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Congress Tries The Paul Revere Role

HE fact that social snubs of an ad-

miral and his wife very nearly be-
came national issues last week is not
so weird as it seems. As a matter of
fact, it is not weird at all. It's wonder-
1

ul,

The United States Navy has now seen
fit to assure the country that indeed it
does intend to invite Mrs. Hyman
Rickover to christen one of its new nu-
clear submarines. The Navy also has de-
nied any intention to snub her husband,
Admiral Rickover, in failing to invite
him to White House ceremonies honor-
ing the polar adventures of the Nauti-
1us. Further, the United States Congress
has told the Navy again to arrange for
a promotion that will prevent the ad-
miral’s forced retirement.

In none of its needling of the Navy
about its treatment of the Rickovers is
Congress really concerned with social
pettiness. The concern is for national
survival, and the Rickover case is mere-
1y a means by which that concern is be-
ing dramatized. The Congress sees in
Rickover the driving dedication to make
the nation militarily secure that it does
not see in the White House, and does
not see enough of in the Pentagon.

Here is a man whose foresight and
determination made the nuclear fleet a
reality, who has made it possible for a
nation terribly behind in the interconti-
nental missiles race to carry its medium
range missiles right to the shores of the
Soviet. And astonishingly enough, here
is a man the Navy wishes would go away
and, but for the ire in Congress, would
before now have forced into retirement.

“Is the Navy crazy?” asks the Greexs-
poro DAty Nrws. Maybe not crazy but
it's all too clear that the battleship men-
tality was continued in service after the
last hattlewagon was mothballed.

While scraping barnacles off the Navy,
Congress learned of a “surrender” study
by a non-profit scientific agency work-
ing for the Defense Department. An-

Pity The Straw Man

NZXT to chimpanzees and Los Angeles
Dodgers, the suburbanite seems
to be the funniest creature in America
today.

At some point, probably the point at
which TV situation writers and aspiring
young novelists felt the pangs of plot
starvation, the suburban resident be-
came a caricature. Even when crudely
fashioned, the caricature amuses. For
the subject himself, the suburbanite,
watches the TV program that spoofs him
and buys the books that examine the
impact on his id of life behind the
Jamp in the picture window.

There is nothing very new about this.
American life is full of caricatures—the
hayseed farmer, the city slicker, the
baby-kissing politico. And there is noth.
ing regrettable about it except the tend-
ency in some quarters to take the cari-
cature seriously and thus mistake it for
the original. Not really serious, but still
with a hint of irritation, the CHARLESTON
Nzws & COURIER says:

“Let’s take a look today at a day in
the life of a ng businessman living
in 2 new subdivision. He awakes and
walks into the bathroom to shave his
iden beard” with an electric razor.
While he brushes his teeth with tooth-
paste containing chlorophyll he glances
2t the 2linch TV screen in the living
room .

“His wife who is wearing lipstick that
won't smear or come off after Kissing,
turned on the set and went back to bed
for another 15 minutes of sleep. She
had been up until 1 a.m. watching a hor-
ror film of the early '30s, starring Boris
Karloff and including half a dozen fur-
niture commercials, Dave Garroway's
program is on the morning TV . . .
Kokomo, the pet has just

other congressional explosion followed,
and in the same pattern as that involy-
ing the Rickovers. Again the rub was
not so much in the immediate event as
in the intellectual attitude behind it.
The scientists making the study are
merely facing the fact that in three to
five years the Soviet stands to have the
capacity to discharge hundreds of inter-
continental missiles against a nation that
has no defense against them now and
very likely will not have then unless the
Rickover spirit becomes the country’s
spirit.

In the Congress there is grief and
outrage that even a thought—much less
a study—of American surrender should
have recommended itself to the military
establishment. The Soviet having poured
its energies into missiles while the U. S.
built long-range bombers, surrender is a
possible eventuality. But, says Congress,
to hell with eventualities. Why has this
preposterous thing happened, and what
can be done to eliminate surrender as
a possibility?

The Rickover promotion notwithstand.
ing, Congress cannot operate the mili-
tary establishment, dictate the attitudes
of the administration, or shout away the
weaknesses of U.S. defenses,

1t can, however, at its own political
risk, attempt to shake the nation by the
scruff of its neck into a pained aware-
ness of the gloomy facts of Soviet pow-
er. To its credit, particularly to the Sen-
ate's credit, the effort is being made.

There was in that body's debate the
other day (described elsewhere on this
page by Joseph Alsop) no illusion that
our grapefruit satellites and our moon
rocket have altered the Soviet lead in
killing power. And there was no illusion
that the Soviet will not use that power
—one way or another—to try to gain its
ends.

For this particular lack, the nation
should be grateful.

In The Suburbs

been handed to a stage aftendant and a
young woman in tights is demonstrating
exercises designed to slim the rear por-
tion of the human anatomy . . . Isn't
progress grand? Just think of our poor
grandparents (who had to eat their own
cooking and converse with themselves)
+ . . and when morning came . . . had
no opportunity to view a chimpanzee or
a dancer doing pushups.”

Now admittedly suburbanites have a
great deal in common, including abnorm-
ally large investments in grass seed. But
common interests have not really re-
sulted in that uniformity of attitude that
serves as a horrendous straw man for
the social critics. It takes more than
close quarters to stifle individualism;
they may in fact provide a salutary irri-
tant for the individua impulse. The
suburbanite, in time, will become the
exurbanite dwelling among the flora
and fauna farther out from town, or he
may return to the city. At any rate, it's
unlikely suburban life is sapping his in-
dividualistic juices.

If one wants to be nostalgic, of course,
it's easy to think of old granddaddy as a
self-reliant cuss who shucked corn and
the artifices of the world about him
down to the kernels of truth and reality.
In truth, he did not have the opportunity
to view a chimpanzee after breakfast
But he sometimes stuck his stockinzed
foot against the fireplace and, by staring
fixedly at his biz toe, lulled himself into
a stupor not unlike that afflicting the
TV addict.

Certainly there is little evidence that
human nature has been changed for the
better by the conditions of modern life.
But neither is there anything to suggest
that it has been changed for the worse—
;ha illusory caricature of the suburban-
te

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch

FOR TASTIER LOLLIPOPS

‘HCUNA coats, deep freezers and free

hotel rooms are for the top echelon
of influence wielders. However, we are
concerned more with the sticky litfle
Ibusi]ness of seeking influence at a lower
evel.

What we have in mind is the giving
of suckers to our offspring at visits to
banks, doctors, barbers, fce cream par-
lors, shoe stores and — shades of M.
Govorive!l—even the Internal Revenue
Service. At the last-named it wasn't offi-
cial, but during the annual April shaking
down of the customers one of the lady
clerks dished out candy to keep the
moppets quiet while their parents were
wrestling with Uncle Sam's minions,

It's a sweet racket, putting our kids
In a sort of lollipop lethargy, and it's
doubtful if it can be ended without much
wailing and erying. We are apparently
stuck with it.

Appetites have been lost, car seats
made sticky and pretty dresses stuck up
in the abovge-mentioned process. And
doesn't anybody make a sucker with a
high melting point? Our glove compart-
ment is becoming a mass of colored su-
gar and small sticks,

Actually our main complaint is that we

wish the influence seekers would get a
better product—some of those supposed
goodies taste pretty bad. Bribe our kids
all you like, but please give us some-
lhlpg that we can purloin from them and
enjoy.

Research into money in this country
so far has been warped and misdirected
by the academic, statistical approach.
Everybody wants to count it—DALras
MorNvG NEWS.

If there's anything that makes us think
freedom of speech is a mistake, it's list-
ening.—ORLANDO SENTINEL.

In one house, the parents became
painfully aware that they were in a dis-
ciplinary rut when their 2-year-old so
upon being asked his name, replied
“Kevin No No."—Menmpmis Press-Scrvi-
TAR.

Politicians row over which party gets
credit for public improvements. But
there’s never any question about who
pays for them.—LAures (Miss.) Leap-
ER-CALL.

-

Surrender Study Shocks Senate Into A Great Debaie

rapid gain In Soviet nuclear strik-
ing power during

By JOSEPH ALSOP
WASHINGTON

'HE SENATE put on a preity

remarkable show the other
y—a show that was at once
flesh - crawling, wonderfully en-
couraging and deeply moving.

The show began with an eerie
debate on what must surely be
the most eerie measure ever con-
sidered by the American Congress
—an amendment to the Military
Appropriations Bill by Sen, Rich-
ard Russell of Georgla, forbidding
the Defense Department to spend
any of its appropriated funds on
plans for the surrender of the
United States,

The occasion of the amendment
was a story published in the St.
Louis Post Dispatch by .

SEN. JOHN KENNEDY
Voice Of A Nation

Gen. Thomas Phillips. Gen. Phil-
lips revealed that the Air Force
subsidiary, the RAND Corp., had
been peering abead into the years
when the Soviet Union is due to
acquire overwhelming superiority
in nuclear striking power. Con-
templation of this period, wrote
Gen. Phillips with complete ac-
curacy, had led the RAND sci-
entists to make a study of the cir-
cumstances in which the United
States ought to surrender.

The Republicans, led by Sen.
William F. Knowland of Califor
nia, were indignant at the mere
suggestion that the Eisenhower
administration could be studying
surrender, as the Russell amend-
ment seemed to imply.

LITTLE OPTIMISM

But what made the debate so
eerie was the simple fact that no
one, on either side of the aisle,
really tried to defy the grim facts
that had impelled the RAND sci-
entists to make their grim study.
Sen. Symington of Missour|
vouched for the accuracy of the
facts. Sen. Saltonstall of Massa-
chusetts, the Senate’s leading
hoper-against-hope, replied that
no doubt the Sovets might have
got ahead of us in some impor-
1 ahead

anyone attempted in the way of

optimism,

Then, much later in the
crowded day, Saltonstall's young
Massac ague, Jack

Kenned: se to make ane of
the most remarkable speeches on
American defense and national
strategy that this country has
heard since the end of the last
r. It was a speech about those
same facts that drove the RAND

SEN. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL
Otimism Was Scarce

sclentists to make their hideous
calculations. It was a speech that
every thoughtful American ought
to read and ponder, It's theme
was simple.

DEALING IN FACTS

e, said Ken.
that the nucle ar
I omm ratio during 1060-'6
00d br‘ weighted ver

son of
able to deal in, becau: \l‘ they are
impeded by their access to clas-
ed information, and Kennedy
npeded. He showed

en) of the

American nuclear deterrent, the

‘We Sympathize With Native Aspirations
In The Middle East’

Should United Appeal
Give Funds To Needy?

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
T will soon be time once again
for the annual appeal of the
United Appeal drive to begin. I
wonder how long the public
which contributes a million dol-
lars a year will take to realize

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

ying lo'
adapt:
S. Chamber of Commerc
lobbying
Ives labor rt'(m'n bill

Most

in secrelly
nst passage of the Kennedy-

congressmen don't know that
the flood of letters they are receiving

People S Platform

money

fust how little of thi
to relieve needy pi

In June of th
to the office of
uw United Ap W N

neighbor who has hnr\ o
work a long time. T m
had tried every organ
the city for help and was re-
fused. The president of the
United Appeal told me inhis
office that they did not help

B
to be taken for suckers?

What else 4"'1 lw more

the so-called
He described
in the period
when present American defense
policies will concede an Imumen
superfority in missile-power to
enemy.

A STOUT SHIELD

“The Soviets,”
with bitterness,
of their advantage during
years of (he gap as we are . . .
destruction

which an
American pe
could not overcom

‘TO THE TASK'

Kennedy borrowed  his closing
words from Churchill
then, let us o the task, to tho
l»:'l l! and the toil — each to our
ach Io our station — let us

sgether in all parts

he remarked

Gk
dlrml aggression, intimidat

stubversion . and the vicio
bh\kmml of our allies . .« The
balance of power will gradually
shift against us. Each Soviet move
will weaken the West, but none
will seem to justify our initiating
the nuclear war that might de-
stroy us.”

BOLD CALL

t enough has been said
10 suggest why this stran
Senate 5

and its role — wus the
voice of America.

u And what
the day downright stirring
was hearing this young
himself no stranger to war or

senator,

SEN. RICHARD R
The Eeriest Measure

UNIVAC As Matchmaker
Can’t Touch A Rumble Seat

By ROBERT C. RUARK |
|
|

PALAMOS, Spain
ALL ME an old foge: 'nJ
even a warmonger, bu
about to declare an’ unlimited
war on machines. This UNIVAC
has got to go, and 1 clamor for
a return of the pen pals and lone
Iy hearts columns. Also the rum-
ble seat
There is a monster ca
entifie Introduction Servic
York which uses an electric
puter to introduce people of like
tastes, and
ing UNIVAC for
poses on the West Codnt
these card.;

lled Sci-

Out of

hund o ¢. Whereupon moan
ages have resulf- joop { before vou hnew ’

$ic] who pils salt on ber strawber
y ake. owas snowshoes a

LIING IN LIMBO

He positively can)
say

NOTHING TO IT w
Nott

Loie DeFee. S srembier! METR

ng to it. Run it through

n Shibt
dom."" — La Rechefoucauld,

Secret Campalgn Attacks Labor Bill

pressuring conzressmen
fidential worksheet
tions on conta

against the labor r

It's No Cinch

The letter, written

visgd i guickbtheaense ahaicg | o d Smith

He

against the bill comes indirectly from
the U, §. Chamber of Commerce. Those
who sit in the marble halls of the U. S.
Chamber, just across Laf;
the White House, don't want it known
that they are opposed to labor reform.
They have been loudly end

Senate investigation of labor
ing. Therefore it would look bad to op-
pose a bill aimed at cleaning up racket-
eering.

Defeat Desired

Just the same they want to defeat the
Kennedy-Ives bill, largely because it
would require business to report all mon-
ey above $5,000 spent on labor relations
and they would not be able to hire such
secret operators as Nathan Shefferman
who showered Dave Beck with expensive
shirts and bandkerchiefs and got pretty
much what he wanted out of the Team-
sters, '

Tations Sociely of A chkcver Promotion cecded lpetiring i then had ot Cor-

New York, a worki ¢ s Al

Chamber of Commerce, is n o,

to be published. It states 1 ol )
“Kenny Lane lost his cl s t I d to re:

the world's lightweight title by v ‘ A v mliral

in the 15th and last round - W t b but T se

words, he ‘thought he was a cine e

relaxed his efforts to win. It
regrettable if this same n
made in connection with Ke § ver on the d e
Ives labor bill . tion bill, The senator was fari Pepper's Focs
Circular Lencr e by >

Attached to this
sheet are “typical examples .r eff
activity by our membershi ¢
a circular letter signed by a
Foreman, Memphis, Tenn.”
sent to all Tennessee congressmen
similar_letter, attacking the Kennedy-
Ives bill as a “hoax,” was sent to Rep.

.

confidential e

This was . = s
A ’Pleuse Don't" Arihur Vining I tnoalk
“I hope you won't find r on an 1 or
to do that, senator,” pleaded Gates, re- s men in America .

‘ A

1 of the

1t meconsary; Al e of the
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