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North A frican Leader

UD KEEPS ORDER AS DARLAN

***

Victim Of Assassin

By NOLAND NORGAARD

ALGIERS. — (AP) — Admiral Jean Darlan, who surrendered: North Africa and
jelded Dakar bloodlessly to the Allies, was shot to death on the eve of Christmas and
one of his closest associates said today the assassination was

inspired by the Axis or

its collaborationists.

(The Algiers radio announced
that Gen. Henri Honore Giraud,
implacable foe the Germans
and Darlan's commander of French
forces in the North African field
alongside the Allies, had taken
over “‘matntenance of order” In
French North Africa,

- (Thus, for the moment at least.
the® old-school French gencral who
=aid he prefererred fighting to pol-
ties tually in the little
admiral's place, at the head of
Ihe Nor(h African French.}

¢ Morocco radio said the Im-
pcrlnl Councu would name Darlan’s
successor tomorrow, The council,
xet up by Ddrlan o govern North
Africa and “defend the interests of
the Freuch Empire” unt!! France is
Jiberated. included Darlan and these
five men, one of whom probably
will be chosen:

(Giraud, General Jean Marle
Bergeret, former Vichy Alr Min-
ister; and the three Governors-
General in French North and
West Africa, Gen. Auguste No-
gues of Morocco, Pierre Bolssan
af West Africa, and Yves Cha-
tel af Algeria.

saild

DARLAN

the council mecting. It announced
that & special mass would be-cele-
brated In Darlan’s memory tomor-
row n the Rabat Cuthedral,

KILLER CAUGHT

(The Morocco  hroadeast
Nogues had left Rabat by plane
for Algiers early today to nitend

‘The assasin was caught In the

government palace seconds after
he fired the close-range shots
which took the llfe of the one-
time commander of all Vichy's
armed forces, high-placed member
in Marshal Petain’s collaboration
cablnet, who ssid Petain sent him
to North Afrlea as his deputy.

Gen, Jean Marle
formee' Secretary of Avialion
in the French cabinet, and
close assoclate of Darlan, sald
the admiral was “the victim
of an assasin inspired by Lhose
who::did .not . pardon him- for

p arms on_the
Atlies against Ger-

Bergeret,

The assasin ‘wps sald to be 22
years old. There was na official
announcement Immediately identi-
tying him or giving & specific
motive for his act. He used & 25
caliber revolver.

+The Federal

Cammunlcations
Commission  reparted  hearing  a
Paris radio  broadeast declaring
that Darlan was killed by a young
Frenchman.)

NITY URGED

Gen. Berpeset ealled
Frenchmen to units

wpon mll
“for e only

See GIRAUD on page 8

U S. Anxiously
Eyes Situation

New Element of Violence Injected
By Slaying of Darlan

Ny WADE
SHINGTON.
in, abruptiy

W,
Fve a

the usefulness of the former
Nations

—(AD)—
ending the carcer of Admiral Jean
Darlan vesterday, ended also an international argument over

cause in French Africa.

WERNER
The hand of a Christm

Vichy leader to the United

Labor Curb
Delay Seen

Doubts Republicans

Will Back Changes

WASHINGTON-- ¥~ A ronten-
tion that the sharply bolstered Re-
publican _minority In Congre:
would decline 10 support any pro-
posals for drastic changes in Fed-
etal labor legisiation was  ad-
vaticed todey by Representative
Ramspeek, Democral, Geargin,
Democrntic Hoitse whip.

He expressed beiief In an dn-
terview that the Republican Party
would prefer to save the lssue for
the 1944 Preslaentind campain, al-
though acknowiedeing that the mis
sority—~plus a . bloc. of Southern
Democrats—could pish n program
of labor cusbs through the House

Ramspeck's remarks came sfter
At was reported Rulhorltatively fhnt
a far-reaching program of  labor

Hee LABOR CURB on page #

The asassins builets. hawever,
injected & new element of vio-
lence Inta s situatlon already com-
picated and delicate, and caused
grave anxiely lo gavernment Jead-
ers here.

CALLED MURDER BY F. K.

President  Roosevelt  promptls
vecognized  the  mensce of such,
an acl i a statement mnmm«uu;

ar & cowardly “murder in thel
tust degiee” and cailing for swif1]?
nd just retribution, :
Observers familiar with the n\h
susns  have  played  n
fend of war and thrior {hrong
the length and breadth of Europe
watched intently for further deve-
lopmenis that milght ndieate whe-
ther Darlan’s murder was:

1. An lsolated acl of pere
sonal or political veugeance. or
he flrst of & series of
assassimatlany ealentated  ta
create an’ atmosphere ‘of turbu-
trnce and terror in French

Afrien  compelllng  Amreleans,

French and British forces there

to concentrate nn mainienance

of Internal order.

Showld the latier be ihe care
the threat to Allled hopes of driv

See U S, EYES on page 8 °

Jileaders

Jews Adopt
Platform

Seek To End Exploita-
tion and Serfdom
CINCINNATI— Pty Jewish
looked today to m future
meeting of the contral conference
of American Rabbis for possible
mplementation of a broad plat-
form of nll teligions, aud an end
to explontation and  serfdom
the postewar world.

They adopted the platform Iast
WENU W the cloang session of
the Amencan Inshtute of Judatm

and a Just and Enduring Peace.
neld under the central confer-
enee’s awpices . Aand attended by

represetatives of Reformed, Orthe
odox. and Conservative Jews, The
onference s expocted to meet i
about six months,

Thew declation nrged litema-
tional efforts to raize all peoples
lving standnis and 1o guarantee
“the rght ta cquality of econormte
apporiunity without regard 1o Tace,
religlon, or navtonality.”

"There must be ne room
for eaploltation or setf{dom,
statement said.

The Istitute. proposed an fmme-
diate world council of Christinlty
and dudatzm and Iater “the torma-
ton of o world connell of religions
which might weil hr the conscience
of mmnkind . .

Attncking doctrines of racial sue
perlortty, the nstitnte wged Jews,
breause af persecutions (hey have
sutfered, 1o’ fecl “especialiv obi-
gated to yuderstand the plighl of
the Negre in all scetians ol our
country AN to expotse his canse.”

" the

Bitter American Verbal Fight
Over Darlan Appears Ended

By KENNETH L. DI¥ON

WASHINGTON—A)—The Chrlst.
mas Eve assassination of Admilral
Jean Darlan appeared today to
have brought fo a sudden and
inconclusive end ons of the na-
tion's bitterest verbal battles albce
America’s entrance Into the cur-
Tent war,

There seemed little doubt that
the murder af the former Vice.
Premier of the Vichy Government
woitld write at lenst n temporary
finds” to & quavrel over siategy
which had ranged from the columns
of the dafly pewspapers, (hrough
the political mlil,_ and reverberated
n_the halls af Cobgress.

I was the question whethier
or not American leaders were wlse
in their “playing along” with Vichy
aslong . ax v.hcy did—and I‘hr!hﬂ

'mr .28, Command i North

Lrica” was puraulux 1he bhest course
!or he: oo \M by linlhg up
with:Dartan.

Not since ihe outbrenk of
war ended  the
tsolrtiontst debate has any one
subject been fanned Into s in-
tense a flame as the Vichy-Darlan
question.

The Darlan sHuation Itself
wan fed by the long-stmmering
ire_of many polltical lev ia
and  well-known writers over
the Stale Departmeat’s placid
altituds toward Vichy—an nat-
titude which some rommenta-
(ors said was vindicated In the
North | African  coup.

But when the famed pro-Nazi
ancl anil-British ndmiral - himself
was won over 1o the Allied
by Vaukee persunslon, and the h\rl
hat he was to walk side by side
with  1he  Americans  was  an-
nounced, the storm really broke,

AL various tmes, Congressmen

the
interventionist-

arose to state their opintons and

bu
Republican, Michigan, —spoke out | 400

openly in favor of hacklng the de-
clsion of the milltary offiplals fn
charge of the North African ven-
ture. even 1f It meant pleying
along with Darlan.

Anti-Darlan spokesmen contended
that by lning up with the former
Axis collaborationist, Amerlean
leaders would undermine the spirit
of the "underground™ in occupted
countries and arouse dlstrust on
he put of some of our allies.

I wha 100 e oppsite
view heid that-the alienment with
the  French nelmiral galed time
and saved  lives the Nm‘!h
Afitean tyasion, nnd  thus
fastiglable. They contended mi
tary chleftains on the spot were
Gualitied to Judge the wisdom of

the move and should unt be “ham-|.

pered” by internal strite over the
ease.
The storm was Ml ragiig when

At least one—Senator Vandenberg.

the pxsansin’'s bullets ended Dar-
Tan's lite,

w|}®

Allies Drive
Nazis From
Important

Tunisia Hill
Hold Against

Counter-Blows

LONDON. — (AP) — In
the first significant offensive
action on the central Tunisian
front in two weeks, " Allied
troops were reported today to
have driven the Germans
from a height dominating the
important road junction to
Medjez-El-Bab and held the
position against enemy coun-
ter attacks.

The success was snnounced by
Allled North African Headquar-
ters In a communique which alsar
reported an increase in patrol ac-
tivity on the northern end of the
front and sharp fighting on the
southern  flank, where French
troops were said to have repelled
Axls attacks west of Kairouan,
ENEMY REFELLED

Reuters reported that the Mo-

vorco radio broadcast s French
{communique saving: “In
glon west of Kalrouan our troaps
were violently attacke

enemy throughout yesterd
eucmy way repelled on the. wholu
length of the  front, "leaviig ® be-|
hind numerous prisoners and
freat quantity of war materiel,
American  alreraft  successfutly
supported our troops. . . "
Medjez-El-Bab is aboul 15
mifes southwest of Tunks, Kal-
rouan is another 65 miles far-
ther fouth and aboul 40 mvles
west of the port of Sousser, to-
ward which a Freach columm
has heen reported pushing in
an effort to drive a wedge bes
Avis forces in Tus
nlsfa and Field Marshal Rom-
meln  Armr  new retreating
westwarts across Libya.

Whether  the  engagement Al
Maires-El-Bab  was & forerunner
the long-expected  showdown
battle for Tunisin was not imme-
dintely clear.  Action In this area

has been retarded of late by heavy
rains,

Dispatrties  from  North  Alrica
quoted & spokesman  at  Allicd

|ilendquarters ns saying there hud

bren a definite tendency on the
part’ of both the Allics and the
cnemy to lncrease night patrol op-
erattons on the north front.

“We cannot say what $t may
portend,” he said, “but vou can
be sure this state of affalys can-
nol continue very long.”

The spokesman satd (he ensmy
was rontmually moving mare troops
ito ‘Tunisla In preparation for a
showdown and added grimly:

“Undoubtediy he's got a hell

of a lolL of stuff thers
Sust back from the front,
the. spokesman made iU plain,

however, that the Alies also
were rapidly strengthentng thelr
forward positions.

"I was most Impressed by the
aupert motor convey avarem -which
the British are uslng to move sup-
pies and cauipmeat into Tunlsin”
e sald, “They e dofng I
credibly gond joh of maving gre
convoys day and lllﬂh( through, mml
aver dangerous roads”

S UNIT ROUTED

Vs
ok°~,£zu

Liski

Main li
l‘Mmuw
iﬂhmlu

SOVIET

Naxis holding this
Caucosus area may | -

ba cut off by
drives on Rostoy

RUSSIA

lagodainos

v Red

show
up the enemy-held area,

Down the r.nlm.\d to Rostov Russian troops are
rolling in an offensive aimed at cutting off German
troops in the Stalingrad and Caucasus areas.

Map

how twin Soviet thrusts to Restov might chop

By WILLIAM F. BONI
SOMEWHERE IN NEW GUINEA
~i—Allled  land forces scored
notable successes today on  the
Papua land froul, threatening In
two thruss fo sever Jap troops
holdinig out at the Buna Govern-
ment station from others at Gis
topa Point. considered their last
line of, defense.

One United Statrs force drove

from near the head of Bnipancr
Creek  and  nnother crossed  the
creck  further  downstream | and

southeast of the Goverment Sta-
tion, Then, both' “nterran’ the en-
emy's matn defensive  position
it communiue from Gen
eral Douglas  MacArthur's  head-
quarters.

Thus the emphasis on the Papun

Allies Score On
New Guinea Front

hreaten To Sever ]apanes

Lines in Papuan Sector .
‘Highting shifted from the old air-

strip sector where Australian and
Ametican forces advanced 400 yards
yesterday to control three-quarters
of the strip. Australians were on
the strip itscif, for the most part,
with Americans fanning out south
and southwest . guarding sgainst a
flank attack:

The nurlhwnsl rnd of the strip
WA s, - covered by
s(i-ong plllbox(* ahd gun emplace-
menls. .

Operatlons. were  restricted By
swampy :tefiRlii - an elther side of
the stripiAxiwell as anti-tank do-
fenses whith {hicluded anti-aireraft
guns stuekifii: the ground i an
effort:to:haltithe Allies’ thirteen-
ton  G¥NEFAL: Stuarts.

Liberation

rea Pledgec

Four Winter Offensives Pressed b

Armics of the Soviets
By EDDY GILMORE

MOSCOW. — (AP) — Liberation of the Ukraine fri

the German invaders was pledged by Premier Stalin:

Foreign Commissar Vyacheslav Molotov in a special

sage today as the Red Armv pressed into the eastern:bo

lands of that granary area in one of four Winter offensiv

Already, military circles declared, these four' offi
sives have won back more territory from the invaders
the whole Russian comeback drive last Winter. ..(Comp
ative mileages were not discloged.)}

“The Ukraine is and will be Soviet,” the Russian
leaders told the Central Committee of the Ukraine
munist Party.

“Units of our troops of the southwestern fm!kh
already entered into and liberated the first Uknin
lages. Let liberty-loving peopleq struggle,::expand
s(rengthen in the Ukraine in the rear of the

robbers.”

The Red Army moved upon
Millerovo, key rail junction 120
miles north of Rostov, with the

captura of Kilodezy, fifteen miles
to the northeast. They already
had wen Voloshine, directly west
of Milierovo and Olkhovy Rog.
dlrectly east.

A new Winter offensive. In the
Caucasus  was reported <o - have

returned mhore Gcrmmveonquexed
territory to Russian hands
emphasized anew the peri] to ﬂw
Nazt Armies in southern Russial
ADYANCE CONTINUES

After announcing in a
communique llst nluht thlt Rus-
sian  troops ast of Nalchik
had maoved to lhe offensive and
advanced twelve milrz, the Soviet
information Bureau repor todsy
that the advance was continuing.
Several more populated places were
reported captured and more than
1.000 German mines and 24 dam-
aged epemy ‘tanks were said to
have been seized in one sector,

Alagir, at the end of 2
railway ‘Hne high in the Cane
casus Mounlans abeut 48 miles
southeast of Nalchlk, was
anatched from the
ihe Russians reporled, and the
Red Army treops maved along
the raliroad to seice Ardon,
23 miles northwest of Ords-
honlkidze, and several other
{awan Just off the raliway,

The Russians brought the Ger-
man drive in this area to a halt
waeka Ago. The Nazi Army, ap-
parently was stiempUng to get| %
in position for s .drive across the
Cnucasus Mountains into the rich
Cnucasian olf fields which border s}
the Caspian Sca.
MOP UP AREA

While the new offensive moved
forward, Red Army troops the
middle Don area mop; a
large arca just north of the Stalin.|
grad-Likhaya Rallway, about
miles west- of S

Iast night's special communlque
sald that iri elght days of fight-
ing in the middle Don ares Rus-
sinn troops had advanced from 35
to 130 mlles and caplured 43,200
Axts  xoldlers, . The communique
reported 6000 more  Axia  troops
killzd there, raising to 50,000 the
eurmy dend sa far Announced.
SHANTUNG BLOW

The pursuit of retreating

See SOVIETS on page &

wl
units

The “wazzaville radio, meanwhile,
hroadeast_an t
Fighting French Forces coming up
from the Lake Chad  aven in
Equatorial Africa bad routed an
Axts molorized defachment In the
Frzzan reglon of Southern Libva.

The exact locale was not given,
it npparently wna some 300 or
afles south of Tripoli.

There was Httle news from the
Libyan Front, although there was
no indication that Romme] had yet

nde any attempt at s stand
Britsh patrols were reported en-
gagin; Rammel's rearguards, but
the ndvance of the main force of
the Eighth Army apparently still
was being delayed by minetields.

One of Lomling American
Heroes of Last War Diea

WALLA WALLA, Washy, -~ (40—~
Thomas C. Neibaur, 44, rated by
s General John J. Pershing &3 third
among American heroes In - the
last L dted wmmmny A
veterans’ hospital

ccorations  tncluded  the
Congressional  Medal of Horor,

Ihe Purple, Heart, the French Crolx
de Guerre’ and Leglon of  Honof.
the Ttalian -Merit of War' Medal

WASHINGTON—(I—There  was
peace on carth and good wil
toward men iR the security of

-[mulons of American homes and

churches today. but en distant
battlefronts the guns of war rum-
bled a Itany af bate and death.

On this Holy Day, the only
loliday thie natien pormits  itsplf
while its hemes and churches are
threatened from abrond, the
tarles of War sere siiled and the
people paused for divine worship
and the  traditional -exchanging
ol gifls and feasting.

There were many vacant seats
and absent faces, bul parents were
heartened by assurances of the
Army and Navy 1baL thelr sony
and daughicrs In far-oft {fighting
zones were “being  cheered, wher-
ever, possible, by turkey dinners
and gifts_and mail from home.

From President Roosevell came

and the Montenegro Sliver Medal,

a messaga of cheor,

Peace Comes To American Homes X
For Day While Guns Roar Abroad -5

"I cannot sy 'Merry Chirlstmas,” "
h¥ Eald in a Chrlstmas Eve broad-
cast, “for T think constantly of
those thousands of soldiers and
sallors who are in actusl com-
bat throughout the world—but I
can’ express to you my thought
that this is a -happler Christmas
than last year in the sense that
e  forces of darkness atand
against us with less confidento. in
b ess of thelr evil ways”

ngo the memory

Ay ¢
Pearl Harbor was painfully fresh, He sald it was szignificant lhlt

slar  signifies—tor peace
cacth to men of good will The
way we must travel s

et -

Jong. A you 1e hepefully fare

ward fnte the New Year you

can be sustatned by the theught

that you have the most preo

fevo gift which n In the power
te bestow—

of aur countrym
heir affectlon ln‘ deep gTA-
titude.” .
e
To_those who toll {n war nlmuv
the President alao sent gree

thelr factorics are stilled

and the Japanese  were runaing| i ot th oo
uncheeked through ths Plc“‘;‘e. “om '" other hﬁ“dlyl ‘lﬂfk
In A greeting to all members 0 !
of the armed forces, the. Presl. | foctySisdi—tor (e  wianing o

dent fald;
“Happily the star of Christ-
mas again shises beightly In
a world binel wAr  am
hate,  Naver hu mankind

yearnod “more for ‘what the

the war,
“So_Chrisimas’ becomes
mua-y inall .the' vear,

lk 1o think: ‘that




