Inside Report

A leaderless government?

The withdrawul of Presi-
dent Nixon {rom active con-
trol and direction of the
government is beginning 1o
worry Republican leaders in
Congress almost as much as
the tidal wave of impeach-
ment.

Virtually all contact has been
severed between President Nix-
on's congressionl leaders and
the White House. Indeed, mes-
nerized by the fatal tum of
events since the House Judiciary
Committee voted it impeach-
ment articles with overwhelm-
ing bispartisan majorities last
week, the White House is also
dangerously  insulating  itsell
from vital decision-making and
workaday operations of its own
jgencies and departments, Only
foreign policy seems immune
nd only because Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger has®
unique standing.

As one high-ranking Republi-
can leader in the House told us
They have disappeared into the
White House bunkens looking for
10 impeachment Strategy that
doesn't exist.”

The potentially critical Joss of
iministration involvement in

impeachment  congressional
was dramatized last
on the floor of the
No Oval Office signal

was recieved on the budget-bust-

2 mass transit conference re-
port. The bill, carrying $500
lion more for the current fis-
year than the White House
ted, was ticketed for routine

e
he last minute, Rep, John
Anderson of Illinois, chairman
of the House Republican Confer-
contacted Rep. Chalmers
of Ohio, a Republican
member of the mass transit sub-
committee of the House Banking
Committee. Together, they de-
cided that a motion to recommit
the bill to conference with the
Senate might pass, Wylie offered

Anderson spoke for it and the
bill was sent back to conference.

‘That would have been a
White House operation for sure,
ut we never heard a word," An-
on told us
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Likewise, within the adminis-
tration, cabinet members who
have had only one formal meet-
ing with Mr. Nixon since mid-
June are steering as clear as
they can from asking White
House decisions on new policy.

Three ¢abinet members told
us they are spending much of
their time outside Washington,
concentrating when here
drafting their new budget re-
quests for next year and avoid-
ing contact with top presidential
aides inside the White House.

The mood was summed up by
one: "I don't even thi:' about
impeachment because if 1 did 1
might find myself pulling the
ripcord and bailing out.""
Talking to God

Even in the desperately criti-
cal area of the economy Presi-
dent Nixon has been avoiding all
but carsary involvement. He has
called & couple of highly publi-
cized but meaningless sessions
with big business and private
cconomists, Far more impor-
tant, however, he has had not
one siffgle private huddie with
Dr. Arthur Burns, the powerful
chairman of the Federal Re-
serve Board, since Jan. 1. In all
that time, Burgs has been (o the
White House only for a few for-
mal meetings of the Quadriad,
the government's top-level eco-
nomic policy body

Noting the absence of the pres-
tigious Burns at the much-bally
hooed July 1l White House
economic session with top indus-
trialists and private economists,
Mr. Nison in an attempt at hu-
mor said: “Arthur talks to God
and occasionally allows me to
talk to him." What Mr. Nixon
did not say was that Dr. Burns

Airline talk

1 have not lately remark-
ed on the airlines, for com-
plicated reasons. For one,
most of the people one runs
into—at the terminals, for
example—are the nicest in
the warld, and one does not
like to griticize. This ex-
tends even to most of those
who search your briefcases
for hand grenades. 1 say
most, hecause "1 have in
mind the lady in Los Ange-
les who plucked out a pack-
ge of Preparation H and
iemanded to know from me
in loud tones whether it
works.

And, for another, the airlines
have been going through a very
ugh period. Indeed, they were
g money at a frightful rate
the Arab states thought it
would be amusing to quadruple
the cost of oil. But the response
of the airlines was faintly opti
and one had the impres-
hat they cancelled a lot of
less hecause they needed
to conserve fuel, than because
they wanted an excuse to re-
trench their services. Of course,
one can hardly blame a compa-
losing money for pulling back
s services; still, when in doubt
v candor, 1 say; and a little
more of this would be belpful.
There are, hesides, the little
pportunisms, Two months dur-
ing the winter I work in Europe,
md of course am required by
e light of my life to take along
ur three small dogs. Shipping
back, this last ¢ime, in two
| kennels, the bill came to
asking

stic

$ e to TWA
hether the hilling machine

have slipped a decimal
oint ¢o the east, In reply I re-
cived a letter telling me that
baggage is calcula
» that (akes into
and cubic volume. The
the matter is that the air-
nes have got themselves a rate
that makes it about as expensive
to send a dog by steerage, as a

man being first-class, even as
the differences between the two
wdes of travel continue fo di-

minish
Minutes and hours

TWA is developing some irk
ome habits. Boarding the other
day at San Francisco at noon, it
after 1 p.m. before they got
iround to serving you what they

Morehead Sets 7

CHAPEL HILL — Morehead
Observatory at the University of
Notth Carvlina at Chapel Hil

iil spansor seven Friday Guest
Nights this fall, Sepl. 6 and 20,
Oct. 4 and 18, and Nov. 1, 15,
and 20 at 8 pim.

Through its Guest Night Pro-
gram, Morchead Oservatory
provides the public with the op-
partunity to view selected celes
tial abjects, such as the Ring

Nebula in the constellation Lyra,
the Great Cluster in Hercules
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call *“an alcoholic beverage.”
Way should it take an hour? If
they tell you i¢’s because they
are overworked, the obvious re-
ply is that they are understaffed
In fact it is a matter of organi-
zation—pure and simple; as wit-
ness that some of the airlines
manage in a matter of minutes
to accomplish what takes others
hours.

And then | have bad news for
Aeronaves de Mexico, It is alto-
gether possible that Iberia is |
wining ‘the contest. En route |
back to New York recently, Iber-
i served some hors d'oeuvres |
that were hard to beat. One in |
particular, a pale pink cheesy
thing, with sodden crust. ta

throat, and curdles in your stom- |
ach. Aeronaves has clearly tak-
en years and years to develop
the worst cuisine in the air, and
abviously takes pride in its long
primacy — but Iberia has.over a
considerable period been hard at
work, and 1 offer it as the opin-
fon nf this amateur that the |
crown is theirs. ‘
There is no mavie, no music,
the food is inedible, the bar clos- |
es a conple of hours before you
reach New York, the lounge is
unoccupiable because a little
mappet is sitting there, the niece
of the niece of the inspector, the
service is Medium-Sullen. But
here, Aeronaves definitely
the edge inasmuch as the ser-
wice there is somewhere between
sullen and mutinous. 1 am told |
by weathered friends that peaple
fly whole continents out of their
way — goig, for instance, from
Venezuela to Spain via New
York — in order to spare them
selves the ordeal of flying Theria
I predict, an the matter of food
and drink, that there is a future
for the really good box lunch. 1t
shauld be sold at major airports
and contain mayhe a little cel
remoulade, 1 cold slightly

ery

Nights ;

and the planet Jupiter |
The abservatory is in (he new

wing of the Morehead Building
There is no charge but a ticket |

For

tickels write: Guest Night, De-

partment of Physics and Astron- i

omy, 278 Phillips Hall, Univer-

sity of North Carolina, C

Hill, N.C

tickes,

is required for admission

list
third date choices and the num-
ber of tickets desired.

second

was not even invited
Time and again these past few
weeks the President has abrupt
ly cancelled or postponed one
meeting after another with his
top aides: Secretary of the Tre:
sury Willlam Simon on the
morning of July 30, Secrewgry of
Housing James Lynn on July 24,
rescheduled, and two wmeet-
ings of his economic advisers
last Thursday which still have
not been held.
Each of thase postponements
directly resulted from the Presi-
dent’s impeachment battle

No direction

Yet, despite the desperate
24-hour-a-day search for a w
out, the impeachment noose con-
tinues to tighten, One top-level
ategist is talking
“salvaging” some Repub
licans now leaning toward a pro-
impeachment vote, not to pre-
vent impeachment but to make
the vote slightly more respecta-
ble for the-President

A Southern Democratic leader
now .sees a better than even
chance that the entire Democrat
ic delegations of North Carolina,
Georgia and Alabama will end
up voting for impeachment. A
Northern  pro-Nixon Republican
counts ealy 28 Southern Dzmo-
crats against impeachment from
Maryland to Texas

Thus, no matter how much the
President continues to withdraw
from the workaday operations of
the federal government in pur-
suit af selipreservation, his
search for salvation may be
doomed. The caming months,
then, will test a novel proposi-
tion: Whether the American goy-
emment can run itself without
dirgetion from the top.

= breaded veal a super chocolate

pastry, a little cheese and
maybe a fresh fig, plus a mini-
bottle of an Alsatian. white wine
that you can drink even after the
temperature fises, and a mini-
bottle of good Bordeaux. Then
ring for your coffee, and inquire
after the dogs.
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Olds Cutlass Salon

Oldsmobile dealers are more anxious than ever to sfir u
mood for a couple of reasons. First, the 1974 model
Olds dealer can offer you especially generous year-end savings now-on compact Omega,
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_ Former Aides Face

AT,

ew Deiense Woes |

of the Watergate hurglars.

NOTING THAT Barker and
others arrested in the breakin
had once been active in the
CIA's Bay of Pigs fiasco, Halde
> president on
ng the A

According
Haldeman said

to the tramcript,
“Mitchell

propasal)

Dein

last

came up with (a

yesterday, and John
analyzed very carefully
night and concludes, con-
curs now with Mitchell's recom-
mendations that the only
solve this, and we're
beautifully to do it

way to handle this now s for use
10 have Walters call Pat Gray
and just say, ‘stay to hell out of
this — this is ah, husiness here
we don't want you to go any fur-
ther on ¥."

He was referring to Lt. Gen.
Vernon A. Walters, then deputy
director of the CIA, and L. Pa-
rick Gray I1I, then the FBI's
ncti rector. Dean was then
White House counsel. Haldeman
told the President he fele “that
would take care of it."

THE PRESIDENT then asked,
What about Pat Gray — you

doesn’t want

mean Pat Gray
to?"
This exchange followed:
Haldeman — “Pat does want

Phone Dispute Ends;

Both Sides

A bitter dispute between the
giants in the independent tele-
phane marketplace apparently
coming to an end, with each s|
winning a bit in two la

Judge Hiram H. Ward ruled in
a U.S. Middle District Court
case in Greenshoro that one of
the -giants is barred from col-
lecting damages from subsidiar-
ies of the other giant

The féderal court jurist, in rul
ing on the case, took note
chat a rul in a similar case in
Hawaii had resulted, however,
in an ceder fhat the giant with
subsidiaries reduce its holdings

The complex dispute has been
between International
and Telegrahh Corp.
General Telephone and Electron-
ics Corp, GTE Serv

TE Auwomatic Elec
and General Telephone Compa-
nies of the Southeast and Ala-
bama (the GTE group)

In ruling on the suit filed by
ITT in his court, which con-
teined_anti-trust_and moncpoly
charges, Judge Ward said ITT
had split its causes of action in
the Hawaiian case and that the
suit here to collect damages of
$6 million was barred

The court in Hawaii earlier or-
dered GTE to divest itself of

some of its subsidiaries, Judge
Ward indicated that ITT should
have included its claims for

damages in the Hawaiian case
cather than filing the suit in
Middle District Court.

In both actions, ITT had ac-

Win Suits

cused GTE had sought to cap-
ture the independent telephone
company marketplace by a pro-
gram that violated anti-trust and
monopoly laws.

The program, ITT alleged,
consisted of GTE buying inde
pendent telephone companies
and then supplying them equip-
ment manufactuced and serviced
by its own su ries. ITT
claimed it had suffered in the
marketplace by at least $2 mil-
lion worth of business

GTE replied that if ITT had
suffered in the marketplace it
was. attributable
tion gained by its produ
the industry and “as
its deficient performance and to
the failure of ITT to provide sat-
isfactory maintenance, repair
and other service.'

Judge Ward said that had ITT
sought damages and been
awarded them in the Hawaiian
case GTE could have satisfied
the judgment, He said in a foot-
note that GTE owns all the com-
mon stock of General Telephone
Companies of the Southeast and
Alabama, worth $171,500,000.
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Pigeon Theft Fails

WARSAW, Poland (AP)
Three burglars stole 100 pi-
geons from a bird farm near

Warsaw, but lost their loot
when the pigeons escaped
window and flew

through  a
me.

mid-size Cutlass, family-size Delta 88 or luxurious Ninety-Eight

or Toronado. Second, used cars are in short supply, par-
ficularly mid-size and full-size models. So your
Olds dealer can offer you a very attractive
trade allowance. Your savings may never
be greater than now.
| couldn't pick a better time lo see your

Oldsmobile dealer.

SEE YOUR OLDS DEAL H\);VNL W DURING HIS
"GOOD OLDS SUMMERTIME DEALS!"

All in all, you
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to. He dogsn't know how to, and |
he doesn'c have any basis for
doing it. Given this, he will then
have the basis. He'll call Mark
Felt (his deputy) in, and the two
of them — and Mark Felt wants
to co-operate because he's ambi-
tious—

“Yeah"

Haldems “He'll call him
in and say, ‘we've got the signal
from across the river (the CIA)
to put the hold on this.’ And that
will fit rather well because the
FBI agents who are working the

ase, at this point, feel that's
what it is."*

President —

d then  mentioned
Ehrlichman’s role as re-
iewed the President’s approval
for such a plan. According to the
transcript, the following dia-
e took place:
Haldeman — “And you seem
to think the thing to do is get

em (o stop?””

President — *
Haldeman — *
only way to do that is from
White House instructions. Awed
s got to be to (then CIA dire
tor Richard) Helms and to — ah,
what's his name . , .? Walters."
President — “Walters
Haldeman — “And the propos-
al would be that Ehrlichman
and I call them in and say,

uh

President — “All right, fine.
How do you call him in — [
mean you just — well, we pro-
tected Helms from one hell of a
lot of things."

Haldeman — ‘Tha’s what
Ehrlichman says."

LATER, Haldeman spoke of
the CIA (urnoff,” referring to
use of that agency to intercept
the FBI probe

“I'm not going to get that
volved. I'm (unintelligible),” the
President replied, according to
the transeript

“No, Sir, we don't want you
to," Haldeman said

Several times the President
and Haldeman mentioned they
were fearful that previous activ-
ities of E. Howard Hunt Jr
would be disclosed by the FBI

Hunt, as a White House consul-
tant, had sought to gather per-
sanal information about the life
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-
Mass.), had performed chores in
the International Telephone and
Telegraph Corp. affair and had
helped plan the break-in at the
office of Daniel Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist.

You couldn't pick a better

your Olds dealer.
ayneverbe
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up business. They are in a generous
year is drawing fo a close. So your

Olds Omaga
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Direct answers to the questions most often asked
about Duke Power and your electric service

Since Duke Power is a monopoly, why

do you have to advertise?

We feel we have an obligation to keep

our customers informed about what we

are doing. And you have a right to know.

We want vou to understand why we have to
do certain things, because without your under-
standing it would be very difficult for us to
fulfill our legal responsibility —to provide
reliable electric service to you and the million
other families and businesses who depend on us.
The fact that a utility company is a monop-

oly has nothing to do with
its need to communicate
with its customers. Being
the only electric utility in
our service area lets us pro-
duce and deliver electricity
to you at the lowest pos-
sible cost —without dupli-
cation ol expensive
generating equipment,
transmission lines and
highly skilled workers

Doesn’t Duke Power's advertising
cause the cost of electricity to go up?
It could, if we let it. But the small
A amount of advertising we do is the
most economical way to communicate
with our many customers in the Carolinas.

For example, if you're an average residential
customer, the cost of our advertising in 1973
was included in your electric bill at about two
cents a month.

Misunderstanding of our activities, on the
other hand. could cause delays in necessary
I The delays could affect our ability to

vou, and also push electric rates even
higher.

Why doesn't Duke Power settle that
strike at the Brookside Mine, instead
of raising its rates to pay for more
ive coal? 2
The United Mine Workers' strike at the
A Brookside Mine has had little effect on
the cost of coal used by Duke Power.
At the time the strike began, Brookside pro-
duced only about three per cent of Duke Power's
coal. This loss has been offset by moving scarce
mining equipment from Brookside to other
company-owned mines —allowing them to in-
crease their output.
Although the Brookside Mine is not pro-
ducing, the coal is still there. [t may someday
be of even greater benefit to you.

My last power bill showed that I was

charged .2686 cents per kilowatthour

as a “coal cost adjustment charge.” If
the price of coal goés down, will I receive the
benefit of the lower cost?

Yes. The “coal
A cost adjustment

charge™ works
both ways. Bills are ad-
justed each month by the
amount the cost of coal
varies above or below the
base price established by
the regulatory agencies
in December, 1973,

Where does Duke Power buy nuclear

fuel?

In the United States, uranium is mined
A and made into fuel pellets by private

campanies. The only part of nuclear
fuel processing still controlled by the govern-
ment is “enrichment”, which increases the per-
centage of usable fuel in the pellets. The
Atomic Energy Commission is legally required
arn a profit on this process, to assure that
ties such as Duke Power are not subsidized
by the taxpayers

Can existing coal-fired power plants

be converted to nuclear plants?

Coal-fired plants operate at much
A higher steam temperatures and pres-

sures than nuclear plants, so it's not
practical to convert. Besides, no coal-fired
power plant or any other industrial facility
could meet the very strict safety standards
required in the design and construction of a
nuclear power plant.

Do you have a question about Duke Power or
your electric service? We'll be pleased to answer
it. Just call your local Duke Power office...or
write to Duke Power, Public Information, P.O.
Box 2178, Charlotte, N.C. 28242,

DUKE POWER

Your friendly, neighborhood power company




