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Meet the Commission: They Run Crime

He was born in Italy, came to the United States In 1009,

By SANDY SMITH
Special Press Correspondent
Chicago—Who are gangland's commissioners?
The Federal Bureau of Investigation found that the com-
mission, the grand council of the murderous La Cosa Nostra
brotherhood, is composed of the following mobsters:

* * *

MOMO SALVATORE (MOE)
GIANCANA—At 83, Glancana

MOE GIANCANNA

is bald, eccentric, wild-tem-
pered, and the king of Chicago
rackets, Before he was old
enough to vote, he was ar-
rested three times as a mur-
der suspect. One homicide
case against him collapsed
when the state's chief witness
was murdered.

Giancana served two prison
sentences for thievery and
moonshining. He was released
from the last term in World
War 2. Then his draft board re-
jected him for the army serv-
ice as a psychopath,

Years later, Giancana said:
“Who wouldn't pretend he was
nuts to stay out of the Army.
The draft beard asked me
what I did for a living and I
told them I was a thief, They
thought I was crazy but I
wasn't—I was telling them
the truth.”

Most of

the commission

gangsters shun notoriety but Giancana loves to showboat. He
courted singer Phylis McGuire across this country and followed

her through Europe.
The other

inded

mostly seri

hoodlums, have criticized him—when he is out of earshot, of
course—for neglecting the rackets to go pub-crawling.

* *

*

CARLO GAMBINO—Gambino, 61, is one of the four New

York gangsters on the com-
mission, He was born in Italy.
At the age of 19, he entered
this country as a stowaway.
For the last six years, the gov-
ernment has been attempting
to deport him.

A gang assassination put
Gambino on the commission.
He took over the chair of Al-
bert (Double-A) Anastasia
after he was slain in a New
York barbership in 1957.

Gambino's only legitimate
business is a New York part-
nership of so-called ‘“labor con-
sultants.”

He has a 33-year police
record of arrests for embez-
zlement and liquor law viola-

*tions. He was convicted of pos-

sessing untaxed alcohol in 1941
but his sentence was suspend-

~ed and he was placed on pro-

bation for five years.
* *
THOMAS

(THREE-FINGER BROWN)

CARLO GAMBINO

*
LUCCHESE—

Lucchese, 64, wears two hats on the commission. He is a mob

. THOMAS LUCCHESE

delegate from New York City
and the gang council's com-
missioner of boxing.

According to the govern-
ment, Lucchese was the man
behind Frankie Carbo when
Carbo was considered the un-
derworld boxing czar. Carbo
controlled the fighters and
Lucchese controlled Carbo.

Lucchese's arrest record be-
gins in 1921, His only prison
term was for auto theft. He
was arrested for questioning
in five murders but released
each time for lack of evidence.

His principal legitimate in-
terests are in women's gar-
ment firms. Police say he
owns or controls af least six
clothing companies.

* * *

JOSEPH (JOE BANANAS) BONANNO—Bonanno, 58, Is

another commission delegate
from New York but at his sec-
ond home in Tucson, Ariz., he
attempts to pass himself off
as a quiet-living real estate
man.

Government files show that
Bbnanno has been involved in
a lot of things—supplying ma-
chine guns to the Capone
gang in Chicago, extortion,
gambling, narcotics, gold
smuggling and grand larceny.
But he never has been con-
victed of anything.

Bonanno's businesses include

JOSEPH BONANNO

Race Hate-

(Continued From Page SA)

people learn to judge people
themselves, not

Nazism or communism.

I have lived under Nazism
and my parents under commu-
nism;olmtol'hnlm
.o 36

3 at Apalachin

At least five of the 12 members of the Cosa Nostra
commission attended the 1957 gathering of hoodiums at the
Apalachin estate of the late Joseph Barbara, Sr.

They are Carlo Gambino, Joseph Bonanno, Vite Geno-
vese, Gerardo Catena and John Scalish.

VITO GENOVESE—Genovese, 66, is the only commis-
mission gangster behind bars now. He is serving a term in

Atlanta Federal Prison for a
multimillion dollar dope ped-
dling conspiracy. He has man-
aged somehow, according to
the government, to pull
switches on commission deals
from his jail cell.

Before he went off to prison
in 1959, Genovese was the
commission’s strongman in
New York, His power was un-
affected by arrests on charges
of murder, felonious assault,
receiving stolen goods, lar-
ceny, arson and bookmaking.
One murder case against him
was dropped after the state’s
chief witness was fatally poi-
soned in the cell in which he
was held for protection.

A crackdown on New York
rackets forced Genovese to
flee to Italy in 1937. For the
next six years, he hobnobbed

VITO GENOVESE

with the Italian dictator, Benito Mussolini. Genovese gave
Mussolini $250,000 for new buildings. Mussolini responding by
bestowing his highest civilian award on Genovese,

During World War 2, Geno-
vese tossed lavish parties in
Rome for Mussolini's Nazi al-
lies, including Herman Goer-
ing.

* ok ok

GERARDO VITO (JERRY)
CATENA—Catena, 58, is the
New Jersey gang boss. His po-
lice dossier shows arrests for
gambling, robbery, grand lar-
ceny, loitering, bribery of a
federal juror and as a ma-
terial witness in a murder
case.

His interests In gambling
and legitimate business have
just as wide a range. He con-
trolled gambling casinos in
Cuba, held shares in other
casinos in Nevada, and oper-
ated a number of New Jer-
sey concerns, including juke-

JERRY CATENA

box and vending machine firms.

SEBASTIAN JOHN (BIG JOHN) LAROCCA—Larocca, the
Pittsburgh gang chief, was born in Italy 62 years ago. He

entered the United States
when he was 10 years old.

He was 21 when he was sent
to prison for assault to kill.
He was convicted later of
carrying concealed weapons
and operating a lottery.

Larocca got his start in the
gang as a moonshiner and
numbers gambler in the East
Liberty section of Pittsburgh,

On his take from the rack-
ets, he acquired a cement
block company, a beverage
firm, considerable real estate,
and a palatial residence in the
Pittsburgh suburb of Ingomar.

Larocca’s petition for citizen-
ship was pending in 1953 when
the government attempted to
deport him as an undesirable
alien. This action was based
on two of his previous con-
victions.

BIG JOHN LAROCCA

It was halted, according to testimony before the Senate
Rackets Committee, by a “pre-dnud pardon” from former
John

Pennsylvania Gov.

Fine. The pardon knocked out
one of the convictions in the
government's deportation case.
Larocca agreed not to apply
for citizenship again before
1964.

* ok ok

STEVE MAGADDINO — In
Buffalo rackets, Magaddino,
72, is the boss. In the city’s
legitimate business, he oper-
ates a pest control company
and a linen supply firm.

He owned a liquor firm, too,
until the State Liquor Author-
ity closed it.

Appropriately, for a hood-
lum whose mob once was
known as “the good killers,”
Magaddino also is an under-
taker.

*

*

STEVE MAGADDINO

*

Valachi’s Song

Joseph Valachi, the hood-
lum who has been talking to
the Department of Justice, is
expected to appear this month
before the Rackets Com-
mittee. What kind of a wit-
ness will he make and what
weight does his testimony
hold? Has the upderworld
placed a $100,000 price tag on

his head?

These questions and others
are answered in three dis-
patches by Harry Ferguson,
UP - International  reporter,
starting

TOMORROW

The Press

How FBI EXposed Blg Shots

Special Press Correspondence

Chicago — An FBI “intel-
ligence” probe — the trap
that snared spies, Communist
Party leaders and big-time
jewel thieves — exposed the
underworld commission of 12
gang lords.

This was revealed by Jus-
tice Department officials in
the first full disclosure of

the FBl had the
existence of the commission.

And FBI officials here and
in Washington re(used to dis-
cuss the “i " probe

An i
may continue for years be-
fore there is any evidence of
federal law violations.

This is so because the in-

of the gangland council.
But federal prosecutors,
i ing that the i

is used
most often on persons who
are directing crimes instead
of i them.

probe of the commission
did reveal why the FBI
opened the attack on the com-
mission with an “intelli-

methods used by G-men to
s the 2

and its terrorist society, La
Cosa Nostra.

At the same time, govern-
ment prosecutors reported
that the inf ence effort by
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation laid the groundwork
for conspiracy cases against
the commission gangsters.

FBI agents are assembling
the evidence by which the
government hopes to prose-
cute the commission mobsters
for conspiracy to control or-
ganized crime across the na-
tion, it was disclosed.

None of the commission big
shots are sitting ducks, the
Justice Department sources
pointed out. It may take
months or years to bag them.

It may be that I the
gavernmenl officia s ex-

before the govern-
ment can prove in court what
the FBI learned in a 6-year
investigation—that the com-
mission gangsters conspire to
cut up national and inter-
national rackets.
FBI found that the
commission is composed of
mobsters from nine cities.

i boss,
Momo Salvatore (Moe) Gian-

department
no Inrlher explanation. It
gave no hint of exactly bow

gence"  investigation and
what this i
The Justice Depnrunenl

spokesmen said thaf

The intelligence investiga-
tion is a proven technique in
the FBL It was used first on
foreign espionage agents and
on the Communist Party.

It was employed success-
fully alterwml to break up a
of jewel thieves who en-

ed milliondollar
"scores on wealthy Chica-
in Miami

And that, according to one
Justice Department official,
is precisely what Giancana
and the other gangsters are

doing on the commission.

“Those commission hood-
lums are so far removed from
the daily operation of the
rackets that, from Lhe :und
point of legal proof, th
pear to be almost law- nb(d-
ing.” he said.

“Their underlings may
break the law but the big
shots steer clear of direct in-
volvement in crime. They sit
back and call the shots.

“The prime purpose of the

is

The prime target of the in-
telligence inquiry is the
group, rather than the indivi-
dual. Such a probe is aimed
at the espionage apparatus or
Jewel gang.

In this type of investigation,

nﬂt.

exposure. That's just what
the FBI did with the com-
mission.”

“Now the government
knows what it is up against—
a conspiracy on a gigantic
scale. The literal translation
of the words La Cosa Nostra
is ‘our thing’. In the light of
what has been discovered,
the gansters consider all the
rackets, plus a good chunk of
leglﬂmala business, as their
‘thing’ — a pnu to be split
between them.”

Here, the spokesman said,
the FBI agents took apart
Giancana’s rackets organiza-
tion tnul.ze pnhllmlhlt the
government was to
at least one hm:m
gambling deal he was at-
tempting to swing

commission.

The first clues to the exist-
ence of the commission were
turned up by Chicago FBI
agents tracing Giancana's
cross-country and in-
ternational junkel.s. the gov-
ernment official said.

standard price of their work
—$1,000 per man per job —
was revealed.

TWO — Giancana’s deals
with the commission for Chi-
cago mob control of gambling
casinos, lotteries and race
tracks in Jamaica and the
Dominican Republic.

THREE — An invasion
Giancana and his sidekicks—
with commission approval —
of gambling casinos in Ne-
vada.

FOUR — How -Giancana
laid before the commission
his squabble with Eastern
gangsters in 1961 over the
purses of Charles (Sonny) Lis-
ton before Liston won the
world’s heavyweight cham-
pionship. According to the
government, this deal was
a little too much even for
the commission. It ruled that
a buddy of Giancana was not
entitled to a share of Liston's

purses.

FIVE — The power of Gian-
cana over political organiza-
tions.

concla
Giancana and the First Ward
alderman, Jobn D'Arco. After
this misadventure, Giancana
ordered D'Arco sacked as

one point, the intel-
i igation of the

and galned citizenship in 1924.
* *

JOHN T. SCALISH—Cleve-
land gang ventures, from vend-
ing machines to labor ‘“‘mus-
cle,” are dominated by Scal-
ish, 51. His true name is Gio-
vanni Scalisi.

Scalish's formal education
ended at the seventh grade.
He was 18 when police ar-
rested him for the first time.
At 21, he was sentenced to the
state reformatory for rob-
bery. He was granted a par-
don by Gov. George White
in 1935,

Scalish is a partner in the
Buckeye Cigaret Service, a
vending machine company.
The Justice Department says
he exercises control over sev-
eral Teamsters Union locals
in Ohio,

* *

JOHN SCALISH

*

JOSEPH ZERILLI—Zerilli, 66, of Detroit, is described by
the government as & gangster so wealthy that he doesn't

need to keep his hands in the
rackets anymore.

As a young man, Zerilli
drove a milk wagon and a
bread truck. When prohibition
came along, he switched to
beer and Detroit’s East Side
gang of bootleggers. The end
of the dry era turned Zerilli
to gambling, the prime source
of his present wealth.

His legitimate interests are
manifold—a wholesale produce
company, a beer distributing
company, a baking concern, a
bus company and two race
tracks.

Detroit police have arrested
Zerilli on charges ranging
from suspicion of robbery to
suspicion of murder. He was
convicted only once—of carry-
ing a concealed weapon. He
paid a $50 fine,

JOSEPH ZERILLI

* * *

ANGELO BRUNO
| hut he peddled them early this year.
* *

thief, is the top dog of the

RAY PATRIARCA — Patri-
arca, 55, a onetime jewel
Massachusetts-Rhode Island-
Connecticut gangs. His abil-
ity to consolidate the mobs
of three states into one un-
derworld organization put him
on the commission.

It was a good deal for Pat-
riarca. In addition to the rack-
ets he took over, he picked up
cigaret machine companies,
earth-moving firms and manu-
faeturing concerns.

Since 1926, Patriarca has had
27 arrests and 16 convictions.
His pardon in 1938 from a 3-
to5 year prison term touched
off a political scandal. It de-
veloped that the names of
priests had been forged on his

ANGELO BRUNO — Bruno,
53, is Philadelphia’s man on
the commission. His full name
is Angelo Bruno Annaloro but
he dropped his last name years
ago.

Bruno has been lucky in
court, He was convicted three
times—1935, illicit still; 1954,
two lottery charges — but
never went to jail. Each time,
he gained probation. Police
were unable to convict him on
other charges including drug
violations and gambling.

Bruno took over the Phila-
delphia-Camden mob from his
rackets mentor, Marco Regi-
nelli. Both were partners in
the Penn-Jersey Vending Co.
As mob chief, Bruno ac-
quired two other vending firms

o

RAY PATRIARCA

pardon application. Patriarca was sent back to prison and

didn’t get out until 1944.
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cil of the Mafia, convened in
the Statler Hotel in Cleveland.
Police seized 23 of the gang-
ster:

i
i

respite with an order that
hobbled the FBI agents trail-
Giancana.

federal

ficial A
another target off an FBI in-
telligence im he
Communist

unist pational
chairm wa,A
ﬁy;ln.
must say 1
others of ul.m —_
harassed (by the FBI), failed

to take similar actiom .
l‘nwmhh
them (the FBI) on.”




