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pil Assignment Act serves
ihe state well and t s
lv and honorably applied. will undoubt

long
as long as

edly be allowed o stand by the federal
judiciary. But, if this week’s federal ¢
decision in the Virginia case is

guide, an unused and ill-advised p
of the 1956 Pearsall Plan legislation is
in peril. It js the provision which per-
mits the board of education of any ad-
ministrative unit to “suspend the opera-
tion of one or more of the public schools
under its jurisdiction” on a vote of the

people

This feature was known as “local op-
tion” and was to be employed only in
“intolerable situations.” although the lat-

ter term does not appear in the law. It
was this threat to the state constitutional
principle of “a general and uniform sys-
em of public schools” that prompted our
own opposition to the Pearsall Plan pack-
age when it was presented to the Gen-
eral Assembly in 1956

The ruling handed down by a special
three-judge court in Norfolk Jan. 19 was
almed specifically at Virginia's “massive
resistance” school closing law. But note
cm-funy the court's language:

.. We are at the inescapable con-
clusion that the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, having accepted and assumed the
responsibility of maintaining and operat-
ing public schools, cannot act through
one of its officers to close one or more
public schools in the state solely by rea-
son of the assignment to, or enroliment
in. that public school of children of dif-
ferent races or colors, and, at the same
time keep other public schools through-
out the state open on a segregated basis
The ‘equal protection’ afforded to all
persons and taxpayers Is lacking in such
a situation”

The judges did not suggest that the
state must maintain a public school sys-

The Man-In-Motion

YNDON JOHNSON may be czar of

the Senate; but you do not become
a czar without a weather eye for the
auspicious moment.

Another  auspicious moment came
Tuesday, and disarming everyone. Lyn-
don Johnson seized it to introduce a
civil rights bill.

The jolt that made it a headline’move
did not derive so much from the nature
of his bill as from the instinct for drama
which disarms Sen. Johnson's tactical foes
in encounter after encounter. His pro-
posal for a federal “community rela-
tions service,” similar to the Federal
Mediation and Conciliation Service for
labor disputes, bears the stamp of orig-
inality. But even the projected right of
subpoena for the U. S attorney general
fo gain access to voting records, now
being touted as surprising, is not really
80 surprising as it may seem. Rather it
seems a logical, even conservative, out-
growth of the Alabama experience of
the federal Civil Rights Commission
When electoral officials in Alabama re.
fused to lay bare their records, their de-
fiance drew stringent criticism from the
moderate southern press—even, in some
cases, from its fire-eating wing. On the
“hate” bombings. North Caro
Sen. Ervin, collaborating with
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Carried To Extremes

matter,
srmine.
v wrote,

of course, for
“We merely
that the closing
school or grade therein, for
is heretofore assigned, violates
the right of a citizen to equal protection
laws and, as to any children will-

ttend a school with a member
rs of the opposite race, such
ng is a deprivation of due

. the federal court out-
ircumstance which appears to
parallel rather closely a situation which
tht arise in North Carplina under the
option” feature of the Pearsall

lined a

In the eyent the State of Virginia
withdraws from the business of educat-
ing its children, and the local governing
hodies assume this responsibility, the
e principles with respect to equal
profection of law would be controlling
to that particular county or city. While
the county or city, directly or indirectly,
maintains and operates a school system
with the use of public funds or partici-
es by arrangement or otherwise in
the management of such school system,
no one public school or grade in the
county or city may be closed to avoid
the effect of the law of the land while
other public schools or grades remain
open at the expense of the taxpayers.
Such schemes or devices looking to the
cut-off of funds for schools or grades
affected by the mixing of races, or the
closing or elimination of specific grades
in such schools, are evasive tactics which
have no standing under the law.”

If this opinion stands, it is doubtful
that one or more schools could be closed
under the Pearsall Plan while others in
the same district remain open at the
taxpayers' expense.

It should give panse to a school board
in North Carolina with any idea of using
this harsh and unusual method of evad-
ing the requirements of federal law.
The warning Is clear. It should be
heeded. 3

Has Sticky Fingers

Sen. Kennedy, has already beat Lyndon
to the draw.

In fact, Lyndon's fingers seem to be
right Sticky.

Why, then, :hnum Lyndon’s latest play
jalt_everyone? Like the sound of the
falling tree in an empty forest, the big
noise is mostly in the ear of the listener.
If the languor of Washington were not
so oppressive, if presidential leadership
were not so atrophied, the maneuvers
of one senator would not draw such un-
reserved notice. But the !and hungers
for political adventure, the big noise,
the yoice in the wilderness. It has fallen
to a talented parliamentarian from Texas
with an astute sense of timing to satisfy
that hunger. No doubt one of the secrets
of Lyndon's success is that he holds the
rare position of the activist and the mid-
dle-of-theroad man at once. He has be-
come an activist because no one else has
much of a move about him: and he com-
mands the middle of the road hy coast-
ing right between the instransigent
southern group and the militant Doug-
lasites

Once again, Lyndon Johnson has
earned a hurrah or two! but for all we
know he is sprinting hard in the direc-
tion of a presidential nomination, watch-
ing with eagle eyes for every idea he
can use. It's his privilege: but he will
need to be watched for sticky fingers.

An Escape Route
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The Barrier Of Words: Even Allies Cross Their Signals

By WALTER LIPPMANN

W ASHINGTON

[P Anibony Nutting, writing
from London on Mr. Mi
koyan's visil, has succeeded in
demonstrating how hard it is for
even the friendliest nations to
understand one another. Mr \'m.

ting reports that it is being *
Hously debalés® It Londa wheth:
er the United States is moving

towards “a two-power deal’ with

Memoir Game
Is Profitable,
Hard To Play

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS, Spain

Y golly, T got me a predic

ment. [ want to wrile
memoirs and I don’t know how. [
am bulging with trenchant stuff,
but T don't know what sort of an-
gle to hang it on.

The reason | want to write my
memoirs is thal it seers (o he a
very lucrative business. Harry
Truman couldn't haberdash very
good, and there is a divided vote
on his ability to remember oc-
cutately from the presidential
days, but he wrote his memoirs
and got paid so much money that
it took the publishing house a year
or so of saving pennies to get
even for the advance. Ty Was
great with giving ‘em hHl with
his mouth, but when he and his
spook sat down at the piano, all
that came out was “‘Abide With
Me."" That year they weren't buy~
ing spirituals.

UNCLE TKE

Now, Uncle Tke, he done real
good, because he got his single
hlernr\' effort classified as ‘caj
tal gains, representing a summa-
tion of his life's work, and avoid-
ed the normal tax on income. T
must that Uncle ke had the
decency to give most of it back
when he got steady work being
President,

The greatest old pro of them
all, Winnie the Church, never
overlooked an easy buck in his
lengthy career, I believe he got
his memoirs classified as antiques,
and didn’t even have to pay the
capital-gains bite, as England
doesn't own any such animal_His
little bouncing boy, Randolph, at
the moment is going the old man
one better. Randolph is doing the
unsanctioned memoirs of Sir An-
thony Eden, and his premise is
that somebody goofed on the Suez
bil. Sir Anthony has not been
available for comment, but the
Beaverbrook press has, since
they were printing bits and pieces
of the Churchillian precis on the
trials of poor old Tony in a
changing world

But we are coming into a bright
new age of the memoir business
with the expected souvenirs of
Mr. Sherman Adams, the needed
man. Mr. Adams got kicked out
of his job by popular request for
a slight confusion of moral princi-
ple. As assistant president of the
1 nited States, he just couldn’t see
any political harm in letting a
little man named Goldfine pick up
his hotel tabs and buy him fancy
clothes.

SUITABLE BAIT

1f jeopardizing your public posi-
tion as top hand for the President
is suitable bait for memoirs, Sher-
man Adams’ cohfidences ought to
do_hetter than an ent Dr.
Zhivago” and '
wan't do s well as the inevitable
reminiscences of Mr. Goldfine, un-
less he decides that the Fifth
:\n\emlmnnl applies to literature
well ‘as congressional hearings
nnd forgotten cashiers’ ghecks
The only topper [ can think of is
a sedate recollection called “Who
Flung the Stink Bomb in Mrs
Murphy's Tea House?' by one
James Hoffa, the self-styled sum-
mer replacement  for  Genghis
Khan and Alexander the Greal
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male drunk
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oyan has now gone

got nowher

presu

the Soviet Union. After a long

report on how much our motives
are suspected in Europe. he pro-
ceeds to lecture us on what we

must ﬂu 'o make our European
netter about us

to all
o, discuss and
agree with them future pol-
icies and procedures.” A failure
to do these things which we are
doing, says Mr. Nutting quite
solemnly, “‘would be playing Rus-
sia's game beyond the point of
safely

assuring report”
partners, and

SUSPICION

1f this s the kind of uninformed
suspicion which exists inLondon
it is enough to make anyone de-

spair of the effectiveness of a
free press Here are two all
hoth spesking the same lang;
hoth 02 inst nunnm
both ahle 1o print_and to read
whatever they choose, both com.
mitted to the same international
ideals, and yet a writer with con-
nections in official quarters in
London suspects us of being so

foolish and so disloyal that we
are contemolating a_two-power
deal at the expense of Europe.

RIGHT T0 BE TRUSTED

I do not expect
us to be understood or trusted
by Moscow, Bul we have, I sub-
mit, earned the right to be trusted
by our closest allies, We do not
betray our friends, and the sus-

For my part

What-

e
Nixon: No Direct Talk

cion that gulltble
nn« Mr. Mikoyan can “scl us
into betraying our friends is am
affront to the honor of America
and an insult to its intelligence.
The public part of Mr. Mikoy-
an's visit seems to me to show
that between the Communist
world and ours there can on the
great issues be little free and
open communicatidn. We live in
very different worlds We see
things with very different eves.
We judge them with very differ-
ent minds. The best we can do
is to negotiate cautiously more or
less at arm'’s length. But the kind
of full understanding needed for

political cooperation is a very

long way off. It is, therefore, ab-
surd to invite Mr. Mikoyan to
subject himself to a public exhibi-
tion like “meet the Press” and it
is absurd for Mr. Mikoyan to ac-
cept the Invitation to do that
The show on Sunday was as use-
ful as an attempt to mate a
whale which lives in the sea with
an elephant which lives on the
land.

PERSON TO PERSON

Those who have studied care-
fully the problem of communica-
tion between the Soviet Union
and the West know that the com-
munication cannot be general but
must be specialized. The mathe-
maticians and the physical scien-
tists can communicate with one
another. So can the engineers or
the agriculturi So can artist
So can experienced and sephis
cated statesmen, So can ordinary
tourists meeting ordinary people.
But Mr. Mikoyan cannot talk to
the American people in the mass
nor could Mr. Nixon talk, even if
he had the freedom of the Sovi
radio, to the Russian people in
the mass

NO BEAUTY CONTEST

As to the results of Mr. Mi-
kl an's tour, they cannot he
ured by the crowds and the
hPmllyn(u hy the curiosity of the
people who saw him or by their
courtesy. The results of the visit
will be tested as we see whether
or nol we are moving towards
negotiations on the whole German
question, For surely that was the
real objective of Mr. Mikoyan's
visit, as it is the objective of

‘Well, At This Price We Had To Sacrifice Something’

People’s Platform

Our Playful Spoof
Stirs Up A Reader
Charlotte
Editors. The N
l 'l”l\!\ very h

News:
by of your edi-
page, and I was there

Inrp surprised and disappointed
at mn editorial of last Thursday
d tie experimental pro-
n last Tuesday night in
Auditorium by several
aculty of Queen's
a group of very

iss
members of the fa
( o and by

in
1 do nol
care for jaza for the most part
and 1 do not like to have my

ideas of poetry tampered with. T
went to Ninniss Auditorium with
grave misgivings. What I found
there was a refreshing and provo-

The Source

TTHE contemporary wave of ju-

dicial sabotage of the crimi-
nal law was given a tremendol
impetus by national proh:
The federal courts then be

throw oul cases against convicted
hootleggers on the ground that
they had been arrested without

probable cause, or heen subjected
io unlawful searches and sei-
zures. It was not long before oth-
er criminals had become the
heneficiaries of the new constitu-
tional complex. — Willlam Seagle
In “Acquitted Of Murder.”

cative program of a high sland
ard of excellence, put on with dig-
nity, with humor, and with no in-
considerable talent
Could it be that your editorial
of last Thursday was written from
influence and not from reality? Is
it possible that the author of the
editorial may not have been in
Ninniss Auditorium where poetry
was read to the accompaniment
of jazz?
— PATSEY GOODWIN
Editors' Note: Reader Goodwin
writes from inference and not
from reality. The performance In
question was reviewed Jan. 14 on
our Entertalnment Page. The edi-
torial In question appeared Jan.
15 and playfully explored the Idea
of blending poetry and jazz. It
was by no stretch of imagination
a review,

the Soviet gambit in Berlin.

His purpose ‘cannot have been
to enter a popularity contest, for
which he is as little qualified ay
he would be for a beauty cop.
test. If the purpose of his visit
was to open up the German ques.
tion, he is not going home empty.
handed. For the President and
Mr. Dulles have shown that thew
hope to make the German ques.
tion negotiable if Moscow is se.
riously interested in negotiating.

Threatening
To Shut The
Golden Gate

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

THE threatened fight against

the choice df Los Angeles 25

the site of the 1960 Democratic

national convention offers a re.

vealing glimpse of the presidential

power plays now shaping up in
the party.

The rising power of the West
won_ recognition in the choice of
Los Angeles by a special eight-
member site committee. Their
recommendation is subject to ap-
proval by the full national commit.
tee at a Washington meeting Feb,
7,

PREVIEW OF A STRUGGLE

In brief, this is a preview of
the looming struggle between lib-
erals friendly to Adlai Stevenson,
who now find their spiritual home
in the West, and the big-city ma.
chines which incline in the direc-
tion of Senator John F. Kennedy
of Massachusetts. Neither man
wants any such collision, at least
not yet, and both might lose
ground by it

But they are at the mercy of
their friends who naturally want
the convention held in the climate
most favorable to their hops
Standing on the sidelines with tha
balance of power are the South
ern members of the national com-
mittee. The South’s problem at
present, of course, is that any
overt use of the Southern power
would hurt a candidate; signifi-
cantly, the Southerners on the site
committee impartially divided
their votes among the contending
cities.

The Kennedy forces have made
no secret of the fact that Chicago
is their convention preference, and
Mayor Richard J. Daley of Chi-
cago has announced that he would
appeal to the full committee to
reject Los Angeles in its favor

1t is equally true that although
Stevenson is a resident of Illinois
and was Its governor, his power
base today is the big Western
state where he was born neatly
59 years ago. By coincidence, Los
Angeles is his birthpl,

For primary and convention piir-
poses, California will have a
vorite son. Gov. Edmund G. (P,
Brown, elected by a prestige.
laden plurality of a million yois
last fall. But Brown continues to
insist that he feels committed to
spend at least four years as gove
ernor, and the state's politicians
say that the hearts of the rank
and file still belong to Stevenson,

RATIFICATION FIGHT

California's national committee~
man, Paul Ziffren, is presently en-
gaged in lining up a Western bloo
for the ratification fight here, It
is anticipated that Jake Arvey of
Chicago will be joined in the ate
tack on Los Angeles by Carmine
De Sapio of New York and Gov.
David Lawrence of Pennsylvania,
a trio long powerful in national
committee affairs.

n New Orleans, Lawrence tried
o slip in between Los Angeles
and Chicago with Philadelphia,
Californians hope the same divi-
sion will persist and award them
the final victory

The open battle is being fought
on considerations of communica-
tions, time and convenience, These
are all genuine and important fac-
tors, and they were anxiously con-
sidered by the site committee,
The communications industry nate
urally favors its Eastern centers
and also would save money it
Republicans and Democrats choss
the same cit

Its pressure v\nrk! in Chicago's
favor, as that is neutral ground
between two leading GOP contend.
ers—Vice l’rpw'em Richard M.
Nixon of California and Gov. Nel
son Rockefeller of New York.

Ziffren argued successiully with
the site committee that the con-
vention management could control
the time of the sessions to meet
every demand of good communi
cations. He insisted that Demo-
cratic gains west of the Mississip-
pi entitled it to consideration and

attacked Chicago's near-monopoly
of recent conventions
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