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The Supreme Court And The Schools:
Operation Successful But Patient Died

HE Supreme Court's decision to deny
Little Rock a desperately needed
breathing spell is regrettable.

Strictly on the basis of legal princi-
ples, the ruling can no doubt be justi-
fied. There are, however, larger and in-
finitely more complex tions.

The court Is not dealing with pawns
on a chessboard. It is dealing with men—
men filled with passionate convictions
and a greel accumulation of resent.
ments. It is dealing, too, with a social
situation which has been festering for
years. Tradition, environment, a sense
of guilt, fear, misunderstanding and an-
ger have all contributed to this regional
tragedy.

There are no quick cures. The wound
is too deep for that. The condition can
be treated only if there is forbearance
and restraint on the part of both doc-
for and patient. It will take time, and
Americans—North and South, white and

black—lnun have
glmm Fulbright got

closest to the h-n of the problem when
he wrote in a brief filed with the Su-
preme Court in the Little Rock case:

“We are confronted here with a pr
lem, novel and unprecedented in the his-
tory of our country and extraordinarily
complex. In our congenital optimism, we
Americans believe, or affect to believe,
that social questions of the greatest dif-
ficulty may be solved through the dis-
covery and application of a sovereign
remedy that will forever dispose of the
problem. Yet all this flies in the face
of human ce

“I would suggest, then, that the prob
lem of school integration in Arkansas is
more likely—bearing in mind that flesh
and blood is weak and frail—to yield to
the slow conversion of the human heart
than to remedies of a more urgent na-
ture ™

N THE Little Rock case, the Supreme
Court has applied a sovereign rem-
edy harshly and without any discernible
sympathy for the facts of life below the
Mason-Dinon line. We fear the harshness
of the remedy will set in motion a chain
of events which will do great harm to
the very cause the court champions. It
certainly endangers the cause of public
education in the South.

The effect of the ruling cannot be
Iimited to Little Rock. It implies to the
entire region a strict, impatient and
uncompromising interpretation of the
1954 desegregation decision and the
1955 implementation decree. The latter
ordered school desegregation everywhere
to proceed “with all deliberate speed.”
but with the qualification that “addition-

school

al time” would be allowed if
boards asking for it could demonstrate

to the satisfaction of the federal judi-
ciary, that this “was necessary in the
and is consistent with

public interest
good faith "
P
HE South must await the text of ves
terday's judgment, spelling out the
court’s reasoning, hefore its full effect
on the region as a whole can be known
Chief Justice Warren announced that it
will be “prepared and announced in due
course "

‘This formal opinion will no doubt spelf
out the court’s views on th
question of whether disorde
Tence are sufficient grounds f
ing a plan of integration once it has
been put in ope on, But 1t ought to
go further. It ought o spell out. in ap-
propriate detail, guidelines for federal
judges to use in interpreting the court's
command, “with all deliberate speed™
in dealing with local desegregation cases.
It ought to give local communities, such
as Charlotte, some idea of what consti-
tutes good faith and deliberate spead
More important. it ought to refleet some
sympathy for the South and its people
and the terrible human ;'r\\ dlems they
bear. There must. of course, be justice
for all men — but justice with mercy
and understanding and wisdom

specific
d vio.
rend

or su

OWEVER it feels about

Rock situation, the court must give
the South as a whole the time and floy.
ibility it needs to adjust. If it does not,
if it applies impatient and uncompromis-
ing sovereign remedies to the entire re.
gion, the results will be tragic for all
concerned.

Pressed to the wall. each southern
state will simply come face to face with
the terrible dilemma outlined recently
by North Carolina’s own attorney gen-
eral, Malcolm B. Seawell

“I know that the Supreme Court has
said that denial of the right to attend
publie schools may not be made on the
basis of color or race Al the same time
1 know that the Supreme Court cannot
say to the State of North Carolina, ‘You
must have public schools’ And 1 know
that if we in North Carolina should
close our schools we would cut our own
throats — economically. politically and
spiritually. Our progress would come to
an end, for progress comes through en-
lightenment ™

Justice can be done—and must be done
—without forcing the South to make a
sudden choice between fully integrated
schools or no schaols at all

the Little

Good-Bye To The Cloth Capped Chief

(‘IAN’N among American labor, from
¥ Sam Gompers to the Reuthers and
George Meany, have had their headaches
sure enough. But to them, so far as we
know, the question of raiment has never
caused pain. Style, shape, fabric, fash-
fon has scarcely bothered American la-
bor, except as one of its great ambitions
is always to wear a white collar.

But raiment remains a talking point
with British labor leaders. It was the
source of a zealous debate as far back as
1024, when Ramsay MacDonald led the
first Labor Party cabinet into the gov-
ernment, and the question was whether
or not Laborites would appear on state
occasions in the ribboned, white-tie, long-
1ail finery of the King's tradition. Some
members of the cabinet did not even
own a tuxedo.

The explanation of this clothes-con-
sciousness lies in the Labor movement's
identity with socialist ideals . Among the
more ardent brethren, to adopt the styles
of bourgeois or upper-class dress would
be to betray those ideals. Those first
cabinet members must have thought how
fails would look among the cloth caps of
the neighborhood pub. Labor in general
may think with horror of the concrete
esplanade of Whitehall. which at lunch-

W. E H. In The Sanford Herald

time every day becomes a hastion of mid-

dle-class civil service respectability, fair
ly crammed with striped pants and
morning coats

All this is why we were psted 1o
read of new twists of the sartorial westh
ervane at the Tru(n Unions’ Bourne
mouth conference, | gek A

correspondent nmnd
union chiefs are gradually begir ming to
look more like Amer
leaders.” Apparently v
doffed the cloth-cap austerify
wore business suits

c
of old and
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FRONTIER WEDDING

(‘U.\!Ml'NITlF,S had no public diver-
4 sions and weddings were anticipated
eagerly, hoth for the sumptuous feast
served at the bride's home, where the
vows were usually exchanged, and for
the merry-making and fiddling and dane-
ing afterw:
On the day of the wedding. the groom
and his attendants assembled at his
home, set out to reach the bride’s home
noon, often the hour of the wedding
When they got a mile from the gal's
the men raced horseback to her
door; the first one there won a bottle of
iquor
After the ceremony. the company sat
down to a backwoods feast of beef, pork
somefimes bear meat. or venison. with
vegetables, spread on a table made of a
large slab hewed out with a broadaxe
i supported by four legs in augur
holes. Meanwhile the younger members
of the company were (rying to steal the
hride's shoe: it cost a to redeem
and the bride could not dance until
the forfeit was paid

e

After dinner

till morning. Duri

bridesmaids slipped t! le out
her to bed; the groomsmen
the groom and
her side,

ensconced

ing the bride's
would be next s
sam

How Will We Get Around T he Next Corner & The Next?

By JOSEPH ALSOP

er, if our allies deny us the use
of our overseas airbases for such

TAIPEH, Formosa

FIRST smell, the atmos-
4 e lww is not eyef-
warlike. The hope is that the
Chiriese. Communists. wil finally
conlen! emselves with seizing
one of the rocky islets,

1 which are not
on the Washington “must defend"”
list of offshore islands,

1t this is the outcome, the cri-
sis in (he Formosa Strait will fi-
pally simmer down into a rela.

¢ly harmless fire of propagan-
da claims and counter claims.
But even if we get off this cheap-
Iy, no one should forget for an
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a war, and thus cripple the 80 per
cont of Strategic Air Command
squadrons that are equipped with
medium range bombers.

But it is clear that these tech-
nical arguments are being lightly
weighed 1t is clear, in fact, that
all the Pentagon thinking abont
the use of nuclear weapons in
this wretched conflict is domi-
nated by the conviction that the
nuclear striking power of the
United States is still superior 1o
the nuclear striking power of the
Soviet Union.

NEAR THE END

This is true, of course. We are
now nea. the end, but we have
not reached the end of the period
of the American lead. We are
now close to the period, but we
have not yet entered the period
when our defense plans will
flaccidly permit the Soviets fo
acquire an enormous superiority
in nuclear striking power.

There are strong indications
that certain key figures in the
armod services have just these
minds. Hence they are not averse
facts very much on their
a nuelear showdown
howdown s trag-
nevit it is certainly
o have it now than later,
» this extent, this view is log

O
e NEXT CORNER
But it is altogether illogical

to suppose we are going to get

d the next corner or the cor-
after that, if we get safely
round this corner of the ofishore
The leaders of the gov-
ernment and the leaders of the

islands,

sorviees may tell themselves
they are going to be very hold
““‘ and in the future, But they

They

to themselves

. J STATUTE MICES ¢ dying
will not be bold and firm about

is told_ that
weapons  *would

front

BETTER LOGIC

in, one is told. with hetter
that it is “unthinkable for
American ground forces to con-

tkink
fact, i

The Dulles Formula: A Horerul But Impossib

By WALTER LIPPMANN

able in the

though the

for;

the

t was actua
Japane

don the islonds. w
symbal of |

inten

WASHINGTON 10 the T
AT IS press eoner Mr.  cession would be to
ZX Dulles sent up a trial bal Jicly the use of

loon, - He binted ata formula to refurn to the m
W e this coun- mounce — that Is 1
glement in fiction that tt

it
h

J rade a

drawal from the offshore islands Red (
fur @ pledge that the Red Chi:

nese will not use force to take

over Formosa. This would i

he angemen!

our wa
me it got us out
G nd unpopular com-

ne offshore islands

L good reason to
i the Dulles
be agreed upon. Apart fror
st opposition fo it

Meanwhile, Agomzmg Peapmav

By MARQUIS CHILDS of w
WASHINGTON i
l ¢ li election Bation:

Ve
f n
¥ b I a mo nal
ertain of President
ssociates  STRONG CASE
S e MU Cortainly a stro
made that he huv

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

te: Jack Anderson. Dr
asvistant, has just returned
from the Middle Fast. This column was

written from Baghdad,

ut to camp;

hina
Imost certal
of Chia
the fo
wo

nd nothing to

Will This Be World War Ill's First Battleground?
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