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Death Of A Republic: The Final Rites Were Curious

By JOSEPH ALSOP

PARIS

OW does a regime die? In
France, the answer is, with

a proper sense of the solemni-
ty of a great deathbed scene, but
with rather too much of the ten-
dency ol King Charles 11, who
I ryly for being “such
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De Gaulle: Too Late

VEN those who distrust most devout-

ly his messsianic postures must

wish General de Gaulle well in his effort
to revitalize his beloved France.

Doubtless danger to France's demo-

cratic traditions will continue to lurk in

For Lamentation

inet, not even de Gaullist extremists.
There are men in the Cabinet, however,
who represent the Left, Right and Cen-
ter of French politics. While this repre-
sentative Cabinet has no power to de-
pose him or to block his programs, the

i do seem to an

de Gaulle's difficulty in love
of country from love of self. “When I
want to know what France is thinking,"
he once said, “T ask myself.” But there
is no use in continuing to lament the
possibility of a de Gaullist dictatorship.
The chief danger of that probably would
arise from successful and popular use of
the power he has been given to govern
by decree for six months.

1f, instead, de Gaulle flops in his ef-
fort to bridle the nightmares that crowd
the French horizon, fragedy is more a
certainty than a possibility. France, in
short, is in the position of h: i
a dictatorship in order to win a few vie-
tories aover forces that threaten civil war.
And it was not de Gaulle but the end-
lessly haggling and often impotent men
of the middle who put it in that position.

De Gaulle’s initial moves have been
marked with wisdom and resolufeness.
There are no extremists in his new Cab-

Some Plain Talk On

MAN giving a commencement ad-

dress is not compelled to commit
himself on anything at all beyond the
content of the usual windy platitudes and
cliches. Certainly few southerners hold-
ing political office feel obligated to air
their convictions on a sensitive issue
like desogrevalion, no matter how large
the issue looms in the future of youths
who are their this

effort to build national unity and to sig-
nify good intentions.

De Gaulle has moved also to reassert
civilian authority over the military. He
has promised to support and defend civil
liberties, and he has removed press cen-
sorship. His flight to Algeria demon-
strates a proper sense of urgency in
tackling the most thorny and far-reach-
ing problem facing his nation. At this
point he has given France and the West
reason for a feeling of hope and reas-
surance.

The West, including the U. S., will have
to continue to respond in like manner.
For Charles de Gaulle, who has long re-
garded himself as the hope of France,
has now become perforce the hope of
the West for the restoration of the unity
and strength of an old and honored cita-
del of freedom.

A Prickly Issue

close our schools we would cut our own
throats — economically, politically and
. Our progress would come to

Mr. Seawell was not in his present
office when North Carolina weathered
extremist demands for closing the
schools, and adopted instead the wise
and moderate course it is now following.
But app he is mindful of the fact

year.

But in a talk to the graduating class
of Pembroke College, North Carolina’s
new attorney general addressed himself
directly to that subject. His comments
were thoughtful, direct and refreshingly
candid.

This is what Attorney General Mal-
colm B. Seawell had to say about the
Supreme Court’s desegregation deci-
sion: “I do not like (it) but I know that,
when that court speaks, its words be-
come the law and remain the law until
that court changes its mind or until the
people change the law. We cannot se-
lect the laws which we will obey and
breach those laws which we do not like.”

And on the question of closing public
schools to avoid any measure of com-
pliance with the decision, Seawell ad-
ded: “If we in North Carolina should

that courage and candor are required to
keep to that course.

As a commencement speaker, the at-
torney general had to give his audience
some sort of advice. He chose to offer
wise and plain-spoken advice. In the do-
ing, he distinguished himself as an offi-
cial with a firm grip on reality.

Now We Know

ATHER DIVINE was asked how he
felt about nuclear tests and the race
into outer space.

His reply (to the New York HemaLp
Trisune): “Well, 1 haven't had any
special feelings about it but as it is giv-
en, whatsoever may be uppermostly in
the i of man or
they may endeavor, it can be done.”

Next question.

Big Jim Farley Is Back In Armor

IT is as if all of the political clocks in
the world are being turned slowly
back to the palmier days of ancient and
honorable titans

First, Charles de Gaulle staged his
astounding comeback in France. Now,
James Aloysius Farley is donning armor
again in New York to return to the po-
litical wars.

Big Jim Farley was for years the Old
Headmaster of the Democrats. As na-
tional chairman of the party and as post-
master general of the United States
11933-41)1 he vuuuwcro-l Franklin D,
Rooseve! He was
strategist, organizer and persuader all
rolled into one immense bundle of po-
litical energ;

James MacGregor Burns wrote of him
in Roosevert: Tre Liox Axp Tue Fox

“He could get along with anybody
which was part of his effectiveness. He
had a large limber body to insert be.
tween warring factions, and a smooth
pink face that looked as if it were sanded
and buffed by his intermediary's role.
He was a joiner, a mixer, a glad-hander
who could remember names—anybody's
name.”

The famous split with FDR came in
1940 during the third term debate. Aft-

From The St. Louis Post-Dispotch

er the Democratic convention in Chicago
he resigned the national chairmanship.
Although less in the limelight in the
vears that followed, he could often be
found backstage. He has remained,
through the years, a powerful influence
in Democratic Party polities in New
York, Furthermore, he has retained his
contacts and his wide circles of friends
and admirers across the nation. Char-
lotte knows him well for he has been a
frequent visitor.

Now, at 70, he is making his bid for
the Democratic nomination in New York
for the U. S. Senate. It is his first real
try for an elective office in 35 years.

He will have a fight on his hands
Other Democrats being mentioned as
possible contenders for the party's nomi-
nation include Mayor Robert F. Wagner
of New York City, former Secretary of
the Air Force Thomas W. Finletter and
Manhattan District Attorney Frank Ho-
gan. Leonard Hall, a former Republican
national chairman, has declared himself
in the race for the GOP nomination.

Big Jim Farley, however, never backed
off from a fight. It will be good to see
the old battler back in action. His nomi-
nation and election would strengthen the
Unifed States Senate.

‘BIGGEST IN TOWN FOR A NICKEL'

UITE a bit of skepticism was aroused

when a New York dispatch an-
Nounced that nt beer was back on
seemed too much to
street of odd marvels,
nd by came a further report
t the tavernkeeper was doing
fine with his Scent libation. He paid $13
2 for beer and took in $14 at the
and his bar was lined three

nickel p

deep from the day's beginning to the
day’s end

ceountants  probably have
by now that he is on the
to bankruptcy. Undoubtedly
nded him of rent, wages,
s, insurance and all the
which come under over-

the day at price was standard
and com on togk the form of offer-
ing “the | t in town for a nickel
Those, of (ourse, were the days before
the noble « ment when taverns still
were saloons Th n the floor under the
brightly poli:! s rail was strewn

with fresh s

A shot of the house

brand could be had for a dime, and the
best could be had for a quarter or less.
Good cigars, naturally, went for 5 cents.

The lunch was free. And what lunch:
slices of roast beef, ham, imported Swiss
cheese, herring, cold cuts and what not
—all laid out with mustard, horseradish,
ketchup and bread, light and dark, for
the customer to help himself while the
bartender was busy filling half-a-dozen
or so beer cans—'"growlers” they were
—for the boys who rushed them on a
notched pole to the workmen who were
building a house across the street, or to
those who were eating kitchen-prepared
lunch in a nearby factory.

In Milwaukee, so we have been told,
the growlers also were rushed to the
staff of the German paper. The editor
always knew it was time to go to press
when instead of dipping his pen into
the ink, he dipped it into the beer. That’s
hearsay, of course; but it could be true
because all manner of wonderful things
happened when beer, the very best, was
pushed across the polished mahogany
for just 5 cents. Indeed, could anything
be more fabulous than “the biggest in
town for a nickel?”

an unmnscmnuble time a-dying."”

The setting for this last act in
the history of the Fourth Repub-
lic was worthy of the event. There
is no handsomer or more theatri-
cal legislative chamber in the
world than the old French Cham-
ber, dusty with forgotten history,
rich with white marble columns
and gold-fringed red velvet, so-
norous in its acoustics and by its
very shape constructed to enhance
the drama of the moment.

Here, quietly, unobtrusively.
most as though he were apole
ing for thrusting in where he dld
not belong, entered the tall, gi
lin, most comically solemn ﬂg-

il Gaulle in

PAUL REYNAUD
Abuses Are Delicious

plight of France was chilly and
| laconic.

ure of Charles de Gaulle. On the
floor_and in the jammed opera-
box-like tribunes,” all the vast

crowd was waiting for the ap-
pearance of the man of destiny
— or the man, at any rale, on
whom the French people have
now bet their own destiny.

Yet there was no stirring ac-

knowledgment of de Gaulle's en-
trance. The squat, bald president
of the Assembly, that apt intrigu-
er Andrew Letroquer, smiled his
welcome. De Gaulle, infinitely
alone on a front bench where no
others chose or dared to join him,
mnde a stiff gesture of lr!e(ing m

eply. The Assembly pre
nbbled thmugh the lormll nre
liminaries, The' name of Andre
Malraux caused a sudden mur-
mur when the Cabinet list was
read. And de Gaulle, with his
wllk of a giant automaton, strode

o the high, ornamented tribune.

In all his long, unhappy experi-
ence of public oratory, this re-
porter has heard no more curi-
" ous speech on a great occasion.
) The phrases were polished and
marmoreal. The exposition of the

At no point was there the slight-
est outward show of deep emo-
. tion, except in the sudden empha-
sis with which de Gaulle an-

| nounzed his readiness lo accept

“the heavy duty” of the leader-
ship of France. The lwo words
| “lourd devoir" rang like balls and
one knew the emotion was there,
right enough, hidden behind the
severe facade. It was, one sud-
denly thought, rather like a funer-
al oration pronounced over a fall-
en comrade’s bier by a military
officer long and strictly disci-
plined to conceal all feeling.
deputies heard out
cool hush. As he fin-
ished and walked from the cham-
ber there was a round of ap-

‘You Deviationist!’

JACQUES DUCLOS
The Voice Is Torture

plause, respectful but far from
tempestuous. And so the French
Assembly got down to the day’s
real business, of voting its own
demise.

No man there — not even the
great air ace of the French re.
sistance, Pierre Clostermann, who
mounted the tribune to welcome
de Gaulle in a voice of grateful
tears — can really have enjoyed
the business in hand, As Paul
Reynaud once amiably remarked:
“If regimes rarely reform them-
selves, it is chiefly brcause the
abuses are so delicious,”

Few deputies indeed have not
enjoyed those delicious abuses —
the complex game of musical
chairs that has been French Cab-
inet making that slso resembled
Alice’s cancus race in which alk
contestants won a prize, the hap-
py intrigues, the delicate trading
operations conducted at the Bras-
serie Lipp and La Concorde, even

People’s Platform

Postal Service
Is Going To Pot

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
UBLIC business in and
around the Post Office has
been for the past five years on
the downgrade, and it becomes
worse almost daily since we have
had Chatterfield as head of the
Post Office Department. We pay
more and get less; we at one
time had what we could call a
double-barreled Post Office, but
today we scarcely have a single-
barreled office.

We had hoped the knives would

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

wear out, but this is not the case;
they must have them in car lots
Cut, cut, is all we can see or
hear. They can get more onlook-
ers than they have room for, but
service? That is and has been out
of date for the past five years in
this United States of America.
The combination parcel post and
stamp windows which are costing
as much to operate as the system
that was so rotten. e5S-
man of the Tenth District has
said he is a “middle-of-the road
congressman " but always votes
Republican on all matters. Has
he done anything for the public
for the past six years; if o, I
would like to have you name it.
Who voted him into office, closed

the stamp windows and made
double barreled jobs of the parcel
post and stamp windows, with the
remark that it was to save
money? Yes, money for the big
guns and the do-nothing gang

Last, but not least, the city has
stocked up parking meters all
around the Post Office with a 12-
minute limit; if you cannot get
your business over with in that
time, you can get a dollar fine
for overparking; if you come out
or make a further deposit in the
parking meter, you are fined for
that; so, as we see it now, we
are gefting more and more on the
dictator list,

—S. C, VAUGHN

the Chamber's elaborate ritual, so

Left, it was now time to say
good by to all that, at least for
a while, and none of them liked
doing so.

Nor was this recollection of a
happy past the only memory
haunting the Chamber, Among
the divided Socialists especially,
there was the haunting memory
of the vote of full powers to
Marshal Petain, taken in even
moreterrible circumstances,
which also split the French Social-
ist party into irreconcilable fr:
ments. And others besides the So-
cialists asked themselves whether
this moment marked the begin-
ning of a new authoritarian re.
gime in France.

This question and the roll of
oratory filled the air. There were
sentimental cpeechu ulxe mn nl
Clostermann. There
bre speeches, like uul ol I-hl
erm, solid little Communist boss,
Jacques Duclos, with his harsh
voice that would usefully serve a
professional torturer, who had the
d(mntery to perorate with a shout

“Down with dictatorship!”
There were also horing speeches,
But on the whole the level of ora-
tory was exceptionally high, and
none were better than the two
men of the non-Communist Left,
Mendes - France and Mitterand,
and the unpkeasant but articulate
fellow-traveler, Pierre Cot.

With an eloquence that rasped
the Chamber's nerves, all three
grimly insisted on the same point,
that this was no free vote, but a
vote under duress, taken almost
under fire from the Assembly’s
enemies. As Mendes-France spoke,
one remembered the pale, deter.
mined face of a young Mendesiste

U. S. At The Fair

‘evenings Mnulun;
lhnl "m wauld not illlv ln

Coty d:d no( w for do
yet_obstinately & :ul yﬁ that t!vﬂ
conflict now wouls be better
than the civil conflict he foresaw
Jater on. Indeed, on the tribuna

of
himself said
Illin].

These men, l;::r:;a clear, we;:
making their re now in tl
firm exmullon that the de

Gaulle regime would indeed be
authoritarian, and so would end
by alienating all those masses of
Frenchmen who are now turning
to de Gaulle. Were they right, or
were they wrong, as this report-
er happens to think? No one now
can say.
But one can say, as Mendes-
France also said, that me Fourth
Republic destroyed itself by its

own weaknesses and follies, The

final vote was a formality. The

regime had died long before the
vote_was taken.

MENDES-FRANCE
Conflict Is Inevitable

A Nation’s Image

By DORIS FLEESON

BRUSSELS

BUSL\'ES?M",N handling ma-
jor United States industrial
exhibits at the Brussels World's
Fair report that their visiting
compatriots are often almost neu-
rotic over the contrast between
America's _emphasis on cultoral
aspects and the heavy displays of
capital goods by the Russians.
With some amazement, they find
smartly dressed American wom-
en among the worst complainers.

Possibly these are security-con-
scious Daughters of the American
Revolution looking for what they
fear. Anyway, the spokesmen for
United States industry say they
are all wrong.

It is readily conceded that the
Russians have slightly more floor
space and that their achievements
are impressive. The Russians, it
is also perceived, are on their
way toward automation faster
than expected, though the United
Stales is still much better in that
field.

SCATTERED EXHIBITS

But American exhibitors con-
tend that the American show is
excellent, very representative and
very popular. They say, further-
more, that when the many good
exhibits by American heavy in-
dustry are added to the govern-
ment’s contribution, the sum far
outweighs what the Russians have
done. What misleads all but the
most indefatigable tourist of the
huge fair is that the government's
show is concentrated in one spot
while the other American contri-
butions are scattered about the
grounds,

Also, the American government
politely acceded to the host coun-
try’s request that governments
concentrate on their cultural and
social achievements in their ex-
hibits, Russians, possibly out of
pure habit, broke the rule. They
broke it again when they stamped
their initials boldly on all their
displays outside their own pavil-
lion. This, too, was banned by
the Belgians, but they felt power-
less to protest what um Commu-
nist colossus chose to d

NOT TOO MUCH

For the special information nl
Rep. Pat Rooney of New
and his colleagues of the mn-
gressional appropriations commit-
tees, the same businessmen said
that while it was obvious not too
much money had been spent on
the United States government dis-
play, the men who arranged it did
fine per dollar invested.

Their own reaction to the gov-
ernment’s exploration of Ameri-
can social and cultural life was
amusing. One of them — Yale 42
— is enraptured with Circarama,

-3

a Walt Disney construction which
takes the visitor on a rapid trans.
it tour of America via film in &
cireular building rather like a
planetarium,

FOREIGNERS GAPE

“I hadn't realized that Amerl.
cans wore costumes,” he said,
“But we do, The film shows milk.
men, service station operators,
motorcycle messengers, uthe
cians, models, all distinctively at-

tired — and very effectively, It
doesn’t just fascinate me.

You

SOPHIA LOREN
Whe Wants Machinery?®

should watch foreigners at
that show." i

The same show also plays fa.
vorites among American Cities,
with a heavy play for San Fran.
ciseo, a choice probably the least
likely to be resented by Ameri-
cans. Washington gets the once.
over lightly, This probably won't

annoy Congress, which 50 often
does the same thing.
CO0ZY EFFECT

What Americans less taken with
their country's participation seem
somehow to resent is that the
Russians give an effect of big-
ness, overall, while their own is
“the soft sell," almost cozy in
its elfect.

Unmistakably America captured
the town the past weekend both
with “The Key" and Miss Sophia
Loren and with Benny Goodman,
who gave a unique concert on his
own birthday in Brussels' famous
old square, He “sent” them in a
blaze of vitality, a durable high
mark of a fair whose remarkabls
atlendance is only another sign
of man's inexhaustible will to sur-
vive even the space age — and
enjoy himself,

Aerial Traffic Jam Brings Hot Protests

WASHINGTON

FHOM pilots who have narrowly es-

caped collision, the Civil Aeronautics
Board has put together a harrowing story
of traffic congestion in our skies.
airways are getting so full of planes over
some cities that they may soon be al-
most comparable to a Times Square traf-
fic_jam,

The CAB is studying these close ealls
for ideas on how to improve air safety.
To avoid alarming the traveling public.
the pilots' reports have not been released
ta the press, but here are some highlights.
They show that drastic action must be
taken to curb military flights in com-
mercial airlanes and improve ground reg-
ulation.

No Guarantee

The CAB study dated May 10 shows
that ground control is no guarantee of
safety. A military pilot who pulled his

lumbering cargo plane up sharply in or-
der to avoid colliding with an airliner
reported: “I questioned the controller as
to the f information usually given

when other aircraft are in the vicinity
of aircraft being monitored. The answer
‘You didn't request that type in-
formation.' "

A similar experience was reported by
the pilot of an Aero Commander who al-
most crashed into an Air Force B20
while spproaching New York's Idlewild
International Airport

No Information

“Idlewild advised they had no other
aireraft under their control,” complained
the pilot. “I asked if they had other air-
craft in their scope. Their reply was
that they ‘don’t have altitudes.'”

In other words, Idlewild had no height.
finder and could not report the altitude
of planes on the radarscope.

A Navy pilot, whose fighter whistled
a fow feet over a private plane, though
both were under radar control, was sur-
prised when the private pilot frantically
contacted him.

“I ain't seen you 'til yet!" responded
the Navy man,

A Constellation, also under radar con-
trol, narrowly missed 4 small P24, Af.
terward, the disgruntled Constellation
pilot complained: “Radar’s performance
was very disappointing as we had been
in contact with them (ground control)
for four minutes, \‘:t they gave us no
advisory of traffie.”

A Suggestion

After'a DC$ airliner almost collided
with an Air Force jet bomber 900 feet
over EI Paso, Tex., the DC pilot su
gested that the Au- an should p
tice its |

nr lnmc is less congested.
are 100 many

|mund here," he reported,
at night”

Another airline pilot,
against lackadaisical ground control, re.

ported: “Tover advised us Cessna (pris
vate plane) in area, but gave us no lo.
cation. I was watching Instruments, First
Officer looking for Cessna, but first saw
it as we began to pmss pndementh )t
It was descending ‘piggy back’ Had we
continued we would have collided. Wo
turned to right and advised tower. He
didn’t say much.*

Pilots Too Busy
Another complaint  Is I
either too busy or top 4 .’: :LL 'n.:;
a sharp lookout for othar planes
ese reports and dozens lke them

‘near misses®
“especially

complaining

nearby Columbus or Culxb-d where lbu

have been accomulating for so
byl soma (ime in




