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‘Axainst tnis _speoulation . two  drguments -
advariced:  First, ‘that we did not. have sutficlen

‘were
3
shipping, and sscond, that the cosstal defenses of the
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fralu, Pinned on Two Sides,
Becomes a Conquered Ally
Greaf t ‘and historic events, piled one
. &nother, . are crashing among the
Poopiss: of the Mediterranean, blotting
@t e past, shaking the present and
-the future. The train of events

colonial
Mlanca, Oran and Alglers were being Iaid

in planning future operations . , . We
have worked with the Americans like &
band of brothers.” That, as & plan, was
good éricugh.

While words echoed, armadas plowed
the sca, war squadrons flew Mediterran-
ean skies, There was & race for Tunis,
a race for France, a question in Spaln,
an unfinished incldent in the desert. The
tide of the war had turned and_sud-
denly assumed the proportions of a tidal
wave, For this and the promise it bore
it was worth the waiting, the carplng,
and the suffering.

Heroics At Home

Helpful War Legislation
By the U. S. Senate )
The Seuate’s consent to drop its

laat: man. But what was this gray
¢rossing the line into the Unoc-

for a full year's training of
the 18-and-19-year-old draftees before
they be sent into combat overscas was
a certainty all along, 'The Senate knew
when 1t the amendmen 1

tion heroles and that it A
chance to take it all back. Meanwhile,
this little exerclse In oratory has forced
draft boards to call many thousands of
married men months ahead of their
class, . and has denied the Army im-
mediate access to prime soldier material.

Of » plece with this striking of atil-
tudes (and let the war waitl} ia the
jooming controversy in the Senate over
the  bill, already passed by the House,
to ellminate the poll tax as & require-
ment in voling for President, Senators
and

& had been expected, the French
to: take their own course.

caught-the world In & new

t. It 1a almost like the begin-

ot ull over ngain, And, flung

bout th the vortex of the Mediterranean

Maelstrom {x all that remains of France.

.government, apparently, iz »

of the past’ By the fortunes of

forced by Americans, Gaul is no
divided iInto two parts,

ﬂmh Without Hope Pay Off
- In Opapiug of Final Offensive

Blogans which sald

egenerated to those

sadly proclaimed that we were
The Japs quickly hacked out a
Germans pounded at Rus-

h: Egypt. Everywhere there was
A _clamor arose. The people
d action, action of any kind. And

4t:was poon cold. Every man wes a

strategist, the Allled worid a

of back-seat drivers and grand-

‘eoaches, yelping for strength and

‘Behind the scenes Roosevelt and

the leaders, made thelr plans.

ding of the cries, though humanly

1 they held their peace and put
‘men to work,

fo.the U-boats” From
#ia, German alr strength was drawn,
AL Dombers have not been used.
were held for thia day of invasion.”
went on to Rusela while the plaints
Hheard, “Nineteen convoyn were sent,
‘major maval operatfon.”
‘lendera themselves blinded their
o avents in the making. "As to
we ralsed in Russlan
1t iseemed justifiable to decelve
people if ‘we decelved the cnemy as

cama:the blows In North Africa,

over all of Europe, “We

wide ‘encircling movement to
aiid 0 the : Mediterranesh
belly of the Axts to heavy

‘There will bé nibre action; soon.
 courss Wil be: made

Now, the poll t&x 1a an outmoded in-
stitition about o expire of ita own
fecbleness. Only elght states retaln it—

but they are SBouthern siatcs, and the

overriding - by Congress of thelr local
laws and usages can be interpreted only
for what it is—a move to extend the
franchise to Negroes In those states,
Hence the bitter opposition which South-
ern Benators are cookipg up to meet
1t and thelr threats to counter with ex-
tensive debates precluding the trans-
action of other inors pressing Senatorial
business.

It 1s, on both sldes, another case of
striking attitudes (and let: the war
walt!). The poll tax requirement in these
elght states is only a convenlent excuse
for one faction in the Benate to make
capital with Negro votera and organiza-
tions, and for another factlon to sound
the tocsin, always polltically potent in
the South, of white supremacy. Mean-
time, the transcending lssue of the hour
is the suprempcy of our arms overseas,
and it haa always been sald that unity
at home is a sine qua non of resistless-
ness in battle, This jam session in the
Benate will not contribute to that unity.

Wine And Water

The WCTU Runs Counter to’
Tﬁe War and a Superstition

In n Baltimore shipyard, 28 short days
after the laylng of her keel, was the
Liberty ship Will Rogers, all ready for
the launching that-woild send her toil-
ing the seas on the way to war. Four
school children from far Oklahoma were
on hand for the christening, In honor’
of their achievements in leading a metal
salvage campalgn. Mrs. Will Rogers was
there, prepared to smash s magnum of
fizzly champagne over the ship's prow.

Then, lke a Jjack-in-the-box, up
Jumped the WCTU. No, said that ven-
erable and herd-working soclety, Cham-
_pagne must not be used. It shall not
be used. The presence of those innocent
young children absolutely forbade .-
Even i they did not swing the bottle
of vintage wine, they would baf¥oo close
to it. Mrs, Ida Ramscy of Washington
sald: “They're just educating children
to come close to champagn: that way.
It's just the beginning”

‘Wherefore, up. rose also the Maritime
Commission, speaking for sea-wise sea-
men who had & strong position them-
selves, Thelr superstition that ‘the. use
of water In christening meant bad luck
for the ship led them to protest. They
would have none of such foollahness.

With the still-uniaunched Will Rogers
and the war walting, there came a dead-
Jock. The Maritime Commilssion held to
ita point, the WCTU held, too.' It was,
finally, up to the shipyard to decide.

:svv Mrs. Rogers swung the bottle of

the young

which burst b near

Germana wers t0p strong. o
situation ~
ship; .

.
his been clarified.
and we shall now have much mote, beca
greatly shorte our communication lines,
oo Jonger need to sail around the Capa of Good
Hope to the Near East, and that saves soms ten
thousand By the shorter way through the
Mediterranean, now Open to°us, W may save two
million tons of shipping for other purposes. .
The argument abeut the sirength of German
coastal defenses still holds good. But the outlosk
- has been changed. For from now on tions
about the invaston of Earope still range from
Norway to the Guif of Biscay, and, additionally,
from Bouthern France o Iialy and the Balkans.
And the Sonthern European constal defenses are
very
ur Notth African victory forces Hitler to
divert an incalculable number of troops, along all the
shores of the Medlterranesn, Ho has the choice,
elther to weaken hia forces aasemnbled at tha Channel

Hitler sald fn his speech, *T never will flec.”" So
he ix at least thinking about the subject. Just whers
would he fles to, one asks? Holland, like the Kalser?

Don't flee, Hitler. Stay right where you are. It
will take quits a time yet, but the cops are. coming.

Lose Sémething? :

—By Herblock

American Blits

Strategy In North Africa

By Paul Mallon .

B WASHINGTON
FHE North Afrlcan venture wias won by meticulous

planning, which caught the Nazia snd Vichy
French completely off-guard.

For a few days before the blow fell, the Axla radio
had been noting the presence of Brltish warships
inside Gibraltar, Bragglngly, it gave the names and
numbers. Only 24 Hours tn advance did it begln to
mention Incidentally the presence of an’ American ship
or two. - .

The Nazla thought the Britlsh were golng to

relntorce Malta, -whero suppllen *were Known to 4

Quly as an -afierthought did

bo running low,
posaibllily of what was to

they consider the
happen.

The British warships had salled up in front of,
the Nnz! spics in Spain with flags flying to practice
activities, which held Nazi attention while our armada
slipped through Gibraltar mostly at night—and mostly
undetected.

‘When Vichy, Rome and Berlin learned the plan,
1t was too late for them to do much. Reinfarcementsa
would liave to be organized first, then Cross
Medlterrancan and, by that time, we were in pos-
scaston of that sen. A good part of the, British ficet
was steaming around off the shores of Tunisla and
Tripoll to make thal even more difficult,

This grand deception wan amazing when you
consider the vast amohnt of planning and organiza-
tlon which went into preparations. A large number
of people had to bo in on the plan.

X s porsible some thought untll the last min-
ute we were golng inte Dakar, as the Nasls flret
dld, but thousands knew 6f the elaborate mlii-
tary, naval, ecemomic propaganda and interna-
tional political preparations which enabled us lo

rop leaflets over France, planes aver: North -

African mirflelds, troops onlo heaches, diplomals
into the varleus European ch-)’uﬂorle- at the
same moment, * o]

The move was organized even down' to atranging
for the Brazlilan Ambassador in Portugal to arrive
at the Lisbon Foroign Office there on time With

P

“Four ‘youthtul lives were theoretically

rulneld. But the Will Rogers ‘groaned
down the ways, and ita namesaske would

. have got"a belly chuckle out . of the

whole atfal

our
1t may have seemed to some that we bowed 00 .
low in explanations and assurances to ‘Petaln and
Vichy, in an'attempt to fustily our actiona, The facts
of the war justifl the campalgn, An enemy is an
) rever  found, and a formerly friendly

enemy
‘nation {0 captivity Ia not ‘due many explanations.

Authorittes here, however, thoughf they: were
sddressing thelr messages, not to Petain, whoso name
was at the top of them, but to the French peopls.

This success simply means wo' have, of: soon
will have, Aftica snd the Mediterransan=all of
b

ko Sidlly
vado Italy, a move advoonted repeatyly
than a yesr in this column:we:il8 fde
front. . :

assumpdion s, that we will
for more .
al wecond

s Afrlean shore, we

atisen for selzure,

ready—or hefore.

- That 15 only one fiity, . We will also
have fo re-take Crefe, Whefi': our pianes and
ahips are ready for the job;:This {s necossary to
nuility Nast bombing efiorts atound the Buex, and
make tHe Easltern Meditétrincan safe for our
trafflo. M .

But direct invasion of the continent across the
channel is not precluded, . Hitler's, weaknoss in men,
planes and tanks, which showed up conclusively in the
African campalgn, makes:a“channel attack look more
feasible. It affords the: shortest possible lne of
suppliea.

Vice-President Wallace, in his Boviet Day spesch,
Justified the North African campaign, on the ground
that it would open a shorter route of supplies to Rus-
sia. All it does in that reapsct is to cut the long
haul around Africa to the Persian gulf, thus lessening
the sea route some.

The Besphorus is still closed and German
occupntion of Groece makes that nirrow pasesge
unusable. Tha rall ronte up from Frenoh . Syria
zoes through Turkey, whose neutraliy mayfow
be drawn our way, but hardly enou; permit
Passage of war materials to Russia, |

The justification for thinicampaign ls the’ sc-.

quisition of buses for our plancs and shipa:{0-Kth at
the Axis and defeat it iplomints figure - out
others, but this {s the sound military one. ¥

A : L
4] ish you' could fAgure some way to bring. back -
all that yoting: girl soda trade that went:out:the win-
dowl:vhen your : handsome :male predecessor went to
war o o

Uncle’s Big Stick’

n ’ . 7 i .
5y KINGSBURY SMITH
In The American Mercury . *
EHIND the scenes In Washington s new world is being - pia
. 1f the plans materialize, you to be given &
try st runniig“the world. You are going to Uy to make 1t & betfer
world and ‘keep' it so. If you hink that defeating the Axis 14 the
- chief alm of the Government's foreign policy, you are going to get &
surprise. Smashing the Axis {5 only the beginning. American lead-
ership in world affairs, looking towards a pacific and prosperous epoch,
is the ultimate goal of those in Washington who are endeavoring to
design the shape of things to come,
Uncle Sam Is golng to help police the werld.
reas of the world. He hepes te have
the Brilish, the Russians and the Chiness as fellow cops, but It
they fall «asleep on the beat, Uncle Sam is going to-swing the
night stick alene.
The plans which are being made’ in Weashington, chiefly by
Department of State, rest on this basle idea:
countries which are now bound together under
Natlona shall form the organisstion of a Better World Order,
sssoclation of United Nations will have two maln objectives: .

1--To malataln real werld peace through the compulsery dis-
armament of the Axls powers and the polleing of the world, chief
1y by the Unlted States, Britain, Rumsia and China.

2—~To make In the i L that
no nation can afford to remain catslde.

e economic benefitd it is planned to offer the other nations

will include:

1—A system of open trade mmong the member nations, guar- .
nnieeing non-discrimination in commercial

2—A fair dlstribution™ts il member nations ef sufficlent raw °
materials to meot iholr reasonable peacetlme needs.

3 el i al for essentlal wuch
as pubile werl In thote countries which do not possess
the capltal for such development.

4-—=8irfet regulation of the supply of commedities ameng mem«
ber natlons so ns fo pretect the infercsts of consumer countries
and thelr peoples. -

In the sphere of political sscurity, the United States will agree
40 assist those member states which are engsged in forcible resist-
ance to unprovoked aggression, All other member states will be
pledged to do likewise, .

In.return for these benefils, the member states will ba called
upon to fulfiil the following conditions:

1—Guarantee certain fundamental human rights to thelr citizens,
guch as freedom of speech and religlon, freedom from terror, and
freedom from want.

2—Solemnly promise to settle sll International disputes by peaces
methods of arbitratlon, submitting such disputes to wn International
court of justice when direct negotiation fails.

Agree to & drastlc iimitation of armaments under sirlet in-

ternationnl control. .
The immediate objectives 1o be achleved after: the cessation of
hostilitiea and durfng the armistice perlod are to:

1—Dlsarm Gersiany, Italy, Japan and their saleliltes come

plately.
2= Prevent revolutlon from develeplng in the defested countrios
3—Acrange swift relicf measures for the devastalod war areas
In all countries, Includlig food and clothing for the people.
i—Avold tho demobilisatlon of the armles until provisions
have been mado for thelr roturn te peaceful employment.
5-Make sure the cossation of hpstlltles wiH Dot be followed
by » contlnuation of economic warfare, .

Why And Hosw
Censor’s Code

“Ihis is one In a series of articles selting forth the ‘provisions
of.the U, 8, censorship cods as previded The News by Byren Prics,
Divector of the Office of Censorship, - We feol that it will answer
virtually all' quentions asked by readers about news in Wartime—
Edltors, The News.

8, Produciion -
"The voluntary censorship of code requests that it be-left to the
. Govornment to decide when over-all production figures or new milis
(ary experimenta are to bs announced, or what detalls of war pros
ductlon methods can safely be published. It is requosted also that
*nothing be sald about sabotage except on authority.
A major purpose of the Axis war effort sgainst the United States
1 to cripple or slow down our war production. We are short of cer=-
tain matorials and of certain implements of war. Enemy spies and
saboteurs try desperately fo find out what matetials are moat critlcal,
and at what point the production process la most vglner-bla‘

The Atmy and Navy are oarrying out a {remondous program ef
experimeniation, Designs are being changed constantly In the
1ight of experience, Bome of these ohanges mre revolutionary.
is best (hat the enemy learn about them first, ss & surprise, on
the fleld of batile, -

10. Weather .
THe voluntary censorship code requests that only the most re-
stricted information regarding weather forecasts or weather conditions,

be published
weather moves frém West to East with & few varis«

Tnlted Gtates
ttons, Meteorology hms sdvanced to m polnt where scraps of cwrTent
weather information from as few as thres well-separated weatorn points
can aupply the basis for -excellent forecmsts of tomorrow's weather in
the Enst. N N
Xt hai long since been eatablished that meteorologists setve

as wenlor officers on enemy naval crafi in the Atlantlc, A few’

arops of rain at El Pako, high winds at Kansy City, and n snows

fall in Detroit will indicate to enemy ships which part af the coasd

will_have rough weather or fog:a day or twe later, «
11 Rumers P L

“The-ipread of ‘rumors In ‘suich ‘s way that they will be sooepted
#n facts" " saya’-the voluniary cenaorship code, "wlll: render akd and
comfort to-the'ensiny, - 'The “same .1a iriie.of ‘enemy propagands. or
mlunllNcllcull.’dd by, the ‘enemy . to -bring ‘about "divislon : among. the "

ntions.’ ‘
*Any - nation “which' prides itaslf ‘on’ freedom  of ‘speech  wiil: by
target .tor: divisionist : propagands, : i i :

Tt 187wall;, eatablistied - that “Axis. propaghnda I seeking  not “only
;an‘dccﬂ‘v:uy us;but : o7 divide : the - United Nutlon{n #oolally;:: politically,
. false Yeporis are originated without vioious intent. Mpny
oth ireulated deliberately by the' etie) 1 guch: reporta: fuss |
ba:carafiilly ‘sorted:over: on:news: desks, W M i L




