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Juvenile Courts: Checkered Good & Evil

JERY little but sound and fury hes

come of Union County's “kissing

case™ In which two Negro boys wers
sent to Morrison Training School

But the rude jolt of notoriety should
serve to turn North Carolina’s eyes to
the checkered good and evil in her ju-
venile justice.

The state's vehicle for dealing with
under-aged lawbreakers, as a current
series in Tax NEws shows, is at its best
where larger cities have taken advan-
tage of state law to set up regular ju-
venile or domestic relations courts. It
is at its worst in less densely populated
counties where the clerk of court le-
gally and traditionally puts on the robes
of juvenile justice. What it amounts to
is a strange contraption indeed, about
€0 per cent horse-and-buggy.

In horse-and-buggy areas,
Superior Courts are saddled, without
extra compensation or facilities, with
the delicate job of making sure that chil-
dren who wander at an early age out-
side the law have some chance to be
rehabilitated and take their place as
adult, law-abiding citizens. Ninety-one of
100 counties in North Carolina suffer
from this lag. Happily, Mecklenburg is
not among them; but the problem ex-
tends over all but six counties and a few
larger towns, which have built their own
courts.

So long as the present system's abuses
are tolerated, North Carolina will con-
tinue to invite trouble, laxness with pro-
cedure and harmful notoriety.

What are those abuses? At the root
of them lies the lack of ormity it-
self. Clerks of Superior Court, in most
cases deeply involved in regular duties,
judge juvenile cases. In this delicate
sphers of justice, the most careful and

clerks of

e

specialized training would seem to be
demanded. Yet many clerks lack basie
training for handling delinquents —
though they are victims of the system.
They are often too busy to keep ade-
quate records: and many cases are dis-
patched hurriedly, without careful ine
quiry into family conditions and back-
ground or psychological deficiencies in
the youngers who have broken the law.

But the fault does not lie in the courts
alone. The facilities for taking care of
juvenila delinquents, hoth before and
sfter hearings, fall short of what we
need.

State law properly prohibits children
being detained in jails where adult
criminals also are detained. But where
else can they be sent? Informed spokes-
men are emphatic; we need a system of
boarding detention homes, where chil-
dren may be put in custody while await-
ing the gathering of information on
their cases and hearings themselves.

Training school vacancies seem to ba
scarce. One judge informed The News
that he has requested, but has not re-
ceived, four needed vacancies

In the many cases where for reasons
of age, or triviality of offense, commit-
ting offenders to training schools is out
of the question, there is no suitable and
uniform probation arrangement. Often,
juvenile court officials keep no check
on youngsters who have appeared before
them.

Juvenile courts are unique, for in ev-
ery case there is a strong chance that
lawbreakers may be completely rehabili-
tated. At ages under 16, there are no
“hardened criminals”” but often only
children whose faults cry out for sensi-
tive diagnosis and discipline, Over most
of North Carolina, we have neither.

The Lonely Man From Cripple Creek

AR H took scant notice when La-
mar Stringfield was laid to rest in
beloved southern highlands the other
and to his friends in Charlotte it
seemed to add a 1 touch of irony to
a Tar Heel tragedy

Stringfield was a gifted composer but
to his dying day he was also an “out-
sider.” Somehow he was mnever able to
come {o terms with himself or with so-
ciety. His was, in fact, a classic example
of what sociologists like to call “the
alienation of the artist.”

Fame came early. He was only 81
when, in 1928, he was awarded the Pulit-
zer Prize for his orchestral suite, From
Movuntamvs. His creative
ge in the years that fol-

Jowed — orchestral suites, chamber mu-

sic, piano solos, a cantata, a musical

folk-drama, compositions for flute, violin,
voice and piano, music for outdoor dra-
mas, a ballet, works for concert band.

He was, in addition, a capable conduc-

tor, an excellent flutist and a writer.

But Lamar Stringfield never received
<" Bhe public appreciation that should have
en his, This was particularly true in
the area he called home, the very area
om which he drew much of his subject
naterial and inspiration. Just as Bela
Bartok, the great Hungarian composer,
~““made use of folk material of Magyar,

Slovak and Transylvanian origin, String-
field dipped generously into the tradi-
tional songs of the North Carolina moun-
tains for his inspiration. This Tar Heel
folk tradition was immediately recog-
nizable in compositions such as CriepLE

Creex (from his prizewinning suite),
Moops Or A MoonsHINER, MounTaN
Dew, Iy Linoy’s Camin, Mountamy

Skercues, Lecexp OF Joun Hesry and
others.
He was taking native materials, seas-

oning them with creative genius and ren-
dering them info high art.

Perhaps the people he lived among
did not think that this was important,
Perhaps they thought that. since String-
field did not compose like Mozart or Bee-
thoven or Wagner, he was not producing
anything * nificant.” If this is what they
thought then they couldn't have been
wronger. Our civilization will be crystal-
ized and remembered only through the
creafive artists who are at work today.
under-

They need encouragement and
standing. Most of all they need an au-
dience, if they are musicians. String-

field received precious few n[ |hu~e ne-
cessities during h
The result w loneliness .md isola-

tion. The final masterpicce that was in

him never came. It was lost somewhere.
The loss is really ours.

lt Might As Well Have Been Spring

as well have been spring.
Jat on his back on the
brown of the winter's grass he
he giant vault of October blue
tips of his shoes upward and
d until the tilt of his head
stopped his gaze short of the other hori-
20n
Nowhere did h
of white to mark a
the héaven

see the slightest fleck
cloud encroachment
Nearer were
of the oaks, g
ng upward as B
eir evar-smaller an
sky. Beside them ( e
which marked the tops of
s d simed all argument of
lor-conscious, nature-Unaware

From The Franklin Press

me who declare blue and green don’t

I.mm out of the South came a wind,
a gentle breeze like that of May, a breeze
which held none of the harsh lashing
of its brother from the North. The pines

ed its arrival with graceful mur-
and dignified

of appreciation
thanks

A‘ d up in the top of th
n,,l

'»~l in the mass moving ¢
d ground, how he wished
he might have immned in the celebration.
But he had to be satisfied with knowing
it might as well have been spring

Snapshots From The Past

Lamphier Battles The

Odds

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON

THE DAY they brought the ma-
in, the forward air-

basa in East China staged a cele-
bration. The Japs had shot Rex

down  primarily,
north of the discussed be
Yangtze  River. worried

He had been tw
badly injured fo
walk. He had
been carried sev- terminati
miles on the
backs of Chinese
guerillas. He had
had several
hairs-breadth es-
capes from Jap

SYMINGTON patrols. Alle
gether, a celebration was in or-
der,

.

Later in the evening, after a
good many “kan peis” of the local
white mule, someone said, “Hex,
tell us about how you got the
Japanese admiral”” An odd look
crossed the major's handsome
vyoung face. Perhaps he was tired
of describing the last seconds oy
earth of Adm. Isorokn Yamamoto,
commander of all the Japaness
Emperor's ships in the Pacific,
Yet he told it well, all the same,

One all but saw the brilliant
interception—the two little Ameri-
can fighters coming in on the
flank of the big Jap bombers and
their six escorting Zeroes, just at
the planned interception ~ point
over a steamy, palm - fringed
South Pacific island. One all but
watched the grim fight against
these fearful odds — the Ameri
can's quick, deadly first atlack,
the two bombers flaming and fall-
, then fighters diving and twist-
in the bright air, and the
roes also bursting into quick,
hot flame, and the twvo American
planes turning for home at last,
their mission miraculously accom-
plished

THE LEADER

One held one's breath, Indeed,
until the major finished:

“But the man who got the ad-
miral was Tom Lamphier. I was
his wing man, He led the attack
We each got a bomber, but he
took the first one, and the first

ard."

ane had moto

There i5 a current reason for dig-
:'4 snapshot of the forgat-
ten past out of memory's album

This same Tom Lamphier, whom
jor talked about for much
of the rest of that happy, long
ago evening, is again being talked

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

ahout here in Washington
this time Lamphier is being dis-
cussed in very different language, was
by men on the highest level of
the American government,

¢ he
has attacked the thing that wor-
ries him with the s
care, go-f

ame devil-mi
Aelead bomber de
at e showed wien
s end. But the
amphier hap-
senhower admin-

eral hundred Yamamoto met
thing that wo
pens to be the
istration's complacency
missile gaj
against odd

=

So this new fight
s unlikely to be re-
warded with the Navy Cross, the

The Missile Gap
Is Widening tion.

Mitchell Battles Kennedy-Ervin Bill

But Silver Star, and the Distinguished
Flying Ci oy the last fight

When Sen. Stuart Symington was
secretary of the Air Force, Tom
lumphl:' was hl assistant secre-
is still Syming-
lun s cm:o 1rmnd and in the last
ington and Lamphier,
with Lamphier feverishly spurring
Symington on, have des perately
pressed for a cold, hard, new look
at the changes in the military bal-
ance between the United States
and the Soviet Union

SYMINGTON'S EFFORT

This was 8 wholly private el-
fort, It was only the failure of
the private effort that drove Sym-
ington to spesk out in public, with
bitter eloquence, in the Senate
last Friday Twice before the pri-
vate effort failed, Symington saw
President Eisenhower himself, to
beg for bold action to meet the
challenge of Soviet progress in
ballistic missiles,

Twice Symington and Lamphier
also saw the dm’-t(nr of the Cen-
tral Intel 2 V.
Dulles,
off to soothe the anxious Sonalm‘
On the second occasion, which had
been planned M a fairly grand-
iose briefing, Lamphier all but
broke up the parly by declaring
that his own manufacturing expe-
rience proved the dangerous over-
optimism of the official estimates
of Soviet missile output.

Lamphier knows most of the see-
ret facts that are withheld from
the American public, precisely be-
cause he is a manufacturer of bal-
listic missiles. But as vice-presi
dent n! Convair, which makes the
Atla Missile,

about the

A Male Lament

Down With Hats

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS, Spain

N SLIGHTLY temperish times

apast, | have been known to
seize a stave and lay about me
when the subject of feminine
fachion has come into parley, es-
pecially when the bank account
succumbs to the cynical plot of
some French sissy-boy with a per-
verted sense of humor,

Pehaps a recent cold snap has
mellowed me on the distaff side,
causing me to turn and rend my
own sex for considerable foolish-
ness in the apparel arts. This
came sharply into focus the other
day when T was_confronted with
the necessity of lutm" el
hat or my i a poor thing
perhaps, this Life of e, bit you
can always buy a new hat. 1 con-

signed my wind-tossed bonnet to
the wheels of the passing truck,
and let the breeze shuffle my
sparce Iocks all the way home.

IMPRACTICAL

If there ever was an impracti-
cal article, it is the traditional
felt hat — or these days, the iron
kelly, or derby—a slimsy bump
on a pickle which is easy prey for
any mild sirocco of more than
five knots. Blue Cross is long-suf-
fering, but how much continued

unishment can it absorb from

at-chasers? Better a flat fedora
than a fractured femur.

The ordinary Homburg or snap
brim does not protect the ears or
noge from frosthite, and has no
consideration for the back of the
neck. It costs its price a hundred
times over if you continually re-
deem it from the cute blonde foot-

ads who set upon you in the pub~
fic pisce:

COSTUME JEWELRY

A man's hat is not functional
headgear, It is costume jewel,
and is basically sillier looking than
most of the confections worn by
women. Very few men can wear
a hat at all, especially these un-
dented things with no bri
bows in the back. I would s
gamblers, some cowboys, )
cans, and Spaniards who :uo
around Cordoba are the only
ing men who should be
hats, and all these hals have
brims. The only puLUunns I r\‘~
call who ever looked
hat were Jimr
Lewis, and John
The first was an 2
a ham, and the third a ¢
The rest more or less re e
Happy Hocligan with his tomato
can.

Men have mwore or less been
freezing in vestless suits and
short, flappy ove: s, until the

vest came back ot
and now you
for it. Also, it's supposed to be a
different color and of an un
ing material. Men wear little thin
shoes in the snow and slush, and
buy gloves instead of mittens to
keep their fingers warm.

People’s Platform

TimeTo

Charlotta
Editors, The News
N most democratic counlries
where the legislative body is
elected by popular vote the ad-
ministration of government pro-
ceeds under the direction of the
elected majority. That is, the di
recting heads are selected by
the elected majority of the mem-
bers of the legislative body.
We have just had an election
in_ which the present federal
has failed to se-

lampmer has an obvious interest
in bigger Allas orders from the
Air Force. Thus a good many
men on the higher governmental
level are smugly saying that Tom
Lamphier has just been *'selling a
hill of goods with his furious, wor-
ried talk about the missile szap}'
That is one way to look at it. The
other way fo look at it also in-
volves a snapshot from the forgot-
ten past—the tragic picture of
Winston Churchill and Sir Austen
mberlain going to plead with
Stanley Baldwin for British rearm.
ament to match Hitler's rearma.
ment, and getting a smug, dusty
answer to t anguished and far-
sighted pleas. The two ways of
looking at it are diametrically op-
posed; and the choice between
them deserves further investiga-

cure approval of th actor:
therefore the present adminis-
tration at Washington, headed by
Mr. Eisenhower, is not repre-
sentative of the present senti-
ment of the people of the United
States. This annuls the leader-
ship of the present administra-
tion in this country and inev-
itably lessens the prestige of
the foreign policy of our
ernment in other countries and
not the least among our allics

Here the congressional com-
mittee on foreign affairs must
assume more importance; must
take a stronger posit
result of the defunet ef
Mr. Dulles and Mr. Ei .
must declare strongly for 8 just,
feasible, equitable and interna-
tionally acceptable foreign policy

Who knp{ their heads warm?

phm tie a scarf over their hair
and ears. They wear mittens. They
wear stadium boots, fur-lined,
rough weather, even if they hn\'a
to kick them off in the foyer of
a rich saloon, They wear thesa
leotards, now, warm Wooly socks
that keep right on going upstairs
s0 (hat they become pants. A leo-
tard ain't nothin’ more than lon;
hamllcd drawers with a fancy spe
. And them as can aflord AL

CACTUS JACK GARNER
On Him It Looks Good

wear fur. When was the last time

youl saw & man wearing the sen-
sible muif to keep his pinkies
thawed?

The most decorous of women
asphal wear
a pair of
X ouces of bare-

Her escort is
ks, frousers, un-

summe

THE BABES WIN

nue to cavil at the
S (\I H\o Parls de-
slaved the
sh to look

1

\ml! con

a
vad Lile, pigeon.biain Is a
solid kernel of one thi
fort, summer or winter. 2
all is sad and done they
look much sillier than anyt
male you see on Madison Avenue

Change

bac

up by satisfied allles and
n accord with the basic policy
of the United Nations. That is
the least that the American peo-
ple can expect

One weakness of the United
§L es Department of State has
L the present secretary
sumes that the De-
nt m State of the United

sonally of Mr. Dulles, the sec-
retary; accordingly, if that is
correct, the De tment of State

of the United States is sometimes
in Parls: sometimes in London;
somelimes in the Philippines;
sometimes on the high seas:
sometimes in_an_airship, and
sometimes in Washington.

T]n- foreign policy of _thia
¥ heing progressively
eakensd by Mo Dl dsfize
of poliry in Egypt, in the Near

Fast, his personal unpopularity
in Europe, his attempt to en-
force the socalled “Eisenhower
Docirine” together with Mr.

Eisenhower's lack of leadership,

If the lst election means any-
thing we should begin to hear
something about the interna.
al sitiation  more definite
from the recently elected Demo-
cratie representatives

—HOYT EAVES

SIZE DOESN 1y COUNT

RYTHING is done better
t is done better, 0o
e wedlth of the city.
( the fallacies genera

g

rating how wrong that as
figures cited recently by the
they deal with New

Then it gives this
2 of build-

1901 and 1910,

that picture, in the big
end one of the richest cities of the world,

common

1 without

wealth

nouncer

was doing
jal for a S

h his
1to
his own
LEADER:

WASHINGTON
SN RN l\" n"rmh for a bipartisan la-
r Secretary of Labor
ht pressure on Renub
s hehind the scenes to keep
ames off the bill trodu
by Sens. Jack Kennedy of M
and Sam Ervin of North
7 Democrats
rlier, Kennedy had invited M
e in writihg a labor reform
bll "n would keep it out of politics
Ba the secretary came this blunt
ultimat ‘There will be no moratorium
on politles.”

.
Cooper's Plight

ht in the middle was Sen Jack
. Kentucky Republican, who had
mised o Join, Kennedy in
1 Clifford Case,
had also ex-

He high:

Coap lained apologetically that
he was 5"'1 !xea to vote for the Ken-
nedy hlIL Case suggested that the bill be

ipped of everything but anti-racket-
eering reforms, Amendments to the Taift-
Hartley 11\\ should b in sep:
arate le he

r from Massa
hern Democrat

ponst They introduced
ally the same m that passed the
enate last year 88 t

Obstacles Ahead

The lone senator who voted against it,
Nevada's right-wing George Malone, wss
defeated for reelection. But it will en.
counter more GOP obstacles this year,
rolled fn its path by mo less than the
secretary of labor.

Embarrassing Hitch

Republican  leaders are trying to
straighten out an embarrassing hitch in
their plans for the 150th birthday of
Abraham Lincoln. The problem involves
a wellknown law of physics that you
can't be in two aces at the same time,
in a closeddoor meeting

ans by Rep. Alvin
an, whose grandfather
tounded General. oo

Bentley rem! d his GOP colleagues
that they had helpod adopt & resolutica

and was voiced
of

in the last Congress calling for a
televised celebration on the House floor
this year, in which Carl Sandburg and
other notables would honor Lincoln Si-
multaneously, GOP national Chairman
Meade Alcorn has urged Senate and
House Republicans to be out of town

nted to know
he mt for the Feb.
12 celebration in Washington.

Sheepish Grins

About 80 per cent of his House GOP
colleagues rose and grinned sheepishly at
each other. Even House leader Charlle
Halleck of Indiana admitted that he had
|pl-'\kmg commitments out of town.

we'd better do something about
lhls ur nur side of the aisle will loc
mighty empty when they lu'n on the TV
cameras here on Fe
Bentley. “The came
Democrats. After al
be a Republican Falhietn

Shift The Date?

Congressman Fred
chairman of the

Annivers:

Commission, was finally given the jo
of resolving the embarrassing dilemma
It may even be necessary to shift the

birthday of the Great Emancipator to
Feb. 13 or St. Valentine’s Day in order
to gt more Republicans back in Wi
ington for the Lincoln birthday cele
tion.

Atomic Plane

Despite low priorities and lack of
funds, the Air Force has successiully.
tested an alc engine that could oper-

ate an a The engime is still too
cumbersome, r,mmer. to be installed in
T,

The air genersls sre mow seratching
for money to reduce the, size and weight
of their atomic engine. They foresee &
future fleet of atomic bombers patrolling
the free w worlds skies as {lying missile
bases, In ds, if and when we
i out of Moroceo, France, Spain,
nes could take their place.

Real Purpose
Tl

ise hehind the
a 1.000-mile Bold
B-58 bomber in
rne missile car-
alomic engines and
could pa-

without re-
af

trol the

uck from lnr point in na atmosphere.




