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Churchill's Bombers Ti;l(ntlnr
Echoes 6f His Words in Italy
“ Even as Winston Churchill expressed

> r's words. The block-busters were
tokens  from -Engiand, deadly pledges

80 long as it can be collected. Any move
to suspend any tax will meet with con-
siderable popular acclaim, whether in
war or peace, but the opportunity to
please the populace must not be allowed
to steer the State into a difficult future
situation.

If the strain on the iIndividual is great
today, it may be as nothing when com-
pared with the hardships aof state fi-
nance tomorrow.

Apologsy

Salicitor Carpenter Not
Nogli

that Italian trials were only
Terrible as were the blows at Indus-
Tial Italy's factories of war, frightening
as they were to the people of the North,

Undér the rain of
mbs from Britain, {t might frantically
for peace If it weren't for the pres-

that ' day comes,  then’
riton’ and:‘Ainerican
Unl's land:as it ‘on

bombing ;18 llkely
TessuTe upon the peo-

Tirin's baptismof fire is nothing
“what! will come “over  the Alps and

State Surplus Looks Good
Today, but Tomorrow?

‘The  first : underground rumbles pre-
ing the course of the new State Leg-
ture hint that the High Command
‘already has ‘1ts eye on that $19,000,000
surplus’in:the vaults, and Is planning
o something about it. Bolstered by
ch: a‘reassuring amount of cash on
and,'the solons may already be plotting
send relief to the little man who pays
dpays. :

Bpecifically, the State ncome tax is
g talked about in uncomplimentary
terms. The Idea seems to be that, in view
crippling Federal taxes, and with a
a8 &t Btate harvest slready {n, North Caro-
could ease through: the duration
thoit income tax revenues. We don't
Eridw:how seriously that is being con-
eted,” We've just heard it talked by
Icgatea, But we do know we are in
plete disagreement with sy such

the first place, legistators should
lose sight of the fact that, though
mnt révenues have been unexpectedly
“high, they are certain to drop alarmingly
hin'the next few months. On every
d are bleak prospects for all states,
enueés of miany kinds are sure to
fidle ‘25 automobile traffic decreases
commodity sales slant downward.
time of plenty 1s temporary, and

1 ug, Y

nrmy o! merchants. up in arms.
des: tax, they would cry. should

ihe’transition to come, but to

$18,000,000 surplus as & backlog °

I in This I

The News has discovered, after making
inquitfés upon its own initlatlve, that it
unjustly accused Soliciter John Carpen-
ter of negligence in a case that was
-iried ten days ago. It was the case of
Robert “Eightball” Barnes, one of the
two Negroes whose feet had to be ampu-
‘tated when they were confined in a con-
viet camp ‘‘dark house" . soris:izeven
years ago, .

‘The charge against” Barnes: was ‘nt-
tacking another Negro:with:adeadly
weapon—to wit, ‘an iceplck.::Judge’ d,
A. Rousseau gave him a sentence of twos
to-four "years, . suspended :on': condition
that he not violate any law of theé Stite.
It was natural, we said, that Judge Roiis~
seau should show mercy to’one sd criiel~
1y maimed by the State; biit-‘what he'dld
not :know,: we'said; ahd : what' Salicltor,
Carpenter evideritly did not krnow 6f: had:
forgotien:or,:in any case, had not tald
theifudge Wwasithat thé defendant had

served:n:term’ 167 second-degree. murs
dérecommitted ‘some  years i atter: his

fdark house! travail: We ‘argued th:
convicted “murderer;

deferidant’s record; which was taken into
full sécolint)i thilt the aentence was sua-
pendéd ‘a8 much’because there was per-
plexing “doubt ot the' Negro's: gullt’ ds
for : his'/pathetic’ appearancei that) in
sum,” Solleitor Carpenter was not remisy
in-any:particular;

We are glud 1o make this: correction
(which Mr.: Carpenter’ has ‘not solight)

cand to npolog‘ze for the in]ustlcc of our

accusation.

JI(uiatﬁ Fekos k

Vigor, at Least, He Would
Bring to the Labor Dépt. ¢

In & . popularity econtest featuring
Madem Perkins and Harold (“Nix")
Ickes, Corcoran and Cohen would be the
likely winners. Nelther the President's
Secretary of Labor nor hix Secretary of

Interior (and PWA Administrator-plus)’

enjoys the country's affection o any
marked degree. But Old Ick for the La-
bor portfolio in the Cabinet might not
be so bad, at that, On the other hand
he might.

Ignoring the argument that almost
anybody would be better than the in-
cumbent, enough is known of the Ickes
character and general snortability to as-
sure that he would at least make an
entertaining Secretary of Labor. He ls,
even his enemles concede, a fighter. He
s .scrupulously honorable in his own
way, although that way has not, In the
past, prevented him from using emer-
gency powers and appropriatlons for
quite different purposes from what Con-
gress intended. He hates crookedness and
despises false pretense, and we would
miss. a guess it as Secretary of Labor
he did not upturn enough of both quall-
ties to keep him forever on the war-
path,

It would be as great a mistake for
management to support his appolntment
on the assumption that he would give
labor wunlons the housecleaning they
need as it would be for labor to accept
him on the theory that he would tell
management where to get oft, If we
know our man, Ickes would go fiailing
wherever he saw what he did not like
and no squeamish considerations. of law
ar poll\\cal brotherhood wuuld restrain
him.

Old Tek as Madam Secretary of Labor
would bring new vigor, of a certainty, {o
that moribund department. For the rest,
Jet transgressors quake.

In the East, a sarcastit letter-writer
to the press asks what's nicer than
a dish of cafeterta prunes, sprinkled
with paper discs from the counterman's

punch, »

By Raymand Cldppa

. WASHINGTON
JPLEASE ofuse ‘the harping. but . everybody i

shaking handa with himself that thé war s being
won, which 15 all right except for the next thought,
which i that we can let down because 1t will soon be
over.

The closer we come fo victory, the more stutt
we will need to drive ever the knockout punch.
Tho point 13 1o try to explain why it fs you can't

be getting more sugar and coffee, nnd
other things that depend on shipplng, just be-
cause the war {s golng our way. The fact that we
are in actiog and are driving shcad means
more shipplng must go into supplylng the fronts,
hefice leso ohipping io bring you coffge, sugar
and some other things that nre swell hnve
when you can have them without getting in the-
way of the war.

For svery man we landed in North Afries seven
tons of shipplng. were required. For every man we
have there, we will need to set aside a ton and a half
of shipping to keep that man supplied,

Judge Patterson, Undersecretary of War, sald
recently that the North African expeditlon carried
more than 700,000 different items of equipment, in-
cluding bridges and locomotlves, From now on far
more than half, in weight, of the supplies that go to
North Africa will consist of fuel end lubricants, That
menns tankers, and less chance than ever for more
gasoline on the Eaat Coast for automoblile driving.

And It would help in this fomstry a fot if
the OWI and censorship shook loose with more
background on that kind of thing. The eleciion,
and the griping about gasoline rationing, show
that we are s Jong way from laking the war
into close terms,

We are coming Into the ime when casual-
ties will be heavy and when the expendlture of
war material will make far greater demands on
our civillan economy than we have felt thus
far. The gasoline griping zhows how ill-prepared

we ‘ate to mccept. these deprivations which aro
“till . ta ‘come ‘s we - go ‘decper :ltsithe: fighting.

"The impression I get- from looking over some.of

the ‘ British material  is:that they 'a¥e releasing /s
‘the " back<

ground of the war than we ure.
The - political censorship . which' hu beln going
on both here and in- London:is ;unfortunats,:-As

usually happens, you get the row anyway, and naw the =

British correspondents in the United Statea‘are com-
plaining about Amerlcan. censorship-of thelr copy o
political matters, and . American correspondenta ‘i
London sre complaining about Landon's political cen<
sorship on thelr dispatches to the United;States;: In

the course of the row the dirt comes out ahyway,'Nob
only is nothing gained: by this polltical umm'shlp g
but you butld up the suspicion on both:sldes of the:

Atlantic that a lot more political discussion:is. still
bottled

Instead of that kind of political oensorship,
weo would be putting in time to much r ad-
vantago prylng some things looss around  here
thst would help people understand the war, and
what it Is taking. Speeches lke that of Under-
necretary of War Patterson, describlng tho enor-
mous number of military ftems that went into the
North'African expedition, will do more good than
ll the polltical consorship that can. be imposed.

‘The kifig of information that Judge-Patterson
revesled could be provided about ruch of our war

activity, It would enable people to understand this
war in terms of the things that go Into it. If enough
of that were done, it would take the wind out of the
gripers who are trying to drum up opposition to guso-
Jine rationing and- other nccessary inconvenlences
caused by the war.

We haven't completed the selling Job on the home
front by a long shot. Washington i going to have to
dish out less hooey 8nd more facts before the fob
13 done.

The Hunting Season

—By Herblock

A Buey Government

Promoting Labor Disputes

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON.
RAC’I'ICALLY every important Government agen-
having anvthing to do with the vital ship-
bulld\ng end of the war has privately prolnsled m
Mr. Roosevelt against the action of his own
tional Labor Relatfons Board, {(not War Labor
Board) in the Kaiser Shipbullding ense.
©
none less than WPB's Donald Nelson,
dential Advizer Isadora Lubin, the Navy Depart-
ment, Admiral Land and his assistanis at the
Maritime Commlssion, They did not see how
anolher Gavernment bureau tould do this to
the war effort.

thero was one omployer and ene group of
unlonfsts n this war of production who have stood

out above all others, it iz Kalser and hils workers *

in three West Coast shipyards.

3t there are any 40000 workers in the eountry
whose contnuous and undistracted atiention to
their fohd s needed above ail the others in's war
where the frant lines in Africa, Guadalcanal and
New Guinea must be supplied dally across vast seas,
1t Is Kaiser's 40.000 men.

But here comes the Natlonal Labor Relationa
Board actually prometing = labor dispu
those yaeds. It accepled and ordered hearings
on a_complalnt made by the CIO. The yards
are 100 per cent unfon, all organized  under
AFL, with » closed shop. Not only that, but
they are producing efticiently, with such record-
breaking ~performances as the bullding and
completo equipping of & ship. bn elght days.

The only question involved {3 whether the CIO
should be allowed to muscla In on the AFLs war
business there,

The CIO slde of the slory 13 that Kalser had
to drop about 700 welders, wha were CIO mens
because they would not join the AFL, and that
the remnants of an old independent unlon of
welders, who went on strike out there a year or
so mgo. 13 GRU-AFL but must work under AFL.
il of, which 15 no doubt true,

The AFL says the weldng and CIO group
amoints lo no more than 3 per cent of the total
number of workers,

But if the percentage an 20, 40 or B0 per
sent, theee conld b no 1-

would agltate these surcessful workers st this
time in violatlon of tho Labor Htablilzation
Agreement for ahipyards.

the greab new Independent shipbullders in
this war, first to disappear by Government actlont
was Higgina In New Orlenns. He was 100 per cent
AFL and the country sang his pralses,

By Government direction, {shortage of metal,
they said) ho wan put out of the shipbullding
business, and mow he has sn sirplans contract.
Mr, Kalser's {roubles with the Government scem
to be following s simllarly pecullar line,

I anything was needed to finally -extinguish
the Natlonal Labor Relations Bonrd, shich has been
dend anyway since the war atarted, thla should be it

Up Goes Ickes N

Mesars, Blll Green and Phil Murfay were called
fnto the White House llke a couple of . walking
‘milltary secrets to get the news Interlor Secretary
Harold Ickes wns to be the new Labor Secrelary.
They went in the back doer,

Mr. Roosevelt did not nsk them about hin
choles, He told them, The iden, therefore, wan
the President’s own, which in all right in =
technleal way as the Cabinet s hlr personal
* buslness, although hils selections must be con-
flrmed by the Senale.

If Mr. Green hnd bis fingers llxhuy erossed
when he went out, he did not exhibit them. While
Ickes has seemed to lean CIOward in his political
actlvities, the AFL had no trouble with him when
he handled the Publle Works _Administration, deal-
ing largely with AFL union:

And, after all, the nnmlnlmrnt of any mals
adult would mean that the Labor Depnrtment of
this Government would cease to be a women's and
children's burean, and assume the importance of A
labor ministry, even if 1t did not handle manpower
and

Nevertheless, you will have to glve any po-
Hiical observer here Inrge odds if you want to
bet that Jckes, within six months, has not called
everyone in both the AFL and CIO every word
in the dictionary and a fcw more ho made up.

Either that, or he will give Labor auch a’thor-
oughly pollllcnl adminisiration as deprive the

mo, ie!
ousness involved In starting A hbor dispute that

any pretense of ]\ldlch\l attitugle
on the suhjccb—‘ur both,

Now you'll Juqt have to clean tp that cellat  With' |

2 man meter:inspector ‘it was different,” but .F'm:not
going to have'a woman seemg any:part-of my house
that dirty!”

Fafe And Frﬁnce

Sixteen Days

By Doraihy Thompsor

\ : ‘ WABHINGTOR, *

“Ta b, that:lo' tha  queston;
W'hethl:r 'uﬂ Blﬂu' tn' the i mind to suffer
'nu siings and arrows of outragous fortuas,
fo taka arms agalast n sea of troubles,
And by eppesing end them!”

not got it, find comfort as they may,
to theira,

T see In the sewmilling of the French Fleet the inovorabls eui-
some of & drama_of destiny, which, like all great dramas, developa
directly out of the character of the protagonists. I i a trsgedy,
Involring not- x -prince but n natlon, and on a seale that has not
occurred in hisory. It 15 a tragedy of indecislon, ending, ke
Hamlet In:suleide. .. .

Does the world not e that France has fallen for the eecond
time—and falfen ia.the second act, exactly as ahe fell in the first?
But the Second Fall ia worse than the first. For the first oc-
curred In & moment of despal

absolute necessity of decislon, to commit suiclde,

Since June, 1940, the French Fleet has been free to leava
Toulon. It has bren “free to Join the forces of Do Gaulle, tho
Hfe-worshipper, and not tho death-lover. For two and a half
years, this fleet bnder Admiral Darlan, haa besn speculating ac-
cording to various considerntlona: the consideration of France
Berelf: Can we by peutrallilng ousclves, savs a comer of
France . frozm : socapation?

The constderation of tha ofﬂcerl of the fleet, who regarded the

ships, not 83 an instrument of the Republic and peopls of France,
who bullt them, and to whom thev helonged, but as their own per-
sonal property. Thelr polley was not to expose this property to
the perila of war, but to hold It as an Instryment of personal power
and for bargalning purposes in the moment 6 peace—no matter who
might win the war.,

Not the reforming of the fleet in anticipation of such a eriiical
moment as that of November 11th, moved Petaln and Darlan: on
the contrary, they were moved by the above consideration alone.
They replaced republican officers by para-Fascist officers, that 1is
to say by officers who had the same considerations as those of
the Marshal and the Admiral. Thus, when Darlan suddeniy changed
sides, under the duress of events, whils Petain continued hia pro~
Hitler pollcy, the Indecislon became deeper than ever. Pulled in two
directions, the offlcers ©f Toulon could only assert the preposterous
notfon that the fleet was & soverelgn state, and neutral.

This neutrality Iasted sixteen days and ended in sulcide,

Let us try to imagine those sixteen days in Toulon, -

On 11th—the Y ol the
armistice of 1918—tho armistice of defeat wae®ended.

‘With it ended the illusion that one could buy the nemirabiy
of n corner of France.

But what #id not end was the conilnued iHuston that the
ships belonged to their commanders and were not inexorably ine
volved In the fate of:the nallon, whose lnnlmmcnl they were.

November 1lth th French Fleet was still free to loave Toulom
and thL for France. :And :the whols of France=all ths currenta
of French thought—must -have been represented in that fleet, from
the stokers to the:Admirsls, Among the officers an
wers  Petalnists, Fascists, Nazl agents, De Gaulllsts,
democrats, The Fleet was the France of 1940.

And as In 1840, the rifts were frreconcilable, Darlan, from Morth
Africa “invited" them to join him-without ever once taking a clear
stand for the Allies, without ever once saying a word against Eitler,
‘The mentality in his speeches was again that of neutrality-sail outy
get away—but for what purpose? Escape, not battle!

The Fifach officers, educated in Petalnist collaborationtzm,
U enterfalned the NMuslon of mewirality, They thought {ney
could escape destlty by doing nothing. Erom being as Instru-
ment, they reduced themselves fo n symbol But to what sym.
bol?  What s paralysis In the inexorable moment of decirion?
It fs denth. They chose death, And they got what they choss,

In thelr death there was grandenr—as there 15 grandeur in the
déath of Hamlet. They were not tralors ‘in their death. They were
men. But let us not calt it a happy ending., Let us rather be quiet,
filled with pity, and terror, and awe. In this war. destloy in ine
escapable, Act or you will die, s the lesson of the scuttiing of the
French Fieet.

And Y tmplore all those who speak fo France not to freas
thls awesomo event as  viclory. The mourning and despale In
France must be terrible hevond tears. Only It we can see the
real roots of the tragedy—if our Stnls Department can see the
rota of the tragedy—it all realize that the last remnant of col-
Jaboratlonlsm and indecislon has heen recelved by the clean
sen, then a new clean policy may emerge,

Our Darlan polley
the Fleet.

Let us give his due, his Just plges, snd our confldence to the
man who fighty to revive a twice defeted France: General De Gaullel

Communista,

i3 = continuation of what perished with

I ET THOSE who wish to regard the scuttling of the French Flest
4 as a victory, relolcing in the cold calculstion that Hitler has
My volce shall not be added

: the second in & moment of hope,
Tne repetitlon indicates = compulsion in thfs character to act as
it does to be incapable of decislon, and when confronted by the

Visitin® Arowmnd

TFhat Aln't Vaughn's Fauli~Tt Always Wan Vacant
(North Wilkenboro Hustier)

Miss Trons Walsh of Walmugs County s aceepted the position
2a elghth grade teacher In ihe Wikesboro Scheol, Miss Walsh In
taklng up the work mnade ¥acant by Mr. Vaughn Jenhlngs beiug called
to the Army.

Now, Supposn You Sit Down
And Start All Over Agaln
(North Wilkesboro Hustler)

The price, by Mr. Hoppera of the Laurel Speings community, for

pigs, 7 months old. Faland-Chuna betkshires, here [n a truck nttegding
the Wilkesboro Livestock Sala of R. P, Riley, Monday, was $6.

Tho Good Earth .o {
v(Jnnnl Ridge iam, Morganton News-Herald)

r. and Mrs. Dack wlumn&hn\i heen hauling ihelr cabbags end
polawcu for the past week.




