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U.S. Air Forces To Meet
First Big Test in Tunisia

bright Tunisian skies the worth
the U. 8. Amy Air Forces wili be
tested on & grand scale for the first
Neither British nor American crit-
nor limited action over Europe, in
Pacifie or in Egypt could answer for
es and the young men who
“them. But in the final phase of the
m for Africs they were flung into
$he erucible of a great struggle. And if
&y are found wanting the fall ot
Serte and Tunls, once considered an
hmmediate probabllity, may be months

‘Thé narrow crescent of Axis lines on
South shores of the Mediterranean ia
Backed, an hour's flight away, by major
in Siclly and Sardinis. Al the
that Hitler's Luftwaffe and M\:-
piinls alr forces can muster
wh.nf"m into the ares. When
Landon forecsst that a huge and costly
ik ‘duel was in prospect. it changed the
of the war in that theater.
‘‘full-scale clash between Axis and
; r means not only high

gasnt of coming blows across the narrows
Ttaly. It means that Birerte, in its
as formidable a fortress as Gibral-
ay be able to withstand & long
& At both Tunis and Bizerte, sizable
bays are at siake, and they
plicate the task of sttacked and de-
. Domination 0f the air is a pre-
fequisite of Allied vietory there.
Unable, apparently, to mateh the num-
cical ‘strength of the invading ground
the German High Command has
tared a stand through alr power,
that places the burden of proof upon
! . For the first time (except
taclated instances in the Aleutians)
de have been reports of the heavily-
A Lightning Interceptors in actlon.
newer Amerioan fighting planes,
tisheflown and U. S-flown, are mak-
thair appearance in large numbers.
Axis planes bomb our new bascs at
Algiers and Bone, and suffer under
e over the
{érain in the rear, Allied mechanlzed
olumns advance, thus far more than
‘match for Nazi tanks. Upstairs the
tile will be won and American pilots
untested in battle wiil answer the
ties of the planes they {ly. A keynote
struck by Lieutenant Colonel W. M.
m-of the Army Alr Forees, "Our boys
¥e never refused combat, angd they
e never been beaten in an acrial
pitile.” The boys are ready.

Hetause she was 30, and 0ld Buck had
Hed 1t so. the richest girl 1n the world
8 $10,000,000 more last Sunday to swell
v great wealth. There were, no doubt,
nds of people in the country who
ed at thelthoughts raised by that
1t scemed outrageous in thess
Hities for one person to have that much
money to add Lo all the money
#he had—and Dorls Duke probably would
have been the first to mdmit ft.
t almost at the same tune, as
h-'a next chapter in the unfolding
“sifh-of one of the world's great for-
tiined, the Duke Endowment year book
8 into the office. That was another
i'Bt the story of the mammoth wealth
ffttlated by = North Carolina farm
by in'the carly years of the century.
fhe lttle ycar book stated. for
jste, that almost $20.000000 of the
4 montes have been spent in the
linas between 1824 and 1942, for
1s and orphanages (216 of them,
“‘ehurches, superannuated Metho-
“preachers: needy families: four col-
nd uplversitles. The Endowment's
itients in Carolina state and myu-
holdings and in home-grown in-
ithough not philanthropies, are
g the public good,

-

the bequest of many millions
3 {amily may se#m archalc and
geritic; Bitt by any sotlo-econoiic
Ulidér:which we may e, the
sie Portion of Buck Duke's for-
52 the  Duke™ Endowment will
pAY AN imposing teturn W

g milllong but it will cer-
down; precletly as Old
\

the New Deal era of soclal con--

Bad Timing

The People Will Not
Stand for Squandering

We trust that all the people who are
shuddering in- apprehension of next
year's income and Victory taxes did not
miss it, and that all the people who are
setting aslde a brulsing ten per cent of
their incomes for War Bonds did not
miss it, and that all the wives of soldiers
and sailors, eking out an exlstence as
best they can, did not miss it, and that
all the peeple who ars hard up—and
aren't we all?—dtd not miss it, i being
Senator Claude Pepper's proposal for
the Federal Government to hand out
§300,000,000 a year to the states for
schools.

This' reflects an appalling political
misunderstanding of the times and shows
on Senator Pepper’s part a profdund con-
tempt for the financial burden which
the war has placed upon the Govern-
ment and which the Government in
turn, is about to case off onto_ the.peo~
ple, revising their standardé of living
radically downward.

Senator Byrd, hardly managing to con-
ceal his outrage, volced the protest that
the states were better able. than thé
Federal Covernment to finance their
schoals, and that, beside, the Treasury
aid not have the money. To thls Pepper
made a reply which was biithe and naive
even for & New Dealer. “The Treasury
cannot afferd,” he sald, “NOT to have
the money.”

Okay, Claude, but the money tho
Treasury can Jeast afford NOT to have
is that which goes for guna and tanks
and pianes, and once you let the people
of the country get the notion that their
war-wrung substance Is belng squan-
dered by the n Wash 6
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A Councilman Spoakhs

Rights Of City Government

Editors, Ter News:

Reference '8 made to your editorial in a recent issud
of Tur Nrwa relative te the Gity Counsils rejection
of the State Board of Health's Merit Bystem. I
quotc an excerpt fram a recent editorisl which
nppeared in the Sauthern Textile Bulletin ‘of Bept.
1, by none other than Qovernor Broughton:

“Many Governmental and ecconomic theorisia

would be delighted (o see (he Federal Govern-

ment have ' complete control  of educalion,
health, ngricuftural and other actlvities that
affect the lves of all our cillzens”

I note that you express yoursell aa in favor
of accepting the $20,000, thereby embracing the
Merit System which s a child of the Soclal Se-

curity Act. The ligures that I mentfon herein,
while  they are not  absolutely accurate, —are
correct.  However, it you wish to

under the auspices of some alumnus of
the Townsend Plan like yourself, Mr.
Morgenthau will have to manufacture
the money he cannot afford not to have.

Sisheap

Night and Murk Combine
To Blind « Driver

To Bolicitor John Carpenter, who,
driving along the Wilkinson Boulevard
near Gastonla in the murk of Monday
evening, ran over a pedéstrian and killed
him, The News hastens to olfer Its sym-
pathy. Few of us but who have had the
narrowest escapes of the kind, whose
eyes, straining to picrce the darkness
made Impenetrable by a saturation of
moisture ar’the glare of oncoming head-
lights, have suddealy seen a form ma-
teralize out of the vold, only to miss by
inches being run down.

The mishap In which the car driven
hy Mr. Carpenter ran over lhe pedes-
trian has been called an unavoldable
accident, and the circumstances clearly
support that opinion. The victim is
the chief loser, to be sure, but the driver
is a sufferer by reason of his Involun~
tary deed, and likewise deserving of
commiseralion.

$9 gracfFenbl

Iitler’s African Breadbasket
Comes Into Allied Orbit

One little item which may have been
rloaked tn the enthusinsm over mili-
ins in the conquest of North~
5 fond. The South shore of the
Mediterranran, far- from heing & deso-
late area of desert, has heen an (fiport-
Ant breadha Hitler's (Germany
sinee the fall of Franee, As far back as
1938 the area exporfed $285.000,000 in

products, most of it fondstulls,

At the start of the war, alimost before
Huler's armies had stopped rolling in
‘rance, that foresighted gent had sent
experts into North Alrics Lo speed up
preduction of wheal and ather graius,
Iinseed and’ oilve oll, meal and fruits.
Those vital spolis of victary he carefully
vouted around France, and three-fourths
of the production s aileged to have gone
nta hungry Germany. .

Thus, If Vice-President Wallace was
correet in his assumption thet fosed
wauld win the war, the United Natlons
have made a stzeuble haul, aside from
taking a springbeard for the final offen-
s In that stroke, 2 Dblockade was
drawn  tighter .abnut  Germuany, and
sgluable assels in necessary products
were diverted Lo the Allled *cause.
Immediately behind -the lnes and
bases from which the Axis must be
wrecked, will thrive an African food
Idduatry whose production 1n not only
no longer for the enemy, bul for our-
selves and our alles, N

quote them, you wlI nlease check to get the
identlchl amount. The City of Oharlotte appropri-
ated for this firenl year $130000 for the main-
tenanee of Its Health Department. It 18 my under-
sanding 1hat approximately  $3.500  would coma
through the Federal Government through the
State Board of Health and nbout $16000 from ths
Reynolds fund through the State Board of Health,
il we adopted the Merit, System.

I am of the opinjon that If this nyatem s
adopted, our rights ta local selt-government
will be impaired as it is evident thal whh
$3,500 of Federal Funds they will, by remote
teol. dirert the Mealth Department of the
Clty af Charlotte. 1 wonder if the Reyndlds
fund was establlished with the knnwledge that
it woutd be used as a club o force pelilical
sulimisston.

1 have net heard any two peopie who discussed

Wednesday

clplé involved.

employee without consuliing the suthorlilés in
Raleigh, and (hey did not conour, he would
have 1io relnstste the employss disohsrged,
which bolis down Lo Just ane conclusion, and
that Is, that Chatlntte pays the taxea for ihe
operation of the Health Department and Ralelgh
spends the money.

1 undeératand there was s salary schedule for

incrensed.  Conaisteney,

varlous positions and when they wern advised last
that many of the employees in our
Health Department were already recelving more
salary than the Merit Bystem schedule -permitted,
they stated thai they would not curtall any of the
salarles now belng pald but any of those that
were less than the Merit Syatem schedule would
hava ta Be
Jewell

thou art a
Therefore, by the increases we would have
1o pay deducted from the 820000 which we wovld
qet'if we aubmitted to their dlotation, would only
leave a net of approximately 816.000.

In conclugion théra 1a the queéstioh of ths prin-

vights for loral
ith best wishes and repards, I am,

Bincerely,

J. A, BAKER.

(Note:. Councilman Baker's position I3 en-

tirely supportable, although we do not azres

with it. 1US perfectly true that the Federal

Government, when il makes an apprapriation

of money (a (he states, wants to have some-

thing (o say aboul how and by whom [t shall

he

fhe Merit System coneur relntive (o s
T agrec that it ts #ight to have Lhose key positians
in oir Health Department flled by compefent men
whio have pas xaminations promulgnted by the
State Board of Health, but 1 can see no reason
why those admintstering the State Merit System
showld Instst upon clerks, stenographers. etc. pRss-
iR An examination as 1 seems fo me that our
City Manager could select competent clerks, stenog-
raphers, ete. From the meager knowledgé that T
have golten of the operations of the Stata Merit
System, they will have those that apply for posis
fions pass an rxamination and will in turn furnlsh
the City ol Charlotte with a number of namea
trom which they can select an cmployes to (I
the place. -

sed

You teadily see whal trauble would
ensue from a procedure ke this directed
from Ralcigh. In addltion thereto, in the event
the City -Manager wished to dlscharge an am-
.ployee, he would first have tn gei perilsion
from the Merit System authority In Ralelgh,
or il he asserted himself and dlscharged the

can

Fhe fard Wagy

be n Innur-
ance first cams Inlo belng, the New Deal forced
the states to sccopl St by Ihreatening 1o tax
them and uso the mesey elacwhore If they did
not come In, The same high-handedness Is be-
hind the Merit Plan. The Federal Govern-
ment told the stale it could have no health
monsy unless the stale required local govern-
menta to Install the Merit Plan.

(Rut the Merlt Plan s nol Inherently viclous.

n the cohirary, il hasethe virtue of belng
administersd accordifiy to laws enacted by! ihe
State Leglalature (at Federal insistence, {4 is
trut) and supervised by a baard ot fellow
North  Carolinfans,  What's more, the City
could have thrown over (he Merit Pian on tho
titteenth of any month, hence cauld not have
been hurt Jrreparably. And twonty grand is
twenty grand.

(B1), we conceds that Dr. Baker's position
is entlrely supporiabls, and we welcome the
apportunily to present hin- views on ihé eud-
Ject—Editors, The News}.

oy

We Will Run The World

By Raymond Clapper

WABHINGTON

e appotntment - of Gov. Herbert Lehian to
direct. reliet and rehabllitation of liberated ter-
tory siggests we have learnéd ong tmportant thing

from the fallure of the Leagus of Nations.

The League was an amblilous experimeni,
sprung oul of the Parls peact conference the
casy way Instead of belng bullt the hard way.
‘So i mever had realily behind it The League
wan & beautlful jdeal, like the crackpol dream
that Amperica could fet the rest of the world go
(o hell and not be dragged down with 1L Either
would have been sceeplable If it had worked,

can_abow.

in the United Nations getting together.
A year ago, hefore we went iato the war, the British
and the exiled governmenta 1
Inter-Allied

make Lhem fetter prodibérs—and’ in ihe end
farger canstmera of gonda:froni:iail manulaciure
ing natianh, Thia §s nol:»ifoup-kitchen pros
ect. S

If this plan s sdopted. why not
Jet Ralelgh take over the Polive and Fire Depart-
ments, and’ we would be thraugh, we would have
no need for a Olty Government.
linea of least resistance, the thing "o do would ba
accept the money, but I cannot reconcile myself
to the autténder of our
government
Wi

‘To follow the

nelfe

For the moment, thid will be largely an Amerl.

But before long -1t 1 probable that th§
work of Governor Lehman will: bdcome part of a
United Nations organization, the firsl practical. ga-
Ing piece of United Nations machinery to grow atib
af the war.

“This ia & fi8d In which there s lttle difflcully

More th

ostwar

an

n London created an

"This timé we ata making a less start,
but & more reaflalic one. Wa aré golng ai it like
a bullder, beginning with some solid foundation
stones on which, it 1s hoped, & durable and livabls
structure can be bullt in time, We are going at It
the longer, harder way. but that usually ls the aurer
way In the end, . .

We hegin In a modest way, by trying to meet
an Immediate practicnl need, the need of feeding
and supplying the populstions where we have taken
over in North Africn, They bave been hied by the
Axls, and left worse off than they were before, We
iops 1o leave them better off.

We will nnt anly feed them, but we will sond
them seed, fertilieer, and other (hlngy necded o
they can incresse their production. We will ob-
tain from them rerk, ollve oll and olher prod-
ticta we need anfd thun assial (hem gradually lo
become selt-supporiing localitiss, We will ‘s
phasize noi only reifef 'but the things that will

ing Inte the big 5)
progreas of tHa war and the end of it.

Goverhor Lehman probably will expand hls
Notth Afriean netivilies by headibg up the ac-
tunl work of thin Unief Natlons greup, It
would deal not aniy with 'Intcrim work, auch as
alding peopla In recovered terrilary, but would
prepare 16 gn inlo the trana{tion work af reatora-
tlan that will follow the end of the fighting in

urops,

Bir Frederick Leith-Ross,. chilet cconomic adviser to
the Britlah Clovernment, became chaiman of it
He hna been in Washinglon for some months work-
ing with our Government on relief and rehabilita-
* tlon plans, and has relurned to
and prepara the way for sstilig up the United Na«
tiona’ group.

London o report

This ia the patiern preferred here now, working

from tha smaller, Immediate urgent thing and growe
Y that witl Jome i the.
1t

happensin
t, by ll .the itioal ::
ot 1 : movementa. - Jt 18 ‘aleo watched
et m‘vlmmy‘ we need not only Kn’American’ poliey,” bit 4 - United
Let us lsave, for :the ‘moment, parsonaiitlés ‘out ‘of actaunt. Al
of the French Empire. .1t 14 & -de m"ﬁ'lne%f‘
fioe ehasuunlunlm&-pmot
It xv:nm\dmt& ;aau fall ca(‘ srennu goveimied - by . the
o8 An
people of that depsriment, natots, elected by the
We tave now lberated it. That Is to say, we 1
an integrai part of France itself. Ana tnero!-;e wh-.ﬁ.:r‘a :m
will bb considered » pattern for what we do for all France,  And
now the-questlon ly1 Are we golng 1o rile H? 1s {he t,
for (nstance, from long distance, going to aboliah Vishy iaws that
g:-:::-, not tike? Or, kre we going to restore the Consiituilen of
Everything Is made clearsr by taking a homsl . -
pose that the whole of the Uniteq Buunsware ow:p{ed‘ mle].‘yl.zhs.ug‘
Japanese. Supposs that these had Iound local Quislinga and Lavals,
who had abolished the Comstitulion and taken over the administras
tion, and wera ruling.. s Laval now is in all of Franch but Algeria —
by decrees, resting on Nazl-Jap bayonets. Now suppose that an Angloe
American expeditionary force had landed In Maine, taken over the
Government, And established themselves. What would they do politi~
cally? What call would they send out to the paoplé of Amerloa? Would
they arbitrarlly ‘pick an administrator, or would they then and thers
Te-establish the Amerioan Condtitution, govern under it, and anncunce
to the people of the natlon that legitimaté American governmen!
government of the people, had been re-established on one bit
Amelr‘lcln‘ ‘s:u?F . .
avel Is a Fasclst leader resting on German bayonets, and Darian
is a dublous leader resting on Amorican bayonsts, N
except expediency are involved In &ither case, s ¥o priaciples

1t Darlan’s autherity, secondly, In only established b; back-
ing of the United SHiates, it s, flrey, n»y mnc‘;‘hnuri&:g and
second has fully lest 1S Authorlly by the declaration of Roosevell,
forecasting Daflan's dooml. The people éf Northérn Afriea must
now astume thai Darlan will net remaln in power and therswith
his sutherity and usefulness vanish, -
1t {t was possible ta get General Olraud out of metropoiitan Franea
on¢ wonders why it was not itle to spirit & man I
{6°e there. tb. aeclare th dbw of Hberation. ke Morriol out,
The Constitution of France cafnot be restored plecemeal- and
the President of -tha United States, by demanding that. the Preng
coples of Nuremberg Laws be abolished and the Frées French priséhers
liberated. 1f it s golng t6 be restored at all —with all the legitimata
olp;:onunlueu for its modification —then it must be restored In Prin-
ciple,

No palicy can he made by rule of thumb, by improvisations
however brliflant. Tomarrow thers will be a prablem of what to
do with Libys. And, incidenially, what s the Congress of the
Uniled Blates doing? ‘The British Parliament, recognising that
& basls principle 15 invalved, ia debating 1. But the American
Col’l"i:“ can't tind anything better to do than filibuster on the
pol 3

‘The greatest political tasks of cur generatlon lie ahead of us. Let
us think about them.

Visitin® Arouwnd

Incldental Inteliigence
(North Wilkeaboro -Hustler)

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Campbell of Hiddenits, Rt. 1, and their daugh.
ter, Mra, Vada Hines. and her two children. Austin and Loube. wera
N the city Wednesdny shopping. The Repubiicans carried Alexander
County for the first tims in about twenty years.

Roy, Fix 'That Phonograph
The Nesdle's Bluck
1Cld Wtem. Lexlngton Dispatch)

Scveral of the farmers in the communlty have killed soma very
nice porkers the past week. There aré nevéral mors to kill but it
ceems there i a shortsge of hogs to kill this year, as some didn't
gét any pigo to fatten. It scems pigs are not very plentiful this year,

The Good Provider
ANorth Catawbs item, Lenolr News Topic)

Mr. R, P, Smith has bulll his wife a nice gralf house. She sure
in tickled becauss she can store away her graln for the Winter,

What's the Matter With
Mattie Ellen and Ruby?
(Richileld items, Concord Tribuned
Miss Mattie Ellen Wagner spent last week-end with Mlss Ruby

Rowland.
Roy Stoner of Newport Newa, Va, spent last Sunday with Misd

Pamela Oulp.

Now Thal Clears Up
Everything, Does It?
(North Wilkesboro Hustler)

Mr. and Mra, Von Perkins, Wiikesbore, have gone to east part of
Btata whers hf, and for saveral wedkh or months, has béen in &
defense plant and have closed thelr house (the- Winkisr residence) for
A month or six months, Mr. and Mrs Ray Kennedy, e having
heretofare been clerk in the sheriff'a office) have also gons to Ten-

ce. N

Side Glances

g
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pord. 1has BV NEA MERYIGR, BV, T M BEO. U\ 8 PAT, OFF, =
“Now don't go lelling the ‘guidé not ‘to shoot' if
we jump a buck-—remember we feed meat thix year,
and, our, wives. are fod up anyhow _on-our. storien of i
how wa:just: missed onel 2o




