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Little Rock: The Golden Opportunity

’l‘I(F whole nation can be grateful that
Arkansas school children are in
class only gine months of the year.

Because they are President Eisenhow-
er can remove federal troops from Cen-
tral High School during the summer
vacation without impairing his position
that Gov. Faubus cannot be allowed
fo obstruct the orders of the courts.
Simultaneously he can force upon the
unwilling governor the responsibility that
is his to uphold the law and keep the
peace. If Mr. Faubus again uses his of-
fice to thwart the courts and encourage
rebellion, the President can in reason
contemplate returning the troops with
the likelihood of general public support

But heaven and, more particularly,
Mr Faubus willing, that possibility will
remain in the future, With a minimum
exercise of restraint and responsibility
on either side the destructive situation
al Little Rock could have been prevent-
ed in the first place. With all the hate
and injury that has flowed from the
crisis in the last few months, it is un-
thinkable that it will be renewed next
September.

In any event. the President saw in
the impending summer vacation a gold-
en opportunity to withdraw his troops
without abandoning his position. Com-
mon sense dictated that he use the op-
portunity as he has—by challenging
Arkansas officials to run (heir own af-
fairs with due regard for the law and
the rights of all citizens.

Tue News believes the President act-
ed hastily and unwisely in ordering
troops to Little Rock and that the cause
of racial harmony and social progress
was harmed. He failed to prove that his

aclion was a genuine last resort. And
although there was strong reason to
doubt ‘it, Gov. Faubus claimed that his
actions were within the law.

Since then, however, the U. S. Court
of Appeals at St. Louis has declared with
compelling logic that he was mistaken.
The governor argued that he had a
mght to prevent Negro children from
entering Central High School because by
so doing he would forestall violence.
“Under such a rule,” the courl replied,
“the banks could b2 closed and emptied
of their cash to prevent robberiss. the
post office Iacked to prevent the mails
from being robbed. the citizens kept off
the streets to prevent holdups .. ." Inall
probability the appellate court will be
upheld if the governor should appeal
Thus Mr. Faubus’ tactics will lack even
the coloration of legality should he em-
ploy them again

There remains one possibility that his
intentions need not be tested again so
soon as the new school term in Sep-
fember. The Little Rock school board
has asked that its desegregation plan
be delayed until January. 1961. If the
federal district court agrees, the result
could be a wholesome and profitable
cooling off period for all concerned. But
if it does not agree September will see
a return of the circumstances that pre-
vailed immediately before Gov. Faubus
called out state troops last year. and
the: governor will have to choose again
between obstructing the law or enforc-
ng it

The President already has made his
choice.

If a second invasion of Little Rock
occurs, the responsibility for it will rest
on the governor. /

Cool Competence Prevented Tragedy

( NLY the sensation-seekers farnished
the drama at Douglas Municipal Air-
port yesterday.

Thoughtless thousands clogged roads
leading to and from the landing field
and posed a constant and considerable
threat to the cool orderliness of official
preparations on the scene for an emer-

geney landing
Had a tragedy occurred the conse-

quences might have been worsened sim-
ply because a great many people have
a taste for immediacy and no regard
for the consequences

On the other hand. individuals who
belonged on the scene handled them-
selves with great competence and enor-
mous composure.

That goes for air line officials, fire-
fighting personnel, law enforcement of-
ficers, rescue and life-saving squads,
doctors. nurses. ambulance crews, Red
Cross workers and airport authorities
It goes. especially for the officers and

crew of the Super-Constellation itself.

Even local hospitals were observing a
disaster alert, their personnel standing
by for trouble.

Charlotte was, thankfully, prepared
for such a circumstance. Because prepa-
rations were infact and because emer-
gency chores were carried out with un-
ruffled efficiency, a possible tragedy
was averted

Surely the value of these rather elab-
orate, and also costly, preparations has
been proved bevond anyone’s reasonable
doubt, Some of the facilities—the full-
fime crash crew, for instance—are fair-
1v recent innovations and were only ad-
ded after considerable commotion

Charlotte should not only protect its
present investment in disaster facilities
with stubborn zeal but should be con-
on the alert for improvements.
The best is none too good where the pro-
tection of human lives is concerned

The Hole In Khrushchev's Memory

Tm- cynically crude Soviet veto of
the Arctic inspection plan was rem-
iniscent of Stalinesque diplomacy in
more ways than one

The veto overrode the expressed de-
sires of the other ten members of the
United Nations Security Council. It was
accompanied by a vicious attack on the
US. which proposed the plan. and
scarcely veiled threats of retaliation
against other nations favoring it. The
Soviet delegate also bitterly attacked
U N. Secretary Dag Hammarskjold for
commending the possibilities of the LS.
plan. although Moscow protested not at
a‘\ when Hmmm»mhi commented sim-
v on the nuclear test ban it recently

lar

proclaimed
Thus a scheme designed 1o ease world
ens) died in a wave of new tension
and peacemakers like Hammarskjold got
their noses bloodied If the Soviet ac-
i made the world's balance of terror
al and it did it also ripped
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away from Soviet imperalism some of
the glossy lacquer applied by the artful
Khrushchey. The result, in sum, was a
propaganda defeat for the Soviet, but
one which dimmed hopes for peace.

But even for a Stalin, the wording of
the attack on Hammarskjold would have
heen remarkable for its inconsistency.
The secretary general was accused of
“forgetfulness’ in that he was commend-
ing the US. response rather than the
original Soviet complaint that American
homber flights toward the Soviet were
provocative

Interestingly enough. when (he US
first proposed Arctic inspection in the
London disarmament talks last vear.
Khrushchey said there was nothing there
to inspect but polar bears. It was not
until a few days ago that he remem-
bered (he flights of U.S. bombers over
the Arctic and screamed that they were
a threat to the Soviet and to peace

KNOWLEDGE

someone ought to place a motice trap
i the bowl It mishl cause somathing
to snap and serve as a reminder that
learning is not just a receiving process.

hut requires a givinz of attention and
effort on the part of the learner and
teacher.

Furthermore, the bowl of human
kpowledge must be replenished constant-
ly. But what can cookiefattened stu-
dents add”

The incident provides a moral on our
educational development. Centuries ago
Socrates set a noble example for his
lisciples by drinking hemlock. rather
than recant what he believed. Today's
pupils are fed cookies

Socrates” wisdom is still sought after
today. How much respect will our sugary
education of today command 2,000 years
from now
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Pentagon Reform PlanFails To Answer Key Question

By WALTER LIPPMANN

WASHINGTON
HE layman and outsider, who
never commanded great
forces in war, or even worked in:
side the Pentagon. must ask him-
self how he is to decide what
to think about the Eisenhower-Me-
Elroy plan to reorganize the De-
fense Department. He can, of
course, wait 1o be told by those
who know more than he does

lke’s Politics

Dulls Taste
Of GOP Chiefs

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
ON ANY normal working day
the busiest telephone in town
belongs to Sherman Adams, the
assistant to the President, but it
broke all records in the 48 hours
preceding the President’s speech
to the Republican love feast here
Tuesday night
This was the occasion for whicl
Republicans decided o use the
free television time they demant-
ed from the networks when thev
were wincing from the p‘muau
lash wielded by Harry S Tru-
man_at the Jefferson - Jackson
Day dinner. The idea then was
the Republicans were entitled to
a hatchet party, too, but they
couldn’t seem fo find a hatchet
man.

A FIESTA

The President won't do 11,
Thomas E. Dewey felt debarred
by his 1948 debacle, Vice Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon is keeping
to the high road in anticipation of
1960 and Adams was afraid of
imperiling in Congress such Ei-
senhower legislation as foreign
aid and reciprocal trade. So the
anguished GOP candidates of the
Congress were promised the Tues-
day night fiesta with the Presi-
dent

Over the weekend. as they
quietly perused their Sunday
newspapers, and item leaped at
them saying (hat the President
has chosen national security as
his topic for the party. Nobody
could be quite sure whether he
intended to stress defense reor-
ganization, as he did with the
editors last month, or whether —
a dread thought to many — he
might even plead the case for
aid and trade.

RARE ROAST DEMOCRAT

Their Macedonian cries were
heard sympathetically by Nation.
al Chairman Meade Alcorn and
Representative Richard Simpson,
chairman of the House Campaign
Committee. among others. To
Adams flowed (he complaints, re-
minders and appeals that this
was a party affair at which the
guests expected rare roast Dem-
ocrals served up on a partisan

platter.

A few hours before the dinner
White House Press Secretary
James C. Hagerty was still tell-

ing reporters that he did not know
when the speech would be ready
and the mimeograph machines
were standing idle. The national
committee refuced absolutely to
guess what it might, in the end,
contain

OBVIOUS PROBLEM

The problem was obvious, Not
even the most adrot Madison
Avenue artisan col easily we:
the national security and the for-
tunes of one political party in'o a
pattern of statesmanship. Thi
Dtestaeit, canneh e Hibwied for
remembering. too. that he has to
deal with a Democratic Congress,
It 1s probabl; e, however
that even the most partisan and
certanly all organization Demo-
crals would agree {hat Republi-
cans are enlitied to have parl
leadership from their President
Democrats, while enfoying (he
grapevine reports of GOP difticul-
ties. nonetheless felt a certan
sympathy for their loyal opposi
tion.

MAN IN MIPDLE

ave

Alcorn is the man in the middle
and he .s feeling it with Increas-

ing keenness. The White House
tule, sternly enforced by Adams.
is that i he

d the controversial and the
greeable. 1t was perhaps not
rely an accident that Alcorn

White House reporters Re
publicans might lose the Senate
He is said to feel that this possi
bility was pot tully grasped in-
side the presidential offices.

‘Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON But what the West Point cammis Same news accounts made it appear  Shortly
HERE is more than meels the eve sioner of immigration actually said in  thal Swing admitted he had made # mis- Howard
behind the abru deportation of testimony before the House Judiciary in ordering his San Francisco im
William Heikkila from San Francisco subcommitice was gration director, Bruce Barher. 1o act
ha.k to Finland. New Attorney General as he did. Actually. Swing made no such
liam Rogers who i¢ breathing resh Quick Handling admission.  The mistake he admitted was
e into the Tustice Department. prompt i getting caught, thereby exposing
Iy reversed Gen. Joseph Swing, the S \h:mdn]:dmhm per n‘?_v of our peo- Bruce to court action
swaggering commissioner of immigration. ple are handled this way. We never give . ; :
a:gk.ﬁmxe’::d‘llmkkna back to the United them 72 hours or a week or 10 days or Big-Hearted Saldier hrfu’;’rld

States to have a chance to say goodbye to
his wife and family and exhaust his due

process under the law. Rogers' commis  goodnicks and the only
sioner of immigration, However. re them is—they know
mained completely unrepentant. He even and they know

hragged that about 87 to 98 per cent of them,

Immigrati

ahoul such affairs. Or he can, if

he is a little bolder, ask ques-
tions which he would like to hear
discussed,

1 am emboldened to do this be-
cause the question which seems to
me important is mot one which
only military men are qualified
10 answer. It is a question of how
great and complicated human in-
stitutions are governed by more
or less ordinary men, The ques-
tion is a real one, so it appears
to me, in a piece ol ngmmmn
whose “meaning.
dent has put it, is that *

must be under unified con-
trol.”

The crux of the question is who
is to direct, and how is he to de-
termine how to direct, the strat-
egy which is under his unified con-
trol?  According to the new bill,
a presidential appointee, the sec-
relary of defense, is to make the
great strategical decisions and to
direct the control of their appli-
cation,

NO QUESTION

Now there is no question. it
seams to me, that once a deci-
sion has been taken it should be
carried out without veloes or ob-
structions. Under \he present Iy,
and even more perhaps under pres-

arate services. There cannot be
serious_objection o giving him
that authority,

But then we arrive at the real
question. How are these great de.
cisions to be made” It is all very
well to say that they should be
made by the secrelary of defense.
But secretaries come and go
They are chosen from lists of po-
litically available men, They come
from banking, from law, from pro-
fessional politics, from the auto-
mabile business and the soap busi
ness, How does a man who has
spent the first fifty years of his
life far away from strategic prob-
lems go into the Pentagon, hang

up his hat. sit down at the secre
tary's desk, and make the deci
sons which he is supposed (o
make?

A TRIAL

This is the question of how
great establishments, which are
administered by career officials,
ean be directed and controlled
by laymen, The answer is that
the layman at the top, be he
stcrelary of defense or President

“Who Is Going To
Rule The Roost?”

of the United States, can make
the difficult decisions only by
hearing the issues argued by
qualitied experts. How are Mr
McElroy and his successors to
decide whether Missile A or Mis
sile B should get the available
funds’ Only by having the is
sues argued by the contending
experts, much as a judge in
court decides highly technical
patent cases

It is fair to say. I think, that
if the layman at the top does not
hear the issues argued, he does
not really decide them. He mere.

Iy endorses the decision of some
subordinate who has his ear.

THE QUESTION

This brings us to the question
which 1 should like to hear tho-
roughly discussed. Does the pro-
posed reform of the Pentagon
make it more or make it less
probable that the secretary of
defense and the President will
hear the great issues of strategy
thoroughly argued out? Reading
the new plan, and the official
statements which are being made
about it, I do not know whether
or not it promotes or it de-
creasgs the vﬂm-m-e analysis of
the issues o be dec

There is reason (or wumter)ng
about this in view of Presiden
Eisenhower's theories and prac-
tice as to how the head of a
great establishment should .run

his office. It is fawr to say, I
lhmk that by and large his idea

good organization is one in
v-hlch the chief does not have to
listen to arguments but can ap-
prove agreements when his sub-
ordinates have argued them out

It is hard not to wonder
whether in this plan for the Pen
tagon he has ot gone a long
way towards compelling the pro-
sional military men to reach
ed eonelusions  before the
ies has © heen adequately ar
oul belore their civilian

JOB DESCRIPTION

These doubls are not allayed
by what the President said at his
press conference a week ago
about running his own office
No one, he said, “can do the
best job by just sitting at a
desk and putting his face in a
bunch of papers. Actually. the
job, when you come down 1o it,
when you- think of the interlock:
ing staffs and associates that
have to ta nd a e al) the
details of every question that
comes to the presidency. he
ought to be trying to keep his
mind {ree of inconsequential de-

‘We're Faced With A Security Crisis, Information
Is Still Leaking Into This Country’

—_—

~ERBLOCK,

People’s Platform
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This description of a top ex-
ecutive, which omits entirely the
necessity of deciding issues by
hearing them argued, is ground
for wondering whether at the
center of the proposed reform
there has been adequate and
clear discussion of how decis
ions are to be made.

Lady Docker
Didn’t Merit

Monaco Knock

By ROBERT C. RUARK
PALAMOS Spain

TAKE a very dim view of the
expulsion of Lady Docker
“from Monte Carlo and ils sur-
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recently in those
Norah Docker is
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ound looking like stunned
millets verandas of the
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one sees in public on the Riviera,
And. according 1o what goes on
in the private villas, you might
even call Lady Docker circum-
spect
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TWO POODLES

The gentlemen all seem to wear
corsets, and the younger echelon
of elder ladies all have fwo kinds
of poodles. white French ones
and delicate soung gentlemen who
could not possibly be construed as

affensive so long as their bills
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