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School Board Mak]e"s AFSound Decision

N UNDERTAKING d

faM the City School Board was mo-
tivated chiefly by a desire for the preser-
vation of the publie schools and their lo-
cal control
In declining to assign additional Negro
students to or predominately white
* schools this year the board hes been
* moved by the same motivation
Though the decisions are different,
* both resulted from a consistent applica-
i lion of the same principhe. The principle
is correct; it has been applied in good
+ faith, and the decisions deserve the sup-
i port of all the people of Charlotte
To the great credit of the board, it
! brought to the making of the current
. decision the same earnest and studious
concern that was so evident in its delib-
erations of a year ago. it has not been
unmindful of any of its several press
ing obligations—to the school children,
the schools, the state and the law —
and it has not been dominated by a
fixed political view. The business of the
school board is education, and it is try-
ing its best to tend to it without running
to the hounds of extremism
It would be a mistake, we think, for
anyone to read meanings into the board’s
decision not to proceed with desegrega-
tion this year. Further admiseion of Ne-
gro students in the future is not fore-
closed. Neither is it promised. The
" board’s purpose, confronted by a prob-
lem racked with uncertainties on the
national level, is to use its own judg-
ment in maintaining a local program of
education
That judgment may be questioned in
the courts. Indeed it would seem that
some of the Negro students denied ad-
mission to white or predominately white
schools this vear have a legal right to
enter them as far as they individually
are concerned But if individual rights
are the sole factor, school boards can be
dispensed with and judges substituted
for them.

over a long period of
time, the assignment of school children
without reference to color can come to
pass. But that time has not been reached,
and it is anything but certain that its
approach will be hastened by promiscu-
ous use of court orders. Resort to the
courts, it %s true, it is a matter for indi-
viduals to decide They are there to be
used.

But it can be useful to recall that
what the Supreme Court decreed was a
great social erperiment. It admitted as
much in its implementation decree as-
signing original jurisdiction in segrega-
tion cases to federal district courts. This
recognized conditions and attitudes vary.
ing from state to state and from district
to district

1t also is true that attitudes and con-
ditions vary within single communities
They vary in Charlotte, from one school
to another. and to thicken the complex-
ity, from time to time THe attitudes in
this community today are not the same
as they were a year ago.

We cannot define the difference But
in any public matter compounded of
such variables. in any matter so patently
experimental in nature, somebody must
exercise judgment and controls.

This judgment must be exercised by
the school board. It is composed of mem-
bers of the community, and it is elected
by the people of the community. So long
as the school board is mindful of its sev-
eral obligations, judicial interference can
only be harmful. While it might be easy
for a court to apply legal yardsticks —
when those yardsticks finally are ar-
rived at—the school board is in the best
position to determine what is practical

Charlotte’s school board has exercised
its own judgment on segregation matters
for two years nmow. In both instances
Tur News believes, its judgment was
sound.

-Congress Worked And Stayed Sober

HE 85TH was a Congress that rose to
no heights and sank to no lows, but
managed to enact a remarkable amount
of constructive legislation
If there was anything really distinctive
“about the B85th, it was the absence of
any sustained exercises in naked parti-
sanship, and the marked presence of the
great parliamentary skill possessed by
Democratic Majority Leader Lyndon John-
son. Sen. Johnson did not come out of
the session as a figure towering above
the American political scene, as some
political experts had predicted in the
sharp post-sputnik disillusionment with
the President. Good, bad or indifferent,
American presidents are pretty hard to
obscure
But Johnson's skill and driving ener-
gies were responsible in more than one
instance for the passage of vital legisla-
tion. and for the defeat or moderation
of bad legislation. Had it not been for
his role, the record would be poorer
With some modifications, Congress
came through with the President’s
“must” legislation—foreign aid, defense
reorganization and extension of recipro-
cal trade, More than satisfied were ad-
ministration requests for defense funds.
But happily unsatisfied was a fear in
Congress that the nation is not doing
enough for its own defense, and is not
showing enough initiative in foreign pol-
icy The fear never crystallized in such
form that the question was posed force-
fully to the people and the administra-
tion, But it kept cropping up. and we will
be fortunate if it results in the next
Congress mounting a constructive chal-

From The Richmond Ti patch

lenge to the administration in these
tields. It's all very fine to pursue middle-
of-the-roadism when we are in no danger
of being run over by Soviet power, but
no such certainty is apparent. It is im-
portant that Congress keep the fire going
under an administration not noted for
exceptional vigor and alertness

In some ways, the 85th was a history-
making Congress. It banished the three-
cent stamp and brought in the 49th state.
It created a space agency. the nation's
first. and passed a civil rights bill, the
first since Reconstruction. It moved. but
not far enough, in the interests of na-
tional security to stimulate the nation's
educational system. It wrestled mightily
with the recession, and passed some leg-
islation designed to ease it. But it stopped
short of a tax cut whereby great political
profits might have been made.

The great shortcoming of Congress
was in the field of public morality It
exposed, through Sherman Adams and
others, the administrations’ fictional
claim to superior moral virtue. It proved,
through the McClellan hearings, the
shocking abuses of some labor bosses
But in its most pronounced exhibition of
naked partisanship, it failed to pass cor-
rective legislation in the labor field. It
also failed to assess fully the causes for
lax ethical standards in government, in-
cluding its own contribution to the lax-
ity, and it acted not at all to raise those
standards

But overall the record was substan-
tial. and the cheap theatries were at a
minimum. The Congress reacted soberly
to most of its sober responsibilities,
and those responsibilities were many

STILL BUZZIN' AROUND

7OU SEE. this fellow invented a
machine that would disintegrate the
atoms of any object placed in it and
then re-integrate them back into the ob-
ject’s original form at another place.
So after he was sure It was working
right, the man got into the machine him-
self and turned it on. But what he didn't
notice was that a fly had gotten into the
machine with him, and his atoms and
the fly’s atoms got all mixed up and he
came out with a fly's head and the fly
came out with a man’s head.

Except very close up, the fly looked
like any other fly except that it had a
white head, and the man's wife nearly
went crazy trying to catch the fly with
the white head so that the fly and the
man could be put back into the machine
and disintegrated again in the hopes that
their atoms would straighten themselves
out .

There’s a lot more in the movie about
Tue Fry, but that's enough to explain
why some people who've seen it are look-
ing carefully before swatting these day
Fortunately, we've encountered no white-
headed flies and happy to s there
seem to be fewer of the common ordi-
nary traditional variety around than was

* the case a few years ago.

But there're still plenty,

and they

F
3 make a mockery of the predictions of
H about 10 years ago that the fly was
headed for extinction, thanks to DDT
One day in pﬂ we carried on this page

a reprint article from anather paper
with the glorious title. “The Fly Is On
the Way Out!"

But he wasnt. and the Vir De

partment of Public Health finds it ap
propriate to devote its current m
Heavte Buriery to fly
department says swatting and spraying
are fine, but that the major weapon is
better sanitation, especially the elimina-
tion of filth in which flies lay their eges.

And whatever happened to the craze
of a few years ago for putting a wad of
cotton on a screen door to keep flies
away? Haven't seen much of this lately!
Did flies develop an immunity to cotton
as some of them did to DDT?

cont

proud mother wished to enter her
Syear-old daughter in an exclusive
school where the minimum age was 6

“She can easily pass the B.vear-old
test,” the mother told the principal
But the teacher was openly skentic:
he said to the little girl, “All rig
some words

The precocious child 1¢
man with great dignity for
then asked her mother.
vant words?" —
News-Press.

We wish every couple with children
could live long enough to bec grand-
parents. There is simply nothing like it.
—MILLEDGEVELLE (GA.) Uniox-RECORDER

me

Anti-Court Bill Beaten By A Strange And Occult Art

By ROWLAWND EVANS JR.

WASHINGTON

HE STORY really began that
day in May, 1954, when the
Supreme Court handed down its
historic decree holding that segre-

i)

SEN. LYNDON JOHNSON
The Gun Was Loaded

gation in the public schools was
unconstitutional

It ended, or at least a vital
chapter ended, in a dramatic cli-
max late on a recent night in the

SEN, PAUL DOUI
The Flag Was

Senate. A remarkable display of
legislative black-magic, a strange
and occult art for  which Sen.
Johnson is justly famous, swept
from the Senate floor the Smith
Bill. the potent weapon of rebuke
that the anti.court coalition had
wheeled up against the Supreme
Court,

This bill, already approved in
the House, would not directly
have touched the school decision.
But as a symbol it was a su-
preme test for both sides. In a
word. its approval would have es-
tahlished the court’s vulnerability
Who could then be certain that
new. more daring attacks would
fail* Having been taken to the
congressional woodshed once, the
high court might easier be taken
there again

NIXON'S ROLE

The Smith Rill, in short, had to
be sent back to committee and by
a combination of ingenious plays
it finally was. Oddly enough, the
fortunes of Vice President Rich
ard M. Nixon were brandished
by both Democratic and Republi-
can leaders wooing support for
their fight against the anti-court

coalition. Viewing the prospect
from opposite sides, thev con.
jured up the of a tie vote

on the political future of Mr. Nix-
on. A few Republican fence-sit-
ters were specifically advised that
if they did not cast their own
votes against the anti-court hills.
the Senate promised to end in
lie vote That would surely re.
quire  Vice President Nixon to
break the tie and he would be
harassed and abused no matter
how he voted

The same precise strategy, re-
alizned 180 degrees, was conduct
ed by the Democratic leaders. Sev.

Bathrooms Workin

The Jets Arrive

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
VWHETHER we like it or not,
the jet age has commercial-
I\ descended upon us, and come
late fall the 600-mile-an-hour jobs
Wil be darting to all the ends of
the earth
In terms of clock time, this
would mean London In a couple
of hours from New York. In terms
of actual time, it would mean six-
and-a-hall hours. Pan American
and American, as well as the for-
eign services, are just about to
shove these soundless, sensa-
tionless aircraft onto commercial
schedules. Speaking for American,
you will be able to leave New
York, do nearly a full day’s work
in Los Angeles, and gel back
home in time for dinner

CHARLES A. LINDBERGH
A Dream Plane

nta. of
It will be only fen hou
de Janeirg
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Another thing is that, in an un.
predictable weather emergency,
the supreme speed of the new
jets would allow them to land
anywhere in Western Europe if
London or Paris or Barcelona
were suddenly socked in. And |
have seen that happen in the last
year in Barcelona, which was in-
operable for a couple of days for
the first time in the history of
Prat airport. That was on a day
when Paris was open and Lon-
don was not

The thing about jets is that you
don't have to sweat the nerve-
torturing business of endless cir-
cling to land in a fogbound area,
They fly so swiftly vou can just
shave off for another country
where the iron bird can sit her-
self down safely — and in a
matter of minutes
NOISE PROBLEM

You will be hearing a power of
screan the good people

who live near all alrports, every.

where. about the noise the jeis
make when they lake off straight
up fo hit that 35000-foot level at

which they fly to get you-there al:
most_before they left, The blast
on takeoff is. of course, noisy. S
is an ordinary turbo-prop. So is
a taxicab. So s the garbage col
lection truck. So s the autobus, so
is the daily traffic of any great

But noise accommodates itself,
eventually, I used to go to ses,
as a kid, and 1 slept in the focsle,
with steering enginein
between me and the focsle which
was inhabited by the black gang.
the engineers. When 1 quit going
to sea 1 couldn't sleep for months
because 1 missed the noise of th
engine
e wilh us. B

The jets the e
of November. there'] e a
of scheduled flights from
York to Paris, and the first work

1al model of the By
2] arrived in New Yor

y for a series of prac
tical testing flights

— this the

e of all fime. Once the noisy
ascont has been forgiven by the
people who are not aboard,

t is akin to siriding a cl
No noise. no s
No more blaring of loudspeaker
svstem, since every seat has its

eral Democrats, inclined to sup-
port the anticourt coalition, were
privately warned that .Johnson
had lined up the required votes
to defeat the court-curbs if they
would only withhold their own
votes. If they voted, they were
toid, they risked locking the Sen-
ate in a tie. Who could possibly
profit {rom a lie but Vice Presi-
dent Nixon who would get all the
glory?

So it went. One surprised Dem-
ocrat. hurrying back from a trip
Just in time to vote in favor of
the court-curbs, was whisked into
a cloak-room and, yielding to his
leaders' appeal, sat tight right
there until the vote was com-
pleted.

BALANCING THE OLDS

Consider what Sen. Johnson and
Sen. Dirksen, Sen. Knowland's
heir apparent as Republican lead-
er, were up against. Only the pre-
vious night the Senate had re.
fused, by a generous seven-vote
margin, to kill the Smith Bill by
tabling it. Johnson had carefully
balanced the odds on that im-
pending vote. Alert lioulenants,
buttonholing senators and toting

up practice rollcalls, had assured
him that ample votes were avail-
able.

But both Johnson and his in-
comparably able staff had fatally
misjudged the emotional impact
of Sen. Douglas’ red-{lag amend-
ment. Douglas demanded thal the
Senate vote its “full support and
approval” of the court’s schoal-
integration decree, Three and pos-
sibly four votes that Johnson had
counted as secure disappeared in
the inflammatory debate that fol-
lowed the Douglas amendment.
When that first vote came on the
Smith Bill, Johnson had for the
moment lost control

NO RETREAT

But there could be no thought
of turning back. The long, dreary
fight to limit the effect of some
of the Supreme Court's decisions
had the support of all the ortho.
dox Southern Democrats and al-
most all the orthodox mid-West-
ern Republicans, angered not by
the school decision but by the
court’s handling of subversion and
sedition cases. Joining this formid-
able team were a few other Re.
publicans who would like to dam-

age Chief Justice Warren's repu-
tation

There could be no retreat by
Johnson and Dirksen. Skillful use
of the Nixon ploy, and the volune
tary “delay" in Sen. Frear's offi-
cial return from the South,
changed the composition of Sen-
ate forces. So did the decision of
three senators to ‘switch their
votes from the previous night’s
balloting. Sen. Lausche, Sen. Ben-
nett and Sen. Malone, all record-
ed as against tabling, now voted
for recommital. Finally, two
“live” votes available to be cast
against recommital were pe
suaded to pair with absent sena-
tors who favored recommital. The
effect of “pa " is to wash out
in effect neutralizing
vote.

the black magic had
wrought its wonders, the vote was
41 10 40. And there assuredly end-
ed the most determined legisia-
tive assault on the Supreme Court
since Reconstruction. Of such
fragile stuff are great decisions
made.

Editors’ Note: Rowland Evans
Jr. i substituting for Joseph Ak
sop, wha is on vacation.

‘Why Did You Have To Curl Up With My Good Book?’

Striking The Balance

The Case For U. S. Defenses

WASHINGTON

TH; EISENHOWER administra
tion has felt compelled to ar

H the critics of its defense
policy This s the significance of
the nine-point speech made in the
Senate by the senior senator from
wusetts, Leverett Salton

onstall is both chairman of
the Republicin Conference and
Republican on
tvices Commitlee
Top officials at the Pentagon co
operated 1n the preparation of
his remarks and were under

hat this ¢
paced m the
Soviet Union
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nder,” w r that is
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By DORIS FLEESON
0

ol to cheaply n
attilu e Democ ¢ L&
of what ix nol heing done gave
bim @ respectinl hearing and 1
ored him with sober deba
ustall’s main_point

that the ¢
¢ ns

sian efforts as comp
own when actually they
merely estimales and not
tain e W

behind in sor
t e on W
ng our primary em

who pointed out that no

d ¢ wha! was being

" ot senalors wha stud-
ed the program felt compelled
0 ask il it were enough

STRIKING A BALANCE

L the

ex-
are
n will

pressed  confidence
dealt

n ef

ents

a sha
of that

swors and the st
debate on the pre

A Poignant Scene In The Senate

INGTON  might collapse as
were 1o preserve
court was aj

TS as

Tess

nullification
looked calm
2

on his

Arkansas

Byrd voted tc

Ler
"% Chaos Sec
% Sen. Tom

ed from
as i he

the onevote m
he independence

tant pending

The Debate

—ram—




