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Laurinburg Just Misses It

#An of truck laden with 4,000 gal-
ns of gasollne caught fire in Lau-
g's Maln Street ¥ , and

“And if the dam had been
waut at ‘Tuckertown, farther up the
Yiver from Badin, isn't it lkely that
the' damage ' would- have - halted- &
gobd ‘deal higher up, too? Isn't it
qulte possible, Indeed, that the two
dams together wouid make such an
efficlent flood: control agency as to
have halted it as far up as, say, Da-
vle County, anyhow?

A Ju}liar President

It may not be true, and even if 1t
undenlably were we’ wouldn’t say It

generally held is that the President’s

the “another one with Hearst,” just
missed getting his father into hot
water over that alrplane contract
business, and of course his Reno dl-
voree didn’t help the old man any.
James, the eldest, has given a first-
rate exhibition in contortions by act-
ing a8 his father's standby and
swinging on to his foat talls simuita-
neously, James never amounted to’
a great deal before 1932, but in the
last twelve months hlis rise has been
rapid. First he becama‘ by Execu-

extinguished only because the
ver remained cool enough. to drive
ap tu ».bydrant and call the fire
g ment before the flames hid
¢ to spread.
But suppose the driver had.not re-
sined cool? Suppose he had done
natural thing upon hearing that
Aming death was flaring up be-
him, had leaped from the cab
left the truck to Iis own de-
?: It 15 not beyond probability
& Laurinburg's business district
have bheen largely destroyed.

bumed to death. That is the
sbout these trucks —
explosion, but flre: swift, wild,
ng:fire, which once it is well
is*totally impossible of con-
‘The"thing i3 bad enough In
‘opon country along the great
highways of the 8tate, which
veritable plpe-lines. But 1n
=

15 some comfort, at least, that
Jotte’s - fire -department has
the City to enact statutes
ng the movement of these
ding potcnual tomheu through

tive

Colonel in the Marlqes: then as-
sistant to an executlve clerk in-the
White House office: then, at $6,000
& year, & Presidential secretary; at
$10,000 a year, the same; and now a
“coordinator of the executive work
of independent government agen-
cles”” His job will be to conter with
agency heads and together with
them decide what to do about such
matters as the President need not
be bothered with,

This {s a wholly senstble proced-
ure, and we must be careful not to
let an Instinctive repugnance. for
nepotism stng us Into saying some-
thing merely unkind. At the same
time, the functions of the indepen-
dent agencies — Federal Reserve
Board, Federal Power Commlssion,
Civil Bervice:Commission, CCC, ICC,
AAA, among & dozen others — are

plme ‘of security we covet
Sl thie Orcheatra opens 'its

abnmny when you atrive at Stanly |

L ay GRS donnson
WASHING’!OH, D O.-The'A. P. car-
ries. s 'story ‘of ‘a’London cartoon

Eden saying to Mussolini: v
“Benito Mussolinl have a carel You've
runed the woman I love (Democracy)i
., klled-my aged moth~

sunk the British
Fleet and zet fire to
the Empire — but
bewars. Some day
you will go too far.
That 1s much
graver than a politi-
G|l foke. Thers 15
Ysurely some point
beyond which England and France will
not permit Mussolin] to go in the Medi-
terrancan without a fight. When Great
Britain took the unprecedented step of
concentrating the whole British Fleet
around -the Red and Mediterranean
Beas as & threat against the sefzure of
Ethiopla, T got way out on a limb and
predicted cither that Benito wowdn't
dare or that If he did, the British would
blow him out of the water.
. .
SHE'D WIN AT BEA
That guess was made on what I
thought was good authority. It turned
out wholly wrong. France,wouldi't take
s stand and the Britlsh Admiralty re-
ported the concentrated fleet not ready.
Britain ate dirt. By pecks or spoonfuls
she has been eating it ever since. Never
has she long taken that diet.
The whole situation is very different
now. France has no future apart from
England. Every ounce of British effort-
in the meantime has been centered in
getting the fleet ready. I know of no
naval or military authority who does not
believe that, if and when Mussolini “goes
too far,” the combined French and Brit-
ish navies could sink everything that files
the Itallan flag on the Mediterranean—
and do It with despatch,
PRI
HITLER I8 THE JORKER
Consldering that and that alone, what
would happen to Farcilsm? Mr, Musso-
lini's ventures in both Ethiopia and Libya
afe hostages to this forpssesshe mill-

about the most important of the ex-
ecutlve branch of the Government,
and it Is an open question whether
Son James was chosen, to coordi-
nate them because he was:the best
man 1n sight or because — $yell, be«
cause his father wanted to::bring
him along politically. - Assistant
Presidents are one thing, t.e Junior

‘from vone mystery to an-
that“any of you chance to
your handkerchiefs or your

betier quit — or, &t any rate,
‘aren't gelng to quit it you

hing for his hip pocket. Where-
:said Roy, he killed the General
-defense, even though it 1s of
d:that the General having
d for his hip pocket (in which
wax ‘nothing but & handiker-
turned and ran away as hard
2ging legs would take him.
you - have it, then. Reach

mcky, but it seems to be the philos-

¢ ophy of a sufficlent number of. Keri-

ckisins to make Roy Garr believe
can save his lite by pleading it;

Floods and That Dam
Day before yesterday waters plled

inthe high hills by twenty-four
iours of rain of cloudburst propor-

5 had :the whole extent of the’

alley (61 the  Yadkin, as it runs
{hrough - Wilkes County, inundated.
nd by this time, we suppose, other
tes'down the course of the river
been. feeling the weight of the

f. which puts’tis In" mind of

| foreign- investors with a grain® ot

else.

Prospectus
'

Signor Mussolini, needing capital
to carry forward his dream of break-
Ing the back of the British empire
and reestablishing the emplre of the
Caesars, proposes to get it by per-
sueding foreigners to send their
money futo Italy for investment. The
bait he offers is practical exemp-
tion from taxation and his most sa-
ecred word that thelr property will
not be-expropriated by tfle Italian
state in case of war. .

That last- being true, it ls the
simplest of loglcal propositions that

sense will take care to keep their
money out of Italy. For war, of
course, is inherent in the very ma-
ture of the ends for which the Sig-
nor wants the capital. And if war
comes, why, It follows that, since
the Slgnor has given his sacred |
word that they will ndt lose their
property, they are-as certain to lose
it as the sun is certain to get up in
the morning. For the whole record
of the last two years shows it to be
an absolute rule that, whenever the
Blgnor glves his most sacred word
not to do something, he immediately
sets about doing fust that thing.
——

Now We Are Seven

‘The opening tonight of the sey-
enth- season:of the Charlotte Sym-
phony Orchestra with » concert at

Graham re-

tary force he has in each place depends
on open sea-lanes for its life. Wouldn't
the new Romsn Empire just bresk into
pléses? The defeat of a dictatorship 1s
thi end of tt. It prevails by force or not
atall.

It there were no’ rnore to this problem
than that, this whole smeary mess of Eue
ropean: dictatorships might be wiped from
the world's slate very suddenly. The
something more that pressez Mr. Eden
and France to try anything rather than
war {5 Herr Hitler.- Could Germany erupt
once more across Northern France to
help Mussolinl and plunge the world
agalh fnto a new 19147 Most military
observers T know do not belleve it. Ger-
‘meny has just promised agaln not to
invade Belgium and the new French
fortifications now thrown -across the
only other route of conquest are reck-
oned as impregnable.

.« .

PROBLEM OF A DICTATOR

From a purely military viewpolat,
Hitler iz on 28 hot a spot as Mussolini,
if Benito should suddenly spill the pot
of beans now cooking,

What is the point of all this military
speculation if 1t reaches no conclusion?
Only to call attention to the desperate
chances in which a dictatorship is will-
ing to involve its people. Whether war
comes out af this tensity or not, it hes
disclosed that one-man government is
50 dependent on & permanent personal
cockiness both at home and abroad,
that o dictatorship must be willing to
gamble far more than a demoecracy to
preserve the existence — not of the na-
tlon but of the dictator.

_The world’s peace Is made to depend
on the wild gambling hunches and faz-
ards of a couple of megalomaniacs out
In the alley shooting craps with destiny
for the safety of their own political
skins, -

. 4
¥

Visiting Around

mlnds us that we haven't dellvered
our annual birthday greetings and
best wishes. In the beginning, that
is, when the Orchestra was’a tod-
diing Infant of.two or three winters,
we always hastened to salute the
occasion as though it were a feat in
survival, which it was. For seven
Years {akes s back to 1931, and
how Mr, de Roxlo and the members
of the Orchestra managed to hang
together In those dark days only
they know:

Now sevéen, golng on eight, the
Orchestra s a lusty and growing
child. It ranks almost as an insti-
tutlon, and there is no lenger any.j
doubt of 185 survival or its place in
the community. But the analogy
between: the —organization and the
growing .child 1s:more apt than at
firstimight appear, for both, i they
&6 t0: become . tall and strong, re-
‘guiré;nourishment in quantity. The
‘gieat brehestras ‘6f the world have
been founided not alone on'box office

Did Yo Doclors Give 'Eni’a Cut Rate?
(Concord Tribtine)

Nency Ann, Jimmis, and Betty Jean
Alexander had their tonslls removed
Tuesday st the Charlotts Eye, Bar, and
Throat Hospital.

’I'orn Between! Left: and Right
. F. R{ Tends To: Stultify .

Himself Often.
Dear Bir:i.. “

It rathet seeins 'to me that the thing
most urgently required right now in our
nattonal sifaifs is a clarification of ob-
Jectives on thé part of the Federal Gov-
ernment. As things stand, we are real~
ly hanging between two steols. Part of
the Administration forves hre undoubt-
edly in favor of the maintenance of pri-
vate capitalism. And snother part -
notably such men as. Ben Cchon and
Tom Corcaran, both of whom wield
power all out of proportion to the bf-"
fices they are supposed. to fill—are in
thelr hearts desd set against it, and in
reality want 2 mbre or lesa'complete col-
lectivist regime.
~And as for Mr. Rooscvnlt, the heart
and center of it all—I doubt that he
really knows clearly what he wanta. Like
the late President Wilson, he has a ten-
dency to make himself a lttle drunk
with his own phrases, and to take vague
generalities for concrete realities. And
the result is that he is one time pulled
this way, and the next that way. Ac-
cording to whoever advised him last, he
is lkely to lean: far right or far left.
‘That, I believe, is the explanation of
the extraordinary confusion of legisla-
tion we had under fhe first New Deal—
s confuslon that often went to such
& point that one law practically can-
celled out the effect of another, And {t
is the explanation of the confusion that
prevalls under the second New Desl even
more pointedly, Specifically, it explains
why we have the government at one
and the same time attempting to take
and out of use to reduce crap surpluses,

 and building huge dams and irrigation

systems which will bring millions of new
and extraordinarily fertlle acres into
use} or at one and the same time In-
jecting insulln into small enterprises
through RFC, and through the capital
gains tax making it practically im-
possible for thess -amell enterprises to
get themselves on a really sound basial
1 am no rabld advocats of the private
capitalism, But if we are golng to have
it—and 1t {s pretty clear that the great
body of American people do want to
keep on having 1t —, then nothing i
plainer than that fact ought to be ‘made

the basls of all calculations, and that
the laws of private capltalism ought to
determine every step taken.

J. GORDON WALLACE.

Charlotte. .
BTRIKERS WANT NO GIFTS

BUT ONLY CHANCE TO PAY
OWN WAY, SAY STRIKERS
Dear 8ir:

In the Charlotte News for " october
16th we read that Mr. Harkey, chair-
man of the board of county commis-
stoners, called our strike at Highland
Park Mill No. 3 “purely a rellef prob-
lem” We resent this. We are not
wanting to be on reliet. We are not
ssidng charity,. We don't think the
taxpayers ought to take care of us.”
We are strong, well men and woen,
able to work—want to work. And then
Mr. Harkey suys we are “a rellet pmb-
Tem!”

He doesn't know what §t's all about.
We want work, The welfare office
knows what we want, and treats us
kindly. They are not trying to put us
on relief. ‘They are signing us up for
WPA work, We are- skliled textlle
workers, who have spent years learning
our trade. And we don't went to be
called “reltefers” because our leaders are
having trouble with the mitlowners.
We don't want the people of Mecklen-
burg county to buy our clothes, pay our
rent, give us food, and make paupers
out ‘of us. We wom't have it.. We are
trained people, and can make our own
living.

All Mr. Harkey was asked to do was
to see the rent agénts and get them to
nold off on the collection of our rent
untll we get to work. We thank the
welfare offlce for belng kind to us and
getting us WPA work. But Mr. Harkey
ought to get out'and find out about
things before he calls us “reliefers.”

A. F, MOORE AND A-.GROUP OF

“BTRIKERS. T

Gharlotte.

———

This Is Going to Hurt

- 1

R (Btatesville - Daily)
While the President in his
[ this week had Hothim

“statement

had

dren of Mr. and Mrs. Jim’ Alexander.
+ High-Pressure Stuff .
{Notice, Roxbore Courier)

I want to ask the friends of Mr. Irv-
ing O'Briant of Timberlake and Person
County to remerhber him If they need
morg, Insurance,”

Bhades Too Buggestive, We Reckon
(Kannapolis Independent)

An éntirely new zet of. venetian blinds
fids been installed . at- Lady's ' funeral
homs,

Docior Out
- ! (Lincoln County News) :

:Dr. ‘W, F. Elliott and Pharmacist . B.
P Costiier Tett yesterday <for  Liftle
River where they hope o entice ‘some
tréut ere Tussdsy mfternoon when'thiey

g’!gexpu but on’endowments ag well,
and i “glven’

plan 16 retin. ka Lincolnton,”.

proapetts-for 3
declared that the budget for the next

fiscal” year;-starting—July~1;1838; would-| -

be “definitely balanced.”

Taking into consideration thi! antlel-
pated defiolt for:this year tt ls hard to
cogeelve’: how thefgican be any definite
batencthg i without nddmonll taxes, and
# revision:of; the: tAx ‘structure . Gpward
right at'this: time,- whettier -justified. of
not, would most  certainly causé & howl.

On'the other hand if ‘atterapt is made
to balance .the:budget .by. ampttation
of expenditures, individuals,” groups and
governmental units ‘that~ have *become
accustomed ta relieve,thelr itching palm
by running to Washington will make an.
equally big noiss.

Either- process used: in bdn(lng nbout
4 balanced national budget-is going to’|
wrench “our - Aervous . Eystem,’ 0 the
mnct ‘wo nt by nvu with the | ben.er

THAN ITIS TG CARRY ONE

THE LINGUAL SPIRJITIST—Joseph Schmidt of zuf’umu. Rom
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Explanation of Today’s Cartosn

only
23 different -forelgn
from the classio

languages,
 cliterature of tha respectivs  tongues.

anls, presants s - strangs Mulgo-
But when . he.puts himself into: s
luding Arablan and

Chiriess, . In _that

While Maflo Piddies—

EVER I rtead acrounts of.
MAFLO'S mighty feats in locking
up & pint-peddler or putting down
gambling on the burning duestion of
what hole a little mousle will cheoze
to pop through, my thoughts always
go off grimly to something else, I
mean that, according to the report of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Charlotte 1n 1936 had 55 cases of murder
and non-negligent homicide. ’
" That, Y always recall, is -almost ex-
actly one-fourth as many = cases as
Chicago. had, snd nearly a sixth as
many ss New York had. More than
that, Charlotte’s murder rate was
thres times the general rate for South-
ern towns with more than 10,000 people,
nine times that of such towns in the
Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast
Btates, and fifty times that of such
towns in.the New England States! -And
fnally, -and worst of all 1t was, ac-
cording ‘to the figures of the FBI re-
port, the very highest rate for. ‘any
town in the whole American’ country!
The figures for the other major crimes
of violence and for burglary and larceny
showed much the same appnlllng re-
suit, too.

But what has MAFLO to do with
these things? A good deal, I suspect.
Or at least I suspect that there is a
very definite correlatiori between the
complex which has given rise to MAFLO
and the fact that. umse things exiat.

.

I am euggest{ng nothing 80 non-
sensical, of course, as that the MAFLO |
complex 15 solely or even prisffarily re-
sponsible for it. The presence of ‘the
Negro and the presence of the slums
are undoubtedly, the mightlest factors
in the case’ *But do-not delude your~
self too easily with the assumption that
they explain .the whols of it The
studies of such soclologists as Howard
Odum, show pretty plalnly, indeed, that
| tfis Negro and the slums are fnadequate
for .a. full explanation of the generally
‘high murder and:violence rate of the
Bouth at large. -And certainly, they
‘will not fully explain’the case of Char-
lotte. For not more.than a third of
Charlotte’s popylation . is composed of
blacks, whereas theré are dozena of

By W. J, Cash '

Yes, and (n the face of ovidenod’ going |
straight ' back to Axflean man,iwd:sse
golug to exterminate gembling . among
us, down to and including the dmunc
of .marbles for keeps.

.« s

And the outcome? Mon' stmply re-
fuse to be bound by highhanded Blue
Iaws. and men, however lamentably, go
on serving their appetites ns they have
served them wotld without memory, and
as they promise to sefve them world
without end. “Laws” are broken by the
" wholesale; “laws” become & sly jest’ m
the throat, s guffaw ‘fh the street.
And gnce you have broken’ one law—
it, 15 easler o break aviother. “And 50
' the upshot 1s that the whole structure
of aw 15 weakened —that the genetal’
tahoo s weakened —and that respect
for the sum of it go¢s Ewooping down.

That 15 one way the MAFLO com-
plex works out in practice. The other,
way 1. this: that it diverts and disal-
putes polico energy. Adequate policing
éannot by lteslf prevent murder and
crimes of viclence, but it plays & very
bigpart in putilng them down. And
50 :fer as numbers of policemen
g0;” Chatfotte s probably as ade-
quately policed as the ususl Ameri-
can town. But--has anybody heard of
a town where they wers 5o loaded down
with laws to enforce?

There {5 nothing -mysterious about
the nature of a cop, -For one thing
ne-is simply a man with a job, anxious
before everything else to keep ft. And
for -another, he had as soon, every-
thing else being .equal,” not get:shot.
It he knows thatthe great body of
people who hold his.fate’in their’ hands
do not really want a. *law" enforoed,
and if in addition -he knows that Half:
the population of tho county would
be required actusliy to enforce it he,
18 cannily wiling mot to exert himself
too. much sbaut it.© On the other: hand.:
it he knows that .great bidy df thess
same people who control his job want;
a continual - uproar and” hocus-pocus
about “law enforcenient”—why, . there
lglin, he 15 muln: to oblln‘

oile

And it his dl)l are so eomumed ‘with

the petty concerns plled . upon him

s | that Hie has To Hie Telt Tor  paliciag’
‘ﬁﬁ‘m

ere—murders’; and - high -
crimes of violence .. take :‘plice = for’|

News of 75 and 100" Yurl
Azo From Files in the
tate Library:at Raleigh

OCTOBER 22, 1883

i '5 YEARS AGO
Cm! OF GALVESTON

‘The Federal fleet oft Gaiveston, Texss,

attacked that olty on the 4th tnst. A
Fedetal steamer ran past the battery at
Fort Point under heavy fire and lsid
to.at the central wharf. The bdattery
was then destroyed by the Confederste
troops who marched into Virginia Pelnt.:
The troops in Galveston loft and went’
to the same point: 'rhnredcnlm.mm
lned up o iveston; five. number,
gave the nmhmﬂa of [ thd town four

fired . Into. * THe  latest  talsgraph “from
Galveaton, ‘speaking of the movements
of the enemy, says:

“They landed yestorday at fhe Polnt,
but have not permanently. oecuplied it,
having a8 wholesale “fesr of & cavalry
dashi - There are a sufficlent number of
troops on the island to repel any land+
ing” While the enemy occuples their
present position, Col. Cook ia engaged,
under orders from Col. De Bray, in re-
moving such mathinery and . foundry
works as*can be got-off, and # is mot
probable the enemy’ ®ill.And:much-en
the fstand of value. ~~Fayetteville Obser-

mrunnm FROM TEXAS:

We' hiave. information’ from’ Houston
which we'sre placed {n posséasion of by .
Dr.: Hollahd, who' has arrived:in Riche
mond.  Prom w’ telégram Frecalved from
Galvestoit fust béfore the train started,
the  Dogtor ' hiad “resson:to bellevs that’
‘the Yankeos find ‘larided ‘on ‘the lsland

‘mdhkﬁnmﬂdo‘ndmmm

atter his departure.; This ihey may do
by means of thelr gunboats withott our:
being able to make ‘Any:effective’re.
sistanice, but should they ever attempt

-to come-ta the mainland we will receive

tiem' . with “Iloody  hands 46" hospitable:
graves” The captire 6t/ Galveston by,

the - snemy,

of . Charlotte s bElsg’'a _ponderabls
factor in the homicide” dtion. - The
thing works {n $wo Ways.: One of those
13 the way, Mr: Grahism Dont was points
ing -out 4d his mur published on:this
page last Bunday. - All sorts af piddiing
“moralities” which havé no sanction in
common-sense ;are  written - nto /14w
And written - into:law, 100,-

So-I advance the  MAFLO combles’

are. all. soris:
of “other © things i which,  while  sound

TR R ot
erimes — well, who -can : blains :him’ if
he'acqulesces in that willingly and even
a'little gladiy? - After all, men wanted
for murder and ihigh Jerimes ‘are ofteén
‘gomewhat - on i the - tigeriah sld
their_inhibitions . against  ‘thie  shooting

fundamentally clear, T trust.  Chariotie,
in:its Durning:concem . with ptmy\muh_
bh

and |

will bp a. fruitless . victory o them, a4

Rearly all the population-atock of goods,

furnitiirg and’ even cattle’his been're-.

mnm from the place’ & long time ‘ago.
tevill

eriotigh ‘miorally | for the’; I lie
without - this mérmal | provings of " law =
88 ‘temperance’; and ; chastity. We' are
going to have Prohibition’ dnd put'down
the . Meker traflic th  fade | of the’ over-
whelming - vidence,: plled “up’ in" thess
parts and in'sll the Untted Sutes -during

1 thia 185t eighiteen’ years, the that

‘stand * before Llu worid 88" the peak
and sumimit of rlghmumm—hu for=

gottén tho greator part, and:1apsed 1ol |’

a ‘/atrange fand’ dssigeroun , indifference
toward crimes that'sre’ the most ‘deadly
cHnies tinder every code that Haa’ mr

eun‘t..




