THE CHARLOTT i

Largest Evening Newspaper In The Two Carolinas
188 Charlotte, North Carolina, Friday, July 11, 1958 22 Pages — Price Five Cents

A Flame, Flash, Roar--And It's Gone

By JULIAN SCHEER you could stop at any filling nificant for several reasons: Cape. Lights were swilched on  staod stripped on its pad A strange silence fell over
News Staff Writer station within 20 miles and (1) The Thor alone had gone at other launching pads—at Al 7:35 the public address
(First of Two Articles) ask if a launching was due 2500 miles, but this would the Navy's Vangustd, st the speaker from the blockhouse - o ch 4nd crickels sang a
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla, — soon— and most gas jockeys beat it; (2) the cruise missile  Atlas. near the site told central con. ¥©'rd Song in the darkness
The countdown for Project 1385 would sa hey're going to  Snark had gone the full dis- trol and observers Ih;( the
started at 6:50 p.m fire a Thor-Able tonight." tance, but at 600-0dd miles an ~ COUNTDOWN HALTED countdown would begin again
A light breeze made the But throughout the area hour and in the earth’s atmos The countdown began but n five miputes and would
) green, scrubby undergrowth with men who were con. Phere; (3) animals had gone s gbrupiy halted. Something  1#Ke 40 minutes A timeless moment. A flash
Judge Convicted dance, and the sun still hung cerned with national security 100 space (straight up and g not checked out. A pub- At 8:05 the countdown he-  The missile was engulfed in a
half mast in the sky. Just eight and the ballistic missile pro. Darachuted down), bul never i address system ftold  the ain and searchlights  white flame. Then the sound
NASHVILLE, Tenn, (B — | miles away al Cocoa Beach, ~ram, Project 1335 vas a dcad had been tested under such  gory in unconcerned. low-key  Vere cul on. The Thor-Able came, a harsh roar. The mis
The Tennessee Senate, in a | tiree youngsters splashed in the 1y serious, tense climax to intense heatand speed (15000 (ones: “Holding” said the &lowed like a neon icicle on  sile shivered on iis pad. 't
el e heunt " 'tea. | muddy surf of the A 1lantic years of preparaion miles an hour and up); (4)  vaice, and observers grumbled ad. The low temperature  broke away—and climbed sky
sion, today convicted Judge | OCt20. While up the beach a The project was a Douglas-  Teentry of a nose cone was 4 AUT:5 pm., on this Wed. “lox” coated the exterior of ward
Aiohiitoly idg ve-year-old_gaped as his fa- made Thor (an intermediate Fealily (with the Thor), bul pecday, the countdown began missile with frost and
Raulston Schoolfield of Chat- | ther showed him how fo fly an range missile), topped by a  hever at this speed, distance of  aogin” on the Thor-Able. the hluish glow could be seen Tt atfalgh iipy il
tanooga on one of 22 im- | oid-fashioned box kite second stage of a Vanguard, height (600 miles high) of  Sream of vapor from the “lox,”  ior miles planalar, ov€ilind; NOWIt
peachment charges. It means | _From the observation post It was a hybrid, a highly modi-  With a living thing aboard liquid oxygen fuel, trailed from  There were other false starts %35 & white mass of [lame
his immediate removal from | 2000 yards from the Douglas fied rig, which was also topped  Here was a test of distance, the right side of the missile, 2% engineers and scientisis >ome cheered.  Others rushed
offico. The vote 24 to 7. | Aircraft launching pad, field by a radically new nose cone of medical knowledge of lfe The clouds above it {umed thecked a thousand details 0 telephones
a8 Lo more than required | Blasses picked up men scram-  with a mouse inside in space travel and of propul-  pink in the sunset and the Cape  Then the countdown—the min Ivimroned plightivy) <, Abén
byt 1 bling over the scaffoldlike  This would be .he real test sion. This combination, some  Canaveral lighthouse utes before “T", fakeoff—he. there was a flash—the firat
for conviction and four less | crane (a gantry) which sup- for an intercontinental ballis- say, would probably launch the turned slowly to warn passing  &an for the last time stage fell off and the second
than the minimum for ac- | ported the missile during pre- tic missile. From the launch- first missile aimed at the moon  ships of the land nearby. At 9:35 it was “T'minus-15 ignited. Then it was gone
quittal. flight preparations ing pad here, Thor-Able was next month At 7:45 pm,, the scaffol then “T minus 14" At And before a reporter could
Security measure had been  aimed 3t 3 spot s Suddenly, (he sun was gone moved on its track 948, “T minus 2 " write his story — Thor-Able
GG" ster Won't Talk | faken by the military and  down a track in the South At-  and long fingers of gray eve ay [rom Thor-Able, Excite- minus 90 seconds, 60, 2 had landed 6.300 miles away Al Forte Phote
gHINGTON (P—Gang. | civilian missile personnel, but__lantic__The est eaitiiba N _ning_dirkness fell over the _ment rose now, for the missile 20 ’ in the South Atlantic THOR LEAVES PAD
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