( THE CE

Tio 14 B
Lo w ]
R A

ARLOTTE NEWS

President and Publisher
General Manager
Adv..rlmng Director

ditor
Associate Editor
Managing Editor
Circulation Manager

RSDAY,

JULY 10, 1958

Let's Get To The Bottom Of It Quickly

va day added to the Grand Jury's
-4 investigation of irregularities in City
Recorder’s Court compounds the public’s
agony and adversely affects the entire
municipal organism.

Adjournment until July 28 to give the
State Bureau of Investigation more time
to work on the case may be justified
Certainly, sufficient time must be allot-
ted for a thorough and exact probe of
every detail of this unfortunate situation
But there must be no dozing, dawdling
or thumb-twiddling

Not only is the integrity of individuals
at stake in this investigation but the in-
tegrity of whole governmental institu-
tions as well.

Suspicion and distrust are already
loose in the streets. Charlotte’s first re-
action to the scandal was one of shock.
As the scandal developed so did a sense

of outrage and alarm. Now, however, a
certain cynicism has set in concerning
the conduct of the investigation, its
probable results and the likelihood of
widespread corruption in virtually all
law enforcement and judicial agencies.

It is this last reaction that is most un-
fortunate and terribly unfair. Actually,
the chances are that any irregularities
here are of a rather limited nature.
Whole departments, organizations, pro-
fessions and institutions have not been
infected. Blanket condemnations are
hardly in order.

But human nature being what it is,
suspicion will no doubt continue to grow
until all the facts are in and the evil has
been isolated and removed.

Therefore, it is of the utmost impor-
tance that justice be rendered with some
dispatch.  Only harm can come from
long and unnecessary delay.

Ethical Codes Make Good Dust-Catchers

‘Arry Truman’s genius for oversim-
plification shines brightly in his
prescription of the Ten Commandments
and the Sermon on the Mount as the
only ethical code anybody in govern-
ment needs.

The Commandments didn't prevent
corruption in his administration, nor in
the Eisenhower administration. But Mr.
Truman was eminently correct in sug-
gesting that Congress would be wasting
its time in trying to write a code of eth-
fcs that would be effective in enforcing
2 high standard of moral conduct in pub-
lic officials.

Two New York Republicans, Sen.
Javits and Rep, Keating, have introduced
bills to create a commission to study the
question of ethics in government. A
code would be drawn from the study and
public officials would be expected to ad-
here to it although, of course, they could
not be subjected to penalties if they vio-
lated it. Oregon Sen. Neuberger doubt-
less will support the proposal in the Sen-
ate, having posed this question in a re-
cent magazine article:

“Congress has set itself up to scruti-
nize the ethics and morals of the Execu-

tive Branch of the government. But who
watches Congress with respect to con-
flict ol interest? Who polices the police-
man?

Although Sen. Neuberger wanis an-
other answer, the only answer there can
be is the voter. As to a code of ethics,
one reflecting the ideas of some 500 leg-
fslators would have to be one with suffi-
cient loopholes to let each legislator fol-
low his own conscience—which is the
practice prmmlum

The trouble is that some public offi-
clals are afflicted with sleepy consci-
ences. Sherman Adams, whose case is
the occasion for talk about a code of
ethics, needed no written code to fell
him he was acting improperly on behalf
of Bernard Goldfine. Adams had hatch-
eted other officials for doing less than
he did for Goldfine.

A code of ethics would take a long
time to write, but it would gather dust
quickly.

The only effective safeguard the voter
can have against corruption in office is
his power to throw the rascals out when
they are found out through the compe
tive processes of democratic government.

The Old Balsam Wooly Beats A Rap

e Balsam Wooly Aphid has been

found not guilty in the death of
several thousand Balsam firs on Mt
Mitchell.

This may be news to you. The Asso-
ciated Press, which reported it, must
have thought so. But it comes as no sur-
prise to us, And had we known earlier
old Wooly was up on a genocide rap,
we could have saved the federal agents
who investigated a mess of tree boring,
mountain climbing and possible ex-
posure to moonshiners.

Old Wooly wasn't even in the moun-
tains last winter, the way we figure it.

Everybody knows it was too cold up
there even for aphids, with the possible
exception of the hopdamson aphid,

which stays hopped up half the fime on
the juice of hops. And it goes without
saying that a hop-sucking aphid is no
match for a fir. Even if he was, why
should he forsake hops for wood chips?

No, old Wooly was the logical suspect
if suspects there had to be. But con-
sidering the weather. was it necessary to
susnect foul play at all?

The reason we're so defensive about

From The Richmond News Leader

THE FUTURE OF

YOME day, if the art of prose survives,
a chronicler may turn to the Fran-
tic Fifties and see in them, in retrospect,
the era of the “hard sell.”

Veteran television viewers are pain-
fully familiar with bullying, the most
primitive “hard sell” technique, which
is mainly a contest of wills. The breath-
less but steadfast huckster attempts to
wear down the viewer's sales resistance
with unrelenting, pile-driver repetition.
(“Now, that number is NAusea 8-4000.
Got it? That's N-A-eight-four-oh-oh-oh.
Once again. the number is ") The
command to call, write or buy—now—
Js blared until the weak-willed must
crack, until nothing will do but that the
beans burn and the ba wails as the
intimidated viewer hastens to obey.

Bullying is passing, praise be, but
more subtle means are being devised to
Put the Product Ac The latest “hard

sell” technique, which we have noted
in these columns previously is sublim-
inal advertising, in which the “pitch"

1 (TV or movie)
e does not con-

is flashed on the s
50 quickly that

sciously see it. But \'Fw« r's sub-

conscious gets the Mess, Used ex-

perimentally in a few movie ises, the

Message thus far has md to

the exhortation, “buy poy

More ominous, however, is

wood’s decision to use the sublim

“hard sell" — not to tell the viewer
rather what fo 1

perception

old Wooly Is that we had it in mind fo
blame him for the demise of a couple
of rose bushes, thus furnishing him with
an alibi in the case of the firs and us
one in the case of the rose hushes.

The Balsam Wooly Aphid possibly has
never heen known to attack rose bushes,
but it is our belief that our rose bushes
have heen host to every variety of aphid
known to man—excluding only the hop-
damson hop-suc!

ves, it was cold weather that
killed the balsam firs.
Education Note
July 7

lTF‘-! in Tue Cuartorte News
Wallace Kuralt. administrator of mul
ti-million-dollar County Welfare Depart-
ment, denied $60 a month raise by Coun-
ty Commissioners.

Item in Crartorre Nrws the
same day: Henry Severs, Mecklenburg
Alcoholic Bever. Control Board chief,
receives $500 annual raise

Perhaps Mr. Kuralt. for his own wel-
fare, had better re-learn his ABCs.

THE ‘FEELIES’

In the movie, previewed recently, svm-
bols are superimposed on the faces of
the principals. Thus, a snake. denoting

evil, flashes across the villain's mug,
while the heroine's fair are
fleetingly caressed by a Stse
pense mounts, symbols multiply: the
words “death™ and “blood” impress on

the dullest viewer the fact that the vil-
lain, dagger in hand. is up to no good

This first SP movie (dubbed a “feel.
fe") may b ¢ a sick industry
will gulp in big de (A recently is-
sued survey of the mov \-\ industry sh

down
th income
barely one-fourth
of this de-

weekly theater
million from 16
the top 10 ¢
what it was
cline, what wot
mogul "w\m to his |

and mink ing a a
little SP comm o his ,, ¥t
duction. somet T is st
movie you've ever seen? Who would
know?

And what of the pe plications?
s

—THIS IS A CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION?—
Models, Press Agents And Private Eyes Take Charge

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

HE League of the Imprudent

is growing rapidly,

Founders Sherman Adams and
Bernard Goldfine were first
joined by their own unpaid vol-
unteer press agent, Tex Me
Crary, and two McCrary asso-
ciates. Now all of these find
themselves in bed with the chief
investigator for the Harris sub-
committee investigating them,
and a well-known reporter.

The subcommittee even took
a tentative step toward member-
ship when it failed to control its
own witness, John Fox of Bos-
ton. It excused itself on the

Spying Is All The Rage

ground that it had to hear Fox
because he [fingered Goldfine
for them and it was certainly
true that it couldn't choose
Goldfine's associates,

LENGTHENED AGONY

It can, however, chonse its
own staff, and why it had to
agonize so long over firing its
chief investigator out of hand
will be another interesting story.

While the farcical ki

the headlines, the so
stands that mms aceepted i
portant

Goldfine
which Goldfine chzm-d off as
iness expense and that Gold-

e has outstanding an amazing-
1\ large amount — three quar-
ters of a million dollars — in
uncashed checks which do not
bear his name,

PAUSE TO REGROUP
The subcommittee had under-
taken to show that such facts

are relevant to its primary mis-
sion,

which is to discover how

the regulatory agencies are func-
Now it must pause to
on which

tioning,

solid ground

Its staff problem
A!m.u would s

ed

0 many

groups, includ mitteos of
the Congr been too
scrupulous or careful about who
got that job with its great po-

tential for general mischief,
PRIVATE EYES

Members of Con
alike \u e

been

L i st
tors and representatives vie for
their services.

Others ¢
st of their

have o o

BEST AND WORST

rack-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go»Round

Hem s Why

ason for the eops-and-rok

Harris

1—The

e been
have rowed ami

eteering committee, is an ex-
ample of the best type of inves-
tigator. J. B. Matthews, who
committed {he imprudence of at-
tacking the Protestant ministry
as furnishing too many fellow-
travelers for communism, when
he was working for the late
Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy, typi-
fied the other class.

Generally speaking, a commit-
tee's staff is a fair reflection
of the chairman’s personal code
of ethics, his common sense and
—to be perfectly fair—his world-
Iy experience. Members of Con-
gress come often from places
and circles where police work
is an attractive novelty; they can
be dazzled, just as the public
sometimes is, by plausible char-
acters on its fringe,

BAD EXAMPLE

The Harris subcommittee set
its taff a bad example when it
spied upon its first chief coun-
sel, Bernard Schwartz, and gen-
erally mishandled that impul-
sive idealist in a way which re-
flected upon its own sense of
the fitness of things. 1t is be-
ing punished now by its own
acute embarrassment over the
present predicament of its chief
investigator.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

The explosive growth of pub-
lice relations as a profession,
which has long been a matter
of concern to serious reporters,
has also strikingly come to the
fore in the Bernard Goldfine
story.

For the first few days Gold-
fine's well-staged rehersale of
his statement to the Harris sub-
committee reduced it to the
status of a secondrun movie
house with a stale attraction, It is
probable that n
Vviewers thought they were watch-
him his  inquisitors;
what they actually saw was an

artful presentation under the
coaching, not even of his B
vers, but of experts in forming
public opinion for propaganda
purposes
DRESS REHERSAL

Few people are aware that
Sherman  Adams did precisely
the same thing with his state
ment before the subcommittee.

ms utilized "Vhite House fac-

|um-~ and a sclect circle was
present to obierve and to ad-
vise on his d rehersal which

the TV viewers

actually saw,

s conscious of their
responsibili are covering,
where possible, both rehersals
and hearings and trying to make
plain the distinction between
the two. For a good rr.'pmlv
knows he must “see the 5
ir eyes" and is u.Hx
e into account the
meanor of the witness
LAWYERS, TAKE NOTE
It may conceivably be of in
terest to bar associations that
this technique has been adopted
in the present instance, not by
lawyers for show business, but
by “presumed lezders of their
profession_in matters involving
the integrity of the government
itself. Roger Robb, Goldfine'
(hu’ l‘””ﬂ~l‘ W counsel for
Ch W

MODEL HIRED

Robb’s association with the
al unpaid volunteer to hur

p the Goldfine testimony,
McCrary, was somewhat
But now he is appearing

v pictures with ¢ ator

ShosEyEIERLEs Big:dubbontmik
fee investizalors and a  paid
public relations counsel who

calls press conferences
night and has a
model, Bea Dupre
roceptionist

She is a v

and in a
never had it so gond lm effect
on some them has been 1

drive the

to cups of coffee

\bers

ding Chant

to me or to An

Lefr In A Bush

after

Who Lnaked tht’

a perhaps losing effort to keep
their sense of reality intact,
though the supplies of food and
stronger drink remain plenti-
ful.

WORSE THAN VIDEO

Television is barred from
House hearings by fiat of Speak-
er Sam Rayburn, It may be that
what is happening here is worse

than any evils the Speaker fore.
saw in admitting the magie lan-
terns into the sacred precincts
of the House. Certainly Gold-
fine, having got his story before
the public in terms satisfactory
to experts, contentedly filibust
ered the Harris subcommittee at
the start.

The press is involved in the
general razzle-dazzle through the
disclosure that a reporter hired

the hotel room next to Goldfine
and loaned it to the now-fired
chief investigator for the sub-
committee.

The chief responsibility for
getting the inquiry back on the
track rests with Chairman Har-
ris, He is coldly angry, but
anger will not be enough and
his reaction in hiring a press
agent for the subcommittee is
hardly an encouraging sign.

‘Any Hope For Us Other Captive Americans?’
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Let Robeson Wander

A Voice Not For Shouting

PALAMOS, Spain
lT is a good thing, it seems to
thl the Stite Department
has issued a passport fo Paul
Rubéson atier " boling him up
since 1950 because of his refusal
to auswer questions about whether
he was a Communist or not
Keepingz lim under house arrest
made him look slightly martyr-
ish

Now he Is free to g0 to Europe
, precisel am
to bet

t the B

and (]

Rabeson

u the public eye

shouting Red

appeir
started

TON t Adams o Ieft in & bu

n of has been ecarry ‘Vlr"i or the New

cntles ase and Ike's Texas oil  ca ong and pick
the natural gas act

n ‘White:
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th

in

given the statemer
committee then fired him.

Locked In A Safe
15! 1l cong

By ROBERT C. RUARK

scirine from any stump he could

I r-)n son  has

huon
h

setting
in-

t bitten by the l(u~~mu bug
even sent lils own <on to be
d in Russia_ He yel as
as that other pampered

PAUL ROBESON
Just Sing, Please

he had
u\..l kil a

at day,

igger

Vor

Robeson had nothing ta yeil

about, reall
s the

Advi
'be the fiest to tell
was integrated ever
an All-American ot
rate !)rmr a Phi
e fore-

smee  he
since he was

1 like fo rec
racial line he v
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