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SATURDAY

Editorial Book Review

The Wit And Wisdom Of Harry Golden

IN AMERICA. By Rany
Golden. Foreword By Carl Sand
burg. World Publishing Co. 117
pages.

ONLY

r]\m- strange (hing about Harry Golden

is that he exists at all. If
for his own prodigious outpouring of
prose one might be templed 1o believe
that he was invenied by some latter dav
Dickens or Hogarth

In appearance. personality and phi

were not

asopby. he bears only a casuzl and
dental resemblance 1o the rellife auto
malons who inhabit Ame

undance He
1o be rea

ica im such weedy a
exasperatingly original

Bul here he is—a Jew a re
from New Yorks Lower Easi Side a
product of Tammany Hall. a crony of
old Socialists, a non-conformisi et
ordinaire. an integrationist and self
siyled Friend of Man editing the Caro
Lixa Ismaruirs in a2 cily noled for its

Proper Presbyterianism and ils political
and social orthodoxy “Ah-h-h  as G
Rtih it ekt rolling NinCERTE
could happen only in America

A few hardened types
argued a gemeration ago 'hat
The fact is that It has

wouid have
t couldn't

JOR those who have walched the
ISRAELITE grow inlo a journalistic
legend of sorts. this ook is only a verif
cation of an old truth. Golden has been
turning out the most flavorful and pro
vocative one-man in America
stillation of the
IsrarLrrE's best—which 15 1o say Gold
en’s best. for he writes it all. For good
measure. %he author has added several
highlv seasoned originally pre
pared for CommenTARY MipeTarass and
the AMERICAN Jrwisy Congrrss Werk
ty The result ix a rather remarkahle
extravaganza of humor. opinion. remin
Iscence. whimsy and erudition thal is
typically Golden and uniformly delight-
ful

pieces

Whatever is human interests Harry
Golden,” writes Carl Sandburg with
wholly justifiable admiration. “Honest
men, crooks, knuckleheads particularly
anybody out of the ordinarv if even a
half-wit. any of them is in his line. He
writes aboul them. He drops the sheets
of writing in a barrel. Comes the time
of the month 1o get oul his paper. the
CAroLINA IsmarLrre, he digs down into
the barrel and finds copy As you go
along in this book or in copies of his
paper you may be saying, ‘That fellow
doesn't miss anvthing—he has ears to
hear and a pencil to write it down '™

. e e

AT comes out in ONLY Ix AmEnrica
13 is an utterly disarming mixture of
toughness and sentimentality. Only Gold
en can call Dostoevski a “guv” and get
away with it. Furthermore. few writers
today are equipped with a better nose
for paradox He searches it out wherever

it exists—in relations between the Chris-
tiane and the Jews. in the plight of the
southern Negro. in the gray(lannel

world of Madison Avenue and the Or
ganization Man, in contemporary poli
tics Yet Golden is no soapbox artist He
fs we suppose. primarilv an enfertainer
-but an entertainer with a point of
view TLaughter is his weapon and he uses
it deftly. He frequently has hic readers
chuckling at their own social villainy
just as Twain did years ago and Mort
Sahl does today. If the villainy is not
dissolved it is at least diluted

Golden's range is positively im
mense It isa seemingly uneading stream
of well-ordered consciousness that in

cludes Calo's hangover cure f“five or
six raw cubbage leaves" i Sen McCar
thy. Charlotte politice Aaron Burr's
virility Aaron act accomplished

that which most men dream aboul al
least once a week throughout their lives
to be convicted of adullery al the ase
of 80 the younger generation (A
clear and present danger 10 our sociely
lurks in the corridors of our new ranch
type schools: Bubble gum comes wilh
the (errazzo tile prostitution, marri
age, the Ku Klux Klan and how 1o buy
cigars

He can he appropriately sociologica
on the question of the Jew and 1
gro in the South and merely logi
the matler of dving Savs Golden
“Causerie On Deat}

From The Roleigh News & Observer
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enters their live
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| get killed

foot on this nervo
ed and trigeer-happ
They keep watching and keep saving
Not. ye rlie have decided
to wail

Whole slices of Dt Iy AMmERICA
are devoled (o the Lower Fast Side and
reminiscences of life among the

immigrants The
v)lnlr ambitious
al color an

4t lgast aaa" B
Uncle Koppel who r
chain on 3

his mot her wasn't unti) |
he stx ade tha
orrect  pronun
ounge My mother called it a “lun
Evervbodvs mother called a
lunch his brother (“A guest came
in and was fold that the only room

available would cost The guest
said. ‘You've got $1.50 on the sign,' and
my brother fold him. “I'ry and sleep on
the sign the shadkhan (marriage
broker ). the “pullersin” at the clothing

stores in the Bowery ("If a man stopped
to look at the window displav of the
When an

store he was a dead duck

immigrant went in 10 one of
lishments, the first thing
him to do was take his pa-m off 'n tr

on a new suit. The fellow never saw his
pants again. unless he made a pur
chase.” | among others

HF South is present and accounted
for. loo. and Golden has not ne
lected to include his Vertical Negro
Plan, Noting that whites Negroes
have been standing up together at store
counters and bank te d for
vears withou! incident, he
gests that desks be provid
integrated public schools
Pupils would be comne
And. reasons Golden
the South pavs the
a vert )

solve our probler

Golden is sens
the “Negro prohle ¥ CCOEnizTes
that it is not confined to t}
San Francisco | d
groes call the South
er on

leart

Oakland |

I said how come—over
hear the dren of
Italian imn of neigh:

borhoods as ‘\e move in. The editor
smiled and said We call the South
Fayp! but you didni hear me calling
this the Promised land did you?

reed of

why some old relany N G
hadn’t made contact puzzled n

Iv. but 1 suspected the r
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THE TWILIGHT OWLETS

HAS been recorded on this page pre
viously that the ow! is a stupid stick
in-the-mud, an utterer of discordant nor
sense, a mask of ugly and shiftless di
dence waiting for a hapless insect o de
liver himself up as a welfare check
The Little screech owls will grow
and stupid eventually, alas b
aboul now the
provement upon the arch provincial par
en! who 1s glued 1o the imb. When 1he

along

mendots

are a l

weather is silky after supper when the
color curling (rom the woods is a sort
of greenish biue. the owleis tuke f
much in the manner thal the Wrighis

Hawk. There is more of
in these fust flig
with fear xs the
rise, and floun
ide

did at Kitt
prayer than hope
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s preserved, h
also he & Chr
commun- A here Is no preser
ommunity = re think that he woulc
hey can. any more ready than is Chamoun
absorbed to be absorbed fnto the United
Arab Republic. He will be all the
Jess ready if we have played the
part of mediators for & ~.<w(

LIPPMANN hether
Nussor, The ¢
whother the
and the Mosl
American  lorces can live together
0 Intervene, we would be the Lebanon will not be
ebanese affairs. But  participating in another “Suez” by Nasser even though it ab
whether this in-  We might do better not to argue jures the Eisenhower Doctrine
the Chamoun by analogy and to discard the If the Christian and Moslem
“massive’” o1 stercotypes of Munich and Suez, community cannot live and work ment rather than of partisins ol
as the U. N. ohservers trying instead to see the Leba- together, there is no solution (n  Chamoun personally.
.n not enough to be  nese problem itse sight and every prospect of the If our commitment to Chum
nt and decisive. The Lebanon is a unique state. cndless misery of an endless war. 0 narconally has been s
uniike any other in the Middle explicit as many reputable re:

da by way of the
is no doubt that
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s is intervention by were
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in the civil
roport of the U. N
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report. It
signifi
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CLAIM DESTROYED CHIEF OBJECTION f
orts say it s, the outcome ix of

For the American bystande The fundamental objection 1o course inglorious, however p
asked to choose betw the | British and American armed in-  dent. In fact, Chamoun's is the
two conflicting tories, th tervention in favor of Chamoun third conspic t
. s i« that it would destroy the history when. e
T T n E {RCL LIRS RIgUe cl restoring and main- drawn _into irrational war. ve

nees of
g the  Christian - Moslem
Western intervention on
alf of the Christian president
Lebanon would surely
e implacable opposition
of the Moslems. In all likelihood
the internal war would become
what, happily, it is not now, a

to disentangle
governmen

have had
selves from client

RHEE AND CHIANG

convincingly in favor of the
observers, This is the
fact that the Lebanese Army i« |
passive, doing little more than
1o contain the rebels £
) sibdse them. This destroys
the claim that the Lebanon
fending its national

The other two cases arc thal
Syngman Rhee in Kor
of Chiang Kaishek in
Both in Korea and in Formosa
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