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Cumbling onll & E

President Nixon's unequi-
vocal linkage of his own
Watergate defense to his
claim of total innocence for
former aides H. R. Halde~
man and John Ehrlichman,
a linkage that stunned even
presidential  aides, repre
sents a high stakes gamble
for the futurs

In . the privacy

of the White
House, Mr. Nixon has lang
stressed his total confidence in
his two depa rted lieutenants
whose resignations he accepted
under pressure April 30. What
surprised  presidential  staffers
now In San Clemente was that
he proclaimed their innocence

o loudly in last Wednesday's
press conference.

Why the surprise? Because
the President’s top advisers
have always espected Haldeman
and Ehrlichman to be indicted,
and nothing has changed the:
minds. They helieve specia
prosecutor Archibald Cox seeks
to indict the two even without
testimony against them hy de-
posed White House counsel John
W. Dean 111, Thus the trials of
Haldem Zhrlichman
would become a de facto trial of
Richard M. Nixon — precisely
what presidential advisers want
ed to avoid

The Haldeman-Ehrlichman
problem is submerged in the
San Clemente euphoria gene!
ed by the press conference. Mr.
Nixon handled his press inquist
d authority and his

feel the worst is over
forget that the day Cox
s the grand jury for indict-
ments lies ahead and that Mr.

Nixen has now uoped his own
patential stake in those proceed
ing tying himself so ¢
to his old aides.

of that linkage
June with White
House counsel I Fred Buz
hardt's memorandum in re
sponse to Dean's charges hefore

ate Waterpate commit-
But senior presidential
aides let it be known that the
Ruzhardt memo's blanket de-
nse of Ehrlichman and Halde
1 was a blooper, not truly
reflecting the President's de-

the

Moreover, the consensus in-
ide the White House then called
for Mr. Nixon to sepaarte him
self from Ehrlichman and
Haldeman. One senior aide close
fo the President privately
hlamed Ebrlichman persooally
for the extent of the Watergate
Leaked White House sto-
ries forecast presidential disen-
gagement from' his two former
licutenants
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That such stories were mostly
revealed
with disclosures that Mr. Nixon
had given Haldeman White
House tapes to monitor after
being wamed by the Justice
Departaent of Haldeman's pos-
sible indictment. But not even

hful thinking was

his own staff was prepared for
Wednesday's total commitment
to the Haldeman-Earlichman
cange,

Besides predicting their exon-
eration, Mr. Nixon did not bath-
er to cloak his intimate associa-
tion with their defense. In tell
ing why he had given the tape
of the Sept. 13, 1972, Oval Office
meeting to private citizen Halde-
man, Mr. Nizon did not bother
previous explanations by
des that the tape contained
matters too sensitive for an out-
sider to hear. Rather, he said,
“I wanted to be sure that we
were absolutely correct in our
response™ tn Dean's charges.
Slipht resemblance

The press conference, further-
more, puts Mr. Nixon in the
position of embracing the Ehr-
lichman - Haldeman testimony
in detail while disputing in some
most everybody else —
including Assistant Atty, Gen
Henry Petersen. The President's
press conference account of his
April 18 conversation with Pe-
about the Ellsherg psy-
wrglary bears slight
to Petersen's ver-

resemblan:
sion.
Even the President’s faithful
supporter and former aide Clark
MacGregor is now disputing Mr.
Nixon. Mr. Nixon told the press
conference he “first of all"
asked MacGregor to investipate
the Watergate burglary. Mac.
Gregor, who did not take over |
as Mr. Nixon's campaign man-
iger until two weeks after the
burglary, has no such recollec
tion. The dispute makes Mr
Nixon the sole buttress for Ehr-
lichman's astonishing claim that
MacGregor showed no interest
in uncovering the truth about
Watergate,
Ominous ties

Most remarkable in revealing

Sydney J. Harris

Thaose food fads

Remember the old wheeze
about the man who said
he'd read so much about the
bad effects of smoking that
he finally gave up reading?
Well, I'm getting that way
ahbout eating.

Lately I've been reading so

and so-much that is
nright contradictory —
wout food that I'm about ready

e up reading. Not eating,
ind you, just reading about it.
I don't know what's good a
d having two health-

more, @
food nut teenagers around the
house doesn't help much either.
Everything read about

seems to be bad for you, one
or the other. I can’t under:
and how the human race has
long in its gastron-
nce

For instance, I love eags:
could ent them every meal. Now
I'm told they're a no-no because
of cholesterol content. I like
fruits and vegetables; the doctor
says “too much roughage.” Lay
off coffee, too, he tells me; it's
the worst thing a sensitive stom-
ach can have. Also, keep away
from milk; it upsets a lot of
adults

|
Vitamins? Certainly, says one |
school. Waatch out, says another, |
1l get vitaminosis. Al you |
“balanced diet” and
you don’t require vitamins, But
“halanced |
conflicting

need is a

who can define a
with all the
claims going around?

Natural foods are great; on
the other hand, lots of the addi-
tives and supplements are nec-
essary. No, natural foods are
unbalanced and leave a lot of
nutritional needs unprovided for
Prepared foods are full of poi-
sons

Don't eat hog dogs I)Pnn&e
they're full of *by-product:
What are by-products? They're
snouts, tripes and spleens. Ugh!
But the meat institute frowas on
this description, saying stiffly
“It isn't in the mational interest
to stigmatize an excellent food." |
So we eat hot dogs in the
“national interest,” snouts, |
tripes, spleens and all,

(Which remind me of the mer- |
cury contaminant that turned up
in canned tuna recently: the
tuna industry delicately referred
to it as a “microconstituent.” T |
almost expected them to say it
was good for you.)
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HOW MANY BILLS COULD
YOU PAY WITH . . .

‘12,

HOMEOWNERS, are Your monthly
payments more than you can stand?
Borrow any amount up to $12,500.00. ||
Your home need not be paid for. Take
advantage of our HELP LOAN PLAN.
Pay off many large monthly bills and
have only one low monthly payment.
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Mr. Nixon's

terpretation of a June
FBI director
Gray that staffers might mortal-
ly wound him
Gray meant Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman as well as Dea
Nixon

assume that the individu:

from

what did Mr.

(G

All this, say
reflects merely
unconditional

fear the aides

ways,
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mind-set is his
1972 call
Patrick

Presumably,

But | able to purchase Jock

I

s he | of the Holshouser
v) was referring toin
volved this operation with the
CIA." said the President

Nixon staffers,
the President’s
loyalty to those e
unflinchingly loyal to him
Nixon's critics contend,
proof, that it suggests far more
a plot involving Mr.
his ex-aides, possibly reflecting | were attemp

turn on

him, Whatever the cause, it ties | of the dunes could not be
Mr. Nixon to the Watergate fu- | complished locally until
ture in potentially ominous

without

Nixon and

and Development Board Sunday Secret

night, said mons

e plaintift
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e $840,000 feder

The Parks Committee, aware | for
statement
called for a study of the cost
und other problems that could
be anticipated if part or all of
Jockey's Ridge was developed
as a park
Th

1 Permit Center

ittee  asked for
report within four

Mr. |written
weeks ELIZABETH "[rw
Local and county officials told | The state an Monday
the committee Monday they | that permits for m"! 3 il
12 to utilize land | projects can be ]mur»uvl in

but that protection four coastal areas starting Oct

(AP)

use planning

Thomas L. Linten, com
sioner of commercial and
fishing, said consultation

o
state defined any area that
might be included in a park.
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If you're moving into a new house or
apartment, we can custom-plan a convenient

phone package for you at a low package price.

Choose three or more Touch-Tone® phones

from a variety of styles and colors. Perhaps

a wall phone will fitin—a Princess® —

a Trimline®—or even a Trimline wall phone.
The Touch-Tone is the most modern

A

telephone available. It's faster, more accurate
—and the friendly beeps make it more fun to
use. (If Touch-Tones are not yet available in
your area, you can order a dial phone package:)
So, if you're moving, call your Southern
Bell Business Office
and we'll work out
the details together. @ Southern Bell




