" PACE CAR

WON'T RUN

INDIANAPOLIS — (3 — —The
pace car for today's 500-mile
race proved reluctant at the
start of the prerace festival
parade in  downtown Indian-
apolis last night,

The car, loaded with top brass,
wouldn't start and had to be
pushed six blocks to a garage
for a battery recharge.

Rejoining the parade in the
car about 40 units later were
Sam Hanks, 1957 race winner,
and Tony Hulman, Terre Haute,
Ind., owner of the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.

The car was pushed by an-
other car carrying Gov. Vietor
E. Anderson of Nebraska, a
race guest.
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PUT OUT THE FIRE. .. Firemen splash foam on car of Pat O'Connor after wreck in which O Connor died

1 0'CONNOR KILLED

By Bob Quiney...| Spectacular 11-Car Crash
On First Lap Claims Pat

Charlotte News Sports Editor

Orange Juice
Helped Build
World Record

¥ sports, the scenes behind the scenes often provide the
best stories. Here are three such glimpses.

Two Saturdays past in Raleigh, a thin Negro youth
stepped off a plane. The previous evening, he had been
in Los Angeles, where he ran the 120 high hurdles in
13.9 on a grass track to win against some of the nation’s
finest stars

A bundle of energy, Elias Gilbert didn't command
much attention. He went by the baggage room, exchanged
a stub for a couple of small pieces of luggage and almost
immediately began preparing himself for competition
in the AAU meot on the North Carolina State campus
that afternoon and night

Three hours later. he had competed in four events, quali-
fying in the 120 highs and 220 lows, That night, he was to

make history.

Before he reached the starting chocks in the lows, he
noticed a fellow carrying a cardboard container of orange
juice. The night was hut Gilbm was thirsty.
good,” he said,

“THAT ORANGE JU"ICE sure looks
dry

and, man, am
Bill Rearick, captain of next fall's arid Wolfpack, grinned.
Not recognizing Gilbert, he said, “If you win, I'll give you a

cu
% “WWhat if T set a world record?” chirped Gilbert
“In that case,” said Rearick, nudging a companion, Quar-
terback I‘!,tnk Cackovic, “T'll give you the whole quart.”
ed Francis Washington. Gilbert's teammate at Win-
Teachers College: “World record? You won't even

* snapped Gilbert

“I dare you to beat me, <
n position:

Said Washington, as the two got
let's go."

What followed was one of the greal hurdle races of all
Gilbert was pressed to the finish. His 22.1 broke Dave

Washington was clocked at 222, equal

“Okay,
baby

time.
Sime's world rrcurd
to Sime's old mark

Gilbert thanked Washington for pushing him—then he
calmly walked over to an amazed Rearick and extended his
hand. He took the quart of orange juice and sipped it like
a man enjoying a martini after closing out a summit confer-
ence.

—The Twists Of Fate For Two Ex-Mates

SEVEnAI. years ago, two teammates on a high school foot-
ball team in Durham had something more than the aver-
Their classmates knew it as well as their op-

ponents.

One played football because of his size and skill . . . but
his true interest was baseball The other was a natural grid
star and it was predicted by many that he would go on to
great achievements. Then fate intervened

The better of the two football players suffered a knee
injury. drifted away from the sport and soon began devoting
his time to baseha

age athletes

\‘ ALKED up to Ben Geraghty, the Jack
or 8 mh with the Rraves
A Goraghty, calling the rookie by the
his overalls and lang stride, “you look

He did The boy named Tex turned out to be Wes Cov.
ington, a star for the Milwaukee Braves in last October's
World Serfes

And now what happened to the “natural” baseball player
who was Tex's chum in high school. He played in the Braves'
farm system for a short while but gave it up. Football was
his best outlet, he found

He is Tom Wilson, the great ground-gainer of the Los An-
goles Rams

—Man Who Offered Bribe—And Failed

The too, but

(l\} DAY lll
sonville manage
4 T

Sure

ng of a success yarn

s somel

gh school player sev
s who recently announced his
ball for &n institution of higher learning in

gl ‘ter by many. perhaps not with the savage
determination that took place when Wilt Chamberlain was on
the market, but with many schools courting him openly. His
choice was sudden and sealed wtih a certain finality that made
most of the pack give him up for good. The alumnus of one
wval school didn't
We made it a point to look up the athlete,
e e

an ex-athlete himself,
hool "

YA right™ suid the recry t qisite, plain
You get books, room, mesls der the NCAA
code. TN treat you Iike a s v send you $60

every moanth to spend. It w
The prep star didn’t blink
by his original decision.
he old grad was leaving, the h
1n his ear: “It's not that I don't appraciate your
r. It's just ‘ha( you didnt cme near whet I'm g
’1: first m

he would stand

No, *\r -t-H

gh schooler whispered
offer,

By DALE BURGESS

II\DIANAI’OUS (®—Pat O'Connor, young racing protege of the late Wilbur Shaw, was

killed today in a thunderous 11-car crash on the first lap of the 42nd 500-mile auto race.

The handsome 29 . year-old
Irishman from North Vernon,
Ind., an early leader in the race
the last two years, met death
in the wreck — with the 33
starting cars running in a hunch

It was the tragedy Ind
napolis Motor Speedway officials
had feared since the first race
in 1911

Dick Rathmann of Miami
gharged into the lead on the

50 Miles

first turn, then lost control on
the third (Northeast) corner of
the 24-mile brick and asphalt

track. As he spun, the other

cars piled up.
. .

CARS IN THE smashup in-
cluded those of Ed Elisian, Bob
Veith, Paul Russo, Paul Gold-
smith, Al Bise Len  Sutton,
Mike Magill, Shorty Templeman
and Jerry Unser
ser sulfered a dislocated
shoulder. Russo was able
el back on the track after
repairs

Templeman also got back into
the race.

Unser, a first time starter,
went over the wall in the first-
lap crash
0'Connor was a test driver for
he Firestone Tire & Rubber
Co,, when he was not racing
He was the first driver to test
the high speed new track at
Mo It last summier.

He wrecked in the first of
his five Memorial Day starts,
in 1954, when a freak storm hit
only the Southeast corner of the
track, where he was running.
He finished eighth in both 1955
and 1957 but was stopped in
1956 by a split radiator

. . .

DICK RATHMANN said, “Eli-
sian said his brakes went out
spun in front of me. My
split in two and it was
ack there, 1 have

just a mess

crash. Fa ¥
was leading, followed by Eddie
Sachs, Tony Bettenhausen, John-
ny Boyd and Billy Garrett
Sachs took the lead away
from Bryan soon after racing

100 Miles

Ao at the

was resumed but shortly lost it
to old timer Bettenhausen.
¢ lee

LATER, CHUCK Weyant,
35, Springfield, IIL, hit the
wall at the northwest turn
and spun into the infield but
escaped serious injury

The d of 0'Ce nor was_

Minor Results
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the first in the race proper
since Bill Vukovich was killed
in a four<car pilenp in 1955
while trying to win his third
straight Memorial Day victory

Today's smashup involved
more cars than any other in

41 previous Memorial Day
classics. The worst previous
wreck in

was @ seven-car
1630, Three men were hurt in

PAT (O’CONNOR

that accident but no noe was
killed.

O'Connor’s wife, Analice,
and his mother were waiting
at the track hospital entrance
when he was brought in cov-
ered with a blanket, Both were
in a state of shock

O'Connor's face was badly

. 200 Mlles

10, Freeland
Beyan Aversss 14

burned, and ftrack doctors
mation of his

O'Connor, a native Hoosier,
recently opened a new mo-
fel and laundry in his home-
town, North Vernon, in addi-
tion to his tire company job.

Little George Amick, a tremen-
dous dirt track competitor mak-
ing his first 500 start, led at 100
miles afler a furious battle on
the turns with Bryan and Betten-
hausen, Sachs was running fourth
and Rodger Ward fifth,

Thirty minutes and 19 seconds
of racing time was under the cau-
tion light in the first 100 miles,
The average speed at that dis-
tance was 122.447 miles an hour,
far below the record of 140.023 set
by Sam Hanks last year,

DEAN SMITH
CAGE AIDE
AT CAROLINA

CHAPEL HILL — Dean
Smith has been named as-
sistant basketball coach at
the University of North
Carolina, succeeding James
A. (Buck) Freeman, who
resigned following last sea-
son, it was announced fo-
day by Athletic Director C.
P. (Chuck) Erickson.

Smith, who is 27 and a na-
tive of Topeka, Kansas, has
been assistant baskethall
conch at the United States
Air Force Academy the past
two years. He is a lieuten-
ant in the Air Force, but
expects his discharge this
summer and will assume
his duties here Sept. 1.

At the Air Force Acad-
emy he was also golf conch
and this spring also coached
baseball,
ith is a graduste of

1952 and the national run-

nerup team of 1953 He
also played baseball and
freshman football at Kan-
sas,
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FREE

WEEK-END
AT THE
WALDORE

FOR TWO!

3 DAYS AND 2 NIGHTS AT THE
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL IN
NEW YORK CITY
*

ROUND TRIP FLIGHT ON
EASTERN AIR LINES
*

plus

$50. CASH

Majestically towering above the skyline of New York, the
Waldorf is ideally located at 50th Street and Park Avenue.
This convenient mid-town location is within a few minutes
walking distonce to Fifth Ave. and Madison Ave. shops,
Radio City, the theatre district and other important centers
of business, amusement and social activities,

NOTHING To BUY

JUST REGISTER ON
OUR FIRST FLOOR OR THIRD FLOOR

Only one registration per person,
No purch y. It's absolutely FREE,

Ticket will be drawn to determine winner. You do not need
to be present to win,

® Trip must be mode before A 31, 1958, W,
know two weeks in advance fov" ations, o mut

Employees of the Tate-Brown Co., and their familles ere
not eligible,

Not exchangeable for all cash or merchandise,
Registration closes at 5:30 p.m., June 20, 1958,

Winner will be announced Sunday, June 22, 1958,
Watch for Tate-Brown's newspaper ad,

FATHER'S DAY IS JUNE 15th. PLEASE
POP WITH A TATE-BROWN GIFT AND
WIN A TRIP TO NEW YORK, TOO!

o~ —
o

P
TATE-EROWN CO

BRESS RIGHT...YOU CANT AFFORD NOT 19




