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Gettysburg Farewell
'Ihe 

lllue and the Gray

Light an lltct'nal l"littnc

' Solt l iers of the North nn,. l  Sorrth have
nrct rt  Gett l 'sbulg thrce t inres. Thel '  rnet
?5 1'cars lgo ir t  t l rc hltxxl icst t tr tr l  trrost sig-
nif ictnt brtt le of the Civi l  \Yar. I lal f  a
ccntury later thcy It tet i tr  reuuion. Last
rveek t lrey tnet i tr  fnlervel l .

The oltl men ctnle frotn every coruer of
the cottt t tn'  at t l re l"cr l t ' tal  govertrtnent 's
invitat ion for the hst joirrt  reuniotr of the
Granrl Arnry of the ltepublic and the
Unitecl Confetlclate \retertt trs. In rt l l '  there
rvere 2,000 of the natiou's nrost aged men.
alnrost al l  past 90. I lost of thertr s 'alked
oft thc trains that took thenl to the Peun-
sylvania torvn s' l tose chief int lustrf  is t l re
tourist trarle attracted by the battlefielcl
and i ts sights. A fes'rot le in s' l reel chairs.

A stretcher bore ole hartly 'Iexan rvho hatl

fal len out of his I 'ul lnran berth aud frac-
tulcd the shott l t ler that had sto1r1rct l  a

l \ I inie bal l  in '61!. Taken to a hospital he

startled attenrltnts rvith a strange reqttest:
1'I c:rrne all the rvay to (iett1'sburg to find
a trec . , . I rras s'outrtled tlear that tree,
and al l  I  ' rvant in t lr is sorl t l  is to f ind i t .

When I clo, then I'll be rearly to die."

Orre unrecotrstluctctl rebel, rvho rras

scrvetl a vegetable ltttrclteotr designetl to
stfeguart l  his health, cornplaiuct l :  " I
hatln't any idcrL these people lr'oultl tre so

short of meat. I f  I ' t [  t l rought the.v rrere as
bari o{I as this, I ' t [  have brouglrt  l r l )  solne
hogs from nr) '  slr)okehouse." A l l2-1'ear-
old Negro, claintant for t l re t i t le of olt lest
l iving veteran, gave his G.A.R. cotttrades
his recipe for lougevit;': "I drink lots oI
gin."

Ferver than 50 of the cartlpers hnd ac-
tuatly fought at Gett l 'sbulg, but nrost of
the 2,000 joined in visi t iug the lantlmlrks:
Pedch Orchard, Bloody Angle, Cerneterl'
Ridge, Senrinary Ritlge-and particular'|1'
Spangler's Spring, l'here Northerners antl
Southerncrs alike s'cre rront to collvene
:rfter each tlay's fighting. One oltl rnan
vivirlly recalled: "\\'c'd gather routrd and
<lrink l'ater and srvap I'artrs anrl sooll as
thc sun came up, l'e'd start shooting at
cach otl tcr."

In formal observance of the reunion arttl
anniversarl', 18,000 spectators joinetl the
vcterans in the Gett l 'sbtr lg Collcge sta-
<l irrnr an<l henrrl  speecltcs b1' Got' .  George
l[.  Earlc of l tctrtrs'r ' lvnrr in. b1' Secrct lr ' . r '  o[
\Yar \ \ Iootlr ing. autl  b1' t l rc urtt ionnl com-
rnanders of both t 'ctertt t ts '  organizatious.
'l'he ceremotties 'u'crc clirnaxctl Sun<lay b1'
Prcsitlcnt Roosevelt's ltl,lrcss (see page
9) . As soon as it rras finishetl, trvo oltl
cavalrymcn, one frotn each atrnl', hcl<l a
rnagniff ing glass so t.lrat the sulr's ravs
would focus on the igniting valve of the
Etcrnal Light on the ncrv I'cacc }lcnr-
orial. After a ferv nroments a 3-foot flarnc
rose against the blue sky'

' I ' \rc riasl garcr(rls: (leorge trIcude untl l lobcrt Il.
I l ro r rn  I l r0 l  l l . i r !
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Picl;ett 's charge: one of history's ontstanding military episodes
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BIue anrl Gray,75 yeat's afteruarcl

'I ' lre last encampment Tfibute to a fal len foe 
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