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Citizens Decide The Quality Of Judges

’]‘.\KI\(} his stand on t Recorder’s

L Court mess in ProrLE'S PLATFORM

today, an indignant citizen says he hopes

the press won't allow the matter to be
“whitewashed and forgotten as so many
usades have been

he hope mig!

be addressed more
pertinently to the people of Charlotte
The press has a duty to report facts and
express wha it believes to be sincere and
constructive opinions. But it has neither
the right nor the power to impose its
views on governing hodies, a fortunate
fact in view of the fallibility of all insti-
tutions

We have reported some facts about
the situation in Recorder’s Court. Wheth-
er those facts add up to wrongdoing must
be the evaluation of the grand jury, com-
posed of representatives of the people
But it is our right, and we conceive it to
be our duty. to express our convictions
about the performance of the judge and
the quality of his court. “Bad" is our
pinion on both counts—too bad for a
well-governed city to countenance, too
bad for its people to put up with. Thus
our position that Judge Boyd ought to
quit

But a “crusade” for clean, upright gov-
ernment in Charlotte, or anywhere else,
can be nourished only by the convictions
of an alert citizenry, If citizens are de-
termined to have a court above suspicion
and a judge of recognized ability and ju-
dicial temperament, they will have that
kind of court and that kind of judge
They will convey 1o their Councilmen
their own opinions and their own convic-
tions, and they will prevail.

Who protested when the Council ma-
jority twice put its crony on the Record-
er's Court bench? Not the public, al-
though Basil Boyd's undistinguished rec-
ord as a councilman was well known.
Nor did we protest, although we doubted
his qualifications for a judgeship. It must
be said in fairness that Councilwoman
Martha Evans expressed her doubts on
both occasions, and firmly declined to
vote for Boyd's appointments. But in the
main Council, in appointing a man it
wanted, was free of demands that it ap-
point a man the job required.

That is history. The central fact of the
present is that the court has fallen into
disrepute during the administration of
Judge Boyd, and that it will remain in this
position until Charlotteans decide other-
wise. Judge Boyd disclaims reaponsmlhlv
for the mess in his court. It is Council's
clear intention to go along with him,
hoping it will not have to admit its fail-
ures in the matter, nor comment on the
record of the judge.

If the good people of Charlotte want
an efficient, competent court, they will
have to demand it. If they are willing to
put up with a judge who has to depend
on the press to keep him informed about
the mess in his court, Judge Boyd is cor-
rect in not resigning and Council is wise
in not inyiting him to quit.

It remains our conviction that the real
test of a judge is whether he is doing
a creditable job, and not whether he is
a knave. There are laws to oust crooks;
only the people can deal with failure.

The 'Quiet’ In Mecklenburg Is Deceiving

0 political pulse-takers who gauge the
vigor of campaigns by stump
speeches and telethons, Mecklenburg's
run-off race for the State Senate has in-
deed been “quiet.”

But if all is “quiet,” how does one ac-
count for the noisy wheeling and dealing
in the precincts?

Leave Independence Square and ven-
ture into several sections of residential
Mecklenburg and the whole political
landscape seems to come alive with ac-
tivity. Make no mistake about it. The ex-
pensive campaign techniques of chal-
lenger Jack Love are being employed as
blatantly and presumably as effectively
as ever.

If the surface is “quiet” it is anything
but “quiet” below the surface — and
that Is where the votes are being sought
toda;
Indeed if there is any tranquility at all
in this crucial stage of the campaign it is
in the camp of Sen. J. Spencer Bell

Despite the clearly superior qualifica-
tions of the incumbent, he can be defeat-

ed June 28 as a direct result of over-
confidence among his supporters. That
overconfidence has been disturbingly ap-
parent since Sen. Bell rolled up his big
lead in the first primary.

This is a political campaign, not a
game of blind man's buff. A large, rep-
resentative turn-out of Mecklenburgers
is essential to a victory by Sen. Bell. To
achieve such a victory Sen. Bell will have
fo campaign a bit more vigorously and
Bell supporters will have to respond in
force 1o the challenge of responsible cit-
izenship at the polls next Saturday.

For all Mecklenburg's sake, Spencer
Bell must be returned to the State Sen-
ate in 1959.

Life In Hollywood

JE relay without comment this flash
' just in from the movie colony
“Sheree North and her ex-husband,
Bud Freeman, are friendlier now than
when they were married.”

‘The Greatest Reporter In The World’

F there was not a moment of silent
mourning in every newspaper city
room from Manhattan to Monterey Bay
yesterday then there should have been
Herbert Bayard Swope was dead
He was one of the giants in journalism
a hero from a golden era who lingered
painfully on to view with alarm'what he

considered the downgrading of “a priest
Iy mission.”
As a reporter on the old New York

WorLp he cracked the famous Rosenthal-
Becker one of the greal crime
stories of all time. With the aid of Adm.
von Tirpitz. he obtained an exclusive in
terview in 1914 with the German U-boat

case,

hero, Kap! eutnant von Weddingen
who had k the British cruisers CRessy
Hocue and Asouk In 1917 he was
awarded the first Pulitzer Prize in re.

porting for his series, “Inside the Ger-
man Lines." He sc
istic beat at the Peace Conference by be
ing the first newsman to get a copy of
the terms of the (reaty of peace and the

From The Montgomery Advertiser

THE FIRST LINES

]\’ THE BOOK blishing  business
there is a saying that a good editor
can read the first sentence of a manu-

seript and tell whether it will be a best

seller,

the theo

To test n G. Fuller in
the SATURDAY Review the current
list of 10 best sellers and read the first
ines of all of them. He found
UroER—"The mine
whistles w g midnight as |
drove down Lhe -h.n Street hill

TuE WiNT Hrop Woman—"Elizabeth

shadows 1
land as
Famlly jc seged towards Groton
3. Ice Panaog—"Every third v
vou passed on Gold Street in Baranof
; and ;‘ ‘egnant
From Rome At last the
iet
v Love Possessen—"Love Cor
quers All—omnia vinch am sald the
gold scroll In a curve ben: f1al
of the old French gilt clock
6. Tue GREENGAGE

Covenant of the League of Nations

As executive editor of the WorLp, he
presided with a ferocious flair over the
final stages of the heyday of personal
journalism, bringing the famous old
newspaper to the highest circulation in
its history. “Two years after he left it,”
Louis L. Snvder and Richard B. Morris
wrote later in A TREASURY OF GREAT Re-
PORTIN Joseph Pulitzer's old journal
was no more.”

As Snyder and Morris recall, Lord
Northeliffe dubbed Swope “the greatest
reporfer in the .world™ Woodrow Wil-
son said that “he had the fastest mind
with which I ever came info contact."
Walter Lippmann judged him to be “a
fascinating devil.” Stanley Walker de-
him as “a cyclone. His gift of
gab is a torrential and terrifying thing.
He is probably the most charming extro-

vert in the Western world.

Now. Swope ad and his era noth-
ing but a sligh bleached memory. It
is a pity, for these facts diminish us all

OF BEST SELLERS

ot French
om ea

August, we made
ourselves ill f eengages

7. THE \\lnn Wiren—"Two children
stood at the world over the gar-

off, all that

Tie SERGEANT—“In

8 the Second
World War Master-Sergeant

Callan was

a hero

9 A ® Prace—"Pine Island,
Maine, thrust itself out of the sea like
a huge medieval castie

10. Ratey Rounn Tue Frac, Boys
“There begins a tale action and pas-

lory

sion, a guls and g ory of men \nlh
ed hearts and women with rag

Far m containing any magic appeal,
¢ bove openers are down-
ht forbidding. And it is nothing short
of remarkable that anybody bothered to
read Tue Wintiror WomaN.
Bt n who wa ave (humll
Kk which beg
k nn

People’s
Platform

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
] HAVE been following the
expose of the dispensation
with justice as practiced in Judge
Boyd's court. Both your paper
and The Charlotte Observer de-
serve the whole-hearted thanks
of the citizens of the

for the work you have done in
bringing this scandalous mess be-
fore the voters. I can only hope
that you will not allow the mat-
ter to fade away so that it can
be whitewashed and forgotten as
$o0 many crusades have been.

T read with keen appreciation
your editorial of June 18 in \\hith
you called for Judge Boyd's re:
ignation. Certainly this would he
in order. It does not seem to me
that it could be humanly possible
for him to be so stupid as to be
so unaware of what was going
on in his bailiwick as he claims
to be, but in any event, whether
stupidity or cupidity is the an.
swer, he is eminently unfit to
occupy the position to which he
v\;s appointed by our City Coun-
cil.

If, as you say, it requires a
unanimous vote of the Council
to remove him from office, in
case he dogs not have the de-
cency to resign, surely in view
of what has already been uncov-
ered, it should not require too
much deliberation by the Coun-
cil to arrive at a unanimous de-
cision to remove him. In case
they cannot arrive at such a de-
cision, then I think that full
Bubiicly shoula be shres a5 st
both Judge Boyd and the rest of
the voting public may be aware
of whn hh supporters are in the
Councl

1 am not overlooking the ir-
regularities which appear to have
been prevalent in the function-
ing of the Police Dept., either,
but these are by no means as
malodorous as the manipulations
of Judge Boyd in his realm.

“Viva la press”

—J. C. BAUGH

The Right To Vote
Is Big Local Issue

Charlotte
Editors, The News
MOST people don't realize it
“'% but the big issue is before us
and must be decided on the 28th
of June. This to me is the most
important decision for the State
of North Carolina since th
of the signing of the Dec!
of Independence

Charlotte City Council: The Voters Are Watching

We are going to vote for one
of two candidates for th
Senate: both have plainly stated
where they stand on this main
issue, Sen. Bell recommiended 1
you give your vote to the gover
nor, and that you were not i
fied to vote for a judge
Love 'is opposed to that recom
mendation.

H I vote for Sen. Bell that
means I am In favor of giving
my vote to the governor and ad.
mitting that I am not qualified
to vote for a judge, and if I fail
to vote for Rep. Love or Sen
Bell, and Bell is elected, then 1
am sacrificing by default not only
my own vote but the vote of my
children and grandchildren. If 1
am too dumb 1o vote for a judge
1 certainly would not vote for a
senator to give my vote to some-
one else.

1 saw With my own eyes, bul-
let holes in a log house near
Charlotte that were put there by
Ihe British to keep our free vote

ay from us, and 1f I 'did not
de!end the right to elect our fub
lic officials to office by free pop-

ular vote I would consider my-
self a traitor 10 our heroic dead
who left their footprints in blood
and today sleep beneath the soil
of a state that boasts the signing
of the first Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

From the lofty heights of the
great Smoky

l'u“

Mountains National
im miles msh\.m! to the
th Atlantic

one of our “100 counties, I
hope that the voters will
esentatives to Raleigh
Il preserve and protect our
nstitutional right to vote
Love use otr vote; I
he won't give It away.

— P, C. BURKHOLDER

Meat Packers Don't
Revel In Cruelty

Chicago
Editors, The News
\"F. read with

editos

interest your
of A 21 concern-
humane slaughter and would
like to comment on it, if we
may. The picture that is painted
of @ sadistic meat industry rev-

‘But Sir! It's A Matter Of Tooth Or Consequences'’

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
are the explosive events in re-
stretch

n Lebanon, a 100-mile

of \mum anean Sea coast whic
Korea overnight
1. Air Force C-124 troop transports are

turn into another

¢ by in Germany waiting o air-
rkish and ll.uu troops | ;}",I"' . ey o S
3 ith 3000 lef Tripoli and Sidon on
2 with 3.000 £ Leb
M s, is cruising within st of Lebanon.
v Marines, is cruising o Taimore) Tol
ance of the tiny Arab republic. Rl g
ish  paratroopers poised at Cyprus ech Ut off. The

less than 120 miles away

Jatest developments in the explosive Leb

anese crisis

Secret Dickering

2. The United States and Britain have
been dickering secretly with Turkey and

better

The allies a

e their own forces
They believe a
logal

eling in cruelty and terror would
be indeed a frightening one if
it were true, but don't you think
we ought to get down to facts
and away from hysterics and
emotionalism?

Certainly, we are entirely in
accord with principles of hu-
mane treatment and improved
methods of dispatching animals,
Since 1029 the Joint Committee
of representatives of the Ameri-
can Meat Institute and the
American Humane Assoclation
has worked toward improved
slaughter methods, and today
half of the nation's beef produc-
tion is handled by plants who
have qualified for the AHA Seal
of Approval. The list is growing
sleadily. One of the many signs
of progress from this committee
is a new stunning device that is
obtaining wide use and which
was developed and designed as
a result of cooperation with Rem.
ington Arms. Does this sound
like barbarism?

There are problems that are
being worked out and more that
need attention. For instance, the

Clean Courts

Who Are Judge Boyd's Friends On Council?

carbon diogide tunnel for im.
‘mobilizing hogs is spreading, but
even this preseats problems for
a small packer. The space occu-
pied by such a tunnel and the
major changes in plant layout
arc frequently obstacles to a
plant small in size and produc-
tion.

We feel we can expect more

progress if we combine prac-
ticality with good intent, For
this reason, we think the o
proach in Senate Bill 1213 is
sound and workable — a ¢
mittee comprised of members
representing  producers, indus-
humane societies, unions,
mal groups

1 m.,k» a thorough investiga-
tion of improved slaughter meth.
ods. Remember, the bill that is
being pushed by some well or-
genized and financed groups
not designated what is “humane

We believe that the progress
mude to date emphasizes that
the meat industry and others
vitally concerned ‘can and will
find the answer to this impor-
tant matier
—VERNON E. SCHWAEGERLE

American Meat Institute

Editors’ Note; Mr. Schwae-
gerle may have read the edi
torial with Interest but not with
care, We noted that “no one op-
poses humane slaughter . . .
nol even those mest packers
who practice the opposite — and
not all of them do." We also
noted that humane methods
—specifically naming stunning
devices—ave gaining wider use
in the industry, but concluded
that Congress should give the
Industry a “gentle nudge” in
this direction.

People Must Retain
Choice Of Judges

Rt. 5, Charlotte
Editors, The News:

] definitely don't think that the
governor should have the au-
thority

When you take it away from the
people you put it into the hands
of a dictatorship, Why preach
against communism and in the
meantime practice the same?

Therefore, since Sen. Bell sug-
um taking my vote away from
e and giving it to the gover-
, 1 am extremely anxious to
ack Love be our next state
senator.

—J. B. ELLER

Parker's Dream

From The Greensboro Daily News

Nf) more pertinent illustration
of the need for court reform
in North Carolina can be imag-
ined than the fast-unraveling
scandal of recorder’s court irregu-
larities in Charlotte,

A police captain and recorder’s
court official have been suspend-
ed. Records have disappeared
from court files, Judges have
changed verdicts several days
after handing them down, More
than $30,000 worth of appearance
bonds have been ordered forfeit-
ed by the court but were never
collects

In the wake of these revelations
a grand jury investigation is un-
der way,

Whatever the outcome, enough
irregularities have been uncovered
to prove, in the words of the N. C.
Bar Association’s Court Study
Committee, that the inferior courts
of North Carolina should be
brought into one unified state sys-
tem. Then could

To whom, under our present
court structure, is the jaypee ac-
countable?  He own
court and
efficlent public servant,
if he is not, the public pi

The N. C. Bar Association's
Court Study Committee set forih
its recommendations in detail &
Myrtle Beach last week, They
were approved enthusiastically
by some 300 of the state’s em-
inent lawyers. But that is only
the beginning of the campaign to
get them enacted by the 9

General Assembly and approved
by the people.

These recommendations are de-
tailed and complex, covering all
phases of judicial reform. In es-
sence they call for one unified
court system established on a
state-wide basis from top to bot-
tom. They recommend transfer
of the rule making power from
the General Assembly to the

be nailed; then the chief justice,
acting on recommendations of res-

ident Superior Court judges,
could appoint qualfied district
court personnel; then certified

record keeping would be manda-
tory

The Charlotte revelations may
be only one minute expascd part
of a larger iceberg of inefficiency
among the 1400 crazy quilt in-
ferior courts spread across the
state. Court costs and rules dif-
fer widely in these courts. What
manner of justice requires a de-
fendant to pay $10 court costs for
a particular violation in one court
and $18 In another? Why should
the justice of the peace courts
depend on convictions to pay their
way? This is not justice; in some
cases it is highway robbery.

courts They suggest
revisions in the jaypee system and

e jury selection system.

Committee Chairman J. Spen-
cer Bell of Charlotte consulted
the late Circuit Judge John J.
Parker before his death and close-
ly followed his advice in drafting
recommendations. Shartly before
his death, Judge Parker told Bell

“The accomplishment of the
objectives of this committee will
be the realization of a dream of
my lifetime for my native state
1 only hope that I shall lne to see
it and contribute to it."

Judge Parker did not live to see
his dream fulfille

But North Carolina has an op-
portunity to make his dream a
and a monument to his
memory.

Will Lebanon Become Another Korea?

from Baghdad and

In case this

could

Oil Outlets

Lebanese pipeline

of all oil outlets into the M
through Suez, through Syri
Lebanon,

as twisting a spigot

If Turkish
enough,

and Iragi

American

British and
been mapping their

presumed Premier de

Ankara
should become )
the Air Force troop carriers would fly
under the operational control of the Sixth
Fleet

Rebel troops are holed up
the oil flow has not
The loss of Lebanon,
the control of
by dictator Nasser.

This would give him complete control

It would mean he could turn
off western Europe oil supplies as easily
As a result,
the United States and Britain have agreed
that Lebanon must be saved at all costs.
troops
Marines and British

paratroopers will be landed
Americans

tly without consulting

fo Beirut.
nec Y,

am

the oil out
the coast

can
how. lashing
the

l'nnul

diterranean—

I,-b. nese
and through (o mad

tor made
provement in

both

are not

15 on

have I\C‘L‘dl
ranean isiand
ever.
in Lebanon.

troubles at home and in Algeria.
American forces were disconcerted, how-
ever, by the unannounced arrival of a
French cruiser in
Wednesday.

tified the Sixth Fleet that it had been
ordered Into Lebanese waters to evacuate
French nationals if it became necessary.

5. Dictator Nasser
Ambassador Raymond Hare to his
office this week and gave him a luncue
over the
ser accused the American ambassador n[
having given assurance earlier that the

States regarded the Lebanese
as purely
politics.
it clear that the temporary im-
relations
United States and the United Arab Repub-
lic was at an en

Chief Purpose

a Nv British rushed its paratroopers
"ypru the
m. e 10 police the tiny Mediter-
Their chief purpose, how-
is to stand by

Anglo.

Suez.
Lebanese waters at 3
The French cruiser no-

summoned Ameri-

Lebanese crisis.

a matter of internab
The Egyptian dicta-

between  the

The British are determined not to re.
peat the same mistake they made st
The British-French landing in Suez
had been delayed a 3
while the troops were rushed ipto posi-
This gave Nasser time to pull
strings in Moscow and Washington to
stop the British-French-Israeli invasion
which might otherwise have swept over
Cairo and taken Nasser before it could
be stopped.

Worry Over Cyprus

The British are also concerned about
the Cyprus crisis.
expressed a fear that Greece might use
a Middle East war as an excuse to take
over Cyprus.
involved
been warned privately Greek troops might

crucial four d:

They have secretly

If Turkish troops became
in Lebanon, the British have

he rushed to Cyprus.

U. s.
Lebnncse rebels are divided into two
rival groups.
arms smuggled from Egypt and
Our intelligence estimates that the rebels
have enough supplies to hold out for
three months, even if the United Nations
should succeed in sealing the Lebanese

pretext they were

for possible action
borders.

intelligence reports that the

Both groups are getting
Syria



