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Foxy Stuff
tate Dept. “‘Agents” Were
‘There for a Purpoze

Let 1o one say agsin that the U. B,
Iute Department doesn't know there's

#war on The.'bright young men” in
Mr:: Hull's émploy have not only been
@eceiving : their  fellow countrymen by
sty apparent  solicitude for Vichy-
‘france, they have been pulling Plerre La-
Wal's : plentiful - eyebrows down to his
fowls. Protocol,”this once, gave way to
dirty  detective : work.

Aloudicry went up when the State
Department ahnounced that It had con-
‘#ented, /¢ Vichy's supplication, to supply

ofth Africa certain foodstuffs and other

<military gooda, People sald, why glve
t‘hé traltorous: French . masters supplies
which they  will :surely forward to the
xnm And‘when - Weygand, who had

Moroceo, . waz kicked out, removing

Inst hopeful -doubt, people cried that

the  Btate Department was. ohtuse. The

te: Department, - liké - the. Tar Baby,

said ‘not 'a word, but, like old Br'er Rab~
bit, tncw ‘what it was sbout,

“The arranigements for supplylng North
Africa’ made : necessary there, in addi-
tioh' to'regular consulates, the services

special American representatives. They

Aye ot been idle. According to a dis-
patch’ from - Washington:

“These men, all conversant with the
Prench’ language and specially selected
for:their sbility ‘to gather and sift all
manner; of : vital : information, played a
sompiicated “role during the period of
proparation for lster mititary action.

otalled

ro-Axis or anti-

Axis leanings of mups :and Individuals,

“The’information collected by these men

ds:now ‘at -the service of the AEF In
Rortn - Africa.

Somsthing went on here llke the ac-
t young  “tourlsts” who always pre-
ceded: the Nazi'military machine into
forclgn countries, and like the 'busi-
agents” Ribbentrop deployed where
found them most useful — despicable
practices,” both; ibut highly useful in
time of war. And -the U. 8. State De-
pi.mnmt knew ‘all along, it develops,
thaat we ' were nt WAT.

T o Str:lws

isdictional Is Only k
Word for Petty in These Times
-Once ‘more making a mockery of the
nion :Labor pledge to devote itself to
sicrifice ‘and work for the war effort,
dfrosponsible :Jeadership has proved to

Both’are of jurisdictional nature, both
wers called on the basia of inconsequen-
Hals.

. On a short rall lne in Ohlo, determined
0 keep -the materlals: of war flowing
between blg plants, the Army has taken
UAfter the belilgerent District 50
‘the Lewis family’s United Mine Work-
had struck the line and at least onc
war plant on its tracks, the Government
sould ‘walt no longer.

The:case boils down to a protest of —

Taflroad men over the alleged dismlssal
‘of ‘an’ unspecified number of employees
who have not worked for the road since
bor : Day, 1835. The Lewls “over-all”
ssction, the aim of which is to organize
&l fields -of .labor not controlled by
UMW, gave 4 new bit of evidence of
e’ stature: in obstructing war produc-
tioni by digging up an obscure sevens
year-old grievance, <
In Detroit, a’ sympathy strike called

‘Army and Navy, a large part of the
‘armament’industty (15 dependent. The
girike’ was’ called becnuse four union

berd were elected {rom a plant
-White taking part in a unfon squabbie

w10 .

plants were closed cvern)gm nnd

howcvm‘, i AHII

l’abv Board: wm prw:t!ce what st

Hd 10X the  boys all
Hiing for the weaporis

Poll Cats

Election Irregularities Must Be
Controlled, or All Will Be Lost

North Carolina's electlon laws, having
been the sublect of reform and still
the object of the state's attention, are
no more perfect than any other group
of man-made statutes. But the treat-
ment they apparently received in the
elections in Watauga and Ashe Coun-
tles last week makes them loom like
monuments o better government. From
sll Indicatlons, in the cases of missing
‘ballots, new registrations and vanishing
poll books, there has been fraud.

‘Today the State Board of Elections, an
exceptionally able body with a penchant
for thoroughgoing investigation, will
delve into the mystery of Boone's 312 or-
phan ballots. There s every reason to
belleve that, fraud or unhappy chain of
accidents, the question will be :settled
to the states satlstaction. Under Chair-
man W. A. Lucas, the Board: hss o

Ing of Democracy are so leolited and/ob-

scure as to seem of the'least importance
in these times — even - though several
county offices depend upon . the-board’s
findlngs. More spectacular miscounts
have risen before and will rise again,
But let it be remembered that such in-
stances, occurring at a time when we
are devoting lite, love and labor to
fighting for government by the consent
of the governed, simply make & mockery
of our efforts.

And, if not rigldly controlled, the prime
process of Democracy may deterlorate to
such an extent that it might on@ dny
cost us every whit as much as the
losz of a global war.

Afder Bfe

Stippery Admiral Darlan Now
A Pawn for American Use

“On dit que Dlen est toujours pour
les gros bataillons”

Voltalre, who wrote those words in
1770, was assuring a friend, and later
the world, that God 13 always on the
slde of the heaviest battallons. Bo, this
week, 13 one of the great philosopher's
countrymen, Admiral Jean Francols Dar-
lan. An Amerlean captive In Alglers, he
18 belng fawned over for all he is worth,
Because U. B, commanders are giving
him the "consideration due his rank
and honorable career,” one suspects that
our aims are to cultlvate the friendship
of the No. 2 man of Vichy. From the
record, that won't be hard to do.

The iittle Admiral (also Minister of
Defense and Vice Premler until Marshal
Petain assumed command yesterday)
rose from cbscurity through a policy of
unprincipled vacillation. He was de-
seribed a year ago &5 “a men with the
principles of & cat” one who glibly
shifted his politics, pandering to the man
in pawer at the mément. The Gallic
windvane was obliging in turn to Bium,
Chautemps, Daladler, and then Hitler.
He made progress.

On the night France collapsed he
put on such an orgy of eating and drink-
ing In a Bordeaux cafe that many of
his officers resigned - in shame. When
the Germans took over he was ready for
power. A rich man through inheritance,
& wearer of the Grand Cross of the Le--
glon of Honor (which he had voted
himsell;, he suddenly became an Anglo-
phobe—and it could not be lald entirely
to the English bombardment of his
fleet at Oran. o

1939, when Hrittania still .ruled
the waves, he was an English-loving
man, spent so much time reviewing the

"British Navy that he was accused at

home of renouncing French naval poliey
- and supremacy. Bui when.he conald-

ered that the Britlsh had lost. their
power on the high seas, he pivoted swift-
ly. Of Dunklirk's tragedy he sald: “That
was glorious. 1 also remember Oran.

That was shameful "

Some time after an audlence with
Hitler in Berchtesgaden, where he was
a popular guest, he was out with hls
new theory tallored to the mement:
“Fhe Germans arc more generous and
underatanding of the needs of humanity
than the Engltsh.”

Now, a pampered prlsoner of the

United -States in Algiers, hia command ',

gone and hls territory surrendered, he
has a golden opportunity to .conquer
new flelds by making big eyea at Amerlca
ard her power. Under present condi-
Uons, a new shift of the Darlan emo-
tlona can do us no harm, may do us &
great deal of good so for as the French
Navy 18 concerned. In this cabc. the
heavieat battallons are Amerlcan, and so
1s:the bald little man who la the blithe”
spirlt of grolatile France.

. of the Baskervilles” three times.”

Hull Knew Something -

We Bought Safety

In Africa

By Rny'mbmi Clapper

WASHINGTON

]'H THE State Department it is felt strongly that
our polley toward Vichy, and partleularly toward
Vichy-centrolled colonles fn North Afrien, §s resulting
in saving American lives in connectlon with the
present occupations.

At the time France fell it was hoped that
French resistance might be continued from North
Africa. That did not materlalize, But Robert Mur-
phy left the American Embassy in France to go to
Alglers as American Consul General to attempt tho
tnsk of holding French North Afriea friendly,

In February, 1941, he negotlated the agree-
ment with General Weygand . which permitted
the Freneh colonies in buy somo clvillan ma-
terlald in tho United States. Four French ships
were used in thise traftic.  They carrled to
French North Africa clothing, cotton cloth, sugar,
tea, kerosehe mnd coal. Since Maveh, 1941, three
tanker londs of kerosene, low-grado gasoline and
small-engine fucl have been delivered, The French
shipa brought back some necded war materlals
such as cork, tartar and red squill, a common
rat polson which has more Important mediclnal
usea now. Two of those ships are in New Or-
teans now, where they have been sinco August
walling for clearance,

The Amerlean goods did not arrlve In lnrke
quantities because of numerous difficulties. But
the, United States was allowed to malntaln super-
visors in French North Afrlea, and the distribution
was made with its propaganda value {n mind, Wo
were ruthorized to check for oursclves to sce that
none of the goods fell Into Axls hands, In the pro-

Hme The Pawrk

Just Twe

cess wo made many contacts, legmed who coulll be
counted on to be sympathetie, and probably simpli-
fied some of the problems for the occupying forces
that are nrriving. It 1s more than colncldence
probably that Algiers, the administrative center of
this work, nccepted the Ameriean Army forces with
only brief and minor reslstance.

The push on to Tunis which will be necessary
in order to advance toward Rommels rear and to
come closer to Italy will be made easler to the ex-
tent that we huvc made friends in the French
population,

Tunia 13 about half French and half Halian.
Axls defeat fs essentisi If the French population
there fa to remain in control. Thercfors wo
aro likely o havo friends there, President Roose-
velt’s npecial messago fo the French authorltles
at Tunls, asking them to allow us o go through
In pursult of the common enemy, Is prompted by
tho belief that we do haye frlends there, won
by our past policy of asslstance.

The Stato Department and the milltary were
collnborating closely In the Vichy pelley. Sec~
retary Jiull followed it In ihe faco of much
popular eritielsm.  For a timo there was doubt
about It in some ether quarters In, this Govern-
ment and ameng the Brittsh. As plans advane-
ed, these doubts pretty well subsided and the
practical valuo of tho polley was rocognised.

Perhaps 1t all worked out in the best possible
way. The Government did what 1t felt would help
the mctual operatlons. Popular criticlsm of Vichy
made unnecessary any eflart to sell the country fn
favor of now riding roughshod over the Laval crowd,

Emngl

By Saki (H. H. Munro)

(From the short story, The Romancers)

T was autumn In London, that blessed season be-
tween the harshness of Winter and the insinceri-
tes of Summer; n trustiul season- when one buys
bulbs and sees to the replstration of one's vote, he-

licving perpetually n Spring and a change of Gov- -

ernment.

Morton Crosby sat on a bench In n secluded
corner of Hyde Park, lnzily enjoving n clgarette,
Out of the corner of his eye Grosby alio noted
with rome Interest the Dhesitating hoverings of «
huntan figure, which had pnased and repassed his
seat two or three times at shortening inlervals,
Inevitably the figure came to an anchorage on the
bench, within casy talking distunce of #ts original
sccupant.  The uncarcd-for clothes, the agaressive,
grizzled beard, and the furtive, evasive cys of the
new-comer _bespoke the professional cadger.

For a wlhille the now-comer fixed his o
in front of him in a strenuous, unseeing
his volce broke out with the Insinuating inticetion
of one who has & story to retall,

“It's a strange world," he said,

“As far as Xk am concerned,” sald Crosby,
“the sirangeness has worn off in the course of
36 years,”

“Ah sid the greybeard, T could tell you things
that you'd hardly believe. Marvelous things that
have really happened to me.”

“Nowadays there 15 no demand for marvelous
things that have really happened,” said  Crosby
discourngingly; “the professtonal writers of flotlon
turn these things out so much better. For instance,
my nelghborn - tell me incredible things that thelr
Aberdeens and chows have done; 1 never liaten to
them. On the other hand. I have read “The Hound

rMRhf.

The greybeard moved uncastly In his seat; then

. he opcm.-d up new country,

e JL that you are a
tan, g m» obscrved,

“I am a prominent and T think 1 may say
Influcntial member of the Munsulman community
of castern Perata,” sald 7. making afl ex-
cursion himself Into the realms of fiction.

‘The greybeard was obviously disconcerted.

“Persia. I should never have tiken you for a
Perstan .

“I am: not.” sald Crosby;
Afghen,

“An -Afghant™ sald the other,
wildered allence for a moment.

“Afghanistan, Ah! We've had some wers-wlt
that country; now, I daresay, instead of fighting n
we might have learned somcthing from it A very
wealthy country, I belleve. No real poverty here”

“It possessen, nevertheless, a number of highly
talented ‘nnd Ingenfous beggars” Crosby safd
“If X had not spoken o disparagingly of mar-
volous thifiga {hat havo really happened 1 would
tell you the atory of Ibrablm and : the mrn

Yy

professtng Chrls~

“my father was an

smitfen Into be-

camel-loads of blotting- v:pnr

gotten exactly how It ended.

“My own iife-story s n curlmm one,” maid the
stranger, apparently stifling all desire to hear the
histery of Ibzablm; “I Wwns not slwaya as you sce
me now.”

»We are supposed to undergo complete change

in_the course of every seven years,” sald Crosby.

“I mean I was not always in such diatressing
clrcumstances s I em at )ﬂcscm" pursued - the
stranger doggedly.

“That sounds rather. rude” sald:Crosby. uuﬂly.
“considering that you are at presentitalking to
man reputed to be one of the most

Also T have for-

" were for ms. Not &
th

¢ o gigeling
nudging ona lnalhex' ns:he unme'red down tha .me. With' xmt‘
dignity, ho:would: soat: himself :sad,: after : adjusting : his ‘cont and
phclnc':sl.s hat nndar um 588t he woulq take hlnd!nl ‘of candies
*from his_ pocks

They wera lmpomd cnndmr p*ped n -w!ored p;per: 'rhny
boxful, not s beglul, but a hnml\.\! Ho didn't send

either;:he them ta-mo over:the

e
footlights.

Wl And Hosw
Censor's €0de

" This Is“one In s scries of articlea sotting forth the provislonn
of the U. 8. censorship code 53 provided The-News by Syron Price,
Director of the Office of Cenzorship, . We feel that it will snswor
virtually ‘all questions asked by readers sbout Rews in.wartime—
Edltors, The-News. :

5. Enemy Attacks
The voluntary cenzorahip Cods Tequesta | thal’ only' ‘officlal - states

-ments be published regarding J: the .sinking or damsging of ships from

war causes; or regarding other enemy damsge . to.military; objectives
such .83 docks. rallroads, -airficlds, and war planta:

The less?thé ‘enemy knows about-the . effectivensss’of ‘his guns,
bombs, and torpedoes the less solld ground he.wili have for planning
future attacks.

Enemy _forces oftén’ are odt “of communteation with ~ thelr
basesn Very often they ‘will not know what pelnts’hava’ been
Ift vulnerable unlcss somoone tolla them. B

Detalled stortes svout ship simkings, taid. by warvivors and
others, can do Immense rmation . About . eargees @
Geatinations ‘it form an Index to our supplios of iratepla mac
torisle. Informatlon about tho proclso offest of ‘terpede hits . will
tell the cnemy how cffeotive his weapons. are.

“It 13 the hope and expectation of the Office of Cenmhlp
says the Code, “that the columns of American publications wili re<
main the freest In the world, and will tell the story of our nationsl
successes and shortcomings accurately and in much detall”

6. Alr Altacks

The voluntary censorship code asks that nnw!pﬁpcrs publish only
offlcial statements during a rald; and that the greatest care be taken
efterward to exclude unconfirmed reports and sensationallsm,

It may bo assumed that any air rald on continental United Biates
would beé designed for morale rather than milltary effect. If the enemy
can spread panic, he will have accomplished his purpose,

An attacking plane usually fliea high and cannol always be
certain of ita exact route or locatien. It the enemy is teld that
his planes were on the target or off the target, or that they fol-
lcwed this or that route, he will make good use of thmt Inferma-
tion next time. :

It n rald comes, tho clty under attack will be-gctially in" the
war zone. Many things representing good Judgment in ordinary cases
will not apply at such a time and place.

. Planes

The voluntary censorship code requests that nothing be sald ex-
cept on offlcial authority regarding the dispositlon, movements of new
charncteristica of our fighting planes, or the actlvitles af the Civil
Afr Patrol or the Ferrying Command,

With o much of this war belng fought in the alr, and so
many battles tarning on atr support, #t Is o more than common
sense to ha extremely cautlons sbout every disclosure relating to
olr forcea, -

Plencs and thele nmament and equipment ero belng changed
conatantly as s result of and sclent
The tempo of these changes will vitally affect the outcoms of
the war.

Our planes will bo kept flylng nnd will be able to surprise and
cripple the cnemy moro 11 public of
and other detalls i3 Kept to & minimum,
8 Fortifications

The voluntary censorship code Fequeats that the location and naturs
of fortifications, bomb shelters and camouflaged objects be kept out of
the-news excopt as announced offictally.

Tt atanda to resson that the more the enemy knows about the strong
and weak points on our coast lnes, or about the number and location
of our anti-alrcraft guns, the better he will know how to attack.

In this.global war tho tere news that the United Stales.in set-
ting up defonsca at varlous pointe of the world will call atieation to
expoctod oporations,

Even if many people sce samn of these forilfications, hat ‘dogsn't
prove that the Information has reached the cnemy, Actually the
cnemy Is thankful for small bits of Infermation,

One cnemy agent may sce a part of the plcture; but if every news-
paner presentt a part of the pioture, or If radlo atations broadcast perta

it will be casy for the encmy to put the pieces logether. ~That 1

what his inteligense services are for,

Side. Glancgés

tionnifsts of the Afghnn border.”.:
“X dor’l_mean, in_that ‘way,
beard hastlly; “I've. been very: mel
in your conversatlon, I was alindifg
fortynate tinancial situstion,
believe it

would help o alrnnxcr s 5 1 cout

“if someons, lke me, for. lnxtance. who wlu in
undeserved difffculties, asked & ltmn 0f . that town
you &peak of & small;loan it m aver & few
ays'  Impecunlosity — five shlmng perhapa 8
rathor Jarger sum — would i Wm kl him a5 »
matter of course?”

“No one who haa lived:in /'t zaid Crosby
fervently, “and remombers :ita g'recn hills covered
with spricet and almend:iressiand. the cold
water that rushea down:liieiaicaress from th
uptand snows and dashes under: the little wooden
bridges, no one whaoiremombers . these things
and treasures the memoryiof:them would evor
glve up a single one:of:ila;unwrition laws and
customs. To me (hey aro. as:binding as though
T still lived In that haHowed heme of my youth,”
“Ther #f T wan .ta ask:yol-for ‘& small loan-"

hegan- the greybeard fawningly, bdxlng neprer on the
seat, “if 1 was 1o nsk;you:for,: say—"

“AlL nny other {ime,:certainly," sald Croab;
the months of November and December, however,
it is nbmlulcly (m‘hld(l:n ror anyone of our race to
glve ar ve foans or g

But IL s still ocmbcn . xclllmed the adventurer
with an eager, angry whine, as Croshy rose from
Dfs seat; "wants clght dayn to the end of the month|"

The Afghan November began . yesterday,” sald

Crowby soverely, and in another moment he  wan
striding - neross the Park, leaving . his recent com-
panlon scowling,

“f don't bclh:ve a word of his llory.“ ho chat-
tered to himsclf; “pack . of nasty -iles from :be
ginniog to:end. . Wish I'd ol Mm %0:ta his
face, . Calling . blmsolf . an - Atghan!

“The ' “snorts . and anarls . that -escaped rrom,hlm
for the:next quarter of .an-hour  wont:Iar:ito’sup-
port the:truth. of “the old snymz thn Lwa ol 2y
irade never sgree,:

AL

“liyes; 1 enjoy. working in the wﬁr ‘plantl There's
nevor-] of :ua* Young :lawyers:onithe:night ‘ahift
fwe ~have some: zrent Argumental"




