aples and
urin Given
astings by

omb Fleets

"'wo-Way Assault
~ompleted

ONDON —(AP)— Allied
nbing fleets, roaring over
 Alps and the Mediterran-
v in & two-way assault,
e Italy another one-two
1ch yesterday, blasting the
plea waterfront in daylight
i pounding Turin after
k despite a five-mile layer

By TIM PRIDGEN
Charlotte News Staff Writer
When 11000 volts of elec-

tricity thunder-bolt out of the

side of a power wire and hit
you kersmack In the forehead

—then you hear about §t five

weeks later. You wake up in

8 whiie bed somewhere—that

is, you make
white-ciad woman atands there
taking  your pulse, looking

understand it Ask Bill—W. A.
—Kelly, linesman, of Merriman
Avenue. He :

about it as anybody.

Mr. Kelly went home from
the Presbylerian Hospital to-
day. The volls arc-ed at him
last May. They knocked out a
piece of his.skull and blew off
four toes. They knocked his

knife out of his pocket and
they haven't found his wire
clippera yet. .

“Nothing to it sald the In-
destructible Mr. Kelly on his
thls  morning.

ol

like 40 tralns coming at you,
then you wake up and
find your toes gone.”

He was 40 feet up a pole
last May, working hard. put-
ting in  switch at the mill-
l»lr) hase near Jacksenville,

C. He wasn't expecting any-
Uiing. Hip hesd was s fost
and A helf trom the nearest
wire. At the moment he was
tn the act of making his foot
secure, bracing back agalnst
his_safety belt. When—bam!

“They .told . him . months later
that the it arced elgh-

teen - inches lnd that he lock
i, plenty. The foreman clipped
a wire and let’ him. haiig by
his  safety belt :until. . they
could lower him with

uieu nubjecu Lm-r they {00k
m to the New Bern xosplm

Whm it belan 'n appear. that ..

he was g ‘to

about it

climbing poles lxlln by dan. 1,
and expects to do

clouds over the continent,
 British announced today.
was the second amash at the
h Itatian portin eight days
emphasized anew Prime Min-
r  Churchills _warning that
v would be placed under shat-
ng and sclentiflc aitack from
nir. The Italian communique
nowledged heavy dahage at
les and sald casurities were
dead and 138 injured,
ERICAN BLOW

n Dec. 4, a great armada of
~engined United States bombe
loosed toms of “bomibz  on
les, sinklig one Haltan cruser,
pling & batteship and scoring
on another cruiser.

Ithough the Itallan High Com-
1d rald ten American fliers, the
7 of one out of five downed
bers, « had  been captured, 8
S. Army Middle East communi-
announced that sll the raiders
irned safely,

ravy Amerlean bombers—prob-
; four-engined Liberator B-24's
the same type thst made the
¢ rald—scored hits, touching off
fires and explosions, on the
rrfront and on shops moored
he target area, it sald.

nly o few hours after the
\ck _on Naples, big four-en-
rd RA.' bombers roared away
n their Briush bases and, fiy-
over the Contlnent in a dan-
ouz, four-mile layer of clovdn,
sted badly battered ‘Turin with
ther load of explosives.

OUDS THICK

e crlouds were na thick that
results of the rald could not
determined. The Rome com-
nique sadd the damage  was
ht. Despite the hazardous fly-
conditions, however, only three
tish planes wore reporied lost
the misslon.

urin, home of the Fiat works
{ other war industries, was
vily bombed Tuesday and Wed-
day nights.

eports from the English south
at saylng that the roar
tbound planes was audlble for
re-than an hour last evening
do it ciear that a large force
{ et out on the long jeunt
osa the Alps but the raiders
g have encountered
wat unbellevably brd  weather,
mediately after. crossing  the
annel.

Shvmﬂllm iﬁags

Army’s Size
Questioned

Truman Fears Civilian
Ecenomy Destruction

BOSTON 7]
Truman, Democrat, Missourl, of
the Semate committes to Investi-
gate the natwonal gdefenss program
said’ today 1t 15 M Tuile Lo ralse 56
large an Army that its sttempted
ﬁ\lpply dnd maintenance will de-

roy the essential clvilian econ-

-~ Chairman

“Our ever-increasing  demands
for additional miiftary equipment
have reached the point where
they esceed the quantitles which
can be made available to  the
armed forcea conslstent with our
Lend-Leass commitments to our
allles and with the preservation
of an essential eiviiian economy.”
Truman ssierted In a  speech
drafted for dellvery to the Massa-
chusetts Federation of Taxpayers
Assaciations.

“For example, the (otal amount
of steel for which the Army, Navy
and Marltime Commission had is-
sued prioritics for a recent month
exceeded the entlre amount
steel to be produced that month,
The committee insisted that this
emazing aituation be corrected by
evolvitf a system whereby each
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Draft Business Sort of

Monotonous te Fellow
LOS ANGELES—(#—John Rob-
inzon Bacr, 31-year-old machinist
went  through draft  procecdings
rgain vesterdar.
Rejected twice  previousty,
was sworn into the Army by

ne
mis-

take, then xent home as a chvillan
Police  arrested him as o draft
evader because he had lost hls

reglsiration care
Baer was placed {n charge of n

ALLIED HEADQUARTE
ou% ‘of thair 1iAp

bloodily:Fept

Threat on
Guadaleanal

New Flying Field
Established by Japs

WASHINGTON — (7 Army
planes bombed a Japanese tanker,
possibly damaged another and shot
down six Zero planes in the North
eTn Solomona recently, the Navy
announced today in s communique
disclosing thal the ensmy had es-
tablished = flylng field only about
150 miles from the Amstican posi-
tion on Guadalcanal.
Communique No. 217

T

Jipanese were plnned back against
the sea on n mile-wide strip of
beach about the nine miles long.
A few were reported still resisting
along the trall to Soputa, about
six miles inland,

Frusirated in thelr attempts te
reinforce their lroops by sea, the
Japanese were stil trving to sup-
ply them br parachute, the com-
munique Teported.
BLOODY FIGHTING

In their frantle efforts ta rscane
death or capture they counter-
attacked repeatedly south of San-
ananda, but were repulaed in bloody

1Al TRY

See

on _ page 7

WEATHER

Little
change
In

temperature,

Today's Temp.: H. 5
Sunset Today

Sunrise Tomorrow 8:22

group  of fellow-Inductees.  This
time he hopes he whl stick.

Additional T. §. Weather Buk.u
data will be found on page 7.

Tiger Kills Keeper
Then Is Killed By Bear

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.
— U —Wallace  Ayers, 25, an
animal keeper af Clyde Beat
U's o0 and len farm, wan
Killed Iste yestorday by
claws and teeth of n tiger,
which In tarn was kilied By A
black hear.

Albert Fleet, head Geeper, sald
Ayers wan attacked whem he
turned 1he corner of o tent

{ill hristmas

and came ruddenly tpen the
tigor lying in his path. He was

ghamed and bitten and dicd be-
fore veaching a_heapl

Troet and others frave the

- tiger off. The infurlated ani-
mal Jumped bitte 2 pen hansing
» hear, which Immedialely en-
zaged him in battle. The bear
wan quickly,

The lncldent sccurred Tate In
thc day, shortly after fecding
tme, The Uger. was In an ex-
erclne Brea surraunded
moag that profects the

v a
publia
from the uncaged beasts

~—Japanese troopg are gxakmg desperate efforts to

Jap Efforts To
Escape Smashed

Desperate Attempts To Break Out
Of New Guinea Trap Made

RSN AUSTRIALIA—-(AP)
break
i

are -being- blotmd “ouf me‘modmsm

“South Paclic: (All dates are
cast Jongitude)
“1. On Dec. 9

“1A) Eleven Army TFiying Fort-
resses’ (Boeing B-17) and elght
‘Lightnings’ (Lockbeed P-38) at-
tacked enemy surface vessela In
Fas! Harvor hear Shortland Is-
lands, Three bomb hits were scored
on an enemy tanker and two homb
straddles were ohservod on’ a oec-
ond tanker. The Army (
nings' shot down five lntercepting
*Zeros' and the 'Fortressex’ destroy-
ed another. ANl Army planes re:
turned undamaged.

“¢BY Army 'Flylng
vombed the Japansae flyin
Munda on New Georgla I 3

~{C) Ground activity on Guadal-
ennal Island was limited to patrol
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British Attack

Axis Convoy
LONDON - (4 - British light|

Fortresses’
ticld at

naval forces tank & mediums
stzed supply vmex and an oescort
ship ln an_attack on an Axk

-jman defenses on the western slope

way.
laumhmz repeated attacks on
the east bank of the river but
Russian::“advices -+ from .. the
front said‘that the Red Army
was repulsing all assaults,
The Russtans declared: thelr ' swn

both the Stalingrad . and . central
fronts, : including . & ;point’ wost  of
Rehev ' whers - they forced A’ water
crossing  and captured * enemoy
front-line  trenches.

reconguered . by Soviet troogsiin a
T | sweeping ipush | that got- underway

In & campaigh:marked by swift
turns and surprising maneuver. thé
Red Army had pushed soith from
Serafimovich and then turned cast
toward Stallngrad,

The Germans replied by at-
tacklng westward from Stalin-
grad although {hey continmed
1o hold the alege befors the city
agalnst viclews assaulis by Red
Army troops within the factory
nrea . and en . the southern
fringes.

Despite the repeated counterat-
tacks of the Germans on the Don
bend, the Russinns sald that they.

held them still confined to the
cast bank.

Pravda, the Communist Party
newspaper, reporled that a bat-

talion of German {nfantry, with 28

advance | continted “on’ sectors Vot |

mans . pcctipled - laxt . Auglist,’” was]

of! a&m bty miled 7
of the Tunistan capital, the padt
week bul malntalned their po
sition. at the neribern end of
the line In the Mateor sector.

The withdrawal te Tebourba,
from the Djedelda mecter, twelve
mites nerthwest of Tunis,
straightencd out the herseshoe
shaped line (shown in map
above), threatened with a flanks
ing movement by the Germans
and Italians from the south at
Medjez El Bab, which Hes 35
miles southwest of Tunis. Allled
detachments once were reported
tightlng cast of Djcdeida.

The Axis forces launched an
infantry-supported (ank drive
nouth along the weat bank ef
the Medjerda River toward
Medjer E1 Bab and another
approached la within 2,800 yards

northwest .of T

oW LINE SHAPES UF :
Roughly, here Is the.way ihe

Altied Hno’ shaped -up’ today.
From Mateur. twenty miles

soulhiwest of Biserte, It runs

almest siralght for . eighicen

miles soatheastward ts. Tebour-

From Tebourba, It sivings
back to the soulhwest for an-
alh:r fifteen milea to Medjes

neuw Medier EL Bab, the
Ass A curving Hne' ef
ticren strong points, extend-
ing to Pont Du Fahs, 33 air
Iine miles ta the somtheast.

tanks in the van, attacked and ls-
olated one Red Army battery.
SMASH NAZI TANKS
X\dgnboﬂng Russlag  batteries
came_Into play and &mashed 23
the tenks, kilied 300 of the
atiackers, and forced the. attackers
to_retire, Pravda said.
Inside Stalingrad. in the south-
ern area of the city, Red Star
said Soviet troops drove the cnemy
off two hills, occupled six plilbox
positions* and kliled many Nazl

E}

0OpS. -
small force maintalning a two-
week-old foolliold deep {n the Ger-

of n hib has repulsed five and
six encmy assaults datly, Red Star
sajd.

The newspaper reported that
Saoviet Stermovik bombers and
tow-flying attack planea had
destroyed sevoral dosen Junk- -
ers-32 alr transports in ralds
en alvdremos.

On the battiegrounds near Rzhev
and Velikig)\ Luki, Red Star said
one mzx;émauon brought up as
reserves Wednesday was marched
directly jnto battle and suffered
serious 1ossts, Generally. German
counterattacks In the area were
proving futlle, Red Star sald,

(The German radlo broadeast
DNS report that Russlan_forces

neral _Qregory

tomvoy off Dieppe last. might, an

v Gel
Zhukov had drlvcn to Belyl, €0

Admiralty
today.

This, presumably, wai ihe samo
tn which

)n!y Four Men Lost As American
hip Carrying4,000 TroopsIs Sunk

¥ASHINGTON.—~(A--The former.

or President Coolkdge, cperatingl

an army transpart fully loadsd
h approximately 4.000 troops, hit
mine and sank In the South
riffe, the Navy announced today,
h the lows of only four wen,
Prompt  and efficint . rescue
orts”. were tredited with helding
‘uamcn to. 5o small' . number,
 Navy sald.

e Navy gnnouncemésnt did ‘not
closs in’ what rrea of the South
siffc . the . 21986-t0n  vessel wan
rating &t the time- and -sald
rtilv than - it Was . on war
o "

s names of thoss loﬁl were not'

glvan, but 1t was'dtated that the

survivors tnclude Henry Nelson,

Ban “Francisce, the master of the
Preskient Coolidgs.

Thia waa the. tenth transport|the

nnnmmeed by thé Navy an having.
been su tion.
Thv: xmklnk of five lransporh n
operations off North Africa eatly
a5t month was reparted on Dec, 3,
Prior to that the loss of four troop
carriera ‘fn the Solomons area had
beert disclosed,

The President Omlldgo waa the
larrest of the ten,

The vesel was owned by the
American President Lines of San
Francieco but, had beon chartered

and operated by the War Shipping

Administration for the Army. It
wan completed in 1931 at Newport
News, Va., Shipbuliding Co

gh C nnd 5&!0 & British d
stroyer was sunk in the -English
Chann The Admireity an-
nnunccd that all ships in tha

Britlsh force returned to port with
only silght damage and fe® cas-
ual

Rickenbacker May

o1 thn actual loss of the vessel
sald only that 1t "wn
lost ln mmm weeks [ the South
Pact

"The vesrel; Aperulh\z a& a trans-
port, was fully’ loaded Wik troops
and equipment when it struck a
mine and sank” the statement
contipued. :

“Through prompt and elficlent
Tercue efforts, ceausltios were Nms
ted to four men "
pokesman - aald . that

thers

Reuirn Home Scon
WASHINGTON (- Storetary

of War Stimzon disclosafl

that Cnpuln Edule rucmnmw
roscusd at sea alter hia plane had

hevn " Toroea: dowm In the . Bouth o

Pacific, may, return to the' United

ates shortly, .

Asked whvther he had heard re-
cently ‘from- Rickenbacker, who|
wBs ﬂ}’h&a WN’ thl Bouth Pacific
on tour, Btimson
tald lho ﬂlot‘ l‘\ld written that he
“hoped ta:nédime m the 13th

wete
troops aboard uxr mln ‘with only »

Rzhey and In
e " direction of smolemk n Ger-

Y
man hestguarters point 15 miles

south of Belyl)

Stimson Qutlines
Africa Objectives

WASHENGTON.

- (AP} — Emphasizing that the|ports
North African campaign is merely Ueginning, Secretary of | end . of . the :bat

War Stimson declared today that “the main and big worl
still remains.to be done when itep% can be completed to give

us air supremacy.” .

When that alr superiority s ob-
tained, he said, three objectivea lle,
anhead:

1. To expel or’ destioy Axis
forces in Tunista:

2. Ta atiack: Tripoli and de-
stroy, the GermaRs:under Rom-
mt ﬁy getting i Behisd hlm, .

To _cosoperate with the
Botish /i making the North

Hd the Mediter-

line reachlag lo

zht forces of both
‘Ahe  Axis now are

engaging i iniwhint ‘might be de-

scribed zas feelifig out the enemy.

on a normally stormy front and
the orders of Admiral Jean Darlan
for the laylng down of French ayms
—contrituted greatly to success ‘in|
North Africa.

Darian's, actlon, he said, could
not have boea anticipated and,
together with the hrkmlu
ealm woather put the ca
“about’s month ahead of wehed-
wer

Gr'eag Lénd & A

ain's ‘Eighth Armiy’ Wag
ported -by. the:German !
¢ today to have atruck ai

‘|2 DNB dispatchthat

North

nese drive through the South. Pa-
cific, saying Japan had adjacent|
air, land and sca forces to sup-
port moves against Indo-China, the

United:: SLates: 1 only are
gaining Valugble expertence in thelr
frontal: SoRtasta with the enemy,|
but:are fordtaliing any German at.
l?‘l"“pt torimprove the encmy’s po-
o

Stimson ‘told his press conference
that ;two events — calm weather

rNeo,.
Java, New Guinea and the Solo-
mons.

In the African campaign those
conditions, he sald, were precisely
reversed.

A “very powerful enemy,” he sald,
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¢ | veaael,

BAN FRANCISCO— (M ~Batile-
searTed but proud, the crulser Sanf
Francisco i3 home from the Solo~
mom for the repair of damages
she sulfered while sinking a Jap

rulseriand destroyer and MM‘UHR
a Jap battleship on Ma wa:
bottom.

The n(ory of the San. Francisco
ia proof of tha Navys way of
wratntng men.

3l-vear-old officer,
Comdr, Bruge McCaniess of
Beach, Calif. took cherge of ihe
flagship’ of ita task forck,
and fought the critical’ moments

Licut.-
1ong

few scare crow:

of Btimaon i
dld not knaw whare mclunbmknr
now, .

of a great battje off Savo Island |Candk

in . the Solomona sarly in the
1.

morntug of Nov,
mmand-was hapded down
auccessively from Redr Admiral
J. Caltaghan through eleven .
officers, and by the mement’s
pecullar lamnndu, ﬂullly came
o McCandk

Admiral c-umum, Captafit Cas-

sn - Young,
were the umlur oﬂ(ctn! Al but
ons commander. waa killed. He:vlu
badly wounded. .. McCandloss - was
senlor. aurvlvln; otficer . on Lhe

bridgs.
The Nw‘ wmch m clled | Mc-
pgressional

San Francisco Goes Wild Over
Vessel That Licked A Battleship

medal of honor, ‘made’ it clur il
trensured this story of -how
otﬂcers rm to the l’a&ponslbmty

Olllccrs nnd inen’ who' came oft |




