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Veterans' Pensions: The Costly Paradox
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No one, but no
truly deserving vef
fits. Servicemen who are seriously
abled dv litary
every rea ble consideration, There is
a monstrous incongruity, however, be:
een this fine ideal and the manner in
which veterans pensions are handled in
the United States. Millions are being
poured out fo veterans with insignifi
cant disabilities—men who often have
suffered no loss of earning power what
soever. Meanwhile. seriously injured vet
erans who do need generous help are

on

being shortchanged. It is a tragic and
costly paradox
‘ew congressmen have the courage

to challenge it, much less correct it It
is far easier to extend pensions fo the
undeserving than to restrict them to the
deserving and, incidentally. give the real-
deserving veterans a fair shake

writing in this month's
ne, lacks neither courage
nor candor in approaching the problem
His article, showing how the most pow
erful lobby in Washington is bleeding
every taxpayer o subsidize veterans who
neither need the money nor deserve it
should be required reading for evers
1. S. voter. Mr. Booth himself has a 10
per cent disability for a minor ailment

That's One . . . Shall

OW that statehood for Alaska is a
certainty, Congress can properly
turn its attention to the similarly con-
vincing case the Territory of Hawaii is
presenting for statehood. As a matter
of fact, most of the arguments advanced
in Alaska's behalf also apply to Hawaii
Both Democratic and Republican plat-
forms have called for statehood for
Alaska and Hawaii. President Eisenhow
er, in his 1957 budget message. repeated
requests for Hawaiian statehood, said
Alaska should be admitted “subject to
area limitations and other safeguards for
the conduct of defense activities y
Hawaii's 1950 population was 499,704
more than double that of Alaska. Both
territories have great economic poten-
tial that can be utilized fully under
their own administration. Opinion polls
of the American people. oft-repeated
heavily favor Hawali's admission. The
House has passed Hawaiian statehood
bills by heavy majorities in 1947 and
1950. And with Alaska coming inio the
fold now, contiguity has lost its steam
as an issue
Some honest fears have been raised
about Communists in Hawaii, stemming
largely from a Senate subcommittee's

re. from service but has refused
1o collect the pavments because his abil
ity to"earn a living has not been im
n any way
he 1,789.375 velerans of the Ko-

1d War I now receiv-
compensations for disabilities in-
ourre rvice, W over a .million
suffer from no more than minor indis
positions. These are the 10 and 20 per
centers who receive from $19 to $33 a
month, A high proportion of these ex-
servicemen suffered no loss of
earning power whatsoever. according 1o
doctors who h studied many of their
case
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Yet. as Mr Booth poinis out, fhose
who are 100 per cent disabled. lying
flat on their back at home, unable to
work and a burden to their families the
rest of their lives, receive a maximum of

a month. In some cases it can go

higher but, even so
1o be inadequate.
The system should be completely over-
hauled. Pensions for the 100 per cent
disabled veterans should be increased by
cutting down on low-disability payments
fo ex:servicemen who have suffered no
loss of earning capacit

Yet the major veterans organizations
and their powerful lobbies are generally

Congressmen
their political

opposed to this approach
find it difficult to re:
pressures.

It is time for a little pressure from

the rank and file luding rank and
file veterans—who view a grotesque
wasle of the taxpayers’ money with con-
siderable and wholly justified alarm.

We Try For Two?

1 report on “conspiratorial forces™
allegedly controlling two labor unions.
But no evidence of Communist participa-
tion in government has ever been re-
vealed. Furthermore, a 1953 House re-
port said there were no more than 90
Communists in all of Hawaii—a territory
nearly twice the size of Texas—in 1950.
Hawaii. traditionally Republican. in 1956
elected its first Democratic delegate
since 1934

At present, a Hawalian statehood bill
is bottled up in 2 House committee. It
would frankly be difficult to obtain final
action before Congress adjourns. But the
matter clearly deserves early and earn-
est consideration

Vice Presidency

W WOMAN vice president? 1 think
£X that would be a mistake right now
Although a woman could do very well
what Dick Nixon is doing—go around
and be friendly,"—Rep. Frances Bor-
TON (R-Ohio |

If the job's not hig enough, ma'm,
just say so

Can Nothing Be Done About Summer?
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‘A LITTLE MORE HUMILITY’
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Mr. John Foster Dulles Can't Save Lebanon By Himselt

situation detonates and ges oul of

By JOSEPH ALSOP government asked for
ds in the West, an Anglo hand
Pt The British government tried o
e 2 LI ey draw just the consequences listed

above from the promise that had

ild be sent to protect the in.

ence of Lebanon. This war heen made, The American gov-

serious a protiise as ernment instead insisted upon dp

o wer administration has lay after vain delay. The mam

sitbation of over made to any government trouble was that just about every-
W one in the American government

who  now
except John Foster Dulles hearti-
ly disliked the promise that Dulles

had made.
EXACT OPPOSITE

The most important spposition
came from our UN. delegation
and the Pentagon. The chiefs of
the armed services indicated their
on at the outset, by doing
the exacl opposite of showing we
meant every word of our prom-
ise. For some time after the
promise was given, the Marines
on duty in the Mediterranean were
actually left to vacation on Span-
ish beaches, several days sailing
from the Lebanan.

At the U.N., loo, our secondary
foreign policy-maker, Ambassador
Henry Cabot Lodge, had commil-
ted himsell to a soft, parliament-
of-man line when the American
government was making its dis-
astrous decisions about the Suer
crisis. He now took the same line
ahout the Lebanese crisis. Lodge
should apparently get most of the
credit for the UN. mission t
Lebanon, which has turned out to
resemble the shameful Runciman
‘zechoslovakia that
oad o Munich,
Lastern Munich s
v. Foster Dulles
still insists that the United States
and Britain will send troops te
Lebanon rather than permit a
Munich there. But if we intervene
now, we shall be doing so after
the price of intervention has dous
hled and quadrupled and decupied,

t therefore.
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Revival In Russia Is More Political Than Religious
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skirts of Kiev is lo bave some
idea of the transition taking place
and of the remarkably different
layers of development that exist
side by side
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Mo cntomd Vanguard Failures Prove Soviet Lead
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