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Plan A Unified School System NOW

The important thing is that each
payer throughout the county
uld be paying for the schools at
the same rate, and the children of
each taxpayer in the area, regardless
of where these children happen to
be living, would be in a position to
enjoy the benefits of the best educa-
tional opportunities offered any
child in the grea.

INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENT, 1840

THE time to prepare Mecklenburg

County’s two giant school systems
for consolidation has clearly arrived

Apathy, timidity and false fears are
crumbling at last beneath the pressure
of enlightened public apinion

Perhaps even the invisible barriers of
tradition are losing their mystic charm

The first compelling public demand
for action has come, significantly, from
the county

But support for a single unified pub-
lic school system in Mecklenburg has
likewise been growing in the city

There is. clearly, no need for further
dawdling on the official level

The advantages of consolidation are
apparent

The facts are at hand

So is the challenge

T 1S to the County School Board's

great credit that it has taken the
<t positive step to open negotiations
on the question. It is ready to falk
turkey with the City School Board im-
mediately.

The sudden move was made yester-
day after a delegation of 50 parent-
teacher association members presented
resolutions in favor of consolidation from
30 of the county's 32 PTA groups. Most
of the regolutions had passed unanimous-
lv at heavily attended meetings in all
corners of the county.

This surge of sentiment in favor of a
single school system would have been
copsidered impossible in the county six
mbnths ago. That it emerged at all is

bute to the straight talk of Oliver
R and others who have sold con-
solidation calmly and dispassionately on
i's merits. County PTA groups,

tened first with interest and then with
enthusiasm

Naturally, the perimeter figured much
in the discussions. This choice, well-
populated residential area will be an-
nexed by the city in 1960. As Mrs
Charles Ramsey, president of the county
PTA council, said yesterday, loss of the
perimeter as a source of supplemental
tax support would “seriously jeopardize”
the future educational opportunities of
the county.

But regardless of what happens to the
perimeter, consolidation offers the best
possible apparatus for promoting hetter
public education for ¢!l of Mecklenburg's
children
THE advantages of consolidation—for

both city and county residen
were first outlined in 1949 in an Insti-
tute of Government survey They were
documented in more elaborate detail
early this year by a Chamber of Com-
merce committee working under attor-
ney Richard Thigpen. Seldom has a single
solution o a given problem appeared to
be so satisfying to a variety of in-
terests.

But the will to convert potential ad-
vantages into real henefits, widely en-
foved, must come from the public at
large.

Residents of the county have made
their wishes known rather emphatically
fo their representatives on the County
School Board.

City residents. while less insistent,
have never indicated that they were any
less interested in a better and more ef-
ficient oublic education system for all
out children

..

HE County School Board has broken

the ice. Its invitation to negoti-

ate should be accepted promptly by
school officials

Then, carefully and with prudent re-

gard for the problems of each system. a

People’s
Platform

Charlotte
Editors, The News
YOL'R editorial of last Friday
noting the fact that the Demo-
cratic precinet meetings would
be held for the most part in
schools caused me to wonder if
it would not be interesting lo the
students of our high schools to
have the opportunity to attend a
poliical rally.

I discussed the matter with the

SEN. GEORGE SMATHERS
The Real Article

hoard of governors of the Meck-
lenburg  Democratic Club and
they requested that 1 extend a
cordial invitation o the student
body of the senior hizh schools
in Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County to aitend the Demacralic
rally ‘which is to take place at
the  Park Center building at 8
p.m. on Friday of this week

Our high school students have
been studying civics and political
science in (he abstract, Maybe it
would be helpful if they had a
close up view of a political or-
ganization in action.

It is our hepe that many of the
high school students and their

'Possum At Tea

faculty advisors will attend the
rally and meet the Democratic
candidates and hear the address
of the Hon. George A. Smathers,
United States senator from Flori-
da. We hope that this will he an
interesting experience to the stu-
dents and that it will serve to
better acquaint them with the
function of the party system in a
democratic form of government
—PAUL R. ERVIN
Chairman, Mecklenbpeg
Democratic Club.

High In The Sky,
A 'Keep Out’ Sign

Charlotte
Editors, The News
HE Story of the creation of
the earth and man, first chap-
fer of Genesis — in fact the
first chapter of the Bible—is of
particular interest today, as is
the story of the life of Jesus,
His suffering and resurrection
and that of the Tower of Babel.
Having created the earth and
furnished it comfortably, we are
told that God created man in
His own image, and gave him
dominion over the earth and all
that dwelt thereon. He provided
lights in the firmament of the
heavens. especially two  great
lights, the greater to rule over
the day, and the lesser over the
night; and let them be for signs
and for scasons, and for days
and for years—certainly not tar-
gets to shoot at

As He made the presentation
of the earth th man, we see
no mention of fringe henefits in
the contract whereby God gave
us permission {0 occupy, or to
desecrate outer space. Thorough
and foreseeing workman that He
was, it seems if He had intended
man to fly He would have pro-

Washington Wildlife

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON

ONG, LONG ago when the

“ United States still stood at

the head of the world, this report-

ec received an interesting sugges-

tion from a British field marshal's

wife who was well-known for her
strong tree-dwelling tendencies.

In lhlm‘ days, it was thought to

he blacl to question

reasonable formula for lidation
should be pieced together. Appropriate
enabling legislation ought to be drawn
up for submission to the 1959 General
Assembly

serious-minded and public spirited, lis-

A major a
lenburg's grasp

is within Meck.
It must not be bobbled.

Mr. Nixon Hankers For Hometown Talk

LMOST every traveler is subject fo
£ sudden pangs of loneliness and
finy fears that something he should
know ahaut is happening back home

Vice President Nixon doubtless feels
this strongly as he continues his tour
among our Latin American neighbors
shaking the innumerable hands. hearing
the strange languages, and trying to
build good will for the ‘“colossus of the
North.”" Back home in Washington they
are talking his language—nolitics=— and
ahout his possible ascension sans elec-
fion to the presidency. This is the kind
of gossip a politician’ hates to miss. This
is wine. food and dreams

But Mr Nixon can be consoled by the
fact that the speculation will still be go-
ng on when he returns to Washington
The jcea that somelime between now
and 60 Mr Eisenhower will voluntarily

vield up his seat o Nixon won't die
easily  among the Democrats. Every
White House denial will be searched

utely for escape clauses: every Nixon
visit to the White House will cause new
speculation  While there are no facls
credit the theory, the edgy Demo-
crifs can make a case for their fear.
Their reasoning might go like this
Mr. Eisenhower’s future health is un-

cerfain. Besides that. he has never dem-
onstrated any particular lust for the
office or the exercise of its powers. Mr.
Nixon, on the other hand. almost hun-
gers for the presidency and it would be
so much easier for him to be elected if
he could run as the incumbent, What
could be neater strategy for the '60
campaign than for Messrs. Eisenhower
and Nixon to iry out that presidential
disability agreement they reached a few
weeks ago?

As speculation. it's interesting. Buf
a sounder guess might be that Mr. Nixon
is more fearful that this won't happen
than the Democrats are that it will He
cannot have forgotten the White House
rebuke to his call for a tax cut or the
President’s unfavorable response to sug-
gestions that he be given one or another
executive posts in the administration,
Then, there was the President’s state-
ment the other day that GOP presiden-
tial timber is not limited to one man.

Our own view is that barring disabling
illness the President will have no part of
the scheme that so froubles the Demo-
crals’ imagination. For if he has often
appeared 1o lack zest for his office and
weary of his responsibilities, he has been
careful never to demean it.

There'll Always Be A Plainclothesman

BIG U'S
4% Hall. has ¢!

publishi

|

firm, Prentice-
ils execulive brass in
» blazers with embroid-
ches

intent was to hoost esprit de corps
2 the brass but readers of Busmvess

which reported this latest tri

umph of uniformity, seem fo t t's
an insull to individualism,

1 abarlive attempt at cross-fertili

ralion. with a gray flannel suit.” one

Do the pretty blazers

s big enough lo carry, for

From The New Orleans States

ready reference, a copy of William H
Whyte's book. THE OrGANIZATION MaN?"
another asked

But John E. Uliman. 2 New York engi-
neer. made the most sweeping indict-
ment. seeing the blazers as the begin-
ning of a business ceremonial “modeled
on that of the Knights of the Garter. say
with keys 1o the executive washroom re-
placing swords. But. he added. “there
would be plain clothes executives, foo
charged with sneaking up on lazy em-
plovees

It's likely. the last part anyway

THE MARSHAL

l‘)lu.\i Who groan that the Hollywood
and television interpretations of the
old West are gross distortions of the ori-
£inal now have a federal court ruling to
support their complaint

The owners of the Wyatt Earp televie
<ion show in New York complained that
a manufacturer was marketing “official”
Wyatt Earp playsuits for children. al-
though he had not obtained a license t
do o from the owners of the show.

The mapulasturer.xeplied, in effect
that Earp was a nonfictional historical

character whose name no one could
opolize for trade purpose
Youre dead wrong Pardner sad
the court: “It is perhaps noi
10 say . . . that the name of W
has been battered into the pi
the televisi
t far beyond any {

iely ever previously attached to
marshal's name '

In other words any resemblance to
pcr\nm h\mg or dead .

the

This Chinese proverb is perhaps as
good a sermon as any you will hear to-
day: “If there is righteousness in the
heart, there will be beauty in character.
If there is beauty in character, there
will he harmony in the home. If there
s harmony in the home, there will be
order in the nation. If there is order in
the nation. there will be peace in the
world Le: ON Hemaup Leaper

Doc Anklam
cold Doc
drugs tha
Iy

says when you have a
Edwards fills you so full of
if you sneeze vou'll probab
cure iwo or three people. — HicH
Point ENTERPNISE

the good intentions of the late Jo-
sef Stalin. Really, it made very
gloomy reading, said the lady
She was asked to suggest a more
cheerful subject for public com-
ment. As she had taken up life
among the leafy branches be-

Some Washington Birds
Are Not So Nervous

cause she was a British - style
bird-watcher. she had her answer
ready

“Oh," she said brightly, “why

not try birds
SIMPLE ADMIRATION

After twelve years, the time has
come 1o take this eften-remem-
bered advice. One very good rea-
son is simple, unbounded admira-
ton for the pair of mourning
doves that have triumphantiy
reared twin dovelets for should
it be squabs?1 in an ivy-hidden
nest high above the garden-ter-
race.

Somebody. someday, ought to
do a serious survey of wild life
in American cities. (It could be
called “The Ecology of Urban
Areas,” and would then be worlh
a doclorate.)

Here in the tired heart of Wash,
inglon, at any rate, you acquire
a greal many uapaying tenants
e a fair-sized city gar
a little cover for shy

if you
den with
areatures.

NOT S0 SHY

Some are fol so shy. either
The opposum {hat lives under the
rden-house even has a marked
liking for dinner pariies, which
once caused a lot of trouble. At
coifeetime, a mervous female
guest chanced to look behind her
There in the clematis-vine, pl
Iy illuminated in the candle-light,
hanging upside down in an easy
graceful, sociable way, was what
appeared to be whil
rat, The ensuing p

rol disturh th

it

But aside from the
that teaches her young
tumn lo wash their food in the
fountain, and the squirrels that

h aue

once invaded the living-room to
make a nut-cache in the sofa, and
the detestable half-wild cats. the
hirds are the chief tenants of
this wild -life refuge among the
urban asphalt,

NO QuAIL

There are no quail falthough
the Swedish Embassy always
used to have at least one covey,
until subtopia swallowed up their
feeding-grounds/. But the card.
mals seem to be preparing to
nest again. With luck, the mock-
ing-bird that has been inspecting
the place rather carefully will
{inally decide that the advantages
oulweigh the drawbacks And
above all, there are the mourn-
ing-doves.

Their appearance Is charming.
for they look like gamebirds, as
they are, yel like gamebirds with
a special fragile elegance. Their
name is charming. too. for what
could be nicer than ‘Zenaidura
Macroura™ Their soft calling,
like a musical fall of water, is
full of love and haunting sad-
ness and memories of dear things
lost. But all this ckarm, which

might otherwise be cloying, is
splendidly seasoned with sheer
spunk,

FINAL SUCCESS

The doves started nesting in
early March, They stuck to it
erimly. the male on the nest all
day and the female all night
through the bitter winds and icy
rains and deep snows of this ter-
rible spring. They must have
lost at least two clutches of eggs.
for their eggs take only about
Iwo weeks to hatch. But they suc-
ceeded in their task. Just the
other day. the first pierced egg
shell was proudly dropped from
the nest

Then, day after day, there was
the wonderful sight of the doves
endlessly hurrying out 1o find
food and hurrying back to dis-
gorge their crops into the alwavs
waiting beaks. And finally, at this
moment, the two young are hop-
ping about on the terrace bricks
learning 1o take gr in themselves

Maybe this writing about birds

o <ell-ndulgent, But
rele ee world's great pe
riphery. from Berlin to Seoul,
and Il see every vital posi
tion either decaying fast or in
deadly danger already. Go to the
West's other ctadel in Europe,

and you will discover the great
alliance crumbling inlo imbecil;
ty. Come back to Washinglon, and
vou find economic depression plus
@ response o the sharp strategic
challenge: of the Sputnik that has
only consisted of not making the
furthe: defense cuts that were
ed before the Sputnik's

ing
In truth, one wishes one could
always wrile aboul birds. until
this country tediscovers its old
knack of leadership,

vided hlm wllh wings like birds,
bees or

We know little about outer
space today, yet enough to be
certain it is not fit for human
life, due to extremes in temper-
alures, pressures, cosmic rays
and comet tails.

The resurrection and ascen-
sion into heaven of Jesus gives
a promise that in a life after
death we shall occupy and enjoy
the beautiful heavens, It is in
deed doubtful though, that in
this life we shall ever conquer
space, and with millions of
square miles of undeveloped land
on every continent we don't need
to.

Even after half a century of
research and development our
finest planes are frequently torn
asunder like the petals of a fra-
gile flower; their occupants
scattered over the landscape,
men looking like barbecued
pork; women and children
smeared over the stones like
Jam,

If wasting their resources and
energy while building the Tower
of Babel—a pittance compared
to the cost of launching of a
satellite — incurred the wrath of
God, the idea of space travel

WSS SRR

must have Him sore. And aren’t
the proposals and promises of
today's national leaders just as
confused and meaningless to
each other as they discuss pro-
posals for a summit conference,
as were the conversations be-
iween the masons and hod.car-
riers as they tried to build the
tower?

Though admonished 1o re-
plenish the earth and subdile it,
man has not done this. As our
populations become more skilled
and educated, it seems they act
more like the lowest forms of
life, abandoning the spacious,
clean countryside to congregate
in our crowded cities like (lies
around a cesspool, driving blind-
ly at the bright lights, like the
lowly moth flying into the flame
—some even considering flying
to the moon,

Had as much research, re-
sources and energy been spent
in developing the world’s vast
wastelands, as has been wasted
in space research and experi-
ments, we could have irrigated
the Mojave Desert and aircon.
ditioned the entire South while
the Russians converted Siberia
into a garden spot. Homes could
have been provided for all the
world's displaced people, and

FEAR! | SHAN'T
RETIRE AND LEAVE YOU
ALL ALONE IN THE BI&G

WHITE HOUSE, MY
LITTLE ORPHANIXON

ESTO

Give Mecklenburg Students A Taste Of Politics

Jjobs made available for all un-

employed—even ‘L:l the l4'|lﬂ|d

of @ Republican administration
. —A. C. BUCKI

Capitalism Will

Dig Its Own Grave
Clinton, §. C.
Editors, The News
‘/HY ALL this hue and cry
ahout jackleg Communists
overthrowing the government?
Listen. “Communism cannot
come lo that country until condi-
tions necessary for it have been
established.” (Mars) In the U. S,
conditions are now being estab-
lished. Communists don’t make
the conditions, Capitalism itself
brings on the conditions.

“Communism Is born in the
gutter.” That's right. Capitalism
is creating that gutter. A sick
man will try any remedy; the
U. 5. economy is a sick man, A
big red healthy apple, a healthy

man, or anything that’s in the
best of health, carries within it-
self the germ of dissolution, Cap«
italism is decaying from within,
All the Scales in the world can't
add snything to it

—TELLER SUITLE

S5
EH? Y¥YOU -

WON'TZ LEAPIN'

GIZZARDS, THANKS,
A "p DDADDY "o

Rockefeller Surprise

Welfare State Gets Boost

WASHINGTON
"HE conserval manner in
which President Elsenhower
handles the government economy
including the rece has been
high-lighted fro
source It is the
port which, as its
is the work of
identified with
terests and strongly orie:
ward the Republican Part
Naturally the anti
measures suggesied in
documen( got the heal
pecially as their tax cat proy
seemed to cut
dent’s progr he business und
financial community has since
had time to give the report i
intensive stidy
some arresting conclusio

ross the

is voicing

DOUBLING WAGES

One is that from
the welfare state, the report
e country further and
along that path than Roosevelt
and Truman did. The ¢
The report slates as a f;
the nation is dedicated
nomic growth and full
ment and that to this end real
wages ought to be doubled in 30
years, with & possible rate of
growth of five per cent

refefred to (he
minor emergency We
ing internally.”* Tl dwells upon
each bit of evidence that the

By DORIS FLEESON

HARRY TRUMAN
Who's A Leftist?

o the old plateail may
and has offercd

climb hack
bave hegin

growih plans
FEDERAL REGULATION

af desirable
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forth also in- (he

Detailed form
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omy ate sel
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and waler use on a nalional sca

pan_ problems and various oth
ocial peeds
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all of ‘bu
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with the ideas

of course, repre
ness and their phi
haps overweight

sident Rooseyelt

100k ofe

supported in larg:
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paint he Midwest s
of the
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on economic mat
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TELLING SUPPORT
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o reened Israel’s Problems Shared By World

WASHINGTON
HE little state of Israel, now celebrat-

Moslem world— have a moral obligation
for the murder of 6,000,000 Jews in ¢

thousand in
thow

is !

Terror Campaign

ing her tenth birthday, has accom- many Our minimum obligation
plished miracles but faces e problems ensure the Jews peace in the ancien! land
ahead. These problems are not hers of their forefathers.
alone. They are (he problems of the rest

of the world

from three points of view

during Hitler that

Most people have forgatten that it
anti-fewish hatre

< The

half hundredweight in gold coins, twenty
English
ands in U. S,

public has
Hitler's campaign

These are memories which we of the
puunds and ten Christian world have forgotten Jews
dollars.” can never forget. They constitute a
reason why the rest of the world, in
cluding the Moslems (also descended

aiso forgoiten thyt {rom the prophet Abraham), have 3

{ ferror against the

unpaid abligation to the Jewish per

From a materialistic pomt of yiew planted n the Arab world. Looking Jews started in and continuéd while  The most complete way to make that
the problem of Arabian oil is vital 19 {hrough the file of my old columns 1 we of the Christian world looked on, testitution is to bring peace in the

hr- West. Upon it depends the industr find that on Aug. 25. 1948 [ puklished and little concerned. We did nothy t. The Jews have already mad,
of France, England and Western Europe. yna secret festimony of Walter Schellan until other relizions and other lands sacrifices 1 4 horeland
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Near | he beiling pol mo.
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