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ecutive editor, for his edi-

ut the crisis
Our congratulations hereby go across the
‘border Lo our nelghbors—to J. N. Helskell,
the stalwart editor and owner of the

Col?tmgebug Neighbor

n its editorial columns, that the

ticulacly Ashmore thecuuse 15 its pene-
voloe, will be u subject of discussion
1 . Mr. Ash-
recently, “An

Epitaph for Dixie.” It is already a football
What two of them, in
Birmingham and Richmond, think of his
book, and him, may be discovered by read-
ing the article from a newspaper publica-
tion reprinted ulsewhere on this page today
We think that having won their point and
been recognized for i, having conducted
calmly at great risk

Gazette; to Executive Editor Ash o
Publisher Hugh B. Pattorson Jr., and to all
their lieutenants who helped hold the fort
~“under

a week

We are happy this has also been
Tha

bringing them an additional reward,

to their persons and property, the owner

. and managers of the Gazette, the oldest

newspaper west of the Mississippl River,
will have given all of us a lesson In courage
and patience when this incldent is over,
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21 Game Bad for Oklahoma

Last week's filing period for state offices
was A sad commentary on the tragi-comie

~%onditith of Oklahoma politics.

It pointed up, in the first place, the
absurdity of the state’s long ballot. There
ave 31 offices in the executive and judicial
branches of state government to be filled
this year.

At most, holders of only five or six of
these should be elected snd the rest a
pointed, responsible to the governor and the
senate

And yet, Oklahoma voters will be saddled
with what should be the responsibility of
electing a Secretary of State, Superintendent
of Public Instruction, Examiner and In-
spector, clerk of the Supreme Court, a chief
mine inspector and four assistants, to name
several,

The ppreentage of the electorate which
knows much about the functions of these
officers or the qualifications of the candi-
dates is minimal, snd that minimum is
usually family, friends and employes of the
incumbent. The result of this ix that once a
man s elected to one of these offices, it

& sinecyre. An Incumbent in an
obsoure secondary state post is well nigh
impossible to dislodge, Those officers con-
stitutionally unable 1o succeed themselves
merely “trade off," running for other
equally obscure offices while the holders of
offices run for their posts.

Al this doesn't discourage aspirants.

elr appearance is as tragic

People’s FORUM

OKLAHOMA IS STILL STALLING
Tribune:

#s It is humorous. Their half-crazed at-
tempts at the momentary publieity and
prestige makes every filing period look like
roll eall at bedlam.

One remedy would be a filing fee, re-
turnable if the candidate drew a certain

woentage of the vote. There are those,
owever, who argue that this is undemo-
cratie.

The only real solution s elimination of
the long ballot. Busy voters are not in-
formed enough to elect the best men (o the
minor e posts in Okl
or any other stal practice should have
gone out when ult electing town mar-
shals, but somehow It has persisted,
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Mood Music

We drove into town the other day with
the car radio playing Dvorak's mighty “New
World Symphony.” And as we listened to
the majestic strains, it ocourred to us ance
again how quickly such music dwarfs life's
problems. hile others hanked their way
around us, we puffed a placid pipe and
ambled Jn &t 20 miles per hour.

Perhas, we thought, such music was the
nineteenth century substitute for tranquil-
izers, Perhaps grandfather found release
fram fretful cares in such balm as this.

If that Is so, then grandfather was lucky.
The frantic sort of music one hears over
most radio stations today would have driven
bhim to . . . to tranquilizers, as likely as not.

Mhort letters will be "’1 for publioption
maat b o fide name and ad-
e, i bt @ et e

ploneers of this community. You will hear them
spoak about the first ting press in Okls-
homa, which was located here, and how m
traveled for many miles in wagons and on

to & hine In operation.

You will hear them toll who the founder of
the town Ix, of the many be haw
made and ls stlll making lo Locust

ve.

It is the sincers of the Locust Grove
gl R b T 1
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m to be on day and Join In '8

tion for the invaluable asslstance rendered by
the of Tulsa Civil Defense dur-
ing the of one of our
airoraft In Tulsa on .Ia

The the of
the Civil deserve the hi
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Big Day at Peace Headquarters

. s . . .
Epitaph’ or ‘Epithet’ for Dixie?
Two Southern Newspapermen Disagreo Over Harry Ashmore's Book
in Editorial Writers' Magasine, ‘The Masthead'

By E. L, HOLLAND
Blrmiagham News

CULLING over some clips on oar eolleague
Harry Scott Ashmore, the oft-embattied edi-
tor of the Arkansas Gasette, which fs published
adjacent o 1867's mowt widely known battle-
g , 1 came on one from The New York
Tes, & " out of Little Rock.
this article about Mr. Ashmore:
“'Another book, ‘An Epithet for Dixle,’ will be
out the first of the yoar.” ’
All wive and knowing journalists will have
lulhn,"by this tme, a look at 2l

, who will
say the typo was right, that what HSA has
written (s jndeed, an epithet for his own home-
Innd. Some of us, and I happily believe most,
will think not.

Mr. Ashmore happened (o be situsted In th
middle of & Mmmnl and was faced lII;
problems which would have caused any Southern
editor to shudder. But It 'l to his consideral
credit that he bhesitated not a bit to take
with a rather strangely-acting

own doorstep.
hard l;odd. and
ous, then wearing its ba ly. This
was by way of bein, 1 e
mean or Asmore. 0" O B
His book is & polemic with which a number of
ithern editors already have taken lasue. But
1t has weemed o me 1o be & sound thesis which
he advances, and It Is, quite simply, that “his
tory does not run backward.” This is, of course,
not the most r \hing to say In the South
where there are various organizations pledged to
the end that it shall be pushed backward if It
won't run thataway.
Epitaph™ sayx that the old South ean be loved
v () m-l to w:n‘w lxmn- I It were the
-all, , ean ad us into more mi "
more thinks the South and fi it

ahead and

g

is, of course, anathema to many
the

A Sautherner when he even says l
Supreme Court ation decision was "'
remarkable act of statesmanship.” He
means, obviously, that whether one agrees with
the constitutional theory behind It, the declsion
did afford & means—use of the distriet courts—
e to provide an adjustment on

=

TR, b
- o which
5o great "sutprise. The. Avkinkss edior sape

ihat the declsion was the droppiug of the
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" Ashimore says, “and has not.
view, even stgnificantly altored the
desegrogal h, as |
A matter of years in the U South
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By JAMES J. KILPATRICK
The Richmond News-Leader

HE AUTUMN after the high co't had spoken

from Sinal and bad found in the Fourteenth
Amendment certain prohibitions upen state
powers that no judicial body ever had found there
before, Southorn scnools still were segrogated.
But we of the South were living in & sert of post-
operative shock, and it wasn't until the following
summer that the & wore off

Since then a good many things have happeged.

All sorts of political quacks have come lo the
South 1o stand at our bedside, We have been
piychoanalyzed by the New York Times, which
found us full of traumas; we have been visited
by doctors of sociology, singly and in eoveys:
we have had temperature and pulse recorded so
many times that xome of our public officlals,
accosted by ranger,
roglonal tongue and say
Appears, the patient b
pulling up a shroud come lo bury the den
“It is gone now,” he says of the South, “w)
it it was we had” The South's ofd vahies,
aked and ¥xposed to winds of c  have
gasped their last. Mr. Ashmare, 1,
has seen the error of his sinful ways; he h
made peace with New York; he h
he in the South “‘nothing

1t might have been supposed that a Southerner,
for Mr. Ashmore Is a Southerner, would find this
funereal task s melancholy ane. Not be. He sota
about his lugubrious business as happlly as any
mortictan at & $2.500 wake. The oid South s
dead, says Mr. Ashmore, and he is professionally
sorry about it: but Dixie always overrated.
It had many faults’ Let it go. He is cheerily
optimistie that things will be bettor, ones the
true heirs take over.

OW, It {s not possible to view Mr. Ashmore's
Httle book ax a major work. Whep Ralph
MeGill ll{l that it “merits the sdjective great,”
and that loen for the rising generstion what
“The Mind of the South’ did for the

1ome seventeen

Years agol deprived the Suuth of & potentially
great intellectual force.

Mr. Ashmore, by contrast, has nothing much

1o offer save a certain vasiness of style—an Adlal

Stevenson addressing the ladies' sodality. His

Yet “An Eitaph
hit tune of the winter

uren'u"?uwhuuum "t
mourn! (4 it fa) uj the
Liberal ear. nnmamwatunur

The Subtle Reds

Hardto Tell Who's a Plotter
and Who's a Dupe

By DAVID LAWRENCE

eance, He said
Negro situation Is also
belng exploited fully and con-

H
:
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grams  include
tempts to Inflltrate Nogro masy
organizations. The Communist
arty’s objectives are not 1o sid
he Negroes—but are designed

ues on the raclal ques-
tion %o &% o create unrest, dis-
sension, &

minds of the American le."

Many persons have

lulled into the bellef that the
Communist meaace in America
is_elther nonexistent or insig-

i

niffeant. Thix hay
fostered In part by the
viclous attacks that have been
made on the government's ef-
forts to fervet out security risks
and  to uncover Communist
explonage
The FBI uses undercover
ute, who become members of
he Communist cells and report
on what actually Is golng on
When FRBI  Director Hoover
speaks, bo Is talking from a
knowledge of what the under-
cover agents report, He sald to
the house committee

“'We now have approximately
150 known, or suspected, Com-
munist-front and Communist-
infilirated organizations under
Investigation. . . .

“Our Investigators have
clearly shown that the Commu-
nist party, USA, s & hard
core of conspiratorial Reds
unaffected by party difforences
and controlled . by heavy
hand of Moscow. . . . To dis
Kulse ils programs as the offer-

a0 that s grest Seal of Monay

is being spent on it" wuch as,
for Instance. in nationwide mail-
ings “of antitest “news re-

Jeases."”

But the ecrities of the fests
had already gotten considerable
publicity with a variety of state-
ments, couched in the technical
phrases of science. Such efforts
to prevent America from con-
timuing needed tests of nuclear
mi als are gaining ground
because the public cannot tell
wha are the loyal, sincerely con-
vinced sclentists' and who are
the phony nes trying to belp
the Communist caune.

b e 20 Y
OIL COUNTRY HUMOR

“Did you give your wife that
lecture on economy you talked
about ™

“Any results?"
5 “I've got to give up smok-
ng."

Dozen a Day From the Past

FIFTY YEARS AGO
foe T Twks Demeerst, My T

Governor Hakell declared to-
day a legal holiday (o allow the
people to assemble and adopt
resolutions asking for five
amendments to the federal con-
stitution. They are election of

making constitution:
fellow servant law,
states complete power 1o regu-
Iate freight and passenger

» in

" r:lﬂon.l

New York and request that a
picture be taken

lection. Oklshoma’s flseal sys-
tem has been shaken to its very
foundation.

Tulsa's newest retail business
area, tho 400 and 500 blocks on
fouth Main street, will be for-
mally opened Wednesday.
public has been invited to In-
spect the various stores located
in the area.

A tharter has been granted
1o the City Club of Tulsa which
Is incorporated for 15,000, I W.
Rook is president and
ton Rogers mufyoﬂhﬂul
which was w several
months and new has a
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