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Children And The Law

Our Courts
A Judicial

Hodgepodge

(In recent weeks, the e, of the world have been on
North Carolina as a result of the famous Monroe “Kissing
case.” This case—in which two Negro boys were committed to
a_training school, following an incident involving a white
girl—also focused the attention of many thoughtful Tar
Heels on the state’s juvenile court system. This is the first
of a series of articles examining the system, its origins and
its deficiencies.)

By BOB SLOUGH
News Staff Writer

The juvenile court system In North Carolina is char-
acterized by a lack of uniformity that creates a hodge
podge of juvenile court proceedings

In one county, a juvenile judge with years of train
ing as a practicing attorney hears cases in a court that
operates with the efficiency of a well-oiled legal machine.

The judge is provided with a study
of the child's background. He knows the * el
condition of the child’'s home. He knows
the psychological behavior pattern of the
child

The judge has in his hands even be
fore the hearing opens much of the in-
formation needed to arrive at a sensible
decision that will be in the best interest
of the child

In another county a man with no le-
gal training and little time to spend on
such matters, hears a juvenile case

He has no background information

He keeps no records of the proceedings

SLOUGH

Quite possibly, he decides his case in one of three
ways—he pats the delinquent child on the head and tells
him to sin no more, gives the child a severe reprimand,
or sends him off to a training school.

If the judge pals the child on {he head there prob-
ably will be no followup investigation. Most of North
Carolina’s 100 counties have no probation service in their
Juvenile courts,

What'’s wrong with the North Carolina juvenile court
system?

Basically, the philosophy of the juvenile court laws
of the state are sound. The manner in which commu-
nities take advantage of the laws leaves much to be de-
sired, however

\s one veteran juvenile court judge put it, “Unfor-
tunately, many people feel the court is dealing with
little people. Therefore. we should have a little court.”

That, he said, is one thing that is wrong with the
syslem

Six Counties Are Prepared

In six North Carolina counties—Buncombe, Cabar
rus, Gaston, Guilford. Mecklenburg and Wake—domestic
relations courts hear and decide juvenile cases

These courts were created hecause the counties took
advantage of a state law permitting the operation of such
courts

Ninety-one other North Carolina counties have not
faken advantage of the law. In these counties the clerks
of court. hy law, serve as juvenile judges.

A survey by the National Probation and Parale Assn
revealed that the majority of the clerks of Superior Court
serving as juvenile judges for their counties indicated
their ather duties have become so heavy that they are

unable to devote a sufficient amoutit of time or attention
to their duties as juvenile judges

Many of these men are well qualified to serve as
clorks of court, yet not suited by temperament. train-

ing, or past experience, lo serve as a juvenile judge
This does not mean the clerks have not ed de
votedly and without conscience as juvenile judges,
.. .

Clerks Admit Lack Of Experience

juvenile
duties and
hey would

who have done the b
irst to admit that pressing
'n\ of «\;mu nce prevent their doing what
an adequate job

In the majority of the counties where th
as judge the county juvenile courts have no
ters ot hearing chambers Many hold pr
their own quarters

1
clerk serves

quar

Most of the clerks report wo clerical personnel ex
cept for their regular staff and no special provision for
maintaining juvenile records.
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NPPA asked 85 judges. “What do you see as some

of the major needs in connection with the present system
of juvenile courts in North Carolin

Over half mentioned “better probation service" for
both pre-hearing studies and supervision
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Almond To Offer
Stopgap Legislation

At Special Session

RICHMOND. Va. (® — Vir
ginia's Legislature will meet
in extraordinary session
Wednesday to seek new de
fenses for the state in its
battle against integration 1in
the public schools
Gov. 1. Lindsay Almond Jr.
called the special session Sunday
night—six days affer the courts
had dealt a knockoul blow to
“massive resistance” laws en-
acted in 19

Without these laws. under which
nine schools have been ciosed, the
state is powerless to prevent or
delay integration where il is or-
dered by federal judges for no

later than h‘h 2

p pr
gram des an( to meet the mo\l
immediate problems—when he ad
dresses the Stale Senate and
House of Delogates in joint ses-
sion Wednesday noon

The governor said he still plans
to appoint a committee of legisla-
[tors 10 formulate & long-range
anti-integration program.

NO HINT

Almond declined any hint of
measures he would rec
He said “it would serve

purpose” to disclose |
whetlier e Wil dtTera plan aimed
at staving off integration in Arling
nd in the localities where
closed schools may have to be re-
opened on a racially mixed basis

laid to appeal to the ULS. Supreme
Court the order of U.S. Dist. Judge
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Five States Facing
Cleanup After Flood

22,000
Families

Affected

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

Floods still menaced some
areas in five eastern and cen-
tral states today but waters
from swollen tivers and
streams were receding in
most sections, The worst of
the mid-winter flooding ap-
peared temporarily ended.

The chief problem for the
thousands hit by last week's dev-
ing floods in Ohio, Pennssl.
vania. New York, West Virginia

and Indiana was the huge clean-
' up job. The Red Cross has esti-
000 families

ed mare than
were affected by the floods, with
thousands forced temporarily
from their fiomes

Cold air, with swow or rain
spread [rom the central plains
across the morthern half of the
wdding 1o the inconveni-

AR Photofse) pnee of flood victims,

Would—Be Rescuer ls Rescued In Ohio. one of the states hard-
i est hit by averflow dhio Ri

ice while attempting to rescue two boys who lost their er was the last of the state's
lives in the pond waterways threatening further

Al Cincinnati the big riv-
up to 55 fect, 3 feet above
flood stage. The Weather Bureay
predicted an expected 57-foot crest
will be reached near midnight to-
night. However only minor dam-
ge was expected unless fresh
rains should hike it above the 60-
foot mark

WIDESPREAD DAMAGE

Floods in Ohio caused an estic
ted damage of 100 million dol.
lars in 76 of Ohio's 88 counties.

western  Pennsylvanpia, the
cleanup job was in progress, many
e draft law got a|roads were reopened and pub-
lic transportation was returning
slowly to normal. Schools and in-
dustries also planned to resums

Joseph M. Lipchimsky (far right) is pulled ashore at
Nonquit Pond in Riverton. R. I, after falling through the
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