ' They: want to believe
the les:which come swarming to
them over :tha'radio and printed
ads, “They “love drink -and enjoy
bacoming s slaves. And moat hor-
rible of sll, the women are now
being ensnared, to the desecration
and destruction of all that one
holds dear. Meanwhils the implac-
blo ‘foes 0f . aocletly, greedy of galm,
ghoultshly::prey upon the souls of
men, 1 there
lon& ahall we lia supina and do
nothing, . while this tiger devours
men, and aoul, before our
syos?. Wil your your brother's
keeper, do nothing? Wil God hold
you tess? .
—R. E. McALPINE.
‘Winston-Salewm.

Washington,
Primer Cindadano ., .
Editors, Tix News:

-

de Americs, no supers, sin em-
bargo, pess & tan gigante dimen-
slon historica, al Washingt

NOS proponiemos evocar en eata
nleva oportunidad commemorativa;
expresion stm bolica del sentiml-
ento americano, Adelantado de la
libertad y de In democracta.

Acaso ninguna otra figura de
nuestra historia comun se ayenga
con mayor exactitud y juatda at
papél eminentemente representativo
que ls atribuimos; porque no puede
negarse que los valores afirmativos
de nuestra tradiclon politica v de
nuestra pecullar maners de sentir,
encuentran en Washington su mas
flel Interprete y su mas resuelto
propulsor . .-,
—MIGUEL ANGEL CAMPA,
Presidente,  Bocledad Colombists,

Panamericans, *
Habana, Cuba,

“The World’s
Doom™

Editors, Tre Nzws:
The world delib'rately seals its own

doom,

When its tax-run State schools pro-
vide no room

For GOD. For aught they teach,
thers {8 no GOD,

And Denth puts man's whole being
‘neath the sod.

Hence, men now slay men to the
cannon’s boam,

Humantty preying upon fts king,

The urge of Hell's hate crassly

obeylng,

Blcked on by Sclence's late ways of
aaying;

Leaving aged parents with hearts
il clefi

And thelr sons’ widows and or-
phans bereft;

Because, In BState Schools, GOD fa
not enahrined.

On this ghaos, there is no soting

un,
And when one side, for a whila,

shall have won, .
Civil wars will start thelr barbarous

run,
Even as they raged, brother 'gainst
brother,

When Nations stopped betoro ‘gainst
each other;

To start up agalin some twen4 Xears
then

ce,
Outstripping the old one In viru-

lence,
Humanity preying upon its kind,
Because, In Stats Bchools, GOD is
ot enshrined.
—L. A. TATUM,

(Note: The composer of thess
lines, L, A, Tatum, once sponsored
» petition Wirected primarily against
the Btate University whoss titie was
“In Heaven’s Name, Governor Save
Our Btate From Further Predatory
Acts by These Bo-Oalled Hoo‘d:;n

.

Educators Against Things
Bptrit.” Wo juat thought the con- ©

Irom- the 1arms have
been © drafted;’ high
wages In wrmament
plants have ‘dragged
g away others; means:
while, this country 15 not ofly the ard
sensl for democracy but: the “granary:
for it; the Department of Agriculturs’
is crying for Incremsed production of
high protein foods, such as milk, chegse,
and eges—products that can be'dried,
shipped, and stored, stored: against the
end of the s§ar when the whole world
will want our products.

SELF:STARTED BERVICE
TO THE SOIL
A grolip of young men are dolng

something about it. Again, they are

scif-startefd, They mrent sent out by
the Government; they are young men
who love America and want to serve
her. There's a philosophy about Amer-
fea in thelr minds and hearts. Long
before $his war began, they were think-
ing, in Dartmouth and Harvard, about
the future of the country. They be-
Heved that war or no war tniversal
service for the natlon, as n definits part
of every young man's education ought
to be established; service to the sofl of
America; service to the armed forces;
service wherever it was needed.

Bo, » few months age, they found-
ed the Volunteer Land Corps, for
the purpese of helping out the farm-
ers, They had made some tenta-
tive surveys and knew this would
be a touzh Bummer on the land.
Instead of {rying 1o siart a natien-
wide movement, they declded to do
& job in a limlied arca, fust to shew
It could be done, and, working in &
amall ares to do it right.

They chosa ths nelghboring states of
Vermont and New Hampshire, got In
touch with® the farm agencies there,
and found that masses of farmers were
willing to take college and high schoot
students, even 1f not trained. provided
they came with no {ljusions and In the
right spirit. "

THEY GET ROOM. BOARD
AND $21 A MONTH

Then ‘they went to universitiea and
high schools, appealing to the following
classes of young men: those below draft
age; those rejected for minor phyateal
disqualifications; those registered but
not yet called. They offered these young
men Jobs—as private spldlers of the
Innd. at private soldlers' wages, $21 &
menth and board and room. Olrls
heard about it. and offered to foim,
Farmers said they'd  take girls, - too.
Bo the Volunteer-Land Corps, of agri-
cuitural “privates” got started.

FARM WORK IS GOOD
PRE-MILITARY TRAINING

Hard work from dawn to dusk on ths
American land seems to them excellent
pre-milltary training anyhow. They
revive the old-fashioned American word
of “help”, {nstead of “employee.” They
know that in the old days farmers
depended chiefly on thefr own sons and
daughters for farm work. So they offer
themselves as foster sons and daughe
ters. And wny boy sixteen or over, or
Birl elghteen or over, who isn't afrald
of hard physical work, who can present
s modical certificate, who knows that
he fan't enlisting for a Summer vaca-
tion but for Bummer toll, i eligidle,

They've hnd a remarkable re-
sponse from Drecisely that “prive
lleged” youth that is supposed te be
“soft"—the youth that s seows-
tomed to Bummer vacations In re-
sorts, and who have been guite
enally persuaded that they might as
well plich in with & plichfork
Instead of with a golf stiok. They
have scouts in Vermont snd New
Hampshire doing the ground work,
and seelng to [t that the corps will
get into docent homes—rwe mean
the homes of decent people, not:
homes with bathrooms, necessalrily.”

They havs been operating on a shos
string a2 far aa money Is concerned, but
they've made up for that laok by devo=
Uon and enthusiuam. And they. have
already evolved s pattern Lor ore.
of free

nection might
tors, THx NEwa.)

Rifle & Pistol
Club Liked Write-Ups

Edltors, Tux Nrwas:

- On behnlf of the Charldtia Rifle

& Pistol Club I wish to extend our
ation of the write-

r

‘This apprecistion a

not only felt by me personally but
shared by ail the members of

the Rifle Olub,
—EDWARD P, BETZ,
“‘Vice President, Charlotis Rifle
Pistol Club,

Anos com=
memorara Cubs el proxime .23 de
Febrero el Nataliofo - de r-!org

ashington. Innecesario :resiilte
o7t inmenso : merito: de 1
obra del

an nortestnericans; pars

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

If you.do riot wrow in grace you
will : sertainly mﬂonn: Add
to: Hrtus, and 2o vip-

Izar om
I‘"ll» Corieny ¥ Justo da esta celee
racion agual. L -

Fiied
tus knowledge  and to knowledg,
temperance, and  to:temp

s patieno

rlt nos o od:
inesy; 11 Feter

an

initiative with local government agencies,
and loosl community leaders. = They
don't hold any copyright. on thefr plans,
Any groups that want the blueprints
can have them. Hut thoy want to
make a kingle demonstration this Sum-
mer Ih m single ares to prove that
Ameridan youth from all soclal classes,
Il races and all creeds mre ready and
wiling to help do the hard, dirty work
for America, and for our allies,

Viaitin® Arvotund:

rance ‘s"
God+

Plxgy Woni Back Horse
(Crold MU0 :dtom,
Blanly News & Prose)

i)
Juniped : 6ut of ‘his' e
hoiirs  afie inséd,
soom or




