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The Silly Business About Spencer Bell

l SPENCER BELL has taken an un-
o] common amount of verbal thwack-
2 for his support of a plan to change
the method of selecting Tar Heel judges

That's fine. As a political candidate,
he's fair game. So is the appointive judge
plan and any others recommended by
his Commitlee on Improving and Ex-
pediting the Administration of Justice.
Besides that, a man of II's courage
needs no one to run interference for
him. It is chardcteristic of Spencer Bell
that. while running for public office, he
advocated a judicial reform plan he be-
lieved in although that endorsement made
lim a wide open target for misleading
attacks.

But any voter tempted to swallow the
guff that Bell opposes the right to vote
will find beneficial a look at the record
The appointive judge plan would not
take away anyone’s rights, Higher court
es would be appointed by the gov
ernor, it is true—as most of them are
now appointed—but they could -be re-
moved by the people voting on the ba-

sis of judges’ performance. Nor does
the plan assume that the people do not
have the sense to choose their judges,
but rather that they are not likely to
have the information on which to eval-
uate a judicial candidate’s knowledge of
the law and those personal qualities that
go lo make up a judicial {emperament,
It is a defensible position. although
there is no chance that it will prevail
any time in the near future

Spencer Bell is guilty of having the
courage lo back a judicial reform plan,
a portion of which turned out to be
unpopular, and of doing as much as he
could to arouse sincere debate on the
issue. JU also is true that he did not run
for cover when the first opposition was
heard

But no citizen should be taken in by
the silly business that Bell opposes dem-
ocratic government. As a state senator
during the last General Assembly, he
did as much as anyone in North Caro-
lina to demonstrate the value and ef-
fectiveness of democratic institutions,

A Tar Heel Yarn Drove Home A Point

T WAS inevitable, we suppose. that
Sen. Sam J. Ervin would be “re-
minded of a story" last week when De-
fense Secretary McElroy took his turn
at bat for the President’s Pentagon re-
organization bill
As Tar Heels know. almost anything
id Sam Ervin of a story
his way of sorting out the eternal
veritles in public. Some verities, being
more eternal than others, require two

stories
A medium-length elernal verity was
nvolved last week—namely, the non-

sense of attempting lo curtail Army
Navy and Air Force press agentry by
stripping them of their separate public
relations and legislative liaison branches
The administration prefers a ‘“team”
approach which would, in effect, gag
the individual services

“1 reminded of a story said Sen
Ervin with characteristic aplomb, “of a
North Carolina justice of the peace who

y confronted with a difficult civil

“Alter hearing the plaintiff. the jus
of the peace turned to the defendant
and said. ‘I'd appreciate it very much if

you would not present your case, be-
cause when | hear both sides it gets me
confused and 1 have trouble making up
my mind who's right
Sen. Ervin
happens that the

Touche

It so information

agencies the Defense Department would
close down are nol propaganda arms of
rival services. They are there to provide
hard facts quickly and efficiently for
the press, members of Congress and the
public at large. The propaganda comes
from individual generals and admirals
and their private cliques, not from legi-
timate channels of information. It comes
too. from “off-the-record” press confer-
ences held by the Pentagon's top brass
and from highly placed tipsters who
“plant” information with friendly cor-
respondents

To blame inter-service rivalry on the
regular news-dispensing and information-
Ld(hPTIHL offices of the separate serv-
ices is as ridiculous as it is unfair. To
close down .thege agencies is to extend
the curtain of bureaucratic secrecy over
wide areas of legitimate public informa-
fion and to restrict the public’s right to
know

Unlike Sen. Ervin's fictitious magis-
trate, the public has to have this infor-
mation before it can judge the issues
with any real degree of confidence

This portion of the sident’s reor-
ganization bill should receive a merci-
ful coup de grace

If the Defense Department wants the
real villains who are engaging in inter-
service propaganda battles it knows
where to find them. They can be si-
lenced without endangering the people’s
right to know. They can be fired

As Subtle As A Blow On The Head

Tn PUT IT bluntly, the humane slaugh-
fer bill was bludgeoned in the Sen
week
meat

ate Agriculture Commitlee last
with the kind of vehemence the

packers usually reserve for dumb ani
mals

Rather than approve mi
lar to the Poage Bill passed hy the
House Representatives.  commitiee

members voted for a two-year “study
{ painless slaughtering methods

Both the American Meat Institute and
the Department of Agriculture were lob-
slation

bying vigorously for “study” 1
It is a familiar dodge Similar delaying
tactics e sentenced great bundles of
worthy | lation 10 4 lingering death in
the past
The hill xpected to reach the Sen
ate floor in Ju amendment. to
r rm {o the effective language of
ge's bill, would mark the begin
e end slaughterhouse cruel

als in the United State
additional
meth

nn need for any
human laughtering
udied in

From The Raleigh News & Observer

quired by law in civilized European
countries. A few U. S. packers find these
methods both economical and efficient

It is plainly absurd to postpone action
in the United States merely to confirm
the proposition that cruelly is cruel

All that proponents of humane slaugh-
ter legislation want is a system in which
the animal is rendered quietly uncon-
scious before it is killed. It is a reason-
able enough goal in a civilized society

The Sixth Digit

W'I ARE AS thrilled as the next fel-
low about Charlotte having 100
000 telephones, and yel
Let's put it this way
The before yesterday there were
only 99,999 nmnulum s 10 dial a wrong
number, 99.999 bells to ring at incons
venient (imes ‘l‘h!a*l busy signals, 99-
999 numbers anyone could possibly want
to. memorize, 99,999 transmit
bad news quickly and 99999 reasons an
escapist can never really escape any
more

Life was

ways 10

so simple then

HONEYSUCKLE

have 1

for spent sun
crickets | me raucously. as

if driven delirious by the moon. Near by
in the creck the bull-frogs are booming
you think of cannon firing across

a bav Through all the music the honey
le f + air with something ap

ny a divine tremor You want to

The children

much, but you

time, will return
] winters to give
f vistence

able sputniks in
ud their sputy New O

Doctrinels'Truth’ For Two Hundred Million Russians

By MARQUIS CHILDS

Moscow
APH R YOU are settled in your
“® seat and the Soviet airliner
has gained altitude, a pretty host-
ess, Russian model, offers the
passengers magazines, There are
two, the Soviet Unign Ilustrated
Monthly, a fairly professional pic
ture magazine, and Culture and
Life, containing articles on a va-
rlety of subjects from choosing a
career to decorating an apart-
ment.

The note struck repeatedly and
consistently throughout both ‘mag-
azines was, first, the happiness
and well-being of the Soviet peo-
ple and, second, their desire for
peace and their abhorrence of
war. To one visiting the Soviet
Union for the first time, this was
the initial impression of what ap-
pears Inevitably as the outstand-
ing difference between the two
worlds of East and West, It is the
lotal and complete indoctrination
of the Soviet citizen,

DOCTRINAL CAGE

‘There is nothing new in this,
It correspohds with the funda-
mental belief of the Communist
order. But lo the visitor from the
West, seeing for the first time
how 200 million people are en-
closed within this doctrinal frame-
work, it must seem to be an as
tonishing phenomenon,

For the great mass of the Rus.
sians, it would appear to be laken
for granted. There are some who
Jook longingly out and perhaps a
few who stray. But in the great
mass of those who work so hard,
so intently. so fiercely, the num-
ber must be very small.

PROPAGANDA?

This reporter on his first day
in Moscow had an exchange with
Nikita S. Khrushchev that was
proof 1o him that in discussing
the Russian position on the issues
dividing East and West, it is
wrong to use the word ‘“‘propa-
ganda.” The exchange took place

al one of the big embassy recep-
tions where the members of the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet,
ordinarly so seclusive, make
themselves available to all comers
in a crowded cocktail party at-
mosphere

Khrushchev spoke with the half-
humorous, hall - stern manner
characteristic of him about the
truth which should be evident to
everyone in the great issues of
war and peace. But was there not,
the reporter suggested, a truth
that lay somewhere between the
Russian perspective and the
American perspective, and wasn't
it necessary to try to find that
truth?

HOMELY ANALOGY

But Khruthchev would have
none of that — going around in
circles. As he so often does, he
had recourse to a homely Rus-
sian analogy about the “‘White
Bullock,” This is a story of an
old peasant woman who was for-
ever taking her white bullock out
to graze and forever coming back
to the village to report that the
bullock had strayed away.

To this observer, Khrushchev
seemed lo believe every word
that he spoke. This was not *‘prop-
aganda” that he was putting out
for a circle of reporters and dip-
lomats in an embassy drawing
room. For in this solid affirma-
tion this short, thick man in a
nondescript gray suit was the cen-
ter, the core, of national convic-
tion as beamed to the farthest
corners of the Eurasion land mass
by every means of modern com-
munication.

INNER SECRET

‘This is the meaning of Khrush-
chev and the Soviet system today,
and it is breathtaking in its com-
prehensiveness and its pervasive-
ness. Whatever struggle and riv-
alry may lie below the surface,
no one may, in the ordinary
course of events, see. And it is

Moscow’s Red Square: An Enigme Lurks Behind The Walls

only the outsider who may specu-
late ‘about what happens behind
the Kremlin walls,

But what this great, solid, seem-
ingly impervious mass means for
the future and a negotiated settle-
ment is something else. The first
tentative step — cultural ex-
change — has been taken and
the heralds of culture and learn-
ing are flying back and forth as
though the great divide did not
exist

CULTURAL TRIUMPHS

Van Cliburn was a huge suc-
cess, enchanting a people who
love music and for whom the tall,
dramatic young Texan represent-
ed something new and spectacu-
lar. The joyous vigor and vitality
of the Moiseyev dancers have
similarly captivated America.
The Bolshoi Ballet has been ap-
pearing in Paris, where every
seal was sold out months before,

and the ballet and Russia's other
prize cultural exhibits are being
sent to the Brussels World's Fair
in a lavish display of what this
country can offer,

The Philadelphia Orchestra has
just won wide acclaim here, both
from audiences and from review-
ers, who are often critical not
only of foreign artists but their
own

A QUESTION REMAINS

All of this must make for greal-
er goodwill, but whether it alters
in any way whatsoever the politi-
cal climate is the question.

Coincidental with the appear-
ance of the Philadelphia Orches-
tra, the Central Committee of the
Communist Party issued a decree
“on the rectification of errors” of
a judgment passed in 1948 on the
work of Shostakovich, Khachatu-
n, Prokofiev and other promi-
nent Russian composers. That

1948 judgment had condemned
them for “formalism and failing
to represent Soclalist realism,
These evaluations were found
in the new decree to be “Inac-
curate and erroneous.” Construing
this doctrinal difference, some
Westerners believe the fact that
the Philadelphia Orchestra played
the music that had been criticized
may have helped to bring about
the new evaluation. Others have
interpreted it as merely a new
rebuke to Molotov and Malenkov,
who were removed in Khrushe
chev's rise to power, and presum-
ably the introduction of a less
rigid outlook in -the arts.
Perhaps, as these things go in
this society so utterly different
from our own, this may be a sig-
nificant change. But if we are to
wait on this kind of alteration to
bring eventually some adjustment
of the perspectives of the East
and the West, we are likely 1o
wait for a very long time,

Lemley's Little Rock Decision: A Political Bombshell?

WASHINGTON
\ FEDERAL judge's suspension
of school integration in Little
Rock, Ark., confronts the harassed
Eisenhower administration  with
still another political time bomb.
No immediate remedy is in sight
The President spoke (airly to

By DORIS FLEESON

Negro leaders who called on him,
and they in turn spoke politely of
him and of Attorney General Wil-
liam P. Rogers, who joined the
conference. But the powerful Ne-
gro press is sending out stories
which emphasize that the Presi-
dent made no commitments of

any kind and that absolut
ing is being done.

The same stories quote the Ne-
gro leaders as saying to the Pres.
ident that Negroes are becoming
“frustrated and angry” over the
federal government's failure. to
protect them. They stress that no

ly noth

'We Have A Report That A Newspaperman Asked You
What Time It Was—And You Told Him'

e RB Lo

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHI
(‘H‘-v EALING the truth
be the studied

conti
policy of

the
u
8 T

STATE
DEPARTMENT

single member of last fall's Lit
tle Rock rioters hag «y L a da
in jail but all have Zone

Federal Judge lldrr} J Ln’
ley’s decision to halt ~ ittle Rock
integration for 2% years will be
appeiled by Negroes to the Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals in St
Louis. It would be rash to pre-
dict the oputcome or even to specu-
te, but a St. Louis politician of
great experience and leg
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IT IS EQUITY

the Lemley ruling
tely grouns r'u] on a
as afforded perfect
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maxims of which the mo:
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People’s
Mayor Missing When
Over Forty Club Met

Charlutte
Editors, The New

”\\w read what

1o be

purported

al the it n
tion of the Over Fo

and being a mmvlu-x (Il samw o
well as a supporter of your paper
ever since | came to Charlotiy to
live, 1 in iaokitioal o 32y
sever about it

ynmrh

econd place

the popu-

lar young
Bud Coira was
duced the ma

mous | Where there's a right,
there's a remedy
Judges traditionally enjoy

enormous latitude in equity cases
and are allowed much more re.
liance upon the simple’ plea that
their aim is to see the ends of
Justice served. One authority has
likened them to the “impartial
chairmen” or arbitrators who
function te an increasing degree
1 labor disputes

STORMY WEATHER

appears from the foregoing

which

ngress s
building of tens
what happens
confusion it will not be
casy for any politician to ma
vote capital that be can be sure
in t hank for him on
Hth on Day this fall or in 1960,

FRESH CHALLENGE

o present inducement appears
that would incite a northe
o exodus from the Dem.
ough the role played by
mocratic governor of Ar-
kansas does not, help
them.

What the ruling certainly will
do 1s arouse the extremists again,

of course

e country in its interna.
tional relations and f  the al-
cad presidency with a

re haller

Platform

gressman  Jonas, whose name
you did mention in a most per-
inctory manner

In the third place, unlike you
d 1t, our mayor was neither
nor heard at the meeling.
even heard from, 1 may add
it being Flag Day, the

Mr. Jonas, made
mention of the fact
W the job he came
he problem of en !
tion against thowe
{ which we are many;
both we and the prohlems that is.

Aside from being hall fiction,
too short and badly botched, ve
of the Over Forty Club were glad
10 occupy stch space as you could
grant

approprial
as well as do

to do
n;

—RICHARD F. BASS
Over Forty Club, Inc,

Free Dental Care Given Cabinet Wives

NGTON stated by the secretary of defense that paper, the Boston Post, when ils forme th
nues 1o it was “normal procedure” for wives publisher, John Fox, testif <. A
oflicial Cabinet officers to receive free den. former friend of Bernard Gold:
| treatment at Walter Reed Hospital him backward and forward
Note Mrs. McElroy’s husband until ready supplied the Harriy ec
s get- recently was head of one of the biggest with important information
Army's soap empires in the world—Procter and .
ihorities Gamble. makers of Ivory Soap — *It Hidden Hand
elations Float

nquiries
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3 In the background of the Sherman [ Si M e P O 0 ernment 10 June, 1956, the Treasury
unimportant kind - Adums case are ominous reports of ai- ps HGLeT 1:';:\.‘““3 o verad that he @x liens on him for $1700000. This
tempts to squeeze two Boston newspapers h‘i $200,000 '”‘ S I\M\ n a bonded 9FRIn he claims was persecution, and he
out of business in one of the few Ameri- (G0 8 T d that he pay SUPPOris his charge by showing that 87
can cities where there is still plenty of "“ "“ e il e By per cent of the fax claim was later
; n other competition il 1oty dropped by the Treasury on the ground
that 41l her w..m. s Pl that it was improper
received a com ueeze Pla uling, Tnternal Revenue at first consic
athres, It wat N10;  Htme Nas. Liready b LR ,“f{\f,’, T Ay T Double Squeeze
dentist at Walter yocorded regarding the atte 19 st¢ o that the Fox has taken his tax battle to the
h 0 Work 0N wr{ Choate, publisher of the Whisky. could be sold at detion for the US. Tax Courl where he has won most
Traveler, to put fthe squeeze c bene(it of the government, could not be round: s he
‘N 1on Globe obtaining TV Channel 5 ¢ @ Treasury nnu to
ovmul Procedure The Harris subcommitiee was probin
Ar 0 {Led this when i erted into the n t h now folded
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Th n f i 1o work o and Bernard Goldfine Abou! thé me time. Fo i Boston Herald and
) r wdent. De xpected this week re- powed $13.500,000 from ban Traveler an ecze applied by a
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