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Searchlight On Murder

'Sane Murder Unanswered Question In Law, Medicine

Causes for murders are list- criminal  responsid and are many homicides — and
ed on statistical charts as many Jawyers irs, their number seems to be in
quarvels, jealousy, and rob. ral inter- creasing — in which the kill-
bery. But these are only su: nging to Ing frenzy apparently wells up
perficial reasons, says the (he opposite standpoint as a sudden and unforeseen
wellknown criminologist, Dr. - . emotional explosion.
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These are still controversial
questions, with a large part

no degrees of extin
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will never wipe out mur.

From r-all social

ondary importance. What mat-
ters most in this advancing
world is what we can learn
from specific acts of homicide
o help expose their causes
and theerby work to prevent
similar violence in others.

The infinite variety of mur-
ders and the complexity of
their roots make it difficult
to lay down uniform deduc.
tions concerning them.

There are, of course, mur-
ders that appear to have been
logically planned and deliber-
ately carried out, though that
does not e imply

presents the keenest challengs
to social action and scientitic
investigation,

For example, there was the
case of two middle-aged, in-
dustrious law-abiding brothers
who lived together, The young-
er one came home one eve
ning late and prepared a cup
of tea for himself, then cas-
ually left the dishes in the
kitchen sink.

he other brother asked
him to wash the china and put
it away. Without any warning,
the younger one impulsively
picked up a kitchen knife and
fatally stabbed his brother,
Incidentally, he was one of
the few killers I have encoun-
tered who showed genuine re-
morse for his crime

IN MY OWN experience with
a large number of murderers,
1 have never seen one of these
sudden killers who was not
suffering from some verifiable
form of pathology. From de-
tailed physical, serological and

brainwave examination, it has
invariably been found that the
rson_had marked

t
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could be expected to produce
at least momentary phases of
irrational or irresponsible be-
havior,

Furthermore, it has usually
been possible to verify by psy-
chiatric examination the fact
that the fatal episode has been
preceded, often repeatedly, by
little-noticed eccentricities of
action and conduct.

Perhaps the commonest of
such defects — and the one
most liable to be overlooked
or tolerated »ntil it leads to
violence — Is epilepsy in cer-
tain of its forms.

Nearly everyone has seen an
epileptic fit. Such fits of epi-
lepsy, once called the falling
or sacred disease, were so fa-
miliar in early times that the
Roman Senate provided for
adjournment when one of its
members was stricken. How-
ever, epilepsy occurs in many
ways and degrees of conspic
ousness, and the dramatic con-
convulsive type is relatively
less troublesome with regard
to crime.

Many persons afflicted with
epilepsy in its more obscure
forms can suffer blackouts of
a few seconds at a time with-
out ever heing aware of it. It
is not widely understood that
these lapses can lead to crimes
of violence when they give
vent to sudden or smoldering
resentments.

It is significant that the
epileptic is subject to hallu-
cinations and to a certain unc-
tiousness of attitude that may
provide self-justification for
violent acts, as well as an ab-
sence of such feelings as con-
sideration or compassion for
the victim.

In this category there was
a case of a young boy who
killed his mother with a knife
when the parent objected to
his lengthy telephone conver-
sations. There was also the
case of the mother who killed
her child because in her hal-
lucinative state she considered
herself a monster. In another
instance, a veteran, a known
epileptic, parked his car in a

lovers' lane with a girl friend
and later awoke from a black-
out to find that he had bat-
tered his companion to death
Such cases present extreme-
ly difficult problems in the
administration of justice, for
although the law may consid-
er such killers to be respon-
sible for their actions, we
know from clinical experience
that such finds are question-
able. In most of these cases
it is usually possible to veri-
fy the epileptic condition
through recordings of bramn-
waves.
o o »

ANOTHER CONDITION that
often leads to homicidal fren-
zy is the paranoic form
Schizophrenia.
This mental disorder is
characterized by systematic
delusions and a disorganiza-
tion of ideas that can result
in fancifully motivated griev-
ances against cerfain persons
or interests. Here, too, normal
feeling is suspended or
eclipsed by a grandiose delu-
sion that justifies violent
means of serving some absurd

d.

A notorious example of this
form of dementia was the case
of a young man who went to the
roof of a building with a rifle
and killed eight or nine persons
unknown to him but who hap-
pened to be ready targets, sim-
ply to express a monstrous
hatred of mankind that pos-
sessed him,

These paranvic schizophrenics
are sometimes relieved of their
symptoms by mental therapy
when they are brought to pro-
fessional attention, but there is
a high probability of relapse.

Recent research has indicated
that schizophrenia, formerly re-
garded as of psychological ori-
gin, may yet be traced to dis-
turbances of physical or chemi-
cal processes of minute agents,
which promote or retard the in-
teraction of biological changes
necessary o maintain balanced
functioning of the mind.

Clinical experience has shown

fashions and sports wear to below
cost. Wonderful buys!

FASHIONS . . . SECOND FLOOR———————

Sharon Residents Plan
For Fire Department

Residents of the Sharon com-
munity will meet Sunday after-
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that many of the disorders that
lead to abnormal behavior such
as murder are often traceable to
the complications of chils
diseases, like measles, chicken-
pox and scarlet fever. These
may cause obscure but serious
changes in the cerebro-nervous
system and thereby affect one's
capacity for rational control of
the emotions. Such abnormali-
ties explain why many persons,
especially children in puberty
and adolescence, are capable of
sudden, seemingly inexplicable
outbursts ending in murder.
Homosexuality often appears
as a direct or contributing fac-
tor in homicidal attacks. There
is always the possibility of ex-
ploitation or blackmail of the
homosexual, leading to situa-
tions of hostility and recrimina-
tion. Furthermore, many homo-
sexuals are paranoic, with occa-
sional or sustained ideas of per-
secution which may actuate im-
pulsive or deliberate violence.
1t is significantly enlightening
that, in the subconscious mind,
the gun, the knife and other
weapons are symbolically asso-
ciated with the sexual organs.
e e

1 RECALL HERE the case of
two young hunters who were
crouched expectantly in a duck
blind, With an impulse that he
could not rationally explain, one
of the men suddenly plunged a
knife In the body of his compan-
{on lying prone before him,

In another case, a man with
evident homosexual tendencies
invited his employer, against
whom he harbored hidden
grievances, to go deer hunt-
ing. While they were in the
woods he deliberately emptied
his shotgun in the other's back.

In murder, as in other crime,
alcohol is more often a con-
tributing cause than a direct
one. Where a murder is com-
mitted by an intoxicated per-
son, it is usually found that the
alcohol was a precipitating agent
of an inclination already pres-
ent.

Nevertheless, many people
commit murder while Intoxi
ed and some appear to have no
recollection of the crime. And it
Is a fact that many murders
would not have beem commit-
ted if the killer had not fortified
his courage or dulled his Inhibi-
tions by drinking.

. e

Students of murder are struck
by a suicidal element that of-
ten enters into the act of killing.
Besides those cases in which a

come known as victim-precipita-
ted murders, in which the vic-
ately goaded their adversaries

tion, a domestie quarrel, a site.
ation of jealousy, an argument
over money, or, of course, rob-

bery. However, we know from
experlence that the stated su-
perficial reason for killing Is sel.
dom an adequate explanation.

to the point of homicide. One
commentator has called such
victims inverted offenders.

I once made a study of 22
men in one prison who had been
convicted of murder, first de-
gree. It showed, among other
things, that the so-cafled mark

Cain — the notion that the
hardened killer is a Dracula or
Frankenstein whose depravity is
reflected in his appearance—is
sheer fiction.

.

Most often, it would seem,
murder is a result of compli¢a.
tions involving a person's inabil.
ity to bear adult responsibility,
his anger over his own shortcam.
ings and his arousal to violent
rage by a trivial insult or some
other ordinary provocation.

Fear of punishment or thought
of other consequences seldom
enters the mind of the murder.
er preceding the crime, It has of.
ten been noted in prisons that
hardly any of the murderers
who reach the death house ever
bad dreamed that he would
some day arrice at that deed
end,

Save by complete methodical
examination of children in school
and by similar examination of
adults here practicable, ove can
conceive of no means by which
persons leaning toward violence
could be preventively idanl‘ified‘

Yet of t

and techniques already available
and their steady expansion by
further research and education
would in time greatly reduce the

ONE of these men
showed any unusual appearance;
in fact, they were in decidedly
better physical condition than
the average prison inmate. Just
as many came from comfortable
or good homes as from needy

ones,

Nearly all had a previous
criminal history and roughly
half of them were of borderline
intelligence and nearly half had
been execessive alcoholics, On
the average they fell far below
the intellectual, educational and
occupational standards of the
general prison

As 1 have said, the recording
and collation of crime statistics
are so rudimentary that there is
no precise knowledge of the

complete anatomy of homicide.
However, piecemeal compila-
tions indicate that men murder
more often than women, al-
though murders by women of-
ten are notable for their cold fe-
rocity

Killings appear to be most
frequent during the weekend,
on Saturday night in particular,
and between 8 p.m. and 2 am.
(generally the post-payday pe-
riod when social contacts and
alcoholic Indulgence are at their
peak), Murders by men seem to
occur most often in the street
and by women in the kitchen,
although where women are vic-
tims they are most likely to be
killed in a bedroom.

On the basis of statistics, a
murder usually results from
some vaguely defined alterca

incidence of these fragic lapses
and redeem the two or more
lives involved in each crime.
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