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A New South Not So Wild A Dream
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Lrwis CARrOLL.

I ISTEN to the words and wince
4 The South in 1858 is awash in 2
torrent of rhetoric—angry, nostalgic. pi-
tiable rhetoric as far removed from
reality as a Kkaleidoscope's fractured
images.

A great region on the brink of un-
maginable wealth and progress is in
actual danger of drowning in the feck-
less vaporings of its own cant and sen-
timentality

Fear has unlocked the floodzates It
might as well be called by its own
name for it will never be banished until
it is isolated and labeled for dispassion-
ate scruliny

Fear of change, fear of the distrusted
industrialization and its effect on social
values. fear of the Negro. fear of trade
unionism, fear of Washington, fear of
northern Democrats, fear of political in-
novation and economic revolution: These
are the mightmares of the spirit that
haunt the South’s consciousness in 1958

But more than anything else it is fear
of the future.

'l‘HFT South has reached a point in
tory where it must turn from the
*'citadels of constraint and artifice back
to nalure or forward to progress

The South cannot continue to cultivate
a cultural heritage which does not cor-
respond to social reality. The individual
southerner in 1958 cannot continue to
nourish a nostalgic wish to sit on the
cool and columned veranda. sip bour-
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in the region and in its people. In
lessness and despair, he turned I
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escape.
nay-sav-

st be fought
calling
intellec

'l‘lll-_' battle is here mt
- here by our own people
upon their own vast moral and
tual resources to challenge and
the bugaboos of the past and build a
new South that will be hetter

old. They must not heed the advice of
eilher the negativists or the escapist
there must rites of prop

2 peace with ancestral
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BVIOUSLY, this
to terms with t

mean coming

e race problem, re-
jecting Negrophobia as an arficle of
faith and reaching whal can best be
termed an accommodation with the re-
gion's own conscience. The South can-
not exclude the Negro. He is a part of
us. He has a vital place in the econo
structure today and. given an opportun-
ty to improve his usefulness, can be-
come an even greater assel tomorrow

However, the solution ta thiz prob-
lem lies vn so much in the courtroom
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n the
heart
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common goal
wee, all thot
ident Eisenhower's
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and in the renewal of a mutusl
ard a

cannot be allowed. But, as Jo
lels observed the other da
power were the only substitute fi
archv in this country something tr
ly differen 'm the Americ

would prevail. Somehow:
a \<i no of ang

southern people ¥

st these inevitable changes in
relations, will, when thev have
foreed to accep! what thav at one
might have accepied with dignity
goodwill, will sav. “Why

one Ml us this before?
time.'

No. The answer is nof stuhornness
and steel. 1t is reason and un nding
and goodwill
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