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Council Must Salvage The Roads Plan

'HE belt road plan designed to assure

safe and efficient traffic flow in
the perimeter has been dealt a body
blow by Council inaction.

The plan was unveiled before Coun-
il last December, provoking enthusiastic
expressions of approval. Here was a plan
to reserve rights of way for an ade
quate road system in a largely unde-
veloped area, thus forestalling growth of
a maze of uncoordinated roads. By Feb-
ruary the plan was ready for adoption by
Council. Obviously time was of the es-
sence; this was not a road construction
plan but a device for assuring that ade-
quate rights of way would be available
when the roads became necessary.

On May 13, Mayor Smith called the
road plan “a necessary adjunct to the
growth of the community.” A number
of. councilmen agreed. Apparently a ma-
jority of the Council still believes in the
desirability of the plan. That was the im-
pression coming out of an emergency
huddle called by city-county planners
Wednesday. Yet the plan had not been

approved and the very thing it had been
designed to forestall was on the verge of
happening. A construction firm, in full
conformity with existing regulations,
was seeking approval of a subdivision
which. in the absence of the right-of-way
requirement, could disrupt and distort a
major artery in the roads plan

Thus the city was placed in the posi-
tion of asking the firm to waive its
rights to approval of ils subdivision
plans under current regulations, or of
changing those regulations at the last
minute and thus risking legal complica-
tions. Neither the firm nor the city
should have been placed in this position.
And there is no apparent reason why
they should have been other than a lack
of leadership at City Hall

In any event, the plan is important to
the sourd growth of the perimeter.
Every effort must be made to salvage
it, and there is reason to believe even
at this late date that Council can be
helpful if someone will only tear those
old sheets off the City Hall calendar.

Lifeguards Fuss, Beechwood Drowns

Wﬂmanwllillndhtmu, it is
} considered bad form for lifeguards
to stage a fistfight on the beach before
splashing to the rescue. The swimmer
may drown before all the points of hon-
or are settled.

This fine old Red Cross doctrine lends
itself equally well to the plight of
Beechwood Acres.

«The residential area has already gone
down for the third time.

Every new thunderhead on the horl-
ron poses a new flood threat.

Property damage has already been
heavy, A health problem has arisen. It
¢ not an exaggeration to say that lives
are actually endangered.

_.Everyone agrees that it is a bad sit-
nation.

Everybody—or almost everybody—has
someone in mind to blame.

Nobody has plunged to the rescue.

Gov. Luther Hodges' solution is both
proper and humane.

Said his excellency to Tue NEws yes-
terday:

«“I want to do the work now—and de-
cide later who pays the bill."

That Is precisely the course the feud-
ing lifeguards should have taken several
weeks ago. It is a pity that they didn't.

The State Highway Commission has
been quite busy on the problem during
the past two weeks. We'll concede that.
But far too much of its time and energy
has been employed in the search for ali-
bis and in the preparation of press re-

leases and statements directing the pub-
lic's attention elsewhere. More’s the pity
for the information flowing from the
commission’s public relations office has
not always been especially helpful or en-
tirely accurate.

It may well be that several factors
are to blame for the flooding.

1t may well be that the bill for correct-
ing the whole trouble will have to be
divided several ways.

But in what is essentially a rescue
operation such matters can be settled
later.

We malntain that the conditions that
cause the flooding are curable.

The state is best equipped to do the
curing,

14! it get fo work on the job imme.
diately. And, as the governor so pointed-
?mp‘l’ll it, “determine later who pays the

Sense Of Values

THE quote of the year comes from a
deputy superintendent of education
in the State of Florida:

“The training of our youth in sound
practices in the operation of motor ve-
hicles, for instance, is as important as
learning to read. One might as well be
illiterate as be ignorant of the basic
principles of safe driving.”

Does this mean that the three Rs are
ridin’, ‘ritin’, and 'rithmetic?

It's A Bird! It's A Plane! It's An Aussie!

TIME Is a deceptive thing.

Only a short nap and two yawns
ago we were thrilled with the efforts
of a barrel-chested Kansan, the Clean
Living Glenn Cunningham, who must
have chugged 20,000 miles in his ath-
letic career, most of them in one-mile
ciforts

As a pre-WWII track sfar he held
the imagination, for he rose from a fire-
scarred lad to the summit of circled
cinders. His 4:08 for the mile run fig-
ured to stand for many years,

What with better training, speciali-
zation and the mass assault of many
men, Cunningham's record did not stand.
The record kept slipping lower and low-
er, until optimists led us to believe the
magic Four Minute Mile might be in
sight. Perhaps by 1984.

Even the most casual fans know now
how easily runners have battered down
the fourminute theory. Once that bar-
rier of sond and fury was passed, all
sorts of foreign elements have slipped in,
shattering to bits the stardust of 4:00,

From The Christian Science Mon

It's quite bad enough that in today's
mile events the United States is so poor-
Iy represented. In fact, there's nobody
around right now fleeing to sub-four
minute times. And mark you, the United
States once had locks on the world’s
top milers,

Now comes the dulling word from
Dublin that no less than five non-Yan-
kees eclipsed four minutes in one race.
The winner, one Herb Elliott, set a rec-
ord in 3:545, which is something akin
to driving a grapefruit 300 yards with
a golf club, if one is interested in that
sort of thing.

The crowning blow is that Aussie
Elliott lives on & diet of oats, nuts, rais.
ins, dried fruits and diced bananas.

We can hear the wheels turning right
now among the Post’s and Kellogg's
people. And probably for only two box-
tops our fry will be able to purchase jet
starters to break the curse of foreign
domination of cinder events we o
owned,

TEN THOUSAND SLIPPERS

W‘HE,\' Hans Christian Andersen set

the two little red shoes dancing he
was playing with a theme as universal
as humanity itself. Contrasting with the
treatment he gave it is a story we shall
call “The Ten Thousand Slippers.” It
comes out of the news from the south of
France.

A fire recently destroyed a truck
trailer full of clothes, scenery, and so
forth belonging to the American Ballet
Theater on four in Eorope,

Among the company’s reported losses
were 000 pairs of ballet shoes."” Just
the fact of so many silk slippers keeping
each other company in one place gives
the dormant imagination a jog. And
then, of course, it immediately hecomes
as obvious as it was totally unthought a
moment earlier that these 10,000 slip-
pers are not just silk and ribbons and re-
inforcements, sewn and glued together
like so many shoes in the hoxes at a
boot shop.

Even one ballet slipper, perhaps worn
and soiled, lying just where it fell on
the floor of a dressing room, its rib-
bons twisted and sprawling, seems an
animate creature. It looks as if it Is rest-
ing, reguning energies for future

It looks, ex-

perienced—as professional people them-
selves do in their own environment. Or,
if brand new, it looks eager, innocent, all
expectation.

Now, if someone had mentioned five
thousand pairs of army boots—well,
shoes that have marched some miles in
war or in peace also achieve character;
they are never uninteresting. But ten
thousand ballet slippers! How to convey
in a sentence or two the legends, splen.
dors, poetry, the attainment of deep ma-
turity and the dream-wild aspirations of
youth, plus all the grueling work be-
tween the two? Wasn't there a popular
song of a few years ago that cried:
“Music, maestro, please!"?

A Hollywood columnist once circulated
an erroneous report of Fields' death. The
bulbous-nosed comedian called up the
editor in a rage. “I hope you noticed,”
he roared, “that your foul newspaper
announced my death this morning.”

“That I did,” admitted the editor coolly.
“May 1 ask where you're calling from?”
~LAMAR (Mo.) DEmocrat,

dlines without solid news
der them. News that matters,
that count, generally
to be dug for or fought for:
for these reasons this reporter al-
most never goes o press confer-

ences

The President’s last press con-
ference — the first in over a
month — was no exception to
the foregoing rule. But 1 went
all the same, mainly because I
had not seen one of these perform-
ances in some years, The impres-
sions leflt by the experience were
sad and negative, but perhaps
they are worth recording all the

FAMILIAR IMAGE

Beginning, then, at the begin.
ning, any one whosc private Eis.
enhower-image is the vigorously
striding, easily smiling, richly
self-confident Eisenhower of the
st iz bound to be a little
shocked by the Fisenhower of to-
day. 1 had seen him recently only
at the NATO meeting in Paris,
where he so bravely played his
part after his stroke. T had been
told that he was altogether dif-
ferent now from what he was
then, when one wanted to cheer
his every sentence as a courage-
ous act of will,

Certainly he is different. He
geems an altogethier well man,
who is a little tired. The extraor-
dinary mobility of that extraordi-
nary face has been partly
lost. The smile is more mechan-
jcal, The eyes are less vividly
blue. And especially when you see
the face in profile, you are sud-
denly struck by the way all the
lines go down

Since the President is nearing

Dwight D. Eisenhower At This Week’'s News Conference

63 and holds the most taxing job
in the world, this change In his
appearance would very
surprising, even if he had not suf-
fered the severe fllnesses from
which he has recovered so well.
But there is another thing that
strikes you. too — something
more imangible, less casy to pin
down, but perhaps more impor-
tant than the inevitable signs of
age. You are struck by the dim-
inution of the curious, almost
magical power that Eisenhower
once

This strange Eisenhower power,

it always seemed to me,

was hest summed up by a tri-
fling experience of my own. It
happened just aiter he bad been

named NATO supreme command-

er. I had an errand in the Penta.
gon and I was walking along the
corridor when the general in his
glory burst out of the secretary
of defense’s office, at the head of
a hurrying retinue of aides and
escort officers. We were f{riends
in those days, I congratulated him
on Lis post, and he all but pinned
me to the corridor wall, snd
gave me a five-minute answering
lecture while the aides and es-
cort officers tapped impatient
feet,

CHOKEY FEELING

The theme of the lecture was
simply America'y role in the free
world, and his own deep satis-
faction, to have been asked to

gerva as a principal embodiment
of America's leadership of the
cause of freedom. The syntax,
as usual, was tangled. What he
said was platitudinous enough, al
though the sentiments were Vi
fuous. But for a moment he
made those copybook-platitudes
sound like great traths, elernal
and profound, worthy to be in-
scribed in letters of fire on the
arch of heaven {tself. When he
set off again on his tour of the
Pentagon 1 must confess 1T was
left with a rather chokey feeling.

WELL-BRIEFED

1 kept thinking of that Tong-past
experience at this press confe-
rence, The President had plainly

been wellbriefed. Jim Hagerty
must have been pleased. Even
the question about Sherman Ad-
ams and the White House secre-
taries who took Goldfine's checks
evoked no more than a short,
bright flush of anger, The ques-
tions that could be answered
factually were as aptly answered
as ever. The essential goodness
of the man’s intentions was just
as apparent as ever, The plati.
tudes of today were not really
different (rom the platitudes of
1h¢ st. On the bitter question

f s integration in the South,
lor example:

I keep preaching that thera
must be some wisdom, soma
sense of civic duty in accordance
with the principles which have
been laid out for a citizen of this
country.”

PAINFUL CHANGE

But now - unhapplly — tha
platitudes did not sound as thouzh
they ought to be inseribed in let-
ters of fire. They did not sound,
either, like prefaces to fruitful,
positive action. They sounded.
rather, like the words a man
speaks about great and painful
problems which he is not sure
iow to tackle.

At the end of the conference
the President admitted that the
problems were pressing in upon
him much more heavily nowaday s
n they ever did in the past—
‘I think there are more of them
he said, “and I don't know wheth-
er it is just hecause I not
them more, or because there
tually are more.” But of course
it is true there are many mora
problems now, For this deeply
good man has been wonderfully
lucky all his life; but now
luck has turned; and so, alas, has
the luck of the United States.

He Dispenses The Same Old Sermons And Platitudes

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
vy reporter usual
How-

FACT
43 1y emerges from an Eise
er press conference feeling that he
heen swimming under water
hal{_an hour. This was true
of the President’s first meeting
with reporters since July 2.

The President was offered the
opportunity to comment on most
of the major events of that criti-
cal five-week period. His answers
yielded little more than his nor-
mal generalities and statements
of good intentions.

‘NO PLANS'

The technique was applied alike
to questions of foreign and domes-

tic policy. He will do what is
“necessary or desirable” about
participating in a meeting of the
General Assembly of the United
Nations but he has “no plans.
no particular intentions” regard-
ing it. A summit meeting is not
necessarily barred now; he is
ready to do “anything construc-
tive"” about it.

He was reminded that in a few
weeks the nation’s schools will
re-open, which means that the
battle against integration will be
renewed in the South. He has no
plans for it, but “if 1 could
think of anything 1 thought would
be effective in August - . .
shouldn't hesitate to do it.”

At this point he offered, and

very earnestly, the poignantly
nlMe«xlpll»e defense: "1 keep
preaching that (here must be
some wisdom, some sense of civic
duty in accordance with the prin-
ciples laid out for citizens in this
country.”

He has preached against infla-
tion; he did so again. He has
preached against unbalanced
budgets; he did so again.

FACT OF LIFE

This Eisenhower habit of
preaching — in which Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles en-
thusiastically joins him — may in-
furiate his critics, alarm serious
observers of the dynamic scene
and cause United States allies to

question the quality of US, lead.
ership. But it is a fact of Ameri-
can political life today

There was one sticky moment
In the press conference when the
Eisenhower blandness failed.

COLD REPLY

A reporter read to him his own
words to a conference of Republi-
can women in Washington March
18, 1956. The President's grin froze
as she quoted his pledge that “the
standard of official conduct must
be the highe
human behav How then, he
was challenged, could he keep
Sherman Adams and the White
House secretaries who ac-
cepted gilts from Bernard Gold-
fine? 5

He replied coldly that ke had
made his statemi about that
subject some time ago and would
hear no more about it.

WORKING HARD
n

to questions

T, aSWHY

bis hea British ¢
cism of his capac to lead,
President  seemed cheerful &
self-confident. He also indicated

he felt be was working very

dance in the President raganfloss
of what is happening. The other
concedes the liking bul denies the
coafidence.

He Faces A Changing World With Changeless Poise

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

1O SEE President Eisenhower

after an interval of more than
three months is to be impressed
aboye all by how little’ he has
changed. This is not merely
in the physical appearance of the
man but in his whole approach to
his responsibilities and to the eris.
es that follow one upon anot

25

4
d

5 face is ‘somewhat mare |
m‘,(l his eyebrows are either
leached hy the sun or they are
But he has the same rud.
orous look that
invariably worn in p

mo:
GOOD NATURE

Asked about his health and
about the recurring reports in the
British press that he is enfeebled
and unfit to eope at first hand
Soviet Premier Nikita S.
ushchev at a summit meet-

the President replied with
his customary good nature. He
said that his
James Hagerty, had told
sbout these reports and he
not know why the London papers
printed  them,

Then, with cheracteristic non-
chalance, he said that the only
reason he could think of was be-
causs his last two golf scores
had been perfectly terrible. This

rlrm hss o
one of the
cism of !mm abroad and
at home s that he spends far too

much time on the golf course
This is a standing joke in Eu-

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

rope, as this reporter noted dur-
ing a three-month stay there. The
charitable assumption by friendly
sources is that his health requires
that he spend a great deal of his
time on the golf course. And it
cannot have escaped world opin-
jon that when Khrushchev's call
for an emergency meeting of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly came, the news was conveyed
to the President on the Burning
Tree golf course,

People’s Platform

Unfriendly critics abroad as-
sume the President takes to goll
because he is indifferent to his
job, which bores and irritates
hi most strident London
criticism came from the Daily
Mirror, a newspaper with 6,000~
000 Sunday circulation, in an open
letter to Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles when he arrived for
the Baghdad Pact meeting.

“Who do vou think you're foal-
Ing*"" was the front-page caption
on the letter which called on Dul-

les to admit the President’s in-
capacity and initiate a move to
deputize Vice President nuhﬁrd
M. Nixon to come to a sum
conference in his place. If m
President does not know how
widespread this attitude is, except
through a second-hand report by
his press secretary, then he is in-
deed uninformed.

But the familiarity of the p
conference today, as though i
had stood still, was not so mu
i the President’s physical ap-

Charlotte’s Pride Challenged

Charlotte

Editors, The News
Cm‘Lu IT be that nothing is
done about purchasing the

northeast corner of N. Tryon and
6th Sts. with s *“run-down” build-
ings that stand wallowing in thelr
continuously
our publi
his corner symholizes
of Charlotte™?

What other opinion can an out-
sider arrive at?

ay 1 suggest that
and. all the

h'mll 'l».‘l‘lhi' immedi.
f 3

Th"r fore,
A

cvesores and build a 7
ends into the beauty of t
bra

WASHINGTON
House of now hss & cong s office.
an entire hotel on its hands and Also,
doesn't know what to do with it. It gpacious enough to

would like to sell the hotel back to the
owners but the owners don't want it
some very red faces among ke

sult:
leaders of Congress.
The hotel s
stone's throw from

the House

Buildings. Capitol architect George Stews
art had recommended that The Congres
9

office building is completed in 1

Too Weak

AtCOrdin?l!,

To be successful, look for work after
you have found a job.—Srarxs (GA.)
EacLz.

covered that the hotel wasn't

enough structurally to support the heavy

The Congressional, &

The Congressional was
and Stewart was
,mpnrlng to shell out another $225,000
or remodeling when suddenly he dis-

Office

Remodeling Off

furniture and filing cases necessary for

the hotel's freight elevator isn’t
accommodate
bulkier pleces of furniture, so that some
of the furniture would have to be h
up by crane and inserted through win-
dows at various floor levels.

Let each family know that this
is Operation Charlotte and that
each of the some 40,000 families
living in Charlotte are urged to
participate as a family in remov-
ing this blot that so unjustly re-.
flects on Charlotte's civie pride

Let each famlly ax a whole con-
tribute $750 towards fund
with each member of each fam.

ily contributing an equal share of
ent.

collact old

; mother and

fatber can pass up a simpie

luxury; big sister can baby sit
for hier share; big brother can cut
grass or run ecrands

the mayor prociair lv
Week 3
;RYONE in Charlotte \munz

Let

the

sted

Congressional

was handling the remodeling measure on
the House floor, meekly decided to with-
draw it from discussion rather than have
the whole story of the foulup come out
in the newspapers.
money will be spent for remodeling. How-
ever, the taxpayers are still out $1.500,000
Note — Architect Stewart is
recoup part of the money by leasing The
hote! back to its m

owners, the Knott chain of New \4‘”\

through their family
pledge.

Baut, that the experience of ALL
families working together on a
community project may 1,.- pre
served and that ALL familics
may forever have a living symbol
of family unity, let ey
ber of every family contribute
through thelr own efforts in mee!
ing the family pledge. Then
the library will be in its rightful
beauty and will belong fo the
s of Charlotte: The fami
sacrificed to preserve

its beauty.

May we of Charlotte he of
ficient courage lo meet this
lenge

Ir s bring to an end thi

trayer of the Re

(
~ CHARLES ‘L\\lllLSTLR

Result is that no

Nixon .

rying to

er

Happily for all concerned, House de- Adams’ Invitation
bate over remodeling this w Gov
was shut off before 1bo many What the diplomats are talking about: g, 40
ing questions cou! r! be asked by Re nuhh w the Ttalian ambassador ~invited

R TR ot o T e e vabod
e Office Building

to know why
Commission wan!
altering a_hotel

strong

which architect Stewart
was planning to tear down
years anyhow, alter the new House Of-
fice Building is eompleted.
Congressman Vinson of Georgia,

and elsewhere,

in a few and Mrs.

who

Sherman Adams, whose gift-receiving has
cost the US. loss of pr
to the
Premier Fanfani . . ,
Dulles talked
dinner: what kind of a tent Mrs. Adams
should take on her coming camping trip.
Summer reading

Payne,

‘Wwhit Mrs, Adams "o
about at that i The
nalistic
Dick Rovere's bril-

liant piece in E:
McCarthy . . .
trating diagnosis of Stewart Alsop's pleca
on Nixon in the Saturday Evening Post.
1t doesn't le
up most of Tri
ton newsstands this m

ts expose on
Russia into outer spa

ment offici

pearance as in his outlook. At he
answered questions on the Middie
ation and the opening

chools, inflation, Lehanon
llm| the forthcoming mecting of
the General Assembly, he was
still the man of goodwill and good
intentions

LAW IS NOT ENOUGH

He: hel
often before,
enough and
change men's
plans to help ease the course of
integration, but he would have no
£ Gov. J. Lin

A of Virginia — it v
the first time he had heard of such
& moeting — if it would do any
good

He was in favor of help for the

T d of their nationz

eves, ay be has sald 5o
law is not

that

d prin be m‘m.a'cd

CHANGING WORLD

ed about his health, Mr
ower was frank to admit
t be his advancing
rs but the siream of problems
did seem more continuous and
more insistent. He said that his
doctors reported him to be in good

m has also (’nn?“d

Did You Know You Owned A Hotel?

re on the Jate Jos
Frontier Magazine’s pene-

ave much of Alsop—or of
officials have bought
Maga

. Pentago

how we could have beat

Score Known

Muskie of Maine, mow running

Senate, isn't mentioning all the

Goldfine gits 1o his opponent, Sen, Fred
“The pe
eonfides Muskie.

ople of Maine are emiit
“They know the score
my saying :nnhmg about it "

. Editor William H. Grimes, who hult

Wall Street Journal and is now

going into semi-retirement, cut his jour-
teeth trying to persuade govern-

Is 1o publish more news

e ——




