»

Are The Schools Short-Changing The American Public?
YES NO... ,

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

RosiNsoN I and Publisher

THOMAS [ 1d,

Bronie S GRIFFITH . General Manager
Roserr H. LAMPEE - Advertising Director
Crer PrINCE Fditor By ARTHUR BESTOR By WILLIAM G. CARR
PEray MoRrGAN Associate Editor Professor Of History, University Of lllinois Exccutive Secretory, National Education Assn,
R L. YOUNG J Ma g Edit
‘ oo - S dnaging Hdiog HE nub of the crisis in Amer- tional systems of (he rest of the JIRsT. 1 b0 se that  However, T beg leave to doubt
rican education today is world [ can guess why profes our schools perfect whether collecting and absorbing
TUESDAY, MAY 6 simply this: The American people  sional educationists might op- Please remember that If I resist  knowledge ‘is or should be the
have done their part by build- pose the publication of such » of u. mnm i . it sole or even the most important
ing a magnificient structure of data The duty of the Office of redress (he present function of the schools of this
public education; the profession- ation, it seems to me. is to 8 1 of 1o deny pation, We have asked our
al educationists (with notable information that the pub- there 18 muc for im- schools to teach health and safe-
Educatlon s Sickness Can Be Cured e iy g g
can people down by failing to sure of specialinlerest groups Secand, T do not question the fectiveness, the cbility to work
ehate in U t tentialilies are greater than his neigh- develop the school system into bl of citizens. including news. With others, an abiding and in-

fact. however, is that 1

The

formed loyally to free institu-

A S bors he should venture beyond his a powerful instrument of in- have pever received even an ac p lo/ ovalu(e ithelr hort ke askad

conscience neighbor in his educational development tellectual training. with high gnowledgment of the Ietfor A contrary, & affiem O e el

SOSING Viewpoir Paul Woodring, a Fund for the Ad- standards and serious. demo-  waq acked by the Dffice of E e .:’.r' \;h‘lmmi‘“um‘!'l‘ hrll":{‘:"\ ':;‘i

hand side of s vancement of Education consultant, puts cratic purposes, By fritfering re-  eation 10 write. Lope i, e a it "ot

ve some indication of the in- it this way sources away upon (rivial and Hiagree | ratic. Hovn loiss. Simtic

= s i e . ¢ : shortsighted programs. they DISSENT FORBIDDEN are also citi-  derocratic group living. Storing

it conviction in professional cir- We are wasting a major portion of Qenivedthe Haee i ARELS hould not be  the memory with knowledge is
cles America’s most important natural re- can ohildren— brisht and aver- Because of the lack of com. nol, in my opinion, the controll-
f s ob U sources—the brainpower of our most tal-  age alike— of Mtellectual oppor-  Plete, relevant and comparable ing aim of our schools, I do not,
als al all.  enfed youngsters — by our failure 10 tunity, of intellectual stimylys, Information on the programs ac- vigor sfseopasdsy R vaictil b

citizens, the pa- | make special provision in.all'out schools and ol high intelectual achicve tually completed by Now for o few kind words about portance of exalt and well-ar-

eal il Tt e tey e i hent public-school  students a great American institution ranged knowledge, but a man

schools and school who wishes to evaluate our y with much knowledge and no so-

the leadership and This obviously must be corrected, Let us look at these two com- standards and achievemenls GREAT ACHIE MENT cial adjustment is at best an un-

¢ to any public plementary aspects of American forced to draw inferences from First, 1am proud to assert that 1aPpy misfit, and at worst & dan-

n the s eacher B education— first at ils size, and ager statistic at we do o ol

In the end F\ for the debate over “‘"hil edu Eesion m(r“ma“ and  the meag tatistics that we do the American school system fs ,S°rous one.

will power. the £ cation. it is an over-simplification ! UMY have —mainly figures showing the truly great achieve- 1 conclude, therefore, that local
resatircefulness 1o {o say the decision is simply belween  PUBLIC SUPPORT folal mationwide enrollments in aur country. 1t has pro- ¢ontrol of education is, In the
particular conrses or  subjects elomentary education for mMain, a good policy. It has

ve current The task ahead  something called “subject matter” and

L L S e ! i 4 In the United States today Obviouely it is possible fo draw aver erican child, It provided Served us well. 1t is today pro
x their will and their means. but  something called “mefhods virtally, “very. chidl Detiween. Momewhat  giffesnt canclusions (TR WAl s Lo T LAt
ainly will not exceed their powers Of course the teacher should kpow the ages of 6 and 16 is in school. from the same data. There are d of most of ku- doubtiul action.

s real danger at this point. how-  the subject he is going to teach. He Three out of every five are Alternative ways of comparing rope. 1t has given every educa- R y

ever nw they will be swept by the fer-  should have a broad. scholarly knowl-  graduated from high school,and Satistics and " reasonable men child the basic tools of TLEASING EVERYBODY

vor of US. cd i Debate  edge of it But that is not enough. The  half of these go on to coliege, May differ as to which is the cy. Il this were not so. new enthetically, this issue pro-

nto dangero attitudes. 1t feacher must be educated well enough  Schooling has been universally approprinte way A a particular d not be in business. vides a good illustration of the

must be understond that the argument and broadly enough to be able to see  available o long that the last instance. Professional education- s cooperated with homes and ties school people face
< not one of black and white conirasts. that subject in relation to the whole  Cemsus could report one third of = % | o "‘"“ nat sdmit that develop moral and days. Adm. Rickover says,
in the picture, {00 world of knowledge. Nor is that enough (hejeniiishaguitfipopuiatiatlijar. Lycre-tan beoredl- diipmentes rightly, that the :ntrol of
i g g possessing high-school diplomas. 0f opinion concerning the con- edcation'$s fo. the hands o Jocal

what the fundamentalists a

Despite gue. clusions 1o be draw m edy
The means of education have AL school boards whose members

L C education in America is not is ot reasonable to expect that he jonal  statistics, oncly- idely throughout 1
P BLIC ion in Americ < il not ressonable fo expec he ek provided, fioteally byt chal statietics, Auy-cone widely throughos ldom qualify as educational
a s ils slernest critics say it  should also have a professional under- Dbl Have Tt menir: Heen, dihicwhich the disagree is As evidence, consid experts. Professor Bestor, on the
s s it as good as many of standing of the nature of the child and  yeod 1o good effect by the pro- e i ot branded false, and ple t ation other hand, has written a large
is defenders proclaim of the learning processes and Dé  fessional educationists” Whatare clnsion | ,,“,:“:"":’:f;’a‘hﬂ". o ! pnic book in which the principal corn
)il clusi el ishon- jlaint s that of e
We firmly believe that a serious de-  equipped with certain professional skills  the actual standards of intellect- ey g plaint s that the control of ed
ficit in both the quantity and auality in organizing instruction and managinga  ual achievement in our mass ) i dWOAHEARY 4 Toe
of public education has been brought class room? These la factors can educational system? How do TRUTH WILL EMERGE x e
ligh ° be. and have been. overemphasized at these ards compare  with t ol Mpfoat o tamk
AP . § : At those of other couniries? Tntimidation and suppression verybody.
We helieve improvements will have the expense of a broad academic back- will not succeed in keeping the Third, 1 am proud to say that
tn he made. ground in “subject matter” but they  WOEFUL INADEQUACY facts about the school situation hoth public and private schools

from the American public preparing their graduates 1o

We do nat helieve that these improve-  cannot be ignored completely. In att L t b

ments will be made by trying to make L Sy s P raerey USSRy MAmerjean ol offer ced in college. There is a re-
Y trying . . uestio d_ourselves u ¥ o eI

little engineers of all of our children YREAT tasks remain. Curricula must 2 Toadblook . the Vecy. . [0k oue.vext. il 121H grad d piace in our cany for

: lock at ers “yearolds. Soviet 0od public chool

ding up the feachers colleges or re=  \F be strengthened. Certain frills must The stalistics that would  schools require phyeics. for Tice P i e

i to the 1 Red School House. give way 1o basic values. The sciences ure the intellectual achicye- s i L wit h 1 t
vears nning 1t with sixth N i ¢ {o exalt one at |
Certainly we must have democracy in  m be given their pmpcr emphasis- ment of American public schools  raders or 12-year-olds N npe X the other, How- |
education. But this does not mean that tie humanities. Opportuni-  are woefully inadequate. This in-  aftondance is now virtually uni Bl Ko ; 1
ihe same progran of education should  fies for falented youngsters to go on to  Adequacy. 1 am forced (o con- through _the e engineers. ph |

be required of all children or um all

or education must be improved. And

clude, is not accidental

in the USSR

e
en the pupil who drops aut

should procced at the same ra A re must be some new. hard thinking On November 13, 1957, Presi
democratic cducation s one n)n» h  on the problem of finding enough able dent Eisenhower broadcast the 1er bt grade hi {
following s of the subje of. 1

makes it possible for each individual 10
develap up 1o 1 t of his po
It

teachers and holding them against the
competition of industry.

mmary of Soviet ac
complishments ‘in_education:

Hand ai the
tion of Secondary-School

American

Ne=al %‘!ﬂ:—'ﬂ A

Mertr ality of oppor- Craiehates b a0 whans “Remember fhat, when a Rus- pals believes that only the !
tunity. But if a particular student’s po- we stop talking and gel to work? sian_graduates from highschool.  thir Anicrican. 17y e
he has bad five years of physic can . -
four vears of chemistry, one year inz p o E :
. of astronomy, five years of bio-  an uld vaudeyville
Th Democrats. An one For Unlt ? ten vaars of mathemalics dumber than a du ¢ -
e 2 y y. gh (rigonometry, and five n leye
; See BESTOR on page er

wide streak of vi-
iven the

temporary

\ SURPRISINGLY
talily 1n

Incal Demacratic
lease on life

preciricts has
Party a

cultivatinig the

now evident- grass roots
int

There are honorable Democrats in
s of the party who have given

rest

years of a foreign language
WHY NOT?

The specitic information in
this statement will be discussed

There remain further and stiffer of thelr time and money in a moment. My present point
of the party’s seeming new pote e dispute between them has been I that peiiet e ”'f"”“"' nog
but the turnout for precinct clections a demonstration of the  FNERe C8E, caq make & Sale
last week off ) s poor liealth. But neither Wing — Zchevements of the American
and filers are s been able o offer the parly umty public-schonl system that is cap-
party acliv and a sense of purpose able of being compared, point-
seen in there we This judzment is recorded in election  by-point or  percentage-by-per
tinged w nterest in party and returns and in the searing criticism of el n‘wh the President’s

aver its prospects Certainly  (he local parly by state's fop Democrat, ~ frctusl ‘statement about educa-

50 {he newcomers would be will-  Luther Hodges. The governor holds up et 7/ l";(llu'rﬂ:u\:l ‘lalx\r‘:" :‘
ing tn make political cause with their  the Mecklenburg pa s an example Of oy much students know when
neighbors more often than every two  how not 1o operate a political party they graduate from Soviet high
rs when precinct committees are Rank and file Democrats deserve schools. but it cannot tell us how

better than this unproductive

much students know when they
graduate {rom American

n is whethe helween party caretakers high
iR eslioh Aanil inatrated at the precincts  Schools: It would be a good thing
S oTvalis.GAn e ‘choser ness to work for something - ' Consress asked Why mol
rgivalR canthe choser C In December, 1956, 1 received
vival Th i § @ . ) a lr ftom the Director of
party’s two crippled wings are ready 1 er the have it will depend — pyprications Services af the Of-
dimit their Tup failures by o ca parly chairman 10 fice of Education. asking me fo

1 a parly chatrman capable of  be elected Salur explain certain eriticisms [ had

I { i es have actually completed
n S ecol was Tie object would be to provide
< o and mended factual answers to such ques-
n wa He et Duke University with a kind  tions as these Atnerican high schaol
of earnest devoy soon resulted in o il 3 o m Jots” are! do
eal POINTED QUESTIONS offer courses in geomelry
his being na chairman of the R 0 Ataes inigeaineuy

Bell

3'

1n ter dated Dec. 156, ¥

in I urged the regular publica-
tion of information concerning
the programs of study that each
car’s crop of high-school gradu-

‘Is That The Height Of Our Ambition>*

loard of trus le was equally active Amang each year’s higl
well i the lay affa of Charlotte’s First praduates. what number HERE ARE THE FACTS
during a pa arly demandmng period  Methodist Chur prving as chairman what percentage, have complet o
f his fellow builders  of board of trustees. As a tee. o Programs including’all tirce t M per cent of
¢ standard  high-school can school students
2 | veloping metropolis the of the Western North Carolina Methodi vourses (biology, chemistry m[ e an opportunity lo take glge.
L s it was Lo retain over  Conference, he labor \\I long and val physics d Zeometry. The remaining
At > such men, service was a Iy for an endoy for retired clergy- How many, an cent are in very small rural
t ¢ oaltr a customary ap: men. 1 was active fn nu agze. have comp! ' ot
the challenges of merous civic ors of every of mathematics \ Galliip poll. in the
i al deserintion . nometry? 1954, disclosed that
By It was the kind of service many, and what perc
irg's by us all a little richer have studied & foreizn alase]
e e Senate from 1974 Bell served well, He  Busge for four yearst for thre The 1
114 rth Carolina was ¢ wi remembered by the com e~ U 5. T
perie mo of the bleakest days  munity hethelped to mold into an image . AbOve L
I what perc
f essio {e W member of g 55 b &
At World War
From The Raleigh News & Observer T St DEeS
. crease. (o T
hese questinns are
THE OLD STORY RETOLD e oo stades. In_ re i
an schookesstem L
mg! e educa See CARR on page 7-A

| BT Ty e e Weeks Blames Sputmk For Recession
k ¢ vl ( ; B WASHINGTON tnik and the ¥indly: Seeralaty’ Fred Seatod
e e MU e, R
- ! ! ' hy i the ation nf e e
A KA ¢ ¢ (hat i croany of commerce. Public Alarm ‘ hat | 7 ] Wanles A s




