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What Is A 'Progressive Conservative'?

HE SEARCH for Sen. B, Everett Jor-

dan’s political philosophy goes on
but it is a notably bleak and unreward-
ing ritual.

As expressed in his first formal press
conference in Washington the other day,
his convictions include a belief in “mu-
tual understanding,” the “teachings of
Jesus Christ” and other nobly-ringing
generalizations. But North Carolina’s new
senator is still unwilling to let his hair
down, to reveal a sound and vital core
of ideas, to deal in practical realities.

As Bruce Jolly, one veteran Washing-
ton correspondent, put it:

“For nearly a half hour he replied to
questions that were blunt, frequently
barbed and generally to a point. But
he adroitly avoided answering most of
them.”

Sen. Jordan has
“progressive conservative.” a
“progressive conservative™? Is it the
same thing as a “conservative progres-
sive”? Is he a little bit to the left of
the right wing or a little ‘bit to the
right of the left wing? The honest truth-
seeker is lost in abstractions and quick-
ly reduced to despair.

The statements themselves offer few
clues.

“Internationally,” says the senator, “I
feel we must change our basic thinking.
The thing we must consider first is what
we have done wrong in our efforts to
do something right."

No one can quarrel with that. And,
furthermore, the quotation has a nice
progressive zing to it. It contains 28
words, all neatly arranged, all going
around in a wide circle like wooden
horses on a merry-go-round.

The farm problem, naturally, is a mat-
ter of concern for Sen. Jordan for North
Carolina is an agricultural state. “I don’t

labeled himself a
" What is

pretend to have the answers,” he says
frankly. “They must be worked out col-
lectively, But we must get agriculture
on a sound basis again."

Sen. Jordan has firmer feelings about
the textile situation and that is under-
standable, but again he suggests no posi-
tive answers. “What I can't see is how
it is a world threat to us to send tex-
tiles to China, or tobacco either,” he
confessed. “Nor can I see why the Ja-
panese should not trade with them.” No
doubt Sen. Knowland and the China lob-
by will attempt to enlighten him.

He expressed interest in education and
water, both worthy concerns, and wound
up in fine rhetorical fettle: “Our edu-
cational system must continue to pre-
pare our children to carry on a vigorous
farm economy and at the same time
train skilled craftsmen for the highly
technical industries that are looking to
the South for an abundance of un-
tapped human and natural resources.”

No one can quarrel with that either.

In fact, no one can quarrel with any
man who is for God, motherhood and
country.

But something more substantial is ex-
pected of a United States senator. At
some point he is expected to shed the
cloak of vague nice-nellyisms and stake
himself out with candor and with cour-
age on the practical issues gnawing at
the nation's consciousness.

The regrettable thing is that the pie-
ture the public has been getting of their
new senator is possibly misleading. He
is not namby-pamby. He is not a hazy,
platitudinous thinker. He is known to
intimates to have firm and wholly hon-
orable convictions on contemporary is-
sues. When, then, is he going to share
this image of his better self with the
publie?

What Happened To All That Urgency?

EVEN months ago President Eisen-
»J hower. quoting his scientific advis-
ers, identified “the most critical prob-
lem of all for the American people.”

It would be interesting to know how
many Americans remember. The prob-
lem was not the sack, South America,
the recession or even segregation. It was
and is a Soviet education system geared
to the prolific production of high qual-
ity scientists and engineers. At the time
the President’s words gripped the con-
sciousness of Americans staring up at
the first of the sputniks and Iooklns
askance at leaders who had mislea
them,

But what has been the result? “So far
it has been just talk, talk, talk,” accord-
ing to the National Education Associa-
tion. “The sputnik was launched last fall,
Winter, spring and now summer—and
we have yet to hear of a state legisla-
ture or the Congress of the United
States doing anything more than talk.
Congress is proceeding as though the
space age were a thousand light years
in the future.”

Maybe the NEA is excessively gloomy.
Talk itself is an improvement over the
blissful apathy that was shattered by
the sputniks. But it certainly is time to
ask if the talk is leading anywhere—
if there is going to be any intent and
sustained effort to improve the schools
beyond adding rooms to accommodate the

growing school population. It is not pos-
sible to say, The administrative units of
U. S. schools are too numerous and di-
verse to show a clear trend at the pres-
ent.

But it seems painfully clear that the
sense of urgency that prompted the
President’s warnings, and attempts by
congressional leaders to outdo him in
soelmnity, has been eroded steadily by
the pressure of succeeding events. The
recession and other ifsues have moved
to the foreground of polities and public
concern. Sharp attacks ofr the frilliness
of school curricula apparently has united
the educational establishment in a de-
termination to resist the infidels de-
manding change. There is little, in short,
to suggest that anything besides “edu-
cation-as-usual” will be going on in the
schools next fall,

Change in school curricula and meth-
ods cannot be made in urgency, of
course, but it also is true that a sense
of urgency is the required seedbed of
any basic change in the methods of a
democratic society.

President Eisenhower is capable of
sprouting a little urgency on oceasion,
but on most matters does not take the
trouble to cultivate it. Perhaps he, the
Congress and local school boards should
take another look at the warning he is-
sued last November on the nation's
“most critical problem.”

The Englishman Got A Fair Answer

TORYTELLING is an ancient and im-
»J portant part of politics and, if
ve're lucky, perhaps the relaxing and
ming effect of the art will spread
diplomacy and interna-

! rela b

his story, told by Tllinols Rep. Sidney
Yates to the WasHiNaron Post, carries
more pointed sense about the necessity
of pe understanding, rather than
fear rences that divide them
than a bale of proclamations and speech-
es

An Asian cabinet minister said he

From The Christian Science Monitor

was going to attend the funeral of a
friend. An English diplomat asked:
‘Will there be food placed in the grave,
as is custmory in funerals in your coun.
try?" The minister replied that he sup-
posed there would be. The diplomat
smiled condescendingly and asked: ‘Tell
me, when will your friend eat that
food?" The Asian paused a moment and
then replied: ‘I would say, sir, that he
will eat it as soon as the friend you bur-
ied last week will smell the flowers that
you put on his grave.'"
Fair question, fair answer.

APRIL CAME HIGH THIS YEAR

gL\‘rF. the cost of living has decided to
»J climb to a new level, it could not
have chosen a more appropriate month
than April in which to do it. As our old
m ant friend used to say: “Yes, it
more, but look what you're get-

cost
ting"

The high price of living in April cov-
ers a multitude of items well above
the so-called “subsistence level.”

As per invoice: an interesting variety
of weather, enough rainy days to make
the sunny ones seem specially golden;
lilacs promising to hang purple banners
against the faded brick wall; an almost
persuasive insistence by robins, chaf-
finches, cuckoos, song sparrows, thrushes
that Browning rather than Barnum was
1d all's right with the world: the
ot necessarily to be ful-

ant to cherish, that the

e would be even more

red camellias on a shapely

tree that makes you pause long enough
to notice the musicbox imitations by a
nearby brook; the stubborn difference of

opinion between two frogs, one express.
ing his views of you by a hasty plop
into the pool, the other by a skeptical
but unfearful gaze as he continues to
occupy the sun-warmed rock.

There was a time—when Greek was a
required college course and economics
was not — that all such things could be
had, as the poet calculated, “for the
asking.” But of course he was writing
about June. Our statistics are for April,
an expensive month apparently, “but
look what you're getting.”

Frequent visitors at newspaper offices
are students who don't like English, but
would just give anything to be a news-
paperman. — MArrooN (ILL.) JOURNAL-
GazeTTE,

“You mustn't pull the cat’s tail” a
mother warned her small son. “I'm only
holding it, Mom," the youngster replied
seriously. “The cat is pulling."——Forr
Myers (Fra ) News-Press,

What Will De Gaulle Be Like? It's Anybody's Guess

By JOSEPH ALSOP

PARIS

EVERYONE now asks, every-
one now has to ask this eru-
cial question. What will de Gaulle
be like? Nobody quite inows the

50 long will turn out to be the
climactic moment in France's
postwar recovery.

Far too little attention has been
paid to this remarkable p-ocess

GEN. CHARLES de GAULLE
A Rare Opportunity

of French recovery in the postwar

tion of the humiliated and neurot-
ic nation, with an outmoded in-
dus d antiquated agriculture
and a shrinking population that
was France in 1945,

Today every practical index,

Surrounded South

from the birth rate
indt

De Gaulle's first decision
ill be his de-

the most aj turn, But it
has ended with a decision to
the two things that everyone
always known had to be done and
everyone previouwsly had been un-
able to do.

Before one grows too optimistic,
to be sure, certain important res.
ervations have to be made. The
biggest of all concerns the problem
that Gen, de Gaulle will certain-
1y tackle first of all. In Algeria,
to be blunt about it, something
like a ready-made Fascist govern-
ment has plainly come into exist-
ence since the Committee of Pub-
lic Safety was formed on the
staircase of the government gen-
eral in Algiers. The slogans, the
tone, the modes of actions are all
too clearly and i anti-
Democratie.

The Plot Thickens

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

N ALLIANCE, still largely

tactical and very informal, is in
the making between Gov. Averell
Harriman in New York, Gov. G.
Mennen Williams in Michigan and
western Democrats. It is aimed
more at insuring a liberal Demo-
eratic platform in the next na-
tional convention than at helping
any one candidate,

Both Harriman and Wulinm
will indeed be active candidat
for the presidential nomination in
1960 if they are re-elected this
fall, as they have an excellent
chance of being. Nor can Attor-
ney General Pat Brown of Cali-
fornia_be expected to show any
special modesty about his abili-
ties if he defeats Sen. William
F. Knowland for governor next
November in what will soon be
the first state, population-wise, in

e union,

COMMON INTERESTS

The principal politicians in the
areas mentioned above have
large community of interests.
They are practicing liberals,
Brown less so than the others,
They have labor support and they
are in the van of the fight against
discirmination of all kinds, giving
them a great appeal for minor-
ities.

The westerners also stress nat-

GOV. LUTHER HODGES
He Is ‘Well-Liked"

ural resources conservation and
the development of their area,
There is nothing in this alien to
the Harriman - Williams philoso-
phies; Harriman, through his own-
ership of Union Pacific, has been
a major developer of the West.
Both New York and Michigan gov-
ernors, however, must at the
same time guard their business
fences in their highly developed
industrial states.

MERRY CONVENTION

‘This alliance would like to avoid
personalities  with their fellow-
Democrats of the South. They will
not choose peace with them at
the price of any compromise on
civil rights, for that they cannot
afford at home.

It adds up to the prospect of
another very merry Democratic
National Convention,

in fact, plans for assuming the
unwonted role of peacemaker.
Whether he can shine in it is an-
other matter.

BOUTH'S COURSE

Short of any open break, the
only cotrse open to the South is
to get the best possible deal
through its own moderates, includ-
ing Govs. LeRoy Collins of Flor-
ida and Luther H. es
North Carolina, both able and well-
liked. As the civil rights legisla-
tion last summer ved, the
South doesn't have the votes in
Congress any more, and it cer-
tainly does not in a national con-
vention dominated by present
Democratic governors.

Western Democrats  have al-
ready begun their conferences at
a two-day session of 14 national
committee members and 11 state
officers from Washington, Ore-
gon, California, Idaho, Arizona,
Utah, Colorado, Nevada and Alas-
ka. They say frankly that they
want to emulate the cohesiveness
the South has always shown on
issues affecting area,

Naticnal Chairman Paul M. But-
ler attended the session and gave
it his blessing. Nothing was said
about candidates — except pri-
vately — and all the emphasis
was on regional economic de-
velopment. Another aim of the
conference was to spur the Demo-
cratic majority in Congress into
greater anti - recession activity.
The West makes little secret of
its dissatisfaction with southern
dominance of the Congress and
its major committees.

a passionate patriotism, a mag-
nificent personal style. But he
has never, in the past, been real-
Iy at his ease in the free play
of free political institutions.

Will he then give France the
truly free institutions, reformed
but firmly democratic, that
France needs to give full expres-
sion to the vigor of her rebirth?

This is of course the question
that has agonized the French
left. In de Gaulle’s demand for
full powers, in his claim to pre-
pare his own constitution, even in
his desire for a “Cabinet of Tech-
nicians,” there have been rem-
iniscences of Marshal Petain in
1940, The men of the Left in
France are not Communists
desperately fear that despite the
general's stern insistence on “Re-
publican legality,” de Gaulle will
end by giving France an authori-
zation regime of some sort.

ULTIMATE FEAR

If these fears are justified by
the event, the ultimate fear of the

men of the nonCommunist Left
will also be justified. Soon or late,
an authoritarian and conservative

People’s Platform

U. S. Inflation Has

Nine Lives, Too
Charlotte
Editors, The News:
THE 0ld Cat had nine lives.
It was virtually impossible
to kill her and so it was decided
to take her far into the country,
cast her into a ditch and then
proceed back home by another
route. Upon arrival at home the
first thing that was seen was the
same old cat. She was almost in-
vincible.

This very true story could very
well apply to the distended bulge
in our economy called inflation.
It just lives on nine times long-
er than it should and meets us
back home every day. You can't
Tose it, kill it, escape it or even
dodge it. It is here to stay, thank
goodness, so we might as well
learn to live with it.

My father and mother with sev-
en children tried to farm many
years ago with cotton bringing
five cents a pound. We were
hopeless and helpless. 1 began
my professional career in 1932
during the so-classed Hoover de-
pression. [ recall the tears of
foreclosed homeowners gathered
at the foreclosure sales of their
indebted homes when the fall of
the auctioneer’s hammer became
like a death rattle to a dying per-
son. We didn’t have inflation then.
1 only wish we had.

An old lawyer friend, a man of
wide business experience, said
that he could mever make a dol-

lar in a depression: that, for his
part, give him inflation every

time.

So, T want to help keep the old
bag inflated. 1 am going on my
first vacation in a life time; 1 am
paying off my suffering creditors
of long standing with these in-
flated dollars. I may even borrow
money for my vacation, since 1
also had to borrow some of the
money paid Uncle Sam on April
15th. I want to see people hap-
py as though that were the aim
of all of society and 1 know those
depression blues will never bring
a smile.

And last, but not least, I am
not going to pay my preacher as
though 1 were still in a depres-
sion, Pay with a smile, spend
with a smile and let's all roll
along together on those balloon
tires, which, like our inflation,
seem well nigh puncture proof

—MERCER J. BLANKENSHP

Healthy Minds Are
In Healthy Bodies

Zirconia
Editors, The News:

UR onetrack minded ex-
perts on juvenile crime may
ask themselves “Why do they do
it?" wuntil the delinquents out-
number the healthy ones. But as
long as they ignore the role nu-
trition (or lack of it) plays in
people’s distorted behavior they

will not get true results.
Pondering the case of Stark-
weather, 1 see a direct relation-
ship between his crooked legs and

constitution and his tragie life.

Nature had provided such nat-
ural foods as whole grains, fruits
and vegetables with thefr un-
equaled balance of vitamin and
mincrals, proteins and carbohy-
drates. Instead, we put into our
hodies such junk as the devital-
ized white bread and sugar, the
artificially colored and flavored
soft drinks and some 900 differ-
ent poison preservatives, food ad-
ditives, coaltar derivatives, dyes,
fluorides, drugs and shots. It
shouldn’t happen to a dog and it
doesn't — but it does to man.

1t has been amply proved that
healthy minds inhabit heaithy
bodies. The Scriptures stress the
importance of the state of the
“temple.”” To quote one verse
“Health and good estate of body
are above all goals."

Experience with laboratory an-
imals show how those fed on
whole foods thrive peacefully
while the ones fed on man's de-
vitalized foods abandon or devour
their litters and become vicious.

How long must it take until we
realize that if we treat our “tem-
ple" as a combination trashcan
and chemical testtube we cannot
be stable?

Join one of the so-calied eranks
who bake their own whole grain
bread and raise poisondree veg-
etables, My four children never
needed a doctor, dentist or drugs.

No investment on earth pays
like some knowledge of food,

— MRS, BOB LINDSEY

Ike Will Invite De Gaulle To Capital

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON
NE of the first moves President Community of a

Eisenhower will make to the
new government of Gen. De Gaulle is to
invite him to Washington, once the
French crisis has calmed.

Behind this will be the motive of
warming De Gaulle up to the U. 8. and
selling him on the continuation of NATO.
More important is the worry that the
French army, under De Gaulle, will be-
gin waving the big stick at Germany,
undo all the good will built up between
France and Germany during the last 10
years,

Past Defeats
Smarting under the sting of past
defe, e French military are deter-

mined to restore their might. And hav-

ing helped knife the European Defense

E: army under
the same command and wearing the same
uniform, they will doubtless continue to
thumb their nose at French-German co-
operation.

For this reason, he State Depart-
ment has advised Eisenhower to invite
both De Gaulle and Chancellor Adenauer
to Washington. Whether De Gaulle will
come under those circumstances remains
to be seen. He may demand that Eisen-
hower and Adenauer come to Paris.

wheel of fate has a peculiar

way of spinning. Sometimes its finger,

turning throughr the years, ignores a man

completely, only to come back and anoint
m a hero.

1t was 15 years ago in North Africa
that Charies De Gaulle, an honest, medi-

ocre, military man, who was all the Brit.
Ish could find to carry on resistance
against the Germ: confided to Presi-
dent Roosevelt that he was to be the
Joan of Arc of France. They met at
Casablanca. Roosevelt found De Gaulle
proud. stubborn, unyielding. Roosevelt
came back to Washington to ridicule De
Gaulle privately in his meetings with con-
gressmen.

Retirement
Time ed. The Free French
moved back to France—benefit of the
erican Army. De Gaulle enjoyed a
brief period of power, then retired to his
village 150 miles from Paris. e re.

mained there until, he said, France chose
to call him back. The conditions of re-
eall would bs & new constitution giving

him continuity of government, without
the constant {rustration of continuing
Cabinet crises.

The wheel spun. Last week De
Gaulle was called back by President Coty.
Again he was stubborn, unyielding, re-
fused to negotiate with French political
leaders. But he had.the Army on his
side—an Army which the politicians had
appeased.  Unlike Harry Truman, who
fired Gen. MacArthur|when MacArthur
challenged Truman's authority iin the Far
East, French civilian lenders had bowed.
ll‘lme after time they bowed to the mili-
ary. {

What happens from hece on will de-
pend more on ability than fate. De
Gaulle has integrity, but has he ability?
Time alone can tell.




