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Give A Cheer For Community Progress

HE ideal of a single public educa

tion system for Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County is a casual conceit of
community builders no longer.

Slowly but surely, a vague possibility
has become a hard probability.

It is clear to us and, we believe, to
the entire metropolitan community that
both the city and county school boards
are conscientiously working toward con-
solidati ble progress
is being made—not the least of which is
the detailed study of legal ramifications
released this week by attorneys for the
two school systems.

Both administrative units now have
a thorough appreciation of the elaborate
complications involved in merging two
very different educational organisms,
The doing will take time and effort. But
most of all it will take a willingness to
put aside real or imagined differences,
to cooperate cheerfully and, occasionally,
to compromise.

It is the opinion of attorneys that
consolidation ought to be attempted un-
der existing statewide statutes rather
than through passage of a special act
of the legislature. The first step would
be the adoption of a petition requesting
consolidation by the city school board
for submission to the county school
board. An election on a countywide sup-
plement might follow. First, however,
the policies and structure of the pro-

Congress Does Right

N(\T without some spiteful exercises
in ingratitude, the House has now
joined the Senate in approving pensions
for ex-presidents of the US.

The nation can now be content that
its former presidents will not be forced
to engage in work that would demean
the office they held. Moreover, it is good
to have the fact officially recognized
that public obligations—burdensome ob-
ligations—pursue presidents into retire-
ment. The government may have no fur-
ther need for their services, but the peo-
ple do. Herbert Hoover maintains two
offices, employs three secretaries and a
research assistant and handles roughly
100.000 pieces of mail every vear. Har-
rv Truman spends between $20,000 and
$30,000 annually on his offices and cleri-
cal help neeceded to handle his mail.

Both in the House and Senate meas-
ures, pensions of $25,000 a year would
be provided. Widows of presidents would
receive $10,000. If the House would
agree, the Senate is willing to provide
free office space, clerical help and free
mailing privileges. All this would have
been beyond the wildest dreams of Ulys-
ses S. Grant who was forced to write his
memoirs while seriously ill in order to
escape dying as a debtor. But when the
burden of necessary correspondence and

posed single school system ought to be
predetermined. There is no better time
to begin consultations on these matters
than right now.

There many questions to be an-
swered. How, for instance, will members
of a consolidated school board be cho-
sen? What would be the role of loc:
governing bodies—such as the Board of
County Commissioners — in connection
with the consolidated system’s finances?
What would happen to the local school
committees in the county school dis-
tricts? What would the administrative
ructure of the new metropolitan sy
ce, would there hx

0? How would

tem be like—for

< its own way of
all likelihood, pre-
3ut there must be
some friendly give and
these points. A strong. efficient,
tional system must be "w ‘result of this
give and take. It must he so stre ef-
ficlent and functional that it will make
possible a befter education for all our
children. That is the whole purpose of
consolidation.

We congratulate school officials for
what they have already accomplished.
We urge them to perform the remaining
chores with appropriate speed, thorough-
ness and determination.

By Ex-Presidents

travel by ex-presidents is considered
the Senate bill seems more realistic than
that of the House

Either should be acceptable, however,
which is more than can be said for the
attitude of those House members who ob-
jected to pensione for Truman or,
when he is eligible, for President Eisen-
hower. They ought to be ashamed of
themselves. The primary thing is to pro-
tect the dignity of the office of Presi-

dent, but there certainly is nothing
wrong with assuring fina security
of former vresidents as individuals

No President—good, bad, or indiffer-
ent—can escape bearing ivmhl‘ burdens
of responsibility in the W House.
Those members who have voted them
selves pensions but who objected to pen-

ite

sions for particular ex-presidents are
less than charitabl
ot notice that a

rt of the House Post Of-
Service Committea ex-
pressed the fear that an ex-president
might use a free mailing privilege and
clerical help to further a political cam-

I, no former President has ever
had the opportunity to do this. House
members do have the opportunity—and
lsum]v of them have used it rather shame-
essly.

Their Lordships’ Finest Hour Is Past

MONG the mossier mossbacks, the

consternation was great when the
British House of Lords decided to accept
women members.

One of Their Lordships, tuning his
hearing aid into the debate, took the
floor to point out that the female mind
was hardly the type to consider matters
affecting the public weal. “We do not

want women in this House," he groused.
But they're coming in, four of them
named by Queen Elizabeth. And from

this side of the Atlantic it appears the
objecting Lords have been something
Jess than gallant about it

The ladies, after all, are making some
sacrifice in undertaking membership
The extent of that sacrifice is very clear
when one considers a few of the rules

overning debate in the House of Lords
nerally, for example, a member may
speak only once to any question. And

he (or she) may not refer to post de-
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U.S. Dangerously Misled On Strength Of Its Defenses

By JOSEPH ALSOP

W \\HI\-.M\
ce

THE time has come,

to take a very grave step
It is time to say
that the Ei

ntrith concerning the na

tional defense of the United
States.

The ’h]»ﬂ claims were most

cinetly xu,e by the sident

state of the

nation m «.»,»
“\\.- lf:a 9 now

he told
r based and
sive strength, in-
cluding a nrul deterrent power
. but unless we act wisely
&nd promptly, we could lose (the)
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By DORIS FLEESON
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THE Faubus
sas material

lized a= expected,
, it will further

, the emotion aroused may
over into next-door Tenn-
essce and further impair the re-
nomination prospects of Sen. Al-
re, the able moderate be-
ing cl ller‘xz-d by former Go
Frentice Cooper on the segrega-
tion issue. Should Gore go down,
all political spokesmen for the
new South will feel imperiled,
In the long run, all the pro!
leme attached to effective enforce-
t of the Supreme Court ban

segregation in the public
e latest fig-
extent of Deep

2
schools have ob eve ‘l
decree but all o( th

rezation, 777

e net is that 2,112 schols are
a South,

about 5300 other
the problem does

E. Faubus® Little

a
Then Prul‘lcm Eisenhower can
expect he will have to take !ruh

and painful decisions in the ¢
ghts area. His Civil Rights (m
on ml be of little help; it
n effective operation

Va., the U
a direct court order to deses
regate this fall, as they are also
in Charlottesville, Newport News
and Norfolk
existing Virginia state laws
then invoked, the nation will
itness the first actual closing of

lie in preference to
obedience to the federal law.
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s in p
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publica
will be (L’H‘Y‘

rnr\'l\l'\ to deter attack or de.
fond ourselves.” He then
hned the action he proposed t
take and he concluded with this
promise: “We intend to assure
that our vigilance, power and
technical excellence keep abreast
of any realistic threat that we
face."

IKE

MISINFORMED

the President was con
misleading the nation, or
decided 1o break his
promise later on, or he has heen
misinformed he {acts. The
third alternative is not only pref.
erable; it is also highly ummm
But that does not change t
facts about which the l‘h\ldl'l
Im been misinformed. Nothing
1 change them but a mlly
;nl\l r nationa ort to “keep
of the “realistic threat

of deadly da
gin soon, during the pe
Pentagon calls “the gap” — the
years between 1960 through 193
or 1964, Massive orrk- s for hard

<in of superiority in m
mbers throughout the y
the gap — unless the Kr
puts Ii= new, very long.range, su
personic jet bomber into early
production, as must of course be
expected, (It is not expected by
the administration, but all the
administration's expectations are
based on the kind of reading of
the grim intelligence that expe-

PRESIDENT FISENHOW
Does He Have The Scor

rience has repeatedly warned

against.)
Second,

glve the Soviets

the NATO estimates
strength i

defense that is at least two
if not threa or
er than our own

trength

manned b
t be woigited |
of the Soviets: for our
aned bombers are now iticress
ingly vulnerable to interception
by the more advanced defensive
weapans,

A FEW MISSILES

Third, we shall be sending a
few intermediate range missiles
to our NATO allies in the gap

rs. Meanwhile the Soviets will
tween 1,000 and 2,000
m“uc missiles with suitable
ranges to neutralize or destroy

all our overseas air hases, on
which the striking power of our
mantied bomber force heavily de-
pends. And fourth, the U.S. vs.
USSR, score in operational in.
tercontinental missiles in the gap
years will be US, 0 ICBMs vs.
USSR 100 ICBMs In I'hQ U. §.
30 JCBMs vs. U.S. R. 50
TCBMs in 1960; U.S. 70 I(‘B\Is \

TISSR. 1000 ICBMs in 1981; Ui
130 ICBMs (plus & few subma-
rine-borne Polaris, perhaps)
U. S S R. 1500 ICBMs in 196!

and U 8. 180 ICBMs (phis more
Polaris) vs, U.SS.R. 2000 1CBMs
in 1963

KEEPING ABREAST?

Furthermore, only a few score
more of the Navy's Polaris m
siles will alter the balance in
1964, And the first solid-fueled
Minuteman missile, on which the
Pentagon is gambling the Ameri-
can fiture, cannot possibly be
read) rar operational use before
the of 1963 or early 1964. It
will prtlhlbly be later than this.

1f this is “keeping abreast,” one
ke to know how the ad-
tion defines “falling be-
The effect of the pres

nt
Is_indisputable. 1t will al-

superiarity in ove
ear striking power. And
e wonders what results to
expect from this kind of Soviet
superority, it is only necessarv
to look back a few years, to the
last time (his reporter took the
same grave step of charging offi-
cial untruth about the national
defense,

JOHNSON'S ‘FAT"

That was when the egregious
Louls A. Johnson was swearing
he was “only cutting fat, not
muscle” The Truman-Louis John-
son disarmament policy ended in
the Korean War, But at least Tru-
man and Louis Johnson then had

‘I Can Lick Any Other Peace-Lover In The House’

People’s Platform

Kick Russians Out
Of United Nations

Editors, T

our Ih.

1t is impoxsible

free: it does mot persecute Chile.
tians, and the Bible commands
that Christian people come out

from among them and be a sepa
rated people. The United States
government it to teach these
murderers ta have respect for

American citizens when they g0
abroad

and not to molest them
business with the
vy try it? It is time
5 of C

m-loving l‘mv“"
—~PARKS A, YANDLE

the excuse that the United States
still possessed a virtual monopmy
of nuclear striking powe

Now we are flaccidly lcum,. the
Soviets gain an overwhelming su-
perlority in this crucial area
where once we énjoyed a mo-
nopoly. We are doing this more-
over, after ahandoning superior-
ity to the Soviets in almost all
other arms areas. Can any sane
man suppose that this folly is not
immeasurably more dangerous
than the follies of Louls Johnson?
Or can any sane man seriously
suppose that the end-result will
not be immeasurably more terri.
ble? At this instant, the last
chance to save ourselves is slip-
ping through our hands.

It's Too Easy
To Step Out
Of The Draft

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAYOS, Spain

\ OIh»Jm rter, Le
ershey, the gont who runs
g et mea i

suspicion,

lows that a lot of our youtlis

beat. the military up by
g dumb,” since we have

placed a fresh emphasis on s

moning embryo atomic scientists
for the basic business of hay-foot,
straw-foot, and a little kitchen
police if you're naughty in the
sergeant’s presence.

Says the doughty general, who

st have more time in grade th
John_ Edgar Hoover has put in
the FBI: “Fifty per cent of those
called up are listed as unfit for
service. I don't understand why
20 per cent of our youths, includ-
mg high school graduates, fail to
l’mu fourth grade mental abllity
e

OBSOLETE LAWS

Of course it's true that our
draft laws are cbsolete, and that
nobody in his right mind would
want to play soldier when tiicrs
was no war to meke the uni
form glamorous and the idea of
heroistm and possible extinction
intriguing. A war is a leveller,
and it they yell at you mayhe you
ought to drop eversthing and go.
what I read, at the
moment, from a recent stud fa.
thers, worthy athletes, deserying
cases and dumb Johng can beat

But from

¢ads hack in Lu e
— men like Gerry C
men like Ted Willlams,
k fos ught three differes
ke a lot of guy
who paid and paid
for the privilege of offey

NO COMPLAINT

Certainly T have no personal

complaint, because 1 did my
time in a blue suif, m on arms
and legs alone, T coul

ly'a rewarding experi-
a couple of
d forces, As a

name

“'draft v(w‘ur
Avart from pride, it's a real stur
pidity

DAMAGING TERM

a small commanity, the
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be britally harmful. Mot com
panies ask for & record of an ap
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e Peareor sy Crisis Wrecked Chamoun’s Composure
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was making diplomatic overtures to the
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the

up
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he new government seemed to be popu.
lar with the Iragi people ¥

False Front’

enhower received
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ton on tenierhooks. Turks and Kin
b t s gelin and King Hussein of Jordan that
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