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Can Your Third Grader Speak Russian?

T ONE group of educators has ils way
your children and ours will s
Iearning foreign languages as early as
the third grade
Such a program has already been re

ommended to the US. Office of N
tion and a pilot project in teaching for
eign languages to gifted third graders
has been urged for District of Columbia

schools.
It's a2 noble idea and hat a worthy
purpose: Improvement of language facil

ity in line with the growing needs of
government, diplomacy and business

Mind you, we're not claiming an; expert
knowledge of educational techniques or
timetables. But it has always seemed 10
us that, when exposed to it, younger ch
dren master a foreign tongue with great
er speed and ease than their elders
This is supported to some exienl by lhe
results recorded in uropean public
schools and the US. private schools
Flsewhere on today's editorial page a
Greensboro public school principal out
lines his own ideas on the subject ( “For
eign Languages Come Easier To Grade
Schoolers,” by David T. Helberg

This upsurge of interest in foreign
language study is wholly welcome. But
we have a Jot of catching up to do. The
Soviet Union, for instance. is sfill far
ahead of us in this field. While the ty

pical L hig um - pro

vides only two ye

study. the Sovie s sy
from the fifth to the tenth grades
h schoal students in the

1 have four ho
classwork a we the f Hh and sixth
grades and three hours each in the next
four grades sh is taught more than
any other foreign lang Same et
mates of the number of Russian chil-
dren studying Ei run as high as 70
per cent or 21 milliol
(1t is interesting to note that Russian
was taught in only 183 of the
leges and universities polled in
by the Modern Language A:
Four New gland ’;h
announced they will off¢
1938-59 The to! d numt
ents studying Ru:
does not ex 10.000
In the United States. foreign lang:
nstraction must in become a ba
feature of liberal education. It has a
rightful place in all levels of instruction
from the early grades in elementary
0 college.
But in the early grades. where it
novelty in many US. pul
experimentation is definitely in
Too much fime has been wasfed

7]

schools

already

Soft Soap Didn't Work On Dirty Bomb

']‘“‘O months ago the Eisenhower ad
ministration hotly denied Sen. An.
derson’s charge that the military was de.
liberately making some atomic bombs
dirtier

It was at a time when curtailment of
nuclear testing was being widely debat
ed. The administration’s position was
being presented by Adm. Lewis Strauss
then chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission. Among other things. Adm
Strauss insisted that teste must be con
tinued in the interest of developing
“cleaner” and “cleaner” bombs

When Sen. Anderson said military au
thorities were actually pulling bombs out
of the nation’s atomic stockpile and mod-
ifving them to make them dirtier. Adm
Strauss replied: “No material is ‘insert
ed’ in bombs for the purpose of increas-
ing the amount of fission products or to
add to the total fallout

That seemed to settle it. But did it?

In a letter made public this week, Sec
retary of Defense McElroy informed
Congress that some nuclear weapons in
the nation's stockpile had indeed been
altered in a way that would increase ra-
dioactive fallout over a local area

Mr. McElroy hastened to add that in
creased fallout was only a byproduct of
the alteration—a measure designed to
equip nuclear weapons for surface and
low-level bursts

The fact remains that an obvious of
fort was made by the administration
earlier to mislead the public about an im
portant point in the debate ¢ nuclear
testing.

No niggling over semantic
the delicate shades of meaning involved
in the words “inserted.” “for the pur

Deed Charlotte To

\ JE are in receipt of a suggestion

from the good, gray GREENSBORO
Dany News that Charlotte be deeded
to South Carolina—perhaps really pos.
sible under the terms of some obscure
common law doctrine covering public
nuisances

The GDN's Mr. Burke Davis. who
toiled sleepily in the editorial vineyards
of this family journal before being ban
ished to Indian Territory, also recom
mended that Raleigh become a duchy
inder the protection of the General As-
sembly,

Well. sir. Raleigh's loss to continen
North Carolina would be scarcely nuwd
That much we'll concede
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Foreign Languages Come Easier To Grade Schoolers

By DAVID T. HELBERG

Editors’ Note: What are the a
guments for teaching forelgn lal
guages In the grammar ~ades
in the article below, Greensbore
schoal principal David T. Helberg
discusses the experience of his
school, which began exper'ment-
ing with classc  conversational
French (wo (See edi
torial.)

ears ago,

OREIGN

)n..u re
eport for
Association

elementary schools, This makes a
total ol £27,000 ¢
ing a foreign language on the
srade school level

INCREDIBLE

GROWTH

and towns by the

) 40 Citie:
eod of 1955, In just three vears
the numbers of cormmunities i
treased by 300 per cent. This is

no longer a trend but has reached

the avalinche stage. Mr. Milden
berger goes on lo say thal the
number of public elementary

school children involved—271,000—
is already more than one third
the enroliment in modern foreign
linguages in the public high
schools and that it s fast -
groaching the number of students
studying modem foreign lan
suages in all our colleges and uni-
Only four st have no
ge ventures n the grades
vet and these are Idaho
vissippi, South Dakota and Rhode

4. Therefore. it was destined
T to North Carolina

INO REASONS

facts are |

¥ responsi

trend, T
growing awareness
catise of Alnerica's prese
the world, more Ame:

dren pedd to acquire
nderstanding of fores

Grammar Graders Go Bi-Lingual While High Schoolers Ponder

preferably through ediun of
a lore anguage. The second
fact 15 a growing awsreness of
somethin known lo educa
tors of other countries, namely
that yo children learn to speak
foreign more easily,

and with more accurale pronun
ciation, than do older children or
grownups

Admittedly, however
eign language feachi
grades is still highly ex)
and exploratory

CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
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under the heading of linguistic
Since the method
advocated in all studies is the use
of the real lang

situation, emphasis would b
upon structural drill and
her than the
such language

placed

the drill of sound r

written  word,

classes we ende:
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GAME GOES "ROUND

Then the

question and

t agree

iha

ge in a real

&0 1an- peed attention. (20 W
system of con-
tween second person
and
<pon The te

forei

Y
her child a

sentence.
instruction)
teaching

also in a full
Thus, the game (or
goes around the class
sentences and practical ideas rath-
er than mere words. All conver-
sation should be in the foreig
language with very little or no
Znglish being used. The purpose
should be for the child to learn
to think in the foreign language
rather than in the English and
then to translate. Again the em-
phasis is on “acting and doing.”"

Also, by not allowing any wril-
ten words, since no notebooks or
texthooks are advocated, we fe
there is less possibility of mispro
nunciation of terms. Stafistics and
studies have proven that the f
elgn language pronunciation of the
elementary school child is far .u
perior to that of the older children
who use texthooks.

BROADENED OUTLOOK

Another benefit of this course
could come under the general
heading of educational
know, the definition and objec-
tives of elementary education
have changed fu recent years to
include understanding of peoples
all over the world. Today our chil-
dren have a much better know!
of countries outside of the

swers

o
United States and the Engli)
speaking peoples than ever be
fore. The reasons are obvio
Television, newspapers, intern
tional crises, and the overse:

i. 1, are all factors responsiblc
hu this broadening of educational
objectives. Therefore, in keeping
with this new concept of educa
tion, we can see how the second
language can benefit our children
and their teachers in their regu.
lar daily studies

SECOND CULTURE

There are other objectives and
we lenefits of a second language in
oc- the elementary school which are
the Important. Two of these: (1) Chi
dren are being “eased” into the
foreign language rather than hav-
ing it suddenly thrust upon them
at adolescence when so many
physical and mental adjustments
ith the refu
gee admittance policy in the U.S
becoming more lenient and more

first person re- Europeans entering our schools
pointing t  those European children who are
pical French  reluctant to
"What col- find more u ar
shirt?” and_the friendly c hildyen among
French, “The American schiools, with a knowl.
shirt is " edge of a second la e and
asks a second culture, which wi

come to respect

‘Now, Would You Mind Raising Your Little Finger?’

uoves in Latin America
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