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The Pearsall Plan's Medicine Is Harsh
\ STEP which could conceivably lead option area co; attend another public
4\ 1o the closing of one or more public  scho ihey moved to anol

schools in Charlotte has been taken by
attorney Parker Whedon

In filing petitions for the designation
of areas around Harding High and Pied

mont Junior High Schools as local option
units. Mr. Whedon is already wielding a
Iegal weapon known as the Pearsall
Plan

This is only a preliminary move But
it can provide the means to an unhappy
end —the suspension of public education
in a sizable section of Charlotte

The Pearsall Plan became law in 1936
Ostensibly designed to “preserve North

Carolina’s public schools ave the
people the legal means to discontinue
public edycation in areas where racial
desesrepation created an  “intolerable
sitnation.”

The medicine is harsh. Where it is

used full strength in a local option unit
it would deny children of both races the
right 1o be educated in a public school

In a community where the preserva-
tion and improvement of public educa-
tion has become a cherished ideal. such
a thought is naturally abhorrent. Char-
ans do not regard their public
schools lightly. Nor should they regard
lightly any possible threat to the con
tinued existence of those schools as pub.
lic institutions

1t is most important
of Charlotte understand the Pearsall
Plan perfectly. They cannot afford 1o
fool themselves about the possible con
sequences to (hemselves and their chil
dren if it Is invoked. They cannot afford
to permit themselves to be misled hy
well-meaning partisans who have allowed
their senses to be dulled by their emo.
The stakes are too hich. the edu
children too important

that the citizens

tions

cation of the
fow can the Pearsall Plan be used to
elose a nublic school and what, precise-

Jy, are the consequences?

A school can be closed by a vote of
the people residing in an area around
the institution called a local option unit
I'he school board can order such an
election on ils own initiative, or 15 per
cent of the people in the school unit can
demand it

The boundaties of the local option unit
would be set by the school board

1f school patrons inside the local op-
tion unit vote by majority to close their
school then public education would stop
immediately for pupils residing in the
area

Noue of the ¢l

dren in that local

They would. however. be eligible for
state tuition grants for their private
education—up fo the amount provided
for ¢ hildren in the public schools
Estima at the time the Pearsall Plan
became law. this fizure amounted 1o
about $135 per school year in state
funds. The local school board could add
1o that amount in accordance with its

own per-pupil costs

The public school in the local option
unit could be opened again only on an-
other vote of the people

That ell, is what it means
There are other elements of the Pear-
sall Plan which deal specifically with
the education expense *grant. amend-
ments fo the school attendance law. the
school board’s authorify. <pecific definis
tions and certain administrative details
But perhaps the darkest warning of all
ta citizens who would use the local op-
tion process is contained in this pre-
cise language taken from legislative pro-
posals approved by the historic special
session of the General Assembly in 1936

“When a majority of the
in such election are in favor of suspend
ing the operation of the schoals in such
local option unit. the board of education
vend the operation of such pub
Such suspension shall be ac
in an orderly manner and
education shall take all

in a nut

voles cast

ic schools
complished
board of
steps necessary to preserve and protect
school property during and after such
Any child living within a local

the

closing

option unit who could attend a public
school in such local option unit except
for the fact that operation of such
school has heen suspended under the

article )t he
I

this
matter of 1i

provisions of
entitled as o
public school | our
he

It to att=ing
emphasis
entitled to

an other
but in lieu thereof shall
an education expense grant

Needless fo say, the expense
would be ridiculously inadequate
if private schools were available in suf
ficient number and size to take care of
the evicted student bodies

Perhaps Mr. Whedon and his clients
are merely conducting a form of psvcho-
logical warfare against the City School
Board Perhaps his petitions merely

grant

even

resent a warning gesture. If so. let 'Jw
warners themselves he aware of the
whole meaning of whal they are sug

gesting

Just Verdict Reached In Henkel Case

VI‘IIE Civil Service Board's dismissal
of Capt. Lloyd Henke! from the
(Charlotte police force was a just verdict
in an unpleasant case

There is no cause for rejoicing in the
man’s misfortunes. There are few citi
ens who cannol experience a measure
of svmpathy for Capt. Henkel. He is a
ikable person who apparently enjoys a
number of friendships in the commun
ity No gne likes to see a man fired
from an organization after 23 vears of
service. Thus there was a temnting qual-
ity te the defense argument that Henkel

may have been a little careless but that
he was merely doing what others had
done

But by accepting that argument 1he
board would have sanctioned grossly im

oper activities on Henkel's part. in
vited more of the same by others, dealt
a terrific blow to police discipline, and

agreed thal a police captain has no ob

ligation 1o set a high standard of con
duct
The heart of the defense argument

From The Manchester Guardian

it seemed to us. was that, unless Capt
Henkel could be proved a crook, it was
the duty of the city to forgive him The
prosecution argued that the captain did

indeed break a law in cashing checks
for which he had no funds
In resard to the question hefore the

the n was largely irt
van! - Morality synonymotis
leaality. Good conduct and prope
formance of duties cannot bhe judged by
book. There are certain
written and unwritten

hoard atler

s nof

et

rules
that

a slatute
of conduct

must prevail among citizens generally
and among public officials especially if
decent standards are to be upheld in a

vommunity

The evidence loft no doubt that Capt

TELEVIEWING CAN BE PERILOUS

l\ the past twelve months | have seen
no fewer than five paie

a correspondent in the current Brrrisi

caL Journal. “who had collapsed
substernal pain and shock while
ching television” Well

ernal” apart
pain and
known the odd twi

shock
¢ ourselye

parently the good doctor’s patients were
uffering from no ordinary sort af ar
or revulsion. He goes on to elaborate
clinicall

“The link belween (hese cuses he
writes, “was that each was a h
had el ! I st
he attack enced.. an
sat down 11 w chair to
progra Which program !
left unspecified | Moreover. une of 1he
patients, found fo be suffering from hia
tus hernia “had injudiciously consumed

two bottles of a popular fizzy drink in

piick succession shortly before he was

1aken 1l
Now to s. "The viewer has
4 ‘comfortable’ arm

chair which is low and deep from front
to back, and the seat sometimes e
slopes so that the bullocks
are befow: the level of the knees. This
position is mechanically unsound. for it
5 bound 1o lead 1o upward pressure an
the diaphrag icularly when the
stomach fs overfull " And so to the
scription.  “The old-fashioned siy
backed chair h 2 firm seal is

Henkel violated these rules
Contrary to the implication of the de
evervbody is not doing what Capt
dud
if his offenses had gone unpun
@ greal many more officials and
vitizens would have been cncouraged to
do what he did
more su ble for viewing “ and “1t would
encourage proper seating if screens were

considerably higher than
th the center of the scree
che from the flo

is usu

y. osenl W
past 42

there vou are, vou disgusting sybar

7Tem

ites No more slumping into an armchair
with a seat that actually slopes back
after vour steak and chips and
Guinn or whatever Viewing, as the
audience research people will tell vou
is a serious business and if vou dare
to embark on it after anvthing more
sibstantial than two dry crackers and a
glass of chilled cabbage water subster
al pain and shock well be vours
Phen: thae it SN
\fler e e experiment  we  have
ound that something like the right view
ng angle can be achieved by placing

the television set on the mantelpiece and
watching from a rather high Kitchen
hair mounted on the first eight vol
umes of either the ExcycLoparnta B

NICA or Grove's DICTIONARY OF Mt
SIC axp Musicians.  Alternatively you
can sef to the ceiling, screen
downwa lie on your back on

the hearthrug. Or slim viewers might
manage b the sef. screen up
permost e floor. and lying above
1. face on the fahle
only dissdvantage of the latter posit
thit unusua
| e a rush of
0 the eyeballs. which is not*nnl
langerous but positively unsightly

IraqlsOnly Prlze Worth The Risk U.S. Is Taking

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON
are written in

THESE WORD:

@ chill

decision
An nn«' Ahnn will
mehe . rescue  Iraq
|Jmn(~1.~ ned hands of
plotters, Or  the
ot sure

have

from ihe

the Baghdad

Western powers will al
Iy have lost the

chance
the Lebanon
gn Min

ly ad-
all who would listen to

him that the American landipg in
Beirut will be a fruitless, footling
gesture. unless the larger prob-
lem of lrag is simultancou
solved. Iraq, nol Lebanon
been the chief 10
anzuished )
tlie Britih an 4ove
ments in these last agonizing
THE TURNING POINT

While the decision of the lead

ers of the West is breathlessly
awaited, it is at least worth while
setting down the pros and cons.

They ar and cons unlike
any that have heen argued since
the end of World War II. even in
lie tense days between Pr
Truman's Korean ¢ on

President Made A Tragic Choice Between Two £

By WALTER LIPPMANN
WASHINGTON

f[HE MARINES have been land
ed &t Beirut in the desperate
hope of limitigg the disaster which

there Is na
will bring the

dan, which is an
e kingdom be-

N a-revolution ~imilar to that
od 1o Britain
15 have

argely to be

policy of neutrality
creasingly benevolent to

Finally. it seems most pro
that the British will feel that
have fo land troops in the little

People’s
Platform

Uhatlotte

[ The News
\\'HIH\ the next few days Con
gress will act on a bill to in.
crease Social Security benefits by

abaut 10 per cent and increase
the Social Security tax to cover
these added bencfits, The in
crease in benefils 5 advocated
a< a “cost of living” adjustment

© no strong
or against tie

ter is to suggest that
«e should develap a definite poin
quickly

nexi fe

0 the days
Few people tealize (hal unie
aur present faw, the Sovial Seq
rily tax s scheduled 1o rise 10 3
! double wiiat s
now an_ employe 1< payin
» per cent 1 1060
ill pay %4 per cent, in 1965
) 1970 3 per cent,
per cent. The em-
y similar a

able operation of you

and then o whether t

hy the present )\
For |m last year, (e Social
2 ‘in, the ted, ‘wilth: wive dtilgo
tha me. The 1 \
Waslungton say that this will c¢
n mtil the nest incy
takes p 1 1960, When tie (¢
‘
o ZOVerIne pe
i <t
b | Fiiiate
(rue ¢ al S i
. P em. b
v they hot o red This
essures. T of 1o ¢

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

ATXSHT

Atiie

ince the cold war
cold war, remem
ber been

nothing more nor

world balance of p
balance ‘of power. in turn de
pends upon the outcome in - the
Middle E And in present cir
cumsi s, the outcome in the
Siddle Eas{, depends upon the ot
come in Iraq

DRIED FIG

Mallk's adimission abiove-quoted
may seem very curious, indeed
coming lrom the representative of
the Lebanese state. But it

a simple statement of fac
presence of the Marines may per-
mil a new president of Lebanor

pechaps Gen. Shehab — to be
peaceiully elected. It may per
it President Chamoun to serve
ot fis legal term. It may aliow
all the her outward signs of

ebanese independence fo be de
tly preserved
t Lebanon's
ence will not last

alleged independ
long. It will

hardly be worth a dried fig, if
the independence of Irzq is not
also restored. Neither will Kuweit
or Babrein o Saudi Arabia ¢
) be worth a dried fig. If

kdoms ﬂ! the an Gulf,
heir mam oil holdings

she

where

in the \Inl(lll‘ East

grim prospect
and the Amert.
Ives holdin

As the cards now
best that President Eisen

an hope for is that th

Arab nations can h- con

a lding oper n at

< of E: editer

rancan and of the Y’u an Gulf.
1t will be a mon

on how deeply and

Woldin
oldi

TRAGIC CHOICE

The decision to send in ¢
Marines was, as we all realiz
a tragic choice between two evils.
After the Iraqi revolution, it was

DoYouHave An

increase in benelits i diately
because il costs themn nothing
Bul everyone whose benefits are
slill some vears in the future can
look forward to pa more
taxes now but receiving poorer
dollars in the luture, so that he

=

‘Baghdad On The Subway’ i

Gamal
torial attack on Baghdad

the West

,um

PRESIDENT CHAMOUN
A Brief Reprieve ity

Abdel

Nass

more expensive and less fruitful dan, who has inherited the legiti-

in the end than a direct attack mate leadership of the merged

on the heart of the problem, MHashemite stales, the Soviets

which is now in Baghdad want us to think they too will re-
The rot will not end there. ei- spond to a call for help (rom
ll \x neulralt ;v: a neutra- their Baghdad friends

ist Pakistan rkey g

bick to the postion Turkey close ONLY A FOOL

In th dar - lhese dre (e Only a fool would <ay, at thia
ter items in the Will juncture, that the Soviets will not

rice t! |
And 1t will m
For the thrust

have to be pald.

respond in this manner. If tie
end there, either

Westrn nations take no action in

t in the very heart of 1raq, this crisis will be far worse

the “NN" Alliance, when the  than Munich. But if the West ducs

stern ofl ju r s cul take action, this crisis can be an.

other Sarajevo. There is no use

NORE TWATDLE wrapping up that black fact i
pink cotton wool.

Such are the reasons for taking  There are two things to be

said about that fact, however, If
the Western pations act with fron
resolution and utmost’ sneed (ard
is already almost too lato,
then one can hope 0

bold action in Iraq. Most of the
reasons for not taking aclion sre
mere twaddle — Hammarskjold-
twaddle, warld opinion ; twaddle,
other kinds of twaddle. *When the a5
| knife is at the jugi it becom will only huff and puff and final
tell twaddle from real- [y do nothing the
e the twaddle-reasons vye
ave received sigoificantly Tiile “ Byt tet o dodble standard. of be:
conspira. flention in the recent exchanges havior be established, preventing
between Washingion and London. s from having ¢

S PEC* There is in fact only cne real situation on their side of the line
niitted to succeed, every friend of yeason for not taking action in dividing the world, but leavins
in ev Arab land 1s Iraq — fear of what the Soviets them to have the final say about
certainly doomed. Even the do about it. The Kremlin has  situations on our side of the line.
an expedient hat is popular in  hastoed o recognize the insur-  After that f
lolding the little ol ton in will be_Tost already . After {lial
wsian Gulf sheikdo dod. IF wo [ d to the final catastroph
i el ol s o e e 20 hy casy stages

naked force

/ils

virtual certainty that the Leb- East is to align as many Middle dominate the thinking of the
Jordan; and the Persian Eastorn countries as can be per- White House and of the State De-
tates would fall too, if they od 2 . partment. That is to say, a policy
T it \u)mﬂrlrd from the out staded to_join, in a military al of the military containment of
side, That was the evil the Pr asainst the Soviet Unlon. 5o which is what we are noy
dent decided 10 resist. The ol Pis Is an ereor for twa main involved in, has no promise of
evil had. theretore 10 ons. One is n.q it is ahsurd ~any kind of seftlement and is a
embrace, was that we are now ppose that a greal power e, t of far reaching conie
ilitary opposition to the Arab ke Russia can be excluded
volution, and that in the Mid which Is as close Sisttal broposi
dle East the alianment Is incre mportant o lier as is Cen o it
harp and spectacular be. United $ iR oHnc L
the Moslem Arabs and th syrit prolesses
Western powers with thelr clien vants. Avd Wor [the
states. Baton ‘anduis.
The President’s speech on Tppaton Angyl

day evening fook the unf
line of ving N,
with Hitler and with Stalir
in declaring s
ideological war against

FUNDAMENTAL

ident

7 vlew

vhat a

NO PROMISE

il The policic u £ mis:
ERROR PoRioEplian, —have hioknt up. ‘and
' n weie based on best that is possible an  indefie
is thol tie age whicls afe caitrars to the  yitely prolonged indirect and' ide-
v nd th vere cer ologic ar with the Arabh
) lition. We should seck a
s ol mere t mortem ment by negotiation, r 3
For it is most probable, it seems that both the Soviet Union and
towe the United Arab Republic are
any sol s and have interests with which
the principle, or we much reach an accoimoda
of tie old policy continies tion,

Oplmon On Social Security Bill?

has
1it

tellow
to_run fast just to ke
need

wil

Just

somolliing
e fo gain late
on_the

¢ benefits and the taxes
future,

tre

Every

ity tax takes that much 1

increase fn S 2

o aven ‘\';‘F of our income might oth
10 ‘keop.on [nereasing wise be tnvested according to o
n the porsonal plans, Granted thal a
ger the purchas ic income imder @ governme
plan is a good thing, it 15 alo
irue that many people like 1o do

own saving for that part «

their retirement above the -
mum level. 1f the ent
keeps on taking large zer
bites oy« ncoiie
Io p
o
as we wi

—C. E. BREWER

lke Edgy After Dlspatch OfTroops

Lebano; ‘ N
I. Vice President Nixon did not par
ticipate in the decision. This 15 consid
ered significant. He was briefed by the
President al 7:45 the next morning at
breakfast. but did not partic in the moves
bighlevel. e iy between Ei
senhower. Secretary of State Dulles, Ge
EiHgper semred e Dulles, Gen — Chiefs Firm
Defense Donald Quarle ‘ e
{ decision the congressional dele y
gation had e hite House o
land
World Opinion bulling !
The President. the m they argued, mu
decision, was ¢ i faree
nerousness  aboul g 4. Fisenhower's
ops committed 1o { have been

The Mutual Benefit Life Insurance
0. of New Jersey
flia e -
BT i T )
hok s o
e Came a
Turks Ready } a
somewhere
5. Chief military problems red t can be repor t .
by the Joint Chiet Fotve dispaithisd/a campasite sttack force
first, whether 1o use Turkish troops; and, of more than 200 planes o bases in
second, what o doif Russian ol e st
1 1, the d on State Do
f 1 (froups, Longers 4 e et
- c have he cler he |
n of n d h 0 ho & i
fly wlo la 1 )
rea g I8 t q vernl
ARCISt0N e | U Ames




